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PREFACE BY THE EDITOR. 



Ab the foUowing pages contain within themselTes evidence 
that thej were not designed for publication, it is neceeaarj to 
eiqplain some cireamstances which led to their bong kid be- 
lore the public The writer ftlt dee^dj the situation he was 
placed in, and became soon firml j of opinion that the policj 
adopted towards our sugar colonies would end in their ruin. 
He felt also that, notwithstanding his apprehensions, he had 
not resolution to withdraw in time from the Tortex which a 
West India estate has been since 1836, mto which all the 
wealth possessed bj the proprietor, apart from itself^ must be 
drawn. It will be seen from the journal, that this singnlar 
state of mind occurs to himself occasionallj, and that a 
twinge of remorse comes across him when he reflects on the 
kXtj of continuing year after jear to laj out a large sum in 
addition to his cn^ in order to keep his estate in eultiyation, 
until it became too late to eflbct a sale. The same strange 
fiMling prevailed eztendlTel J, and stin prevails among jdanters. 
Under an the feelings originatmg in this state of mind, and 
arising out of his position, he felt relief in committing to 
paper every thought, incident, and conversation which oo- 
curred to him, or in which he was interested, but without the 
ali^test notion of showing the journal to anj but the msm* 
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ben of his own fiunilj, and not eren to them while he was in 
life. What changed his intention most now be stated. 

When Mr. Premiom came home from Goianay wmn oat 
with sickness and with care, he was morbidlj anxious to join 
his fimulj in Italj; and, horrjing on to that coontzyy he left 
his baggage mider the care of that friend who is now his 
Editor, and, in opening the different packages to get them 
throogh the Cnstom-hoose, the manuscript was obsenred* 

This friend, usicg the pririlege of one, eacamined the paper, 
and finding what it was, and considering that information 
regarding the West Indies is sought after at present, he be- 
liered it should be published, not because of anj merit it 
powessed, but as a fiuthful record of the opinions of one who 
bad been, during a long life, C(mnected with these colonies, 
and who had resided there, taking a personal interest in 
eYeiything during ei^t of the most eyentfrd jears in their 
bistorj. 

The Editor, it maj be remarked, has also been a colonist, 
and has been obliged to watch, with painful interest, the cruel 
effect of those measures which the imperial government have 
deemed it wise to inflict on the colonies. He felt that every- 
thing which could throw light on the operation of them 
should be made known, and, under this impression, wrote in 
the str onge st terms to Mr. Premium, requesting permission to 
give his journal publici^; and the Editor thinks he cannot 
do better than state Mr. P.'s arguments against his proposal, 
and his own in fiivour of it. 

His first letter was written in considerable alarm at the Edi- 
tot^s suggestion; and he began by stating that the journal con- 
aisled of entries of all sorts, which could not possibly be of 
interest to any one out of his own fiunily— that he had made 
IB the belief that they would be seen by no person in 
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ds lifetime^ and that th6 j were, in vwerj respect, onfii fiir 
poblkation ; and, regretting eztremelj hia earelesBness in al- 
lowing it to &n into tlie Editor^s hands, he requested him 
eameatl J to think no more of it 

In his next letter, he dwelt on the aqperitj which charae* 
terised his remarks on the members of goremment, whether 
imperial or locals and the anti-colonial partj in genenlt 
which, although the natural emanation of that mood of mind 
which preyails in the West Indies, is neither consonant with 
his own taste, nor in accordance with those feelings which he 
would like to entertain for his fellow*men« 

In repljing to his otjections, the Editor reminded him that 
an J passages might be expunged which he particularly pointed 
out, but that, in his opinion, it would be better to make little 
alteration, in order that the journal might be as nearly as possi- 
ble a transcript of what passed in his mind and in the minds 
of his neighbours while they were undergoing the operation of 
imperial legislation* It was hinted also that the lighter inci- 
dents and anecdotes he alluded to might be amusing to some 
readers, mentioning the case of Sir Francis Head's ** crow, 
with its handful of feathers and lump of carrion," and that to 
some those little passages he condenmed mi§^t be the feathers, 
and the serious portion the carrion. 

With regard to the more important subject— of the ap* 
parent Inttemess with which those in power were descanted 
on— 4t was said that the obsenrations in the journal applied 
exdusiTely to the political character of those functionaries, 
and that, in treating of them, it was desirable that the public 
of the mother country should perceiTe in what manner some, 
at least, of the cokmists felt under the treatment they w«fe 
receiring* 

The Goremor, an estimable man, in the opinion of Mr. 
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'Fnmvm, as a prhrala indiTidaaly is a difierent person under 
the domination of the colonial offiooi and feroed to adapt his 
eondnctto thatof hissoperion; for he becomes the mere in* 
atmnieni of a partj, without aothority to ezerdse his own 
judgment. Many of the obeenrations also in the jooinal 
1^7 to a period now gone bj— such as those on the press, 
whkh were drawn fit>m him bj the manner in which one 
aew^Mper, now eztincty treated of all satgects which came 
under its notice. 

After much correspondence! Hr. Premium's consent was 
oibtained, and the Editor proceeded to anange the MS^ and 
to correct it according to the directions of the writer. But 
there was considerable difference of opinion in carrying this 
into effect also; and, in short, the Editor took upon himself 
the reqponsilMli^ of giying to the world manj passages which 
the writer of them would have withheld; others were ar- 
nnged so as to giro them an aspect more suitable to the 
general reader. The real names of parties, who form the 
principal characters in the journal, are also suppressed, for 
obvious reasons; but there is not an anecdote, incident, or 
occurrence, detailed in it, which is not positivelj matter-of- 
fiicty even to the sad catastrophe which happened in the 
fiunilj of Mr. Premium's principal firiend* 

In facty although some alterations — such as must take place 
in a manuscript written with no view to the pre8»— ^ve 
been made, care has been taken to preserre the journal essen- 
tiaDj in its original state. Many dates have been left out in 
order to keep finom it eTerything like extraneous or unneces- 
sary matter, and to preserve a sort of continuous form to the 
narrative of proceedings. 

WiOk regard to the opinions of the writer on the West 
In^ questkn in general, it is believed little need be said. 
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tnttf and MochMJis whkh an used suoeeasfiiU j to eheck, if 
Bol to amnTow the honiUo traffic, forms a ftature In pab- 
fie and politieal oondoei which mnrt strike the obeeanring and 
dimloeBtod stranger with astonishment and disma j. 

The plan ftr civilizing Africa, snggested bj Hr. Home, is 
neommended in the jonmal as the onlj human means which 
csn be densed, in the existing state of affiuis, for s uppr e s s i ng 
tlustrade. It is obrioas indeed that, unless the slaTes should 
be emancipated throughout the Branlian empbe, no measure 
qfcoe r c i ott can be aTaHaUe in prerenting the deportation of 
people fioai Africa to the coasts of that eountrj. A glance 
St the map will satisiy an j one on this head. 

That penmssion to purchase slaTes on the Afirican coast, 
far the purpose of manumitting and bringing them to the 
West Indios^ affiiids the only chance that can possiUj remain 
to the British jdanter of competing successfrillj with his 
rivals^ Is also certain. 

It is represented as a heinous crime to redeem human 
beingB from slaTerf , by the same men who, twenty years ago, 
were incessant in their representations, orally and literally, 
of the miseries arising out of the right which one man had to 
the ''blood, bones, and smew^ of another. Tet, no such 
wretchedness erer existed among the slaves of the West 
Indies as prevails now among the bondsmen of African 



This, any fhtnying person will require no arguments to 
convince him ot It is certain that ransoming those un« 
ftrtonatee Is better than allowing them to continue slaves, 
even if transfrrred to eiviliaed masters. And, in the impos- 
sibffitj of s uppr es sin g the slave-trade, the question is reduced 
to tfak compass. For, so long as we do not put an end to it, 
no kag iRnll the antive dealers carry their slaves to the coast. 



where, if thej do noi find a purcheeeri they will either be 
hatchered or reUnmed as slaTee to eaTage and mercileee mae- 
lersy nnleee the agents of freedom are permitted to al^ in and 
reecoe them from both lorta of daTOiy, and the liik of being 
maiMeredy and thai efentoaUj deetroy the trade entinl j« 
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IH JanuabTi 1840. 

The events of the past year have impressed me so 
deeply with a sense of approaching calamity, tliat I think 
it necessary to write down the thoughts, fcelingSi and 
occurences which each consecutive month may give rise 
to^ in order that my life may be as a beacon and a guide 
to my sons, and perhaps even their sons, in after life. It 
is my desire, therefore, that this journal, on which human 
eye save mine, while I live, shall not rest, may be read 
carefully and attentively by my descendants when I am 
gone, that it may serve to guide them in the hard game 
of life which the unhappy colonists are obliged to play 
with an all-powerful and a harsh adversaiy. For tbo 
benefit also of those of my family, who, at a more remote 
period, peruse these sheets, I shall here set down the pax^ 
ticular events of my preceding years. 

I am a native of British Guiana. My father, an indus- 
trious planter of the Colony, left me an estate there 
which yielded a dear revenue of £4,000 per annum. I 
had been educated in England, and soon afler returning 
to my fether, he died, leaving me absolute master cl hit 
wealth, as my mother had been removed some years bo- 
fore, and I had no brother nor sister. I soon returned 
to Europe, and, after a few years' travel, married the 
daughter of a rich London merchant; I then seU 
tied in one of the maritime counties, living happQyi 
and enjoying the society of men like myKl^ of good edu- 
cation and independent fortune. Continuing thus in 

B 
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the enjoyroent of the adrantages witli which fortune had 
blest me for many ycara^ I had a son and two daughters 
bom to me ; tlie former was destined to reside on our 
estate in the Colony, and to take charge of it in course 
of time. 

Thus we stood in the year 1838, when an astounding 
intimation from the Cabmct to the different settlements, 
announced tlie desire of our country, tliat the sjrstem of 
apprenticeship, guaranteed to the planter as part of the 
price of those slaves he had purchased from the mother 
country, through her merchants, should terminate. 
Those, like myself, who were intimately versed in colonial 
a£Eun, apprehended the worst consequences from this 
abrupt departure fivmi what was considered a settled 



The' Negroes required, instead of less, much longer 
time than was comprehended in the term of apprentice- 
ship^ to enable them to acquire the habit of thinking and 
acting for themselves, as th^ had been hitherto machines 
gnidcxl by the superior minds of others, rather than 
rational creatures; children in mind, with the thews and 
sinews, and the violent passions of tropical men, what 
was not to be apprehended from them when the control- 
ling power was withdrawn. Such were die fears which 
naturally invaded us, aware as we were, that govern- 
ment had taken no decided steps to supply the deficiency 
of labour by immigration, for wo did not apprehend 
violence fixmi them. We had already experienced the 
fact, that extensive destruction was unlikely to occur in 
a conflict between Europeans and Negroes, owing to the 
cause I have just stated — ^the moral power of the former, 
and the want of capacity in the latter to form combina- 
tions, and organize any general scheme of aggression 
against the Whites. Our knowledge of them, however, 
induced us to apprehend that they would seek rather the 
gratification of their passions, than the quiet pursuits of 
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ihioniiig the 
mjmU^ at the 
1838»with 
I putoTed the 
had auiicd far csDCftMSi^ vhui evcij cohwuai pio* 
prieteraMBit be up aad tlan^vidi hb iJwwiMer at the 
wheels aail kHaedhftdhr I wga a thaw ptepantionBi which 
I haa hiB|^ hghehi ik pra^ectn^ fat a ivjap to^ and a 
vnUeacc «r MM rtm» m BiMk Gabn. From fire- 
ffKiD^ spcaknig «f ks pnibafaiEtjy ay ttBnUf were pee- 
paied fir the change^ and leadBr gare m to aD bsj jdans. 
I was BOW ui BIT fiftieth Tear; WKf wife^ two jean 
yoonger; ajddcat girl mBctecB, and her ntcr aeren- 
teen; mj boj, who had now been two jeaia in the 
Colon jy aboot twentr-one. 

SaXng firom the Thames in October, 1839, we reached 
Georgetown upon the 80th November, and were received 
on m J estate by that exubcruioe of hilarity wfaidi I had 
witnessed on fiNrmer oocasioDSy and wliidi seemed to be 
not at all abated. Thej screamed, danced, and shoated 
as the carriage droTO up with the fiunily, fimning a 
dingy lane along the avenue or q^proadi to the mansion- 
hoine. Some lines in my fiicnd Chapman*s pretty poem 
of Baibadoes, deacribe wdl the joyous excitement whidi 
no vd^ gives rise to among those rudo children of nature. 
My fiunily, none of whom had been in the West Indies 
beibre^ seemed to be struck with wonder at what they 
Mw — the halficUd forms, and widely expanded months, 
revealing rows of peariy teeth beyond the common di- 
mensions of European grinders, in contrast with an 
ebony complexion, and the singulariy wild gestures and 




reftfij to acqpm; aad 
it k a isre tUa^ eicn tibsm mAj m Uie ewMr of 
fieedon^ to KB a ncgio on fto^ vnlcA k k ipiiiig m T«j 
liMCt dwhmce. OocsBonaDj a sqpuure^rigged Tceaol will 
come gaily aloiig the tnui^iiil wmters, as if rej<Mcing in 
the waTdess peace of our inland aea, on its conisa to some 
large plantation, there tc lemre a considerable portion 
of its car;Ro; and many Colony sdnxmersi often totwtmty 
Urns bnrthen, are crossing continuaUy to and fro between 
the shipping and the different estates, they being the 
carriers of produce generally from the latter to the for- 
mer. The house is large and commodious, with a galleiy 
surrounding it, and all those variations of structuro 
resorted to in the tropics to promote the circulation of air. 
A considerable space around it has been planted with 
those flowering shrubs, and beautiful, though gaudy 
flowers, which spring up so luxuriantly on the South 
American continent. And amidst them, the gaudy 
phimed birds of the country sport in great numbers, and 
^^iatening lizards i^ereiy yarietjr are seen on the ground 
aoid the palm trees which grow also netr the house. 
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mixed with the sculptareJike cabbage palm; a little 
fiurther ofl^ fruit trees of every Tariety form an ex- 
tensive orchard, in which the peach-like mango^ the 
yellow orange, and the delidons grape-frtdt shine con- 
spicuons; ihe approach is lined on each side by a regular 
row of cabbage trees, equal in age and size^ which, throw- 
ing their branch-like leaves over the road, afford a 
p^urtial shelter to the passing equestrian or gig traveller, 
from the glare of a noontide sun. On ascending to the 
porch, my wife and daughters lifted up their hands with 
delight, and some time elapsed ere they could withdraw 
their eyes from the new and lovely objects wliich attracted 
them, as they all said tliey felt they were in another 
world — in fairy land. ^In a new world certainly,"* my 
dears, was my reply, ^but whether it is as good as it is 
feir, you have yet to try.** 

In the meantime, tlic frequent tap on the fiir-off dram 
came booming along the breeze from our negro village^ 
giving note of what was to come ; and scarcely had onr 
dinner been hastily finished, for wonder and excitement 
took away appetite, when the hubbub, which at a little dis- 
tance was like the murmuring of the sea, ceased altogether, 
and nothing was heard but the aforesaid tap, until we 
found that all the empty space in front of our house was 
occupied by the negroes, ready to celebrate the glad oc- 
casion of our arrival, after their own fiishion, by banjar and 
drum ; and, in a short time, the mirth, with the iisual 
assistance of a tubftil of punch, grew fost and frurious, 
to the great amusement, and sometimes alarm of the 
ladies. The sable performers beat the ground with their 
long heels — ^the toe is not fimtastic with them, — and when 
one man chaunted a lino of rude verse suitable to the 
cause of their merriment, the rest repeated it in fiill 
chorus to a tune of their own, till it swelled loud and high, 
fiir and wide, over the din of the well-beaten drum. 
Gradually the bacchanals, advancing onward as the 
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ttvity ripened, invaded the house itself, and with such a 
multitude of sooty Terpsichoreans, the beams and boards 
creaked and groaned, I feared even unto dissolution ; but 
there was no remedy. From time immemorial such sa- 
tomalia bad been endured ; and it was only after hours 
of continual exertion that a sort of slackness appeared| 
which gave me and the manager, then with me^ an oppor* 
tunity of representing the fisitigues of the family, and how 
much better it would be to finish the dancing in their 
own village, which reasoning being enforced by another 
pailful of rum and other ingredients for punch| that 
would last until they were all tired, we got them off after 
many strange congas, and sundiy skips and yells on the 
green, caused by their over^boiling happiness. *^ Child- 
ren I children I ** muttered I to myself, as I turned finom 
the scene, ^are these the sons of steady and continuous 
industiy? No, no; there is too much of the sun in the 
fieiy fluid that circulates within — too much of the Afiican 
rover of the woods, to labour if he can live without it — ^too 
litUc of the European mind, to know the advantages of a 
settled occupation.^ Such were the reflections which 
saddened me as I retired. 

Next day, while my wife and daughters were en- 
gaged in exploring the wonders which this new province 
m the kingdom of Flora contained, in as for as the shade 
afforded by the trees permitted, I was fully occupied with 
my manager in an anxious inquiry into the internal econ- 
omy of my plantation. I write this journal under a 
foreboding that all things here shall pass away, and the 
place of thdr fathers be no more known by my grand- 
children. Therefore, I give a short sketch of the For- 
tune as it is in 1840. It is about one mile wide, by one 
and three-quarters deep — the fiifade^ or width, extending 
along the bank of the riirer and parallel witli it, the depth 
nmning from the latter back towards the bush or prime- 
val focest. In the centre is a large canal, which goes 
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from front to back for about a mile; and from tht8| nayv- 
gable trendiesy fifteen feet wide^ diverge at right angles 
into the fields on each side, their number and length cor- 
responding to the extent of the cultivaUon* Bj means of 
punts on these canals, the canes are brought from the 
fields to the mill and sugar-house, which stand at about 
a quarter of a mile from the mansion, at the extremity of 
the large canaL Besides those trenches ibr nayigation^ 
there is another series for drainage; each field being 
intersected hy small drains at the distance of thir^-six 
fi»t finmi each other, which areficomtwo totwo-and-«-haIf 
feet deep, and of the same width. These emptj thdr 
waters into a larger one of four fi^ which again conveys 
them into the main drain or great acqueduct, which cax^ 
ries off to the river the waters of half the cultivated lands, 
Thejr are called sideline trenches, and run dose to the 
dam or boundaxy extending fipom the river unto the bush. 
As all the estates lie parallel to each other, the boundary 
here is a dam consisting of the earth thrown out of 
these large draining trenches on each side ; the trench on 
the next plantation lying on the otlier side of the dam. 
At the embouchure of those sideline trenches, a sluice 
or koker, proportioned to the body of water evacuated, is 
erected, and r^ularly opened at low water, and shut when 
the tide rises high enough to demand it. 

The land extends to fiilly a thousand acres, one half 
of which is in cane cultivatiim. Two years bcfinne this 
period, the banana or plantain had covered about one 
hundred acres more, and had been kept in a most luxu- 
riant state of culture fixr the benefit of the negroes, as the 
law required; but now that the latter were finee agents^ 
and the scardty of working people was rendering it di& 
ficult to keep up the neoessaiy extent of canes fixr the 
crop of the estate, the manager had been obliged to aban- 
don fully two-thirds of it, telling the labourers that they 
must now do like the Whites, and buy their proviai(MiSy 
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or niso tliem on the gnnmds aDolted to fionilies on the 
plantatkiDs ibr themsdves. Thqr thon^t this a great 
hanUiip^ ibr thej fblly expected to continiie m the enjoy- 
ment of evcfy adTantage thej had m fermcr tiniesi and 
to hare their wages in addition. Some of the leading 
men among them actnaDj complained to the stipendiaiy 
magistrste of this injorioos treatment, as thej believed it 
to be; and h&, being one of those who served the anti- 
cdonial partjr rather than the government, deemed it ne- 
eessaiy to hold a solemn inquiry into the fiicts on the 
estate^ bat finding that thej were indisputable, the deci- 
sion of the manager he was obl^ed to confirm, as he could 
discover no hitch whereupon he might hang some token 
of his zeal in the cause of die party he beloi^od to. The 
bdunrioor of that man in this instance gave rise to manj 
heartburnings among the people, and to man j complaints 
fipom the Negroes against the rqpresentative of the estate 
afterwards; whereas, if he had simplj told them how die 
law stood, and that the proprietor was not bound to find 
Ibod for them after the first of August, 1838, and if he 
had not proceeded to the estate to hold a sort of trial of 
the manager, everything would have gone on smoodil j ; 
but poor blackie, being delighted to find that lie had a 
sort of power over the Massa (for the manager was also 
mj attorn^ or agent), would have brought him to a si- 
milar account every Saturdaj, if the patience of the fimo- 
ticmaij had not at last given waj, and his love of case got 
the better of his partj spirit. 

The crop for a long time had been on an average 500 
hda., with the usual proportion of rum and molasses. 
But the jear 1839, for the first time during fiify jears, 
had seen a diminution of that number bj one half, and 
the cause of this sad falling off it was now mj anxious 
desire to ascertain aocuratelj, or rather, I should saj, to 
discover if an J, saving the want of labour, reall J did exist. 
The manager, Mr. Brown, was a man of good education, 
who had been long on tlie propertj, and was consequentlj 
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well acqaainted with the capabilities of the land, and also 
with the character, general and spedfic, of the pc<^e. 
He said that of two great evib arising out of emandp** 
tion, he scarcelj knew which was the worst, but tfaej 
both arose fiom the same cause, the absence of a contnd- 
ling power over the Negroes, who were like infiints wbom 
the law takes care of, unable by their own judgment to 
regulate their actions properly. Th^ could not faring 
themselves to work continuously, and when they were 
in the field, no threat nor punishment in the power of any 
one to inflict, could induce them to execute their task 
with that nice attention which tropical agriculture, and 
especially the culture of the cane, requires; and it ap- 
pears doubtful to him, whether the mere abstraction of 
their former quota of labour, or the slovenly scratching 
work now oli^ained, operated most injurioudy for the 
planter. They both have a direct tendency to diminish 
the production of the land, and in that way had jointly 
resulted in a general loss of crop for the bygone year, 
of fully one moiety. On the Fortune, neariy one half 
of the former population had gone away. In &ct, on 
almost every estate, there was a general upheaving of 
society, the ties by which it was kept together in other 
days having been broken asunder, and a restless desire 
for change, in hopes of still further improving their con- 
dition, taking possession of the labouring populatioiu 
Many a planter relied on former attachment, fostered by 
kind treatment; but a child remembers not such associa- 
tions, and can the N^ro^ with his puerile mental develop- 
ment, be actuated by them? On ignorance of this fiMt 
with many, and wilful neglect of it among others, the 
resolution to emancipate them without sufficient prepare* 
tion, and, subsequently, the sudden termination of the 
period of apprenticeship as fixed by the act, are owing, and 
out of it all the evik which the sugar Colonies now suflRsr, 
and are doomed to undergo hereafier, must emanate. 

o 
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A Byttem which shuts the etr of the nder agAinst the 
▼oioeofpracticey asq>po8ed to that of theory or imagina- 
tkm, cannot work well, espedaDj m the Colonies, which 
are 80 distant finom the seat of govemmenty and fiom 
whence the soond is bat fiseble^ as compared with the 
tmbnlent agitation and load ootcrjr which the partisans 
of the opposing faction are abk to raise, and which indeed 
oreraw the ministerial par^. The time has arrived 
when the stragg^ of classes to promote the interests of 
their order, is to troable the nation and influence the 
parliament. It is thus the wel&re of those settlements 
which have festered the immense manufacturing power 
in Britain, until it has become dangerous political^ to tho 
state, is oyenhadowed and utterlj lost si^t of hy the 
colossal interest they engendered; and if such base ter- 
giremtion is possible, as anything may be in this age, 
judging firom the aspect of the times, we may ereii anti- 
cipate that before many years elapse^ free trade will make 
soch p rugres s as to force all other considerations to give 
WSJ to it; and the question of slavery, hitherto regarded 
as one of morals, and to which commercial and all other 
naticmal interests mtt»t give place^ shall be forced into the 
shade, and a demand made, that restrictions on the for- 
eign and illicit slave trade shall cease, as incompatible 
with that unlimited scope which mercantile enterprise 
in every form and in every quarter demands. The doc- 
trine sought to be established seems to be that wherever 
doth or iron, or any article which has undergone mani- 
pulation in Ghreat Britain, can be sold, whatever may be 
the commodity received in exchange, every thing that 
dogi in the least, or interferes with the transaction, must 
be removed* But I need not look ferward; suffident fer 
the day is the evfl thereof. 

After an anzioos and harassing mominj^ spent partly 
in the fidds, I returned in the afternoon to my femily, 
more car»-wom and ddected than ever. It was some 
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relief to find them in good spirits, and I resolved at all 
times to conceal, as much as posable, the angoish which 
tlie state of afiisurs might occasion me, and which I had 
no doubt now, would be my portion. Still, however, I 
trusted that something might occur to assist us in our 
efibrts; and, like my fellow suifeiers, I yet, with a sort 
of despairing look, turned my eye to the mother country. 
^Now, Barton," said my wife as I entered, ^dear those 
moody brows; I and the girk are so delighted with the 
placel the gay sunshine I the blooming flowers in Decem- 
ber I the lovely birds, and the joyous £ioe of every thing 
about us, fipom the aspect of nature, to the dark visage 
of the N^ro^ that we are determined ndther care nor 
sorrow shall reach us.** ^'Ah, sol my lively dame,** 
replied I; ^and what say you, young ones?** '^Ohl 
papa, we have been so happy to-day, George has shown 
us every thing about the place, and really it looks like a 
paradise.'' ^And where is Master George?'' enquired I, 
^ for he hath not been at Ins work to-day." ^How could 
he," cried my wife, ^I hope he asked leave, nevertheless; 
did you George?" ^'Certainly," replied he, ^I could not 
think of it otherwise." ^ Right, my boy; discipline 
among Whites as well as Blacks, is essential to the success 
of a sugar settlement." In the bosom of my femily, I 
now, as on former .occasions, found solace and consolation 
for every affliction. My son Qeoige is well acquainted 
with the principal persons in the neighbourhood, and he 
entertained us with an account of them, preparatoiy to 
the intercourse which must now take place. He is a 
tail handsome lad, though embrowned by the toil of an 
overseer^s employment, and, I flatter myself, possessed 
of considerable talents; but he^ unlike me, looks on the 
bright side of the picture, and has confident expectations 
that good times are in store for us« 

My wife, bom and educated in London, has those pr»- 
delictkins which are peculiar to people who bdong lo.a 



20 

lafge d!tjf and she never, even in the gay neighbourhood 
where we resided in En^and, was perfectly reconciled to 
a continned absence from that centre of all attractions, 
the grand metropolis. The parks, the theatres, and the 
opera, were to her the summit of human felicity, and 
other gaieties, lacking their presence, were only to be 
endured, not enjoyed. It was a proof of her naturally 
kind disposition, and her fondness of her fiunily, that she 
gave up 80 cheerfully those cherished likings in favour 
of us whose partialities took an opposite direction, and we 
otbn told her that we believed she really cared as littie 
kfc London as we did, especially when, on the annual 
monthly sojourn there, she manifested always much 
earnestness to return to her rural home. Certainly, how- 
ever that may be, no fiunily was ever happier or more in 
unison than ours. It would be difficult to tell whether 
parents or children loved each other best. Yet a removal 
to a distant Colony fixr the first time, with one at my 
wife's age, and with her associations fixed for nuiny yeare, 
so diflferent from the ideas she was to acquire in her new 
abode, altogetiier constituted a change which gave me 
anxiety of a different nature fipom that arising out of the 
general condition of my class. Not that she was singular 
m her porition. Many ladies of the province had returned 
to their husbands' estates under even more disheartening 
circumstances, toe it was well known that a majority 
of my fellow planters were involved in debt; over those I 
had a great advantage, for having never spent my income^ 
I had some thousands of pounds at my credit in England, 
besides a considerable sum in one of the Colonial banks. 
My two girls were lady-like and handsome; the eldest, 
Grace, of rather a grave and meditative disposition, but yet 
czoeedin^y pleasing in her manners; Jane^ the youngest, 
lively and fiill of glee— both all that I could wish in dis- 
podtaoii. Thus was I situated with my flock around me 
at llie eventful era in the West Indies, of a commencing 
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struggle ibr the means of sapporting existence; that snch 
it is, every thing indicatesy and therefore I put the ezprev- 
sion down in this record of my opinions. 

Looking abroad, I can see nothing to enliven the proa- 
pect The parliament and people of En^and are deter- 
mined to treat us like step-children, and to carry out thdr 
intentions, have sent a governor who is wedded to them 
in every way — a whig in principle, and an obedient ser- 
vant in all respects to his master, the colonial minister. 
Really, we cannot expect anything else; goveruOTS are 
generally poor men, with nothing but their claims on 
powerftd friends by which to obtain a livelihood, and 
if they set themselves up in opposition to their employers, 
ranged on the side of the Colony they govern, they cannot 
expect to continue in the good graces of those on whom 
they depend. In each settlement two parties exist, which 
are regularly pitted against each other, as much as buyer 
and seller in any commercial transaction. The official 
men are continually stickling for the rif^ts of the parent 
country, and making demands wliich the interests of the 
Colony require of her representatives to resist Thus^ 
it is perfiscdy nnderstood th^ are opposed to each other, 
and, in general, harmony and good humour prevail among 
both parties; but, when not a fraction of proper^, bat 
the whole of it, is at stake, men need not wonder that 
angry expressions occasionally emanate from colonial 
members, on hearing proposals containing, perhaps, the 
germ of a new and destructive ordinance to be imposed 
by the privy coundL Yet is has been the fiuhion fixr the 
press to assume, that the wran^ing in the local legisla- 
ture b invariably the result of bigoted obstinacy, and 
narrow-minded prejudice, on the part of those who protect 
the colonists in their rights and privileges, and are boundy 
by the very nature of their office as representatives, to do 
so. Doubtiess, the gentiemen of the colonial <^ce are 
often really surprised to find that some scheme^ which 
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thej imaged to be a specimen of sorpaBsing skill in 
sciencey has been pronounced impracticable or 
the men experienced in snch matters as it re- 
lates to^ and to whom it is sabmitted in the local assembly; 
their wrath is excited accordingly, and directed, not, (as it 
dioold be^like the Scorpion's stingy) against themselves, but 
showered in thundering despatches on the refractory colon- 
isU^ and those documents, when published, are descanted 
on by the press generally in a vexy unfriendly spirit to 
the planters. 

In short, it does seem to be impossible to instruct the 
inhabitants of the mother countiyin thehabits and customs 
of the people, to say nothing of the most judicious policy 
and mode of government to be instituted among their off- 
qxring afapoad. I have often heard it said by enquiring 
friends, that thqr can find no books to inform them on 
West Indian affairs Now, the fiict is, books are not 
wanting but the interest to make them amusing — ^the 
lauce^ as it were, to the meat, is not widely difiused 
among our countrymen, and so long as the European 
population of the Colonies is but a tiny fragment, project- 
ed periodically from the great mass at home, this must 
continue to be the case. It is this too, which, becoming 
more powerful in its operation as new Colonies are 
planted, and fresh drains made on our adventurous youth, 
diverting them to another hemisphere, has the effect 
of weakening, from year to year, our influence in the im- 
perial parliament, because this must depend much on the 
Dumber of relatives which the members have either resi- 
dent or interested in the Colonies; within the last six or 
eig^t years, symptoms have shown themselves of diminish- 
ing emigration from Great Britain to the West Indies. 
T^ thooe signs will become more dedded, if we continue 
to letvograde, while Australia advances steadily on the 
taw Mg of impfovement (only checked now, it is be- 
Sflfv^d, far a short period), and other settlements are 
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formiDg in the same regixukf which pramifle to edqpte the 
elder one. 

British Gtiianai fermerij three separate Cokmiei^ is 
now one, they being tmitod under a 8inji;^e goremor. It 
is a captured, and afterwards ceded terriUny. Its laws 
and local regnlations, were secured to it by the artides 
of capitulation; but the Queen in councfl (as in all such 
cases) has the power of imposing any orders that are 
deemed proper, subject to the revision of Parliament. 
The constitution, in so fiur as the Colony is interested, 
is representative. The legislature consists of the Court 
of Policy, containing five <^cial members, vis., the 
governor, chief justice, attorney-general, collector of cn*- 
toms, and government secretaiy; and five col<mial mem- 
bers, chosen fipom the body of the planters, by a college 
of electors (or kiezers as they are styled in the original 
Dutch), who, when a vacancy occurs in the Court of Po- 
licy, send in two names to that body, one of which the 
members are obliged to select as that of the new member. 
This college consists of seven, who are elected by the votes 
of all the inhabitants who pay above five pounds steriing 
per annum indirect taxes. The lower legislative body is 
called the College of Financial Representatives; they axe 
six in number, and, as their designation impUes, are con- 
fined in their duties to the care of the financial c o ncerns 
of the Colony. Thqr meet every year in oonjunctko 
with the Court of Policy, constituting thus the Combined 
Assembly, but, separately, they have no power to kgiskte^ 
and it is only in regard to money matters that they are 
joined fi>r this purpose with the higher court The latter 
has the initiative in all bills, and in firaming the estimate^ 
but each item is discussed separately by the comlnDed 
assembly, and passed or rejected, and in the same manner 
the ordinance impodng> taxes tar the year is debated and 
passed. 

It was not to be expected that British Ouiana, in this 
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age of reform, should be without its patriots, and it has 
been our misfortune to be troubled with a fow of thenii 
the principal being the editor of a rabid and radical Chro* 
nide, and his chief abettors certain missionaries of the 
London Society and voluntaries among the dissenting 
de^gymen* Inscanningi with the keen eye of the dem»* 
gogue, the ccmstitution of our legislative courts, they dis- 
ooreied what they imagined to be a tangible evil in the 
coOege of electors; and, indeed, one would almost fimcy 
that the sagacity of our Dutch predecessors had devised, 
in this institution, a check in some future day on the de- 
signs, either of radicals like the parties I speak of, or of in- 
dividuals who, by their influence with the emancipated 
tax-payers, would be able to control any election. This 
body stands as a shield between popular excitement, how- 
ever caused, and the colonial constitution. Abolish it, and 
the multitudeof hucksters, small shop-keepers, carters, Ac, 
belonging to the Negro population who aro voters, would 
thrust such men into the legistature as might render its 
sittings a mockeiy. Those who desire to have the Court 
of Policy elected directly by the votes of the tax-payers, 
seek to break down a Wrier between them and power. 
Some good and well-disposed persons, unquestionably, 
have taken up the cxy, misled by the plausible word, 
Reform, which, by some process of reasoning peculiar to 
them, they readily induce themselves to believe must be 
beneficial, although they cannot distinctly perceive how 
it is to come about. Our legislature, as it stands, pos- 
sesses a majority in favour of colonial interests in the 
Comlnned Assembly, which is of vast importance, if the 
imperial government continue to respect it. But cer- 
tainly, many years ago^ the colonial minister, feeling the 
caib impooed on him by this state of affidrs, did declare 
ftnnally,that the Finandal Representatives had noauthor- 
i^, except to impose taxes in conjuncti<m with the Court 
of Poliqr, the latter announcmg the amount of revenue 
lor puUic business, and the former having no- 
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thing to do but oonsidcr and decide how it was to be 
raised* Should thia doctrine be establishedi the crown 
would tax the Colony as it thought prqper^ the Court 
of Policy, by the casting vote of the governor^ who is 
president ex-offido, being entirely at the disposal of the 
home goyemment; but the colonists have steadfly and 
manfully resisted this infringement on their prhrilege^ 
and hidierto the matter has been allowed to rest on the 
old understanding. 

In this manner do affiurs, public and private, stand on 
my return to the Colony, after an absence of ten years, at 
which distance of time my last periodical visit had beea 
made. The change in the general aspect of the oonntiy 
and the people, does not strike one at first. On Sundays, 
the alteration in the dress of the Negroes is especially r^ 
marked; for on week days theyprefer the former state of 
semi-nudity, as more natural to them. In &ct, many of 
them, like the Highlanders, find the confinement of ti^t 
nether garments insupportable, save on Sundays or hotU 
days,when vanity gets the better of aversion. The Creoles 
aro wonderfolly improved in their taste for dress, and on 

buckra clothes of the first foshion always. But tho 
Afiican has less judgment, and the most ludicrous exhi- 
bitions are to be seen on the higihway, while th^ are 
crowding to church. My wifo was both shocked and 
amused by th^m on Sunday. For instance, one man 
appeared with nothing but a hat, and tho fig leaf of 
modem savage lifo, a lap ; another had the latter, and 
nothing else saving a new swallow-taQed coat, and ^vcs, 
all the rest was ^birth-day suit." The ladies hod in- 
variably, whatever their dress might be, poriiaps mordy 
an apology for a short petticoat, umbrellas over their 
heads to shelter them from the sun, under which they 
had been probably woridng the whole week. But in 
reality, they aro as much for ornament as use, and in 
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imitation of the White ladieB and thdr pfuraaob. These 
lie extreme casca, howereri and like ^rari wmUt m 
jwrgiU vagtor In general| the Crede women look le- 
markablj well in thoae showy dreaaea which thqr are 
BOW enabled to purchase, and to which thejr are at- 
tracted by their unchastened taste. White garmenta 
ahraya im[nave the appearance of a Uack individoali pro- 
Tided the fixtures axe goody and the general sjmmetiy 
of figore is pleasing* While the Africans are often fimnd 
to be ill-duq)ed and ngly, the Creoles of both sexes are 
more frequently obserrcd to possess agreoableconntenanoes 
and handsome personsi than to be disagreeable in dther. 
I fear, from the short experience I have had of their 
manners and cnstomsy that they are not imptored by 
smandpotion. Indeed, the command of money whidi 
thqr enjoyi places them under many temptations to whidi 
thgr have been hitherto unaocnstoned. Like all people 
m their stage of civilization^ they have a great fondness 
lor ardent spirits, and an enormous quanti^ is consumed 
throughout this province, especially during the ^'big 
hoUdayi** as they call the Christmas festivities, when 
drinking, fightings and rioting are indulged in to an ex- 
tent known perhaps nowhere in Europe out of Ireland. 
This I have witnessed within the last few days. During 
the former times, it was customaiy to allow great license 
to the sUves on a holiday; a case of drunkenness was 
always ovcriooked, or if it required attention for the sake 
of the man himself, the par^ was safely locked up in 
bo^tal until he should recover the use of his senses. 
Now the scene is altered, if I may judge from what I have 
already observed, as the roads and grounds are literally 
strewed with sleeping men, who have thrown themselves 
down asthey were overcome by the potent liquor, where- 
ever that might be. The nccesrity of evciy planter 
Hiding Um to conciliate the labourers, in onjer to draw 
tlMn towards him, the enf(»eement of any salutaxy regu- 
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lation 18 out of tho question, unless the stipendiaiy 
or the police take it into their own hands, and tbej sd- 
dom trouble themsdves until tbej are comjdainod to^ 
which few managers or proprietors will Tcnture on at the 
present period. Tho feet in our body p<diti^ ttaxiy 
threaten to change places with the head, and to regulate 
the proceedings of the social nmdiine. The man will be 
master, and the master will be just what the man chooaes 
to make him. 

My femily have not enjoyed the view fiom tho porch 
so much within the last week; and, indeed, they mdj 
venture to look bqrond the gallery since Christmas. The 
scenes they saw on that day changed altogether the 
joyous feeling which the deUdous dhnate, with its bakny 
air and sweet flowers, had excited. My ^zls droop and 
look languid, although our ndghbours, who are pleasing 
lively people, have been voiy attentive; our interooorae 
having been so fiequent as to occasion already a sort 
of intimacy among them. It is an amusing study to en- 
quire into the opinions, thoughts, and expectations of the 
proprietary body at this eventfid epoch; and, I need 
scarcely say, that they all vary as much as could possibly 
be expected; but among the thinking and cakuktingi 
fear preponderates over hope. With the ignorant and 
the youthful, sanguine expectations are indulged as to the 
future prospects ofthe sugar settlements. ^ You will aee^** 
say they, ^the price of sugar rise so high that the e^qpen- 
diture we now ocmsider exorbitant will be little felt, 
because whatever our revenue may be fiom a very hi^ rate 
of prices, our expences will not increase, and if we got 
forty pounds for one cask of sugar, and a corrcspcmding 
rate for rum and molasses, we shall be better off than 
when we had much better crops, more abundant labour, 
and a lower rate of expenditure.'* Then one of the more 
thinking class of planters will intcqKMe with, ^And shall 
this continue? will tho people of England not begin to 
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xmagfaie that thcj aro paying too dear for the whistle 
(of fieedom)? John Bull likes cheap charitj; it is vexy 
well to emancipate slaves when we are to obtain great 
^iarj iar so doin^ by paying only two fifths of their Yolne ; 
it is a good bargain ; but when we are to buy our nigar 
fifty per cent, dearer than the French| John will say, 
^This is nonsense, we are not to pay too dear for the namo 
of philanthropy either, it is not worth it, e'en torn to the 
right aboat and cat the concern."' ^^O," then will cry 
our sanguine p<diticianS| ''such a thing is absur^ fanpos- 
sible; the national credit is at stake; it would b^ as bad 
u taking the sponge to the national debt, or adopting 
uy other of the crude radical sdiemes of the day.** Ireally 
thbk so too. I cannot imagine such a breach of good 
fiith, and such a cruel destruction of propert y as would 
ensue iqwn it. Gloomy as the prospect is which the de- 
priyati<m of labour has opened up to us, I cannot beUevo 
or imagine that the most infiduatod cabinet would render 
h altogether hopeless, by opening the ports of Great Bri- 
tain to the sugar of slave-importing countries. To anU- 
dpate such calamitous legislation is to slander tacitly the 
CMftuatf as well as the int^rity of a parliament repre- 
senting the first empire of the world. Yet those who 
really, if such there be^ look forward to this catastrophe, 
ore not altogether without grounds for apprehension, 
when we r^aid the reckless course recommended by the 
manufiictnring or firee trade party, which, if adopted, 
would sweep off every existing interest for the bene- 
fit, as they fimcy, of the weavers or spinners, but which 
would destroy them as certainly as the Colonies. Surely, 
however, then is yet some good sense left to the nation ; 
and, powerful as that parfy is, Icannot think its adherents 
win gain their ends. 

^Papa,** said my youngest chfld to me, one morning 
latdly, in answer to a question, ''it is wonderfid how 
■uidi the most striking filature in the general aspect .of 
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this ooantiy is kept oat* of sight| by thoso who write on 
ity OS well as other warm climates in which tho masses are 
not civilized.'' ^ Yon mean the scanty wardrobe of the 
people. Why, my dear, I dare say the ladies in general 
are shocked, as yon have been, by this defidenoy; bot 
it is wonderful how time and cosUmi reconcile ns to sadi 
peculiarities.'' ^Ohl" said the poor girl covering her 
hcBf ^ I shall never be able to endure it. It has dia- 
gosted me with the place enUrdy." ^ Pooh I child. See 
how other yonng women of refinement endure it; how 
perfectly unconsdous th^ appear in tho presence of our 
half-dad bladdes, and even take a lesson £ram thsnu 
Trust moy twdve months hence a naked ann will not af- 
fect you so much." ^ And then," said mamma, ^instead 
of the nice^ smiling^ good-humoured Negroes we havo 
seen in England, to find that thc^ are hero not only half- 
savage, but proud and insolent I Just yesterday I heard 
one who must have been a stranger, enquire if that budoa 
woman was the old man's wife — ^meaning you,of courso-— 
andif the old woman" (^meaning you, of course," inter- 
posed I, with a laugh,) ''was to remain on the estate.** 

''Well," replied I, "it is not veiy pdite, I must allow ; 
but in your own England,' it will be granted, the peasant 
is nearly as boorish as the poor labourer here^ if he has 
not the same opinion of his own consequence, for it is on 
that particular that the whole absurd demeanour of poor 
spoiled bladdo rests. The country kmt of En^and sur- 
passes him in native surliness of deportment, whidi we^ 
with a sdf-complacenqr peculiar to oursdves, style indo- 
pendence, as if it was necessaiy to be rude to maintain the 
dignity of human nature; — but you find the serirants dvil 
enough?" "Yes, certainly," replied my wife, "they are 
very different firom the gang, as you odl it, genenUy.** 
"And that is," answered I, with the air of one who had 
gained a victoiy, "a proof that fiurther intercourse with 
^ Whites will amend the apparent upsetting indviliiy 



30 

QfthemalL Thoj Imvo been oocustomed to regard finco- 
dam and akTerjr as the natural distinctioD botwecn man 
vid man; and tfaey think, as freomen, thcj are entitled 
to the tune consideration as the Whites^ which, as slaves,^ 
thej oould not aq»re to. Thqr understand little of the 
gndatioos of society among Europeans, and it is only 
^'late Tears that any of them, in this comparatively new 
C0I007, could undentand why a freeman should labour 
^Us hands; manual woric of almost every description 
l>>ving been performed by slaves, it was natural to con- 
i>^ it with a state of slaveiy; and, indeed, they say now 
^aienrant is a slave for a certain period, in the same 
iBmner that th^ were formerly bondsmen for life; and it 
cmnol be denied that a hired servant b pretty much in 
^t position.'' '^My dear fiLther,** said my eldest girl, 
^yon inrprMe me; what is there about an English servant 
tbat ii skvishr ^'Nay," replied I, <<if you take that as 
A tes^ what is there, or what has there been for many years 
About Uackie, to realize the idea which people in England 
hare of a slave; they picture such a captive as Steme^s, 
fer instance, and they raise a widl over him as if ho was a 
rcali^. The Negro^ for many years before his emanci- 
pation, after he was humanized, in fact, or in other words, 
partly reclaimed fix>m his African wildncss, has been 
▼cry nearly in the same situation as a labourer, excepting 
the strong £Eu;t, that tlie fee simple of service had been 
bought, not only for his own life, but tliat of his posterity^ 
I do not deny that this destroys all analogy between the 
parties, but what I mean to say is, that the slave was as 
well protected, and in the same way, in his rights, as the 
servant ii* \n his; his fixMl, clotliing, lodging, and garden 
ffoawh ^^* TO all fixed by law, and officers appointed, who 
were ifMlr(«»nflcnt of the planters, to see that the provisions 
in their fiivoor were strictly carried out; injurious treat- 
ment of a slave by any in authority over him, was severely 
punished; and, in fiu:i, to such length did this go at last, 
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that it was univonany lemariiod to be much safer to get 
into a qoarrel with a white than a bkck man.'' ^Oh, my 
dear," said my spoosoi ^I am well versed in that already; 
but nobody believes what you say, so you may as well 
keep quiet on the subjecti — ^who images that a slave has 
any rightsP ^Why," observed G^ige, ^when (me be- 
lieves that a man has a right, as they say the slavoKmncr 
haS| to the blood, bones, and sinews of another, it is very 
natural for one to bncy that the man should diqwso 
of those said ingredients in the slaveys composition as he 
might think best; for inscance, he mi^t keep him, as the 
cattle are kept in Abyssinia, for the supply of his own 
table, if he liked such dainties, to be devoured as the said 
blood and flesh might be required; or, if he chose to dis- 
pose of the said component parts in another way for his 
amusement, he might get as much pleasant flog^g out 
of the blood, bones, and sinews, day by day, as would 
keep him in that variety of enjoyment for at least several 
days; or if he selected another method, roasting for ex- 
amplo— " ^Child, diildl cease this absurdity— '^ <<Naj, 
fiither I this is exactly the sort of reasoning by which the 
anti-slaveiy people at home lead the ignorant population 
to believe the almost universal practice of the Whites here 
to be, that of wanton crudty towards the Blacks." 
^Come, comer cried I, ^there is not a more aealons ad- 
vocate of tlie ill-used planter than you are, but you must 
not treat the subject in this manner. 

^Tell me, girls, for it is some time since I asked the 
question, how the society of the Colony advances in your 
good graces.'' ^ Why," replied my youngest and most 
lively damsel, ^if we do not exactly relish the saUeportiQii 
of the populace, I think we are agreed in being /^tf^^^ 
with the agreeable manners of the more light com* 
plexioned.'' '^Isit even so> and without any exceptaonal 
cases?* ^ Nay, not feo neither," replied Mil. Fkemimii, 
^' there are a fow sombre or morose characters whom we 
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profess not to understand ; but Mr. Bidlgr^ and the Wd- 
lin^uuns, whom wo have seen most frequently, aro in 
fiict such as thoso whose company we chiefly enjojred in 
£ngland-~pleasant| warm hearted, hospitable country 
gentlemen and their fimuUes.** ^Yeiy true,'' said I, 
^that IS exactly what they are in every respect; and 
ahhoog^ one of them at least has the evDs of the times 
bearing hard upon him, he has too much courtesy to show 
h among those friends who aro better offl Now, Jane, 
give me a sketch of the Wellinghams, &ther and son, and 
I shall teD you frankly if you are near the mark in your 
characteristics,^ ^ Why, fiither," said she, holdmg down 
her head, with a sly look, ^ I am not sure that I shall bo 
CO safe ground." ^Nay, nay,** cried Mrs. Premium, 
l^^andng at Grace, and smiling ^no insinuations.** 
^Ahal* thou^t I, '^here hath been something beyond 
sugar planting. How natural it is for women to specu^ 
late on matrimony P ^ Now, what are you thinking of, 
papa?" cried Grace, slightly colouring. ^I know by 
that look there is something passing in your mind." 
^ Nothing, chOd, save a passing reflection on the tendency 
in womankind to speak and ruminate on the cflcct their 
charms have on the lords of the creation. Here have you 
been but a few weeks, and already is it thought probable 
that you are making havoc among tlie young noblesse of 
o«ir Colony.** ^ Some nonsense of Jane*8 ; nothing else, 
I assure you, papa.** ^I should really think so,** said 
I gravely. ^ Truly it can be nothing else, although 
you are so intelligent-looking^ all of you.** The truth is, 
iny good dame is a little too much bent on seeing her 
daughters wdl settled, as she calls it, in the world ; and 
bor brun, I may say, is in a state of fermentation when 
a good-looking young man with a handsome fortune comes 
scnMS her. I have always remarked that this disposition 
comes naturally to the sex ; and that when it manifests 
itself at an ciuiy stage of the daughter's life, it is alto- 
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gether inoontrollable. My girls were amused by this 
quality in mamma, which they were acute enough to per- 
ceive very soon, but I feared that they might acquire a 
little taste for it also^ and thatj I think, of all other fismale 
fellies of the minor kind, the most disagreeable in a young 
woman, and therefore have alwajrs repressed any appear- 
ance of it by a grave or morose look, or by derision. Having 
been so much occupied with business, I paid little attention 
to visitors, and was frequently absent when they came; I 
had thus been ignorant of the drcumstanoe, so impcnrtant 
in my wife^s c^es, that young Charles Wellingham, the 
heir to a large estate, had twice sat down in a window 
tete-artete with Grace. My youngest knew wdl the style 
in which I wished to curb this propensity of her mother, 
and met me freely with a corresponding sly raillery, not 
always understood by mamma. ^ And so^" continued I 
gravely, ^this gentleman has actually conversed with 
Grace alone, — and pray what did they talk about ?^ ^O, 
many things of course, but I believe longest upon the 
electric eel which Greorge brought yesterday, and which 
Mr. Wellingham described most minutely; and also the 
lake in Essequibo where it was obtained.'' ^Ahl well, 
and did Grace get a shock from the fish or did Charles,, 
or were both electrified?^ ^O fiel" said my wife in 
a low tone, and rather aside to me, ''so indelicate to 
her I" ''Egad I the affair has advanced rapidly since it 
is already a mystery," said I, again glancing at Grace, 
whose head was averted, but I could see from sundry 
quiverings of her hair, that she was suppressing a strong 
impulse to risibility. "I am quite shocked, Mr. Premium! 
Ghrace, dear, fetch the eau-de-cologne firom my room; 
now do let the girl alone (after she had gone); one 
would imagine that you had fergotten altogether that 
there were such things as tender feelings in the worid.** 
"Nay, my love, that is impossible," quoth I, "unless I 
should altogether fecget yon, which is not in natnr^— but 
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ypii speak of tender feelinfpy — I ratlier think jrou mean 

^^'^der onn, fer if thejr are so eanly kindled they must be 

^lome similar combustible material.'' '^Jnst keep yourself 

H^^ for the love of deaNrum." ^Bather, my dear wife, 

^^ you that in remembrance^'' replied I^ more gravelyi 

^ for decorum's sake, do not £mcy evexy man who 

'tl^ without a witness to your daughter to bo in love 

^her; Met not thy wish/ as old Will hath it, <so often 

^ &ther to that thought.' " Here my spousei as on fbr- 

^^ oocarions^ showed her resentment of my injurious 

^^^^cJiy by silentty taking up a bode and beginning to 





I ^ -9 and soon after leaving the room, while a slight 
Ij^f ^le fiom Jane's eye told me how wdl she understood 
ijogred the scene. 

ut you have not given me the character — ^flung me 
.^Mture, as Sir Walter hath it — of our two fiicnds," 
I, <*so go on." " Well then, to begin," said 
'^I like them both veiy much. The old gentleman, 
his spare form, dark countenance^ and lively man- 
I should imagme a good specimen of the planter 
had long resided on his own estate; while the son, 
^ong bom college, and ardent in the pursuit of what- 
he undertakes, is a combination of the impetuous 
^ of the sun and the sombre Englishman, the latter 
of his character appearing in the praiseworthy man- 
in which he keeps down his fiery disposition to suit 
laborious occupation imposed on him by the position 
now occupies; those traits I have partly observed, 
^^^y learned from others. I tell you this at once, papa, 
^ save you the trouble of critidsing my critique." 
S*airly done,"repliedI, ^andtolerablycorrect; alittlemore 
lihading, perhaps, in the latter figure would make a more 
tmthfid picture; I fear me the youth's passions are at 
times somewhat o ve rp ower in g. His fiither, always a mild, 
quiet man, has, since the advent of our bad times, had 
to strugg^ with debt left to him by his predecessor, which 
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makes his lai^ property inconvenient to him, by inducing 
people^ wise mammas and othersi to believe him richer than 
he is." '^Wonld it not be well, papa, to let that fiurt be 
known in someqnartersi it may save much care and anxiety, 
yon know." ^Ahl yon sly one — ^I believe you are right, 
however, and on second thoughts it can't bo secret long; 
these times are likely soon to lay <^)en every man's affiurs, 
as well as if they were posted up in printed papon on the 
pillars of the conrt-honse." ^I do hope yon are too dia- 
trostfiil,'' replied my young one, ^fer every man seems to 
be lively and cheeiful around us." ^Climate, my dear; 
the effect of sunshine, which produces a sort of excitement 
similar to intoxication. Have you not heard that French- 
men are never unhappy from anjrthing^ so long as the slqr 
is unclouded. And why do so many people hang them- 
selves in England, but because they have no sun to cheer 
them — at least to speak of; no, no, the people of the 
Antilles see no things 'that cast thdr shadows before;' 
they are so dazzled by their blazing luminary — ^ ^ And 
what are you, my firiend," replied my spouse, who had now 
entered, ''truly you offer a contradiction in yoursdf to 
your own words ; at home, renuurkable for cheerfulness — 
here, already diristened the Croaker of the Colony." ''Say 
you so ; then my wise neighbours begin to feel the fbvoe 
of my remarks. Weill as Croaker says, 'God grant we be 
all as wdl this day three years.*" 

lit Mahch, 1840. 

I AM gradually settling down into a regular planter, 
being every day in the field to see that all hands are about 
thdr business ; not as distrusting Mr. Brown, who is an 
excellent fellow, and indefatigable in his attention, but to 
satisfy myseU^ by ocular observation, of the causes which 
have led to such an extraordinary fidling off in the crops. 
I am already convinced that unless some change taJ^ 
place in the population, either by an immense acoessioii 
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to ity or by some mirade like that witm^t by the wand 
of the magiciaii in the tale of Valentine ilnd Ononi which 
endowed a savage with reason by a sin^e gyration in the 
aify there can be no chance of getting continuous labour 
from the people. Throughout the last month| I have been 
every morning in the fields, and although the gang num- 
bers in the aggregate more than 500, and should hayo 
from 120 to 150 at work with cutlass, shovel, or hoe eveiy 
day, we have not had an average of one-third of that 
number. Nothing can be more striking as contrasted 
with the same occasion in England, than the ^turn-outs." 
The beQ rings at half-past six; about half an hour after- 
ward they will bo seen moving about their cottage doors, 
preparing hot water and sugar (or coffee), and boiling 
their brenkfiists, consisting diiefly of plantains with a 
piece of salt pork or fish. The former they take befi)re 
going onty the latter they cany with them in a tin sauce- 
pan, and cat occasionally during the veiy leisurely per- 
formance of their specified task, which is generaDy over 
before one. I have seldom seen more than two-thirds 
of those who went to work for the day, in the fields before 
eight. The young and strong easily get through their 
allotted work in four hours, and if they are mudi in want 
of money, they will do three tasks in one day. A man 
did so many last month; he was about to be married, and 
wanted funds for the customary festivities. 

I was amused yesterday by a Scotch overseer who had 
been some short time in the Colony before 1838. He 
found fiiult with a young follow engaged in digging a 
drain, saying ^that he did not make it deep enough.'' 
^Heyl obushal" said the negro^ looking impudently in 
his fiioe, ^you tink tha' woric no straining.** ^It's no 
•training a bit, if ye were not lasy," quoth Saunders, 
latrhing the shovel firom his hand, and beginning to dig 
like one who knew what he was about ^EayP said 
Madrifsacmtdhing his head, and looking on with indignant 
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surprise; then muttering^ ^bye um bye, sun sha' bum 
you 6} dish here." But the untiring buckra pe rs ev e re d 
for half an houry during which he made more p rogre w 
than the other in the two hours in which he had been 
scraping at the trench that morning; then throwing down 
the implement, he told the man he would engage, tor a 
reasonable hire, to .do as much as two of the strongest 
men on the estate, and neyer look over his ihooiher after 
it ^ Just see him noo," cried he in wrath, as the negro 
resumed his shovel, ^^he grips it as if it brmU his fingers." 
When I say that they perform thw tasks according to 
the tariff fixed by law, I mean that they go throuf^ with 
them, but they are always inadequately done, and lefk in the 
most slovenly condition ; if tlie people blamed fi>r so doin^^ 
they look for another employer who will treat them with 
more indulgence. 

My neighbour Ridley, of the Mount, as his plantation 
is rather inaptly denominated, quati bteu$ a nan bi u nda, 
for tliere is not even a hillock in the cultivated parts of the 
province, has been much with me lately. Ho is one of 
those men who have fought their way up finom the lowest 
step on the planting ladder to the highest, in the fiioe 
of many difficulties, and is, as may be imagined, a person 
of great eneigy, shrewd, sensible, and well versed in coIo* 
nial affairs, although he has not had the advantage of a 
first-rate education. He and I agree in our general views 
of West Indian matters, but he is sanguine as to the 
prices which we are to obtain for produce, and veiy lately 
was exulting over the prices current, whidi anticipate 
a state of the market to fulfil his predictions; ^and,* said 
he, ^it is full time that this should take place, toot the 
great evil is pressing more closely on me every day. I 
have already abandoned one-third of my cultivation, and 
I shall be obliged forthwith to give up some more fields; 
yesterday, I had only 40 at wrok, instead of 80 or 100^* 
my usual gang m former days. So it is not difficult to 



38 

^Mne the upshot; I must bo contented with half cropsy 

^ unlesB we get doable prioeS| how can we get on with 

^Mde ezpenditme." ^I admit the truth of your asser- 

^* replied I, ^bat I cannot perceive how, because it is 

'^^oeasaij to our suocessy that we are, as a matter of course^ 

^ liave unprecedented prices.** ^Why, where is the 

''tick to come Cram?" enquiied my firiend hastily; ^^if the 

f^'^otity produced is less by one half than in preceding 

y^^^n, it must rise excessivdy." ^ You forget altogether 

^^^'^^^ what we have often discussed." ^Poohy pooh I*' cried 

^ ^my dear "Mi. Premium^ you are not seriously ex- 

i'^^^ing that the people who have been so much agitated, 

^''^ ibrmany yean, on the subject of slavery, are to turn 

'^''^^^^all at once and encourage the system they have 

"^'^'^a so strenously condenming; I have always thought 

y**^^ "were jddngy as you do so often on other subjects, when 

y^^*^ enter on that topic" "Well, my friend," said I, **we 

""^I] not anticipate worse calamities than those we are 

*^^^^wly afflicted with — sufficient for the day is the evil 

"•* ^u>£ The question of immigration seems to bo now 

cn>^:i^2iiMl upon with energy, although only in the Colonies; 

^'^'^ imperial government continuing in the same inert state 

'^S^rding it, and we may hope to have an addition to our 

^^^^^ber of labourers." "Only, I fear, to the numbers," 

'^X^lied Mr. Bidlqr; "I am decided in my opinion that the 

^'^Ijr suitable labourers for us are Africans — ^Europeans 

^^'^ been tried, and they have fidled. Those of the same 

^^^^ whom they now propose to bring from Madeira 

^^ the Azores may stand ^e climate better, but I have 

^^^^ts on that point, from what I have seen of those who 

^ tlieady here." "And the Coolies of India," said I, 

^^^ not fully answered expectation." "Better, how- 

^T^> than the Portuguese from Madeira, but neitlier 

^^^eae races has the robust form of the Negroes." "Itis 

]][]^^^4erfii] what men are driven to by the pressure of clr- 

a friend of mine imported thirty Irishmen 
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ftom Connauglit last year, and he told me a few weeks 
ago, with a look of dismay^ that he would pay any one 
handsomely who would take them off his hands. 
<WhatI' said I, < Donnybrook?' <Ay/ answered he, 
^as regularly erery evening as their grog, and thej 
never miss that; such a set of wild ruffians nevor 
appeared in these . regions before; they are enou^ to 
scare the Indians from the settlement altogether, and thqr 
are accounted but savages inferior even to Afincans.'" 
^^God help us all^" said Mr. Ridley with a sif^ ^it is weD 
with you who are rich, even if your estate is utteriy de- 
stroyed, but what are those to do who have still scMue 
balance of purchase money unpaid, when they are barely 
able to dear thdr way, and totally unable to pay a 
shilling of interest The prospect is dariLening in regard to 
labour; the total want of subordination naturally arising 
out of a deficiency, is becoming a concomitant as bad as the 
monster evil that creates it." ^That,** I said, ^naturally 
follows; when a labourer becomes so valuable that yoa 
are under the necessity of conciliating him, how is it po^ 
sible tliat anything like subordination can exist?* ^Troe, 
certainly," replied Mr. Ridley, ^but there is a wantcm 
disregard to rule among them now, which shows the child 
out of school, or, if you will, the dog out of the chain — 
they manifest a degree of exultation in being able to set 
at defiance the regulations of the estate. Two days agoy 
a fellow stood up in my cane field, stretched himself 
out, called aloud that all might hear, 'dis ha woik no 
good, me da go fish, 01* and strai^tway shouldering hb 
shovel, marched off; a few of the rest gazed at him fer a 
short space, and one by one followed him. When the 
bulk of the gang saw what was going on, each man fol- 
lowed the example of the leadelr, just like a flock of sheep 
after the first who takes the leap^ and in half an hoar 
there was not one left in the field." '^That is a sin- 
gular feature in their characteri* said I; ^if one of tliem 
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quits his work bom any cause wfaafterer oonnected with 
Ae labour in hand, they are all sore to go; thej seem to 
think it degrading to remain if one refuses to continue at 
the iBsk: a stranger would imagine thej were all going 
to fish| whereas not one but the ringleader would think 
of it, and perhaps not even he.'' 

'^Did yon hear, neighbour, what our wise goremor 
said the other day?" enquired Ridley. ^In replying to 
the uigent anxiety of the colonial members of the Court, 
to impress on him the true condition of the Colony, he 
became impatient, and, glancing over his spectacles at the 
hst speaker, exclaimed, in his own style — ^ You assert ruin ; 
I assert prosperity.'" "Well," I answered, **and tliey 
were doubtless struck by the finroe, if not by the elegance 
oTthis pithy expression." "O, doubtless," quoth Ridley; 
^and 1^ then explained to them that he had the best 
authority for saying so. There was not a merchant in 
Water Street who would not tell them trade was better 
than before emancipation. ^ Yes, truly,' responded Mr. 
Briar, with a sardonic grin, ^they have reason to speak 
of prosperity. All the money drawn from our pockets to 
pqr enormous wages, increases and keeps up their sales 
in the meantime. That is only a proof of the extent of 
the evil that presses on the agricultural interest.' This 
was a poser to his Excellency, who looked first to his 
planting member, and then to his government Secretary 
— in vain. Honour to staunch old Briar I" continued 
Mr. Ridley enthusiastically; "there is no gammon about 
him." "We want a few more like him and his old friend. 
They have both a correct knowledge of the true in- 
terests of the Province, to say nothing of their talents, 
whidi are known to be great It is wonderful how per- 
tjnadonsly ignorant the official or government party per^ 
sist in being of the internal condition of the Colony." 
"They are misled," replied Ridlgr^ "first, by their own 
desire to obtain inteiligenoe fiivomrable to the success of 
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emancipation, which prompts them to apply to wrong 
persons; and, secondly, by two or three planters whose 
minds have a singolar bias, derived probd>ly from their 
whig politics, espedally him who is called the govemor^s 
member in the conrt, and who is, on other points, a 
shrewd, clever man, and an excellent member. The 
press, too^ is shamefally ignorant of what is called the 
colonial question, to say nothing of the condition of la- 
boor on the estates, and misleads the people at home." 
^That I do not wonder at, when we consider the high 
wages paid to all sorts of handicraftsmen. The marvel 
is, how a press can be snpported here at all; not thgt the 
conductors of newspapers are unable to pay agents who 
would report to them regulariy the state of the interior. 
It is the want of such persons which phu^es the editors at 
the mercy of any planter, known tp be such, who volun- 
teers information, the correctness of which they have no 
means of ascertaining; but they open their columns to all 
discussions which correspondents choose to enter into. I 
speak of the respectable portion of the press, not of that 
really rabid and blackguard journal, which, to the dis- 
grace of the planters, professes to support them, and it is 
said they keep up: the manner in wUch this paper men- 
tions the governor, whom it generally s^les ^gran^ 
mamma,' would sink it in almost any country of Europe. 
It is not by such defenders or base anadliaries that we 
must assert the justice of our cause." '^That may be,* 
said Ridley, with a grin; ^he makes the dogs feel thoogfa, 
and there are some who require a smart Uow to produce 
that effect upon them." 

(George, who is remarkably assiduous in his own depart- 
ment, instead of occupying a room in themanager^shoose^ 
has, since our arrival, at his mother's request, taken up 
his quarters in the manaon-house. I am thus put in posses- 
sion, every morning, of any particulars which Mr.Brown 
deems of too little importance to haveaplaoe in the daily 

F 



4S 

report of the gangSi which he sends over about nine (the 
hoar of breakfiut) on each day. He has thus kept his 
mother and sisters amused by any incidents occurring 
among the people, or in the fields. One day he was for* 
innate enough to catch a young tiger-cat in the cane 
pieoe^ which he brought home. It was about the size of a 
Idtten two months old, and hitherto it seems to take yery 
wen with the change in its style of living; its house, 
instead of the fidds, being a large wooden cage made of 
lath; but it is often out about the kitchen and pantry, and 
it is fed upon cows' milk. Another morning he came 
home with a wood-ants' nest, an article universally used 
here to feed young ducklings withal; and George, in his 
xeal to show how the process is gone through, got a cut- 
lass, and, taking up the nest, which was a large blackish 
incrustation, containing myriads of young ants as well as 
old ones, round the branch of a low tree or shrub, which 
he had cut off in such a manner, as to leave a piece 
sufficiently long attached to the nest, to insert in the 
ground, and keep the former a couple of feet from it. 
This he fixed in a pond in the poultiy yard, near the 
edge, and gi^'ing it a cut, out fell a shower of ants, which 
the ducklings, who were swimming below in eager expect- 
ation, grecdly gobbled up. We were all ranged round 
the spot, I enjoying the gratified curiosity of the rest, for 
there was nothing of novel^ in the scene to me, when 
Greofge called out that there were salempenter's eggs in 
the nest, and proceeded to dig out carefully two or 
three of these soft, dark-coloured, reptile productions ; 
then laying them on the ground, he cast a sly look at me, 
and gently opened one with the point of his cutlass; 
a general scream attested the success of his legerdemain, 
for a young salempenter instantly issued forth, and, -to 
their utter astonishment, ran in among the ladies' feet. 

A sort ct instinct teaches the animal that there must 
be a snitaUe temperature there for maturing its ofibpring; 
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and ito eggs are often found in the sobfitance of these nestsi 
in which thqr are most likely deposited, after a hole has 
been opened for the pnrposei hj the reptile. 

lit JuLTy 1840. 

Wb have just got the accounts, by a running Tessd, 
of a most extraordinary rise in the price of sugar, which 
has had a corresponding effect on the Colonial market in 
Georgetown; the article, which, before this anival, fetched 
no more than four stivers, now readily selling at seven. 
From what I have already observed, I am sure this intel- 
ligence will produce great excitement, simQar to that which 
occurs in a man who is unexpectedly raised fiom despair 
to happiness; my nearest neighbours have done nothing 
since, but ride round and congratulate each other over 
and over again. Imet my firiend Bidley aooupleof honzs 
after he got the news, and he galloped up to me with a 
broad grin on his bronzed visage: ^Well, nei^bour,** 
exclaimed he, while yet twenty paces ofi^ ^You cry ruin; 
I assert prosperity! Egad! ourruleris likdy to be right 
for once, I think to his own surprise." He then grasped 
my hand with a true West India dasp, and burst into a 
laugh that lasted five minutes — ^^Sugar at forty ponndil 
think of that. We shall do yet; depend on it, we shall 
do yet" It was not in my nature to throw cold water on 
sudi a singular reaction, either literally or metaphorically, 
though the former seemed to be indicated, as the doctors 
say; and I warmly congratulated him, myseli^ and the 
whole planting world, on this most blessed occasion. 
While we were going on towards my house^ our meeting 
having occurred on that part of the road which crosios 
my estate, Charles WeDingham came up also on horse- 
back, bound on the same errand of congratulation; his 
&oe was flushed, and his whole appearance showed that he 
was agitated by some powerfid emotion. Herodeuptome 
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without spealdngy and to iny great surprise bnnt into t^^ 
^ Whji ChariesI" cried I, ^has anything happened-^any- 
thing amiss.'* ^Nothing^ my dear siri** after a pause to 
recover his composure; ^^I shall explain by-and-by. I 
came to tdl the good news, or if you have heard already 
of the great rise—'' <<0 yes, I have." <<Then to wish 
you jcj ci it, for myself and my father." ^^And how 
does your fiither comport himself under it?" enquired I; 
^I hope with more equanimity than some folks." ^'0, 
jon know he is always steady and oomposedi and he in- 
clines to think that it will eventually do no good — that is, 
he says so; but I can see, and it rejoices me exceedinglyi 
that he is in excellent spirits now. Is that George yon^ 
der?" said he, checking himself, and cantering off to the 
house without fiurther parley. ^ Ay, ay, neighbour,''^said 
Bidley, ^that chap has more in his head than sugar." 
^Pohl Eidley; a holr-headod, thoughtless lad." ^He is all 
that, but a dever follow and a good one also; a great 
&vouriteofmine is Charlie." We discussed, as we walked, 
the merits of the extraordinary news in all its bearings ; 
and we were perfectly agreed as to the effect it would 
produce on the drooping spirits of the proprietary body, 
but we differed widely on other subjects. ^^It will lead 
to mischievous competition for labour," said I. ^^But the 
government must, and will give us immigrants, to have 
more sugar thrown into the market." ^They will just do 
what the weavers of cotton and broadcloth will let them, 
and I do distrust them grievously." ^^ You are wrongs 
wrong decidedly," answered Ridley, rather sharply; ^but 
we shall not, on this joyous day, begin with our old argu- 
mentation; here we are at the house, and a glass of san- 
garee will suit me better than a dry debate." 

We entered, and found Charles the centre of an eager 
circle of Itsteners, induding my good dame, who had not 
paid quite so much attention to young Wellingham after 
tha Unt she got fiom Jane^ but now ahe appeared to 



45 

enter into all his feelingSi whidi indeed appeientljr luid 
reference only to ragar and molasses; bat they were so 
sincere, and evidently so deep-fleated| that their aident 
expression carried oonyiction to the minds of aD, and imi- 
versal gladness prevailed in the hall, whidi burst out on 
our approach. ^ Joy, joyl" was echoed on all sides, and a 
general shaking of hands immediately ensued* I always 
sympathise with people, whether in adversity or jmM- 
peritjr, and in the course of a few minutes, I was fairly 
carried away by the torrent of overfl o wing happiness, and 
joining the rest in everything. After much mirth and 
laughter, which seemed to increase, the longer it continued, 
I exclaimed joyfully, ^ Why not muster all together, and 
make a day of itl" ^Surelyl exceQentl* instantly re- 
sponded the unceremonious visitors; and in a few 
minutes Charles set off for his fether, and Ridky fer hia 
wife; I sent for the clergyman, the doct<Hr, and a few 
other neighbours ; and about four o'clock, we had assem- 
bled, a sample of the gay and lu^py people who mi^t 
be found, at that hour, in every planter's house of the 
wide-spread '^Indian Isles." 

Our dinner passed off in the same mirthful style; but 
I have observed that men generally are more dis- 
posed to disputation when their minds are relieved fiom 
an oppressive load in a sudden and unexpected manner— 
this was the case in the present instance. The older men 
of the party knew each others' sentiments, and thou^ 
anxious to enter on speculative anticipations, feared that 
we might become too warm for the harmony of the meet- 
ing; but the doctor was a young man fond of aij^uinf^ and 
possessed of that disposition which many have, to humUe 
those who seem to be unduly exalted. This young phihMO- 
pher enteredinto a hot dispute with Charles WeOingbam 
as to the duration of our good prices, and it may be well 
imagined that, as the parties waxed warm, they took in 
the whole range of the West India question. Chailes^ 
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i^ttog eaaSty exdiedy was soon rather too keen for calm 

^flgunent, but there is a concentrated earnestness aboat 

^inif as I said before, which carries his auditors along 

^ith lum, and he seemed to obtain the yictory in the 

^l^uiiQii of the listeners. This led to an observation finom 

^'^ dagjmani and that to one finom Ridley, and in a few 

^utes the confusion of Agramanf scamp prevailed, and 

^ tlie Don Quixote of the day, was called on to keep 

5*^^* The ladies had been gone for some time, and I 

^^^w it was impossible to stem the flood long pent 

^^ 9a we plunged at once into the middle of afiairs, each 

/r^^Uig to his next nei^bour, and giving full utterance to 

^^ Secret thoughts — ^for the good wine by this time was 

^^ its work — and amid the din of conflicting tongues, 

times heard an appeal to the chair, which passed 

Hie two professional men caught the ezdte- 

of the planters, and entered keenly into the debate, 

'^Iqr were both opposed to all the rest in it. 

this had continued for half an hour, the efierves- 
b^an to subside^ and a forcible exclamation finom 
WeJIingham arrested the attention of all, and 
it on the parties idio b^ah the dispute. We were 
inclined to admit that only one should speak at a 
^Nay," cried Charles, raising his voice, ^if you 
tiM doctrine that we are not entitled to free 
Urn from all parts of the world, I will concede to 
the disputed point, because I cannot ai^gue against a 
ition so unjust- "Upon what grounds do you 
such a ri^^f* "Sather say upon what grounds you 
deprive us of the common privily of nations, to 
into their territoiy what people they think proper." 
jou ara aQ, at this moment, under the influence of a 
or rather you were, before toKlay, living in con- 
dread of losing your estates from want of labourers, 
the imperial gorerament wisety interferes to prevent 
ttouk injunng yourselves and others, by importing 
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pcofk^ vader tUi uniwaiBabfe appcdieiiflioiu* 
^pestim; tfe mpcmu gafffSBneukf iespunkg our iBmon- 

sre fafaaed wi^ bdkfv« tint it loMms better the sUte o^ 
diepbnlef^sa&in Ani bedoeskiflisd^ and iiot only tells us 
n^ iMi acts accotifing^; k klike aqring to a itarTing b^ 
gpTy 'X€nareq[iiilewTiiiigii^good finend— joahayeplentj' 
ipeaL Mr. So-aiid-So^]riNirgoodiiaghboiir,teIlsiiieso. 
Take mj word tar it, joa are in good beahh and floorisli- 
ing cnrcnmstanccs;* akhoa^ &e bloodless chedcs— like 
onr diflunidied crops— testify in fiiTonr cf the injured 
poitj.* ''I think jon wiD admit that the privy council 
■mfcrntan d s the ho mf s of Ic gid a tian better than thein- 
eo ip efie n ced men who oonstitnte our Combined Assembty.* 
'^Lseaqxrienced! yon are certainly unfortanate in the 
sel ecti o n of that word, nnless yon mean to aj^y it simply 
to the construction or composition of an ordinance, and in 
so fiff I agree with yon; ministers mig^t pot it into better 
langoage^ but that has little or nothing to do with the 
bearing of the ordinance on the snlject to which it rdates 
— it b the mere gilding of the pill, doctor, and aflfects not 
its substance — do not mistake the manner tx the matter.'' 
^Upon that |Hrinciple, there would be no neoessitjr ftr 
choosing men of talent to fill our courts; mere practical 
men would be best.* ''Unquestionably they are; and of 
them is the elective portion of our kgislatiye assemblies con- 
stituted. But I see what you mean to infer, which is, that if 
mere experience is to esUblish the law, the Negroes them- 
selves would be as good legislators as their masters. You 
mif^t as wdl say that a child is as able to reason, and to 
arrive at a correct conclusion, as a man. TheNegroesars 
diildren in intellect. Our colonial members, although not 
hi^^ily, are yet well educated; and, bom long practice in 
the Court, have acquired a knowledge of its feims, and of 
the business farouj^t before it, which would shame die bulk 
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of the Home of Commoni^ who do not fomem, in vegud 
to the mode of ooodiictiiig their busineflSy so much in- 
Ibrauition.* ^Bot I am not disposed yet to concede the 
prindpel point, that the planters themsdres are the best 
judges of what the Cokmjr requires. Yon must grant me 
patience. It is said that thedassofplantenis paramount in 
the province and that others are oveilooked in consequence 
of this state of affiurB,which|indeedy has become identified 
with the hiWy because a man must be a proprietor befixre he 
isdigible to the Court of Pdicy." ^ When that kw was 
enacted bj our Dutch predecessorsy there were few men of 
suitable staticm or intelligence^ excepting among the 
planters. The word, by-the-bj, used in the ordinance is 
colonist (firam colonuS| husbandman) ; and the Dutch seem 
to have taken it for granted, that eveiy man, fit for that 
Court, would possess land. But if you look around you 
cren now, saying professional men, who hare no time for 
it, whom will you find to place there save planters? The 
merchants are, generally speakings proprietors; the same 
dbseryation applies to all who hold a respectable position 
in sode^, who have been long enough here to understand 
the wants and the evils of the Colony." ^Do you not admit 
that bad consequences may accrue from indiscriminate 
immigration?'' ^^Unquestionably. But I insist, that in re- 
gard to it, we cannot know precisely how to act, unless fi:t)m 
experience. The government, by refusing to sanction 
our ordinance last year, has literally said to the inhabitants 
of all parts of the world, excepting a few inconsiderable 
[daces, 'Yon shall not enter the British territory in the 
West Indies.* Suppose the government of the difierent 
European nations should retaliate, and forbid British 
subjects firam entering any. foreign country whatever, 
would tfio whole nation not be furious at the injustice of 
die measure." ^I grant that it appears to infiringe on 
that liberty which is recognised by all nations, of finee and 
unrestricted entrance and exit, sidgect only to such fiscal 
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tioiis as each may deem neoeasaiy • But we are in 
a peculiar poeitioiu Our population dUkn widely ficom 
that of any European country; and a wise k^^slatare 
must consider what effects may be produced by intro- 
dudng a race that will not amalgamate with our massea." 
^A yeiy nice and delicate aJ>inet it must b^ to draw 
such fine distinctions. . Once more I sayi let all people 
have access to this, as to every other place; and if it 
turns outy that the climate or the labour is unsuitable^ 
we can easily stop the tide of immigration; but, in Gk)d*a 
namel when the preservaticm of thousands of fiunilies 
fi^mi starvation is the question, don't let fine qnm theoriea 
beindulged in — ^letushavepractical proof— real iUustration 
of the evils now apprehended, and no more, before we give 
up the only means of keeping our estates in existence.** 

<<Well said, Charles," quoth Bidky, ^that is exactly 
the point. Doctor, I think he has done you." ^Hushl* 
said I, for we had all been listening attentively, the seriona 
and loud tone of the speakers having kept us quiet, ^do 
not excite them mcnne, they are warm enough alreaify;* 
and to give them time to cool, I went <m — ^"Doctor, there 
is a great deal in what you say, when taken in oonnectioii 
with the prevailing sentiments in Eng^d, which, thouf^ 
the result of defective information, and wrong ccmdii- 
sions, must still be considered here in relation to that 
question; and, with our dd enemies opposed to us, the 
once called anti-daveiy party, but now more appro- 
priately styled the anti-colonial fiM^on, having for its 
basis ^e proud cotton lords of Lancashire, we stand a 
poor chance of vindicating our rectitude of purpose; there 
is no assertion too strong for the credulity of the peo]^ 
of England regarding die Whites of the West Indies.* 
^Too true, indeed," replied Mr. Wellin|^iam; ^l ymfy 
believe, if Mr. Scoble should tell them that we dine oo 
Kegro steak every day, they would believe it. But,inve- 
gard to the question which has given rise to this )engtlMne4 

o 
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diacunion between onr young firiendsi I must say that 
Chariest opnions are mine, and, I think, those of the 
planting body in general; at the same time, the doctor is 
right in bringing fimraid the ideas of other parties, and 
in so doing is most friendly to us. It is not unknown 
to you that we haTe, among ourselves, enemies to 
the Colony, as bitter as any to be found within the 
&itish seas."* ^ Ayel" said Bidley, ^Hhanks to that same 
Scoble, who contrived, on his visit here, to sow the seeds 
of distrust between the labourers and their employers, 
and to fiirm a new cabal of which he was the nudeus, to 
create discord eveiywhere; a strange thing for a man 
to earn his bread by telling baseless tales of other people 
— a new trade in these times of novelty." ^True I** said 
Wellingham; ^still you must extend, even to him, the 
benefit of the efiect produced by general opinion. Sooble 
came here, fully impressed wiUi the belief that we were 
all that the anti-colonial party represented us to be; and^ 
heated with seal — ^for he is a violent partizan, that can- 
not be doubted — entered on his business as if the ac- 
knowledged and engaged agent of the Negroes; then^ 
departing abruptly, he lef^ us as ignorant as when he 
came, having mixed little with the Whites, and know- 
ing nothing at all about the opinions of the Blacks. He is 
entirely for his party, tlie object of which is to get rid 
of Colonies, because they interfere with that great trade 
which men's excited imaginations picture to them as the 
efiects of an unrestricted intercourse between all foreign, 
countries and Great Britain. A thing, by the way, just 
as likely to occur as the ftdfilment of Johanna Southcote's 
prophecies, or any other equally improbable predictions.** 
^I am not so sure of that, Wdlingham," said I ; ^^other 
nations may not give in to it, but our country has an in- 
creasing and already powerful party, who support that 
doctrine; and it would not surprise me to see it carried 
into law, even in my lifetime, and so as to embrace every , 
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branch of trade** '^I think with yon, that some striking 
enactments may be made relating to great importations ; 
but when these are carried into effect, and when ministers 
begin to devise new schemes on the same principle^ a£bct- 
ing the interests of those who are calculating only on 
mining their nei^bonrsi not themselves; when every 
great branch which ^ves employment to native indostiyi 
is attacked one after another; and when commercial 
nations, instead of redprocatingi are disposed, as they will 
be, to encourage more than ever, their own trade, seeing 
our rich country opened to them most unexpectedly, then 
will the eyes of theorists be unsealed, and not till then.*" 
^ Well now, my friends, our merry meeting, as I expected^ 
has turned out to be something of a political one— the 
very nature of it, in fiict, and our exuberance of hapjnness, 
has brought on this result; but I see you are all passing the 
wine, sowewill join the ladies, if you please, and take oar 
coffee there*** Just as I finished this address, I observed 
Ridley very busy with a demonstration for the edification €£ 
the clergyman, who sat next to him, and we paused untflit 
was over; he had placed a mango so as to support a pine- 
apple at the top, the other end resting on the table. 
^Now, Reverend," said he, ^^here is my illustration: lei 
this little mango represent the Colonies; the more largr) 
and important pine, our glorious mother-country. You 
perceive how gracefully the latter reclines on the former, 
but I withdraw the mango, and lol the stately pine top- 
ples over, fidlen fimn its high estate. That will be the 
state of your mighty En^and, credit me, it will.** ^ WeD, 
Mr. Ridley,** said the other, good-humouredly, ^let uis 
hope they will continue to rest on each other. I piofess 
not to understand your great question, and when I engage 
in your discussions, it is to promote them.** We then 
rose and went to the drawingnroom. The ladies wen 
enjoying some music, not being so deeply and abstnct- 
edly interested in the sugar trade. There were two or 
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three who sang well; and my girls wero generally re- 
puted excellent as songstresaes. When wejoinedthemi the 
hOarity of the erening seemod to revive after being sup- 
planted tat a time by grave and somewhat angiy conversar 
tion. I observed that yoong Wellingham went directly 
np to Grrace^ and that they were soon engaged in a 
tete-A-tete conversation. Bidley had ^haiped my fear 
aright" in the hint he threw out, and my exhflaration 
was a little damped when I perceived that she really ap- 
peared to prefer his conversation to that of any other 
person; for, putting his position of a man depending 
altogether on West India property out of the question, 
there were circumstances in his case that implied other 
dangers to the happiness of his wife. With the best dis- 
position and the kindest heart| Charles was notoriously 
headstrong and rash in all his actions; and it was with 
smprise his nei^bours discovered that he was able to 
keep his natural propensities so much under command, as 
to undertake and go through with the drudgery of a 
plantation; for his fether, under the necessity of economis- 
ing had made him manager, after he had been some two or 
three years with an experienced planter as overseer. It 
was Ins great attachment to this only remaining parent, 
and, indeed, only near relative, for they were alone in 
the world, that enabled him to ch^ down his more 
Tohtfle nature, and I augured that in time, such a good 
son must prove an excellent member of society; yet I 
feared that he might, before years had tamed him, get 
into some trouble fi»m this natural disposition, and there- 
fere wished to discourage his attentions to my daughter, 
i walked up to them andinquiredof herif ^^shehadsung 
yet?^ She replied '^that she had, but was ready to sing 
again if I wished it." ^Do soy my dear,** said I; ^amuse 
our friends.'* ^I shall sing some verses that papa gave 
me latdy," I could hear her say ; ^they are not very good, 
bat periiaps^ as the production of some friend, he likes 
them. So fqringy the selected the following: — 
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I TkB fiur diip rode oo Uie tropie 

Bendiiig bar eoime to a MNithflni land, 
( WImo teemed a Toioe in Uie rofUing faiwM 

To &n oo Bme ear in aeeenti Uand* 



**0 maiden joon^ thou doet trayd &r 
From Uie home of thj okildliood'f i^eOi 

Where the feeUe son, like a northern etar^ 
Looks ooldl J aalani on hill and lea. 

* And Fancj now, hj her meg^ power, 
Doth people for thee each well-known leene 

With the groope of old, to cheer this hour, 
Though the wai'ry waste roQs wide between. 



^Tliine eje doth rest on the qiarkling wa^ 
Tlij thought is fixed on the woodland firse^ 
l\ i With its green bank, which a brooklet laT«B» 

Under the shade of a large oak tree. 



^For there weit thoa oft, a jojoos child, 
In the merry band of elfins fiur. 

Who a mother s grayer mood bagoiled. 
With their langbter loud and fit>lics rare. 



'<«Bot thine eje hath changed; a moistore lies 
Thick on the sable fringe of its lid. 

As the wandering thoo^t, like lightning flies, 
Where the germ of thj fotore is hid. 

**To that gaj land, which the blazing daj 
With a halo of gladness surrounds; 

Where the pulse beats high, and Youth doth saj, 
*11iose surelj are Pleasure's enchanted gnmiids/ 

^'O maiden, beware, the thom of cere 
Is erer beneath the rose of joj." 

i ] llien died thai TOioe in the eslm ssa aiiv 

I I And left me so^ to m J musings high. 
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After stopping sbe oontiniied at the instroment, pro- 
babty ei^iecdng that Charksi who stood immediately 
behind, would address a few words to her, but he was 
standiDgy with his arms folded, in a deep stody. She 
tamed round after a little — ^^Whatl** exdaimed she, in 
smrprise^ ^why, Mr. Wellingham, ycu seem to be in 
^mnsing high;^ is it the song that has changed yonr 
mood so thoroughly and so suddenly?" ^OI** cried he 
impatientlyi '^confimnd these debates, they will come 
me even when your Toioe is sounding in my 
: but pray, teD me how hmg it is since you acquired 
those TcrsesI" ^A few weeks, perhaps; I scarcely recol- 
lect Why?** ^'Kothing; except a sort of curiositjr I 
haye to know how (dd they are." '^ReaUy it is impossible 
to tell precisely; I can ask papa, he may know. I am 
sure it is not more than a month since he requested me 
to sing them first.'' ^Nay, don't trouble yourself" re- 
plied Charles, turning over the music, ^do let us have 
something else." Sitting a little apart, and pretending 
to read a paper, while the rest were fully occupied, 
I observed all their motions. ^Ahal" thought I, ^^you 
are sensible, my fine fellow, that this is not to my mind." 
Mrs. Ridlqr was a native of that singular little island 
which sends, throughout the West India archipelago, a 
race peculiar to itself, and remarkable for industry wher- 
ever they go. She was a ^Badian bawn," as she said of 
herself, and the daughter of a small planter, who emigrated 
to this continent, and in a year or two acquired the manage- 
ment of a plantation, in which he contrived to feather his 
nest tolerably well, leaving, at his death, a pretty fortune to 
his onty child. She was not ofthe upper class of society in 
that island. Those who belong to it are remarkable for the 
ekganoe of their manners, and their high, chivalrous bear- 
ing on all occasions. ^I think," said she to my wife, ^they 
getonvefywelL" ^ Who is it you are speaking o^ Mrs. 
Badky?** <<WhoI my dear ma'am, who can it be but the 
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twowhoareaFCourtingtbere?'* ^ Heaveii8y'*inj wife mat- 
tered, for I was then by her ndoi ^ what a VandalP ^Yoa 
are meriyi Mrs. Bidlejiaswe all are this gajerening; baft 
don't let any one h^ur yoo, lest it be thoo^t yoa are 
fleriom." ^Whatl an*t it trae then? how atrangel well 
I never doabted it since I first saw them together/* 
^'My dear Mrs. Ridley,'' replied my spoosei in great dis- 
tress, ^do not say so; it is nothing bat two yoang people 
amasing themselyes; I assure yoa there is nothing of the 
sort going on." Mrs. Ridlqr was yeiy mach saipriaed, 
and, being a matter-of-fect person, totally onased to a oon- 
yentional state of sodefy, soon afterwards took an <^pof^ 
tonity of crossing the room, and saying to Charles, vetj 
mach to his discomposure, ^So you an't a-courting after 
all, only at your make-beUeves, to make us all fools, yoa 
wicked one." Though pretty well accusUHned to the lady, 
this was more than he ever reckoned upon, and he feirly 
broke down in an attempt to laugh it off. ^Madam,** 
said he, at last, ''what can you mean — is it part of a 
play you are acdng?" '^ Oh you queer one I Don't 
what he says. Miss Grace.'* ''Really, Mrs. Ridley,' 
plied Grace, turning round finom the piano, with a flushed 
countenance, "you and Mr. Wellingham seem to ha^e 
some strange jest between you, and as I do not under- 
stand it, I shall leave you to enjoy it." "WeO," said the 
lady, "if that don't beat cock-fightingi just when I was 
argoing to do her a sarvioe. Did you everP ^No^ 
madam, never, by heaven I" cried Charles, flinging away 
in ungovernable rage. Ghvoe, like a young fewn startled 
by some unexpected incident, haiftily withdrew and satdown 
beside her mother, tuminga look, as if half angiy and half 
afiraid, towards the lady who had thiis so effectually intet^ 
rupted the tete-iktete she was engaged in. Givinghertime 
to recover composure, her mother inquired what she had 
been talking about with Mrs. Ridley. "O don't ask me; 
she is a most singular person; hardly flt for decent 
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wooisttj^ said the poor girl, in a tone between laughing 
andaying. ^ She w odd, my dear. Did yon observe how 
angry Charies Wellingham looked on quitting her ? She 
has a strange way of saying whatever oomes into her 
Keady no matter what it is; it would seem as if she had 
no control over her tongue whatever.** ^It is exactly 
ao; and that would be nothing, if she did not fimqr 
such absurd things!** Mrs. Premium was puzzled to 
guess what had happened to discompose her child, for she 
did not imagine that the worthy Mrs. Ridley would cany 
Iier matter-o^act system so far as she had done. 

Although that lady could not understand what had 
occasioned it, she yet perceived that her friends fled from 
her like quicksilver, and the Barbadian pride, which is 
always, like Ncnrval's, ^excessive," taking the alarm, she 
stalked across to her husband, with starched mein, and 
etect carriage, to signify her opinion, (as she muttered to 
herself) that it was high time to quit a company which 
did not value them, as they should be estimated, at 
more than sixpence in the pound. Just then Ridley 
himself came up to me, remarking that I seemed un- 
usually abstracted, ^^ruminating on the future, doubt- 
less,** said he. You are a thinking man; I am a working 
one; and though I differ from you oflen, let me tell you, 
I have more confidence in your opinions than my own.** 
This was exactly like my worthy friend — a frank, kind- 
hearted Northumbrian, fix>m the dingy neighbourhood 
of Newcastle. His wi£9 tried him sorely, sometimes, but 
he always laughed, with great good humour, at her 
peculiarities, and thus contrived to take ofi* the most 
striking absurdities about them. ^^I wish to speak to 
you Mr. R.,** said that lady. ^'Ah, wellt what is it 
DOW? Something wrong eh!** I turned away, and 
•oo^t out Jane for a purpose I had in view. Mr. 
Bidkj was listening, with a comical expression of counten- 
ance^ to his wifVs grievances in detaO, which she r»- 
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ooimtedinaloifystjrleof indignatioiu While she was in 
the middle of her harangoey Jane walked np^ hanging 
on mj anoy and, stoppbg as we got near thenii spdce, 
loud enough fiur the lady to hear, in the following strain : 
^Bealtyy papa, that Charles Wellin^iam is a strange 
creatnre; I think his head is not right, he has he&k to 
absolntely rade to eveiybody this evening; Grraoe com- 
plains of him sadlji and.1 saw him look at least Tesy angiy 
at Mrs. Ridley and some otho^ What can he mean ?** 
^Nothing at all, my dear; he is excited by the sugar 
discussion in the other room, that is aU, and he has not 
been thinking of either Grraoe or Mrs. Bidley.** ^Veiy 
likely. I think it must be so; and, periiaps, a little more 
wine than usual, you know." There was a gradual sink- 
ing of the listening lady's vmce as we talked on, and it 
died away gently. I ^anced at her husband, and saw 
him accomplish a wink to his wife with a strange grimace, 
as much as to say, '^you hear that; you are not the onfy 
one, so be quiet** I then took a short turn with my 
daughter, and coming up to them, discovered that every 
trace of pride and anger had vanished; and she unme- 
diately sat down, with Jane beside her, to talk of other 
matters. Thus I was relieved in my mind, fer nothing 
gives me a more unpleasant feeling than the occurrence 
of any nusunderstanding in my house. We spent the 
evening in the same joyous manner as the day, and parted 
like true West Indians, under a firm belief that we had 
many more such happy occasions before us. There is 
much wisdom in the philosophy of Epicurus, if it be tern* 
pered by the exercise of a proper discretion. In n^ 
opinion, we ou^t to seek innocent happiness when and 
where we can find it, without always fenqring that iti 
enjoyment brings misfortune nearer to us. 
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Ut OCTODEB, 1840. 



WelXiINGHAM has just left me. We had both augored 
ri^tly in regard to the effect of high prices; and Ridley 
finankly admits that he has been wrong as to the compe- 
tition among planters^ and the exertions which the im- 
perial government would instantly make to increase our 
stock of labourers. The managers of estates are eageriy 
over-bidding each other in the labour market, and there 
is danger of the public business of tlie province being 
interrupted, because ministers will not grant an immi- 
gration ordinance, and our Combined Assembly, in con- 
sequence, will not grant the supplies necessary for sup- 
porting the expenses of government, including our very 
heavy dvO lisL These are both the result, the inevitable 
and natural result, of the cruel policy adopted towards 
us. The present cabinet is driven entirely by tlie vis a 
tergoj and those who push strongest are sure to carry it 
along with them. The anti-colonial fieurtion, otherwise 
the free trade party, could not accomplish what they aim 
at, the separation of our Colonies fix>m the mother-coun- 
try, if not their absolute destruction, without keeping, at 
its present amount, the diminished supply of labour; and 
they, being the paramount party of the day, easily con- 
trive, under the ridiculous plea of protecting the Negro 
in his exclusive right to labour (these are the advocates in 
every other quarter for the abolition of monopoly I), to gull 
the people, and thus force the Colonial Minister to stand 
by with his arms folded, while the sugar planters are 
gradually sinking fitmi decay into actual ruin. I speak 
without reference to the present year, which is unquestion^ 
ably one of great prosperity; but will those people who can 
ruin us by withholding the requisite supply of labour, per* 
mit us to jNTOsper by prices which are really a burthen on 
the people of England, but which, with our enormous 
wages to labourers, are necessaiy to our veiy existence? 
I do not mean to say that the planten have not a real 
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contract with the parent country: unquestionably they 
have; and the introdaction of slave-grown sngar woold 
be a breach of faith^ as flagrant as any that ever was 
committed. Bat are the actions of onr enemies jtut, iiovy 
to us? Wherefore, then, if thqr are not, should we rely 
on their justice for the future, or expect them to permit 
Oovemment to protect us in the markets? 

Wellingham contends that the good sense of our coun- 
try, if the question is ever brought before it, will know 
how to decide between fi^e immigration into our Cdonies 
and low-priced produce, and the latter, with a revival of 
the foreign slave trade under all its honors; for that is 
really the proper way to put the case. We could supply 
the market with the article at a moderate rate, if we had 
unlimited access to labour; unless we get this, the slave- 
dealer must provide England with sugar. The state of 
our Colony at this moment, must strike any reflecting 
mind with dismay. The planters, disposed to put fiuth 
in the parent-country, and perhaps, by the influence 
of climate to be sanguine, are rejoicing at the pros- 
pect just opened to them, of prices which will, in spite 
of the enormous cost of cultivation, afibrd a good re- 
venue from thdr estates, as if this good fortune was to 
have no end; and in consequence, the value of planta- 
tions has risen at least thir^ per cent, since the first of 
July. The great mercantile houses in Britain have 
caught the excitement, and are encouraging vpecaU&m^ 
some of them lending money on mortgage, as in the 
olden time, and others buying plantations for them- 
selves; and, as a necessary consequence, all the old pro- 
prietors, having abundance of waste land on their estatesi 
are straining eveiy nerve to extend their cane cnltivatioQ; 
but as this cannot be done without additional hands^ an 
eager competition is the consequence, and also a rise in 
the previously unreasonable rate of wages. I have had 
diflSculty in keeping my good Mr. Brown in dieck, 
though on the spot; and he gmmUinj^y tells me, that 



60 

oar worloDg list is getting smaller every day — ft certain 
sign that my neighbours are giving more than he doe&i, 
I feel the difficulty of choosing a decided line of conduct 
in a case like this^ for I see plainly the present state of 
affiiirs cannot continue; but, on the other hand, if I ad- 
here to former rates and tasks, my estate must suffir 
aeverelyy even in its now diminished fields — for it was 
fofund necessary about the middle of this year, to abandon 
several of the most distant. I believe I shall have to give 
in to the pvevailing system, with my qres open to the 
evils of it. On a sugar estate within the tropics, a few 
months of n^lectwUl destroyevery variety of cultivation, 
finom the extremely rapid growth of noxious weeds. It 
would risk not only the whde crop to continue with 
half the present number of people, but the ratooning 
afterwards, and consequently the very existence of my cul- 
tivation* Still, it is a terrible thing to plunge into an 
increase of the present ruinous contingent expenses of a 
p r operty, with one's eyes fuUy open to its evils. The crop, 
in so fiir as it has been reaped, promises no increase on that 
of 1839; but the price is nearly double, so^ in place of a 
loss, I am sure of some profit this year. 

A new propensity of the Negroes begins to be strongly 
devdoped; they are making purchases of land to a con- 
siderable extent throughout the province. The poliqr 
of selling it to them, is called in question, but it is absurd 
to suppose that it can be prevented. ^Will a man who is 
in digress wait to ascertain whether it is for the interest 
of the Colony, before he parts with Us waste land? And 
Mxxy new load regulation prohibiting him, would be no 
less impolitic than tyrannical. The greatest efibrts have 
been maldnj^ since the year 1833, to find substitutes for 
manual labour. The plough, above all other means, has 
been tried most perBeveringjly, I may say on nearly 
evcrjr plantation; but in no one instance has it been 
foond to suit so well as to supersede the shovel and hoe. 
Oar soil (being a stiff day) causes the operation to be 
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exceedingly severe on cattle; and the small drains^ which 
are at a distance of only thirty-seven feet from each 
other, and two feet deep by two wide, impede the 
proceedings very materially. It is sorprising how many 
horses, mules, and oxen have been sacrificed in the 
endeavour to establish this mode of tillage permanently. 
One of my neighbours lost sixteen oxen in plou^iing 
about twenty acres, and after all, some hands were obliged 
to go over it with the shoveL In order to get throng 
their work, those who used the plough were under the 
necessity of giving the cattle enormous quantities of oats, 
in itself an extremely expensive contingent, and to spell 
(or rdieve) them in the middle of the day; so that one 
set, varying firom three to six, was employed no mora 
than four hours at a time. This, rendering so many in- 
dispensable^ made the general expense as U^ as that of 
manual labour, taking the mortality into consideratioii, 
and it was not nearly so efiectuaL 

In feet, cane culture is more like garden cultivation 
than any other. The drills or cane holes run across the 
beds or space between every two drains. They are finom 
two to two-and-a-half feet wide, and finom one to two feet 
deep, according to the soiL The earth taken out of them 
by the shovel, is deposited on a bank of the same width 
as the hole (the space between every two holes being 
so called), and is used, in weeding, to earth up the 
young plants after the weeds are removed, the bank 
on one side being taken £x that purpose^ and on the 
other as a place on which to deposit the weeds. In 
these holes the cane tops are planted either in a double 
or single row, veiy much in the same way as potatoes are 
planted in England, and in about a fortnight the sprouta 
appear. In six weeks, they require a first weeding and 
earthing or moulding, and in general they need one more 
moulding and weeding, and two weedings without the 
moulding, before they are considered to be beyond the 
planter^scare. In the last weedin^^ the process of strifiping 
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or tnahing is gone tluough^ which consists in detaching 
the dead leaves fixim the canes, to allow a free circulation 
of air. From tins brief sketch, it is evident that the 
greatest care is necessaiy in performing every operation 
connected with the culture of this plant. If the drains 
are obstructed in any way, or if thqr are not cleaned or 
dug out regulariy, the canes will not grow. If the latter 
are not property planted, and if the weeding and mould- 
ing be not carefully performed, the crop will be very 
indiffsrent. Again, if the stripping be done by reckless 
persons, they will break down canes, and be as destructive 
as so many cows turned into the field. Indeed, one has 
only to comprehend, the nature of the work that is 
essential to the proper growth of the cane, to understand 
how much the planters suffer by the existing disorganiza- 
tion of their labouring population. 

My manager, who enters most zealously into every- 
thing is finetting at the state of affiurs, and looking thin. 
George, having now charge of the books, is less in the 
field, but I am every day there, and we have a veiy effec- 
tive staff, consisting of two other overseers besides Greorge, 
and a Yorkshire engineer, or rather blacksmith, for 
that was the original vocation in which he was engaged 
by the manager, but having a turn for the other de- 
partment, which is akin to his own, he was soon able 
to take charge of the steam engine for crushing canes, 
which has been for many years an appendage of eveiy 
sugar estate in this province. 

I have here set down the routine of a field during the 
first year, or rather the first crop. The canes, at twelve 
or sixteen months old, according to locality and seasons, 
are cut and ground off by the engine and mill. Then the 
field being cleared of every obstruction to the sprouting 
of the cane stumps, by removing leaves and grass left 
upon them, and depositing the latter on a bank, where 
thej are soon converted, by deocmiposition, into manure, 
it win befirandy attheendof8bcw6eks,thatnf3pfi4#are 
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required firoin stumps being dead, as thej will be occatioii- 
^ ally, and cane tops are inserted in such blank spaces as 
"'-are then discovered; after which, the routine is exactly 
the same as in the first crop, and it will be similar in 
every succeeding one^ until it is deemed proper to re-h(^ 
the land, that is, to dig finesh cane hdes. They are 
generally renewed when the bank has become level with 
the hole. 

But our great anxiety for diminishing the requisite 
labour, has latterly brought into practice a qrstem of 
shovel ploughing the cane rows or hdes, so as to loosen 
and turn up the earth for the more fi:ee admission of air 
and water; and firom what I can gather concerning it^ 
the opinion gains ground that it will ultimately super- 
sede holing entir^, especially in our river districta, 
where the soil is not so deq[> as on the coast, and where, 
consequently, they cannot get a virgin soQ by going 
deeper, fit for the support of v^etati<m; the subsoil, 
generally, being ahard clay called mora, on which nothing 
thrives but the stately tree bearing that name. This 
shovel ploughing is generally practised on estates in those 
districts, and the time for doing it is when supfJying is 
required, although some planters believe it to be more 
advantageous when the canes are about three months old, 
and others begin with it as soon as the fidd is relieved. 
While upon the subject of land, I may here record my 
conviction that the scheme which has been lately much 
discussed, of settling a Colony in the interior, would not 
succeed, because of the very inferior quality of our soil 
beyond the bounds of the alluvial deposit, which does not 
extend fisurther than a few miles firom the sea. This may 
be readily imagined, as the land could only be o verflowed 
for a limited distance either by it or the difierent rivers; 
hence we find that estates, almost fiK>m their first settlement, 
have been confined to ^leir immediate neij^bouxhood. 
It is true that, at an early period of iMtkniiatifln, 
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the Datch began hi^ up the nven, bat thej speedily 
came nearer to the sea, and withm range of the tides, 
which thej secured themselves from by the dams I have 
abeadjr mentioned. The depth of this deposit is very 
great near the sea, as the colonists have latdy ascertained 
in boring for artesian wells; it is supposed to vaiy from 
aerenty to two hundred feet or more. High up the rivers, 
according to the report of wood-cutters and postholders, 
tlie land is of veiy inferior quality. Under such a disad- 
Tantage, and with a locality so near the equinoctian line 
as the 7th degree of latitude, who would think of coming 
her^ when the immense unpeopled wilds of New Zealand 
and Australia, with a fine climate, are open to him, to 
say nothing of Canada and tlie United States, with their 
kindred population? 

I have now another source of anxiety besides the 
genend one, my daughter Grace manifesting a decided 
partiality for the company of Charles Wellingham. In 
fiKSt, finom the naturally innocent frankness of her dispo- 
sition, she has made no attempt to conceal it. A few 
days after the gaudeamua par^, as I may call it, Charles 
met me on the road, and in some little confrision explained 
the cause of his emotion on that day when we con- 
gratulated each other in presence of Mr. Ridley, and he had 
been so strangely affected. I feared he was about to enter 
on another subject, and put on a very grave look; but, 
with that frankness peculiar to him, and which makes him 
so engaging, he told me that his fether had been threat- 
ened by the merchant who holds a mortgage on his estate, 
with finredosure, and this sudden rise in the price of pro- 
duce had induced him to suspend proceedings — ^the same 
mafl bringing both pieces of news. I was struck at once 
by his honest candour, for he was perfectiy aware that I 
peroeiTed the mutual attachment between him and Grace, 
and he knew also, from my reputation for prudence, that 
the state of his fiithei^s affiiirs would be considered a for* 
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midable obstacle^ seeing that he was dependent cm hinu 
Partly from pleased surprise, and partly from a feeling 
of relief in finding that he did not enter on the dreaded 
topic, I shook him warmly by the hand, and expressed a 
hope that something would occur to enaUe my worthy 
friend, his father, to get the mortgagee pacified* '^No- 
thing but payment of tlie monqr can do that," said he 
with a gentle sigh; ^Q>ut I am sanguine now we shall 
succeed; we have a larger gang and this year we shall 
certainly make a third more than last crop, which, with 
the great prices of the day, will enable him to pay 0(m- 
siderably." '^I sincerely hope it may be so^ my dear 
diaries, both for your sake and his." ^You are veiy 
kind, Mr. Premium; I must not think of myself at all 
until he is easy, so your wishes, having reference to him. 
alone^ will be eveiything to me. I am a thoughtless fel- 
low — such is my character, and I am conscious that I 
have earned it — but no man has better intentions, Mr. 
Premium; of that you may rest assured." ^And I am 
sure of it, my boy; so let us have no more of tins very 
grave conversation so unlike you, and, I may say, me too." 
My wife and I begin to talk rather finequently on this 
subject, for she has adopted tlie belief that her dauf^ter 
is more fend of retiring into comers, and of being even 
without her lively sistei^s socie^, than she had ever been 
before, and she even blames herself for encouraging 
CharW attentions at first. But still the match-making 
mother peeps out. She was inquiring just this day what 
could be the amount of CharW salaiy as manager for his 
fether? <<PohI" said I, pettishly, <<what has that to do 
with it? You do not imagine that firom two hundred to 
three hundred a-year would suit your daughter for an 
income." ^Certainly not, my dear; but then really 
one hardly knows what to do or say." ^ Just keq[> quiet, 
and let matters take their course. Grace knows my sen- 
timents, and she has sense enough to act for hene^; 

I 
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matten are not so fiur adranoed yet. But of this I wUi 
ereiy penoD among us to be aware, it is the defixt in 
ChaiW charMtery his want of steadiness, and his im- 
petoons temper, that I object to, rather than his want of 
fertone, althon^ I do not see bow we could get OTer tftol 
circumstance either* 

Mis. Premium sighed deeply, and shook her head; 
^Ghrace,** said she at length, rerj sorrowfidly, ^has keen 
and deep seated feelings, and a mind also that is able to 
control them, but I can p erc eiv e that her person suffsrs 
in the struggle — she does not kxd: so well as she did six 
months ago." We have had many such conf e rences; 
and, being generally correct in my prophetic appre- 
hensions, I begin to percdve that, although they say 
^ferewamed is forearmed,** I am yery likely to be drawn 
into an ap[noval of this match. I makelightof the affiur 
with mj irife, but it giTes me very great uneasiness. I 
think there is a natural reluctance in eveiy father, who 
feds as he should do, to part with lus child, even when he is 
convinced that she is likely to be happier away from him. 
It is a different feeling altogether from that which prevails 
when a son embarks on the sea of life; he is fit to fight 
his own battles; but a giri is entirely at the mercy of her 
husband in everything that relates to the enjoyment of 
life in connection with the visible world. 

A few days ago, my foreman, David, who is a very 
sensible negro, but like all of human kind, attached to the 
interests of '^lus order," came to me to ^hab (as he said) 
a leetle conversation." It is wonderful how fond they 
have become already of speaking like the buckras, and how 
sharp they are in picking up phrases, although they do 
mispronounce the words very ^^ingeniously." ^^Well, 
David, I am glad to see you; it is long since you 64dled 
to inquire for the femily. Sit down and take a gkss of 
sangaree." I was then in a little oflBce I had established 
for myself in a comer of the gallery, for purposes like the 
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present. David was wQling enongh to do S0| his 
fiulings having a ^lean" that way, so the liqaor was 
ordered. ^And how are yon getting on to-day; a good 
field list?** ''No, maasa, berry bad; da he (for that 
reason) I come speak to yoo. Dem all say the plsntatjona 
round abont give more wage, and dey can't stand it no' 
longer, dat is the tmt;^ I sorry, but can't help." ^And 
what do you advise, then, my good firiendf^ ^ifassa 
must give five bit for the task, like other ghentlemen. 
No so; them sha' go away. I try best keep dem, but 
what use? Mcmey every ting. Sweet word won't buy 
poric or grog." ^So, then, yon think I must raise the 
wages one-fourth on account of the rise in the price ot 
sugar. Am I to understand that they will consent to 
work for the old rate if sugar comes down to what it was 
last year, which, by-the-by, is a great deal more than 
any of us can i^orcL'' ''Can't say dat; Negro no hab 
sense like buckra to onertand ting, but dem say governor 
tink the price too small — tink so last year too." ''Did he 
say so to any one?" "Yes; his butler tell the people dem, 
he eerie gubna say so at his dinner-table." " So^ 'whisper 
it not, lest the birds of the air do cany it,' here," thou^t 
I, "is an instance of the mischief done by want of com- 
mon prudence in a ruler; it shows also how the Negroes 
are alive to everything affecting them. And are you 
sure that our neighbours have all given in to this increase 
of wages?" "Every one. I^Iassa Charles (Welliugham) 
de very first." "Hal indeed; that agrees with what he 
said the other day in speaking of his working ganf^ and 
very like Charles, too." "Clebba ghentleman, Mass 
Charle," continued David, "he know nigga fiuhion; make 
plenty sugar dis time." "And pays them wdl, doubtlessy** 
said I. "Yes, sir; give five bit and plenty rum too^ and 
leetle bit plantain sometimes." "And has he many moie 
hands?" "Double twice, massa," quoth David, earnestly; 
"dat is the way for do. Massa, 1^ me do so^ I sha' soon 
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^ plenty ■hovel men ; if massa no do lun^ other people 

all the hands — stoiy done (all is over),'' with a signifi- 

gesture^ indicating a complete vacuum. ^^ And so, you 

of opinion that the people who have lived on the 

^te 80 long, most of them all their days in &ct, will re- 

because they can get, for a month or two, higher 

in other places." ^Every one of them, massa, 

myself; me sha' live and die here, me bom here, 

bom here, whafor me sha' go away? — ^neberl" 

y, David, you are fully as well oiT as you would be 

here else; you have a capital house, with three good 

besides kitchen, offices, and garden, and eighteen 

a month of salary." ^Dat true; but Tompy hab 

^^nty though, and better house too." ^^ And who, pray, 

>^ Tompy?" *<The foreman at lir. WelHngham's." 

^^^^That! Charies again! I do fear me this sanguine 

%ure of his is pushing matters too far," said I to myself. 

you acquainted with Mr. Ridley's people at the 

imnt, David?" "O yes, bery well." And here he 

^^^^e that expressive sound with his breath, which it is 

^^possible to oonmiit to if^-riting, like hehl hehl pro- 

^t>unced very short, and which implies surprise and dis- 

l^leasure united. ^Tha buckral hehl hehl" ^^Ayl how 

^oes he get on with his people." ^^ Can't say, massa; him 

^Wsbion differ from ebeiy one." ^^Has he raised his 

^agcs." "Yes, he raise um," replied my foreman, with 

^ broad grin, "but he raise de work too. O tha buckral 

ttiatty no dey! the people dem call he de debble Scotch- 

^tian " "Why?" "Because he work so strong; he self 

%lan' whole day in the field, never left um, and no trust 

Ho one^ obsha nor foreman; tlien whole gang go up say, 

tnust get more price. He say, "beiy well, certain; but 

^poae you get more price, you no see, me must get more 

^^rofk; that stand in reason." "And are thqr working on 

these new conditions." "Dem still work soy but they 

^iD go away. Dis time the people can't be made fool; 
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dem get savee too much." ^Daykl, yoa are a aenaible 
fellowyDow; and can think a littk, what do jroa bdieve the 
present state of things will end in? Yoa most not mind 
what the governor says, or any of those gentlemen who 
belong to him; they live in town, and do not miderstand 
anything about plantations." David kxdced at first veiy 
wise, as if in reply to the compliment^ and then puzzled; 
at last he attered this oracolar response: — ^^If the price 
um pay for making sogar more an de price nm sell fixr, 
de proprietor dem mass top work." ^Qaite dear, David; 
bat the wages caose the cost to be so high of making the 
article. Do you think the people^ by-and-by, when sugar 
falls in the market, will woxk for smaller wages?" David 
shook his head, ^^Not so long dey can get ground to woric 
for demselves. Massa, look here; nigger no like woxk, it 
is not his foshion: gib plen^ moneys he do um; gib little 
bit, he rather work his own land." ^But supposing he 
has no land of his own." ^Massa know better; he see 
beiy well too much in a country all round about, and 
plenty plantation massa want to sell um now; the 
nigger buy plenty aready." ^Do you think they have 
much money among them?" '^Some hab deal; l^-and- 
by, massa will see many nigger buy ground. Massa have 
too much waste land at the north side line, better make 
money; sell him, so get hands to settle there work on 
plantation." ^'Not a bad idea, David, and I have already 
thought of it; but we must consider it Icmger before I 
agree to it." ^Strangers want me to ask massa if he go 
sell um." ''Well, you may say that I shall do so by- 
and-by, if I get a veiy good price, and if they agree to 
work on the estate at the current rate of wages." ^ O 
yes,dem shall all do that at first; better no bind dem, douf^ 
only make trouble." I had discovered previously, ^iat 
to get at David's real sentiments, it was necessary to 
flatter him a little, which, elevating him in his own 
opinion, put him in the position of a confidential fineod; 
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and as he was really a sensible man, thoroughly ao- 
qnainted with the habit of thought and the customs of his 
ooontrymen, I found my interest in arriving at his secret 
opinions. This last remark coincided perfectly with what 
was passing in my mind. In coming to the determina- 
tion to part with this piece of land in lots to the labourersy 
I at fint intended to bind them to work with me; but, 
reflecting on the disposition Negroes have to regard every 
obligation in the light of a burden to be thrown off, I 
began to imagine that the veiy tie itself might be the 
cause of their going to other estates fi>r work, while, if they 
were left unfettered, they would naturally, it being 
nearest to them, give it the preference. As for enforcing 
any such agreement, it would be impracticable en- 
tirdy, without a cost of time and trouble in frequent- 
ing courts, which would be fer more than commensurate 
widi the advantages arising from it. I got a vast deal 
of information from David about this time, regarding the 
fever of excitement that prevailed; but, in order to do 
jnstice to my brother planters, it is necessary to explain, 
that the greater number only aimed at retrieving their 
lost ground, by bringing again into ctdtivation those 
fields which the inadequate return yearly had forced them 
to abandon, because they had not wherewithal to pay 
labourers sufficient to keep them up; all of course owing 
to the generally diminished amount of labour, and con- 
sequently enhanced value of it. After a few more con- 
ferences with David, and the proposing purchasers of 
land, and finding that the reluctance which was felt by 
our proprietaiy body to the measure, as tending to en- 
ooorage a sort of disconnection firom the estates, of the 
labouring dass, was fast vanishing before the urgent 
domands for money, and confined now to those (a veiy 
amall minority) who had no spare land, I proceeded im- 
mediately to have it surveyed. 

It extended to one hundred acres, and being divided 



into lots of one acre, of half an acre, and a quarter of an 
acre, I calculated that, in eighteen montlu^ the whole 
would be sold, such being then the rage among the 
Negroes for acquiring an independent prcqperfyi on which 
each might sit down under his own fig tree (literallj 
almost), for I observed that the first thing done on the lot 
bjr the purchaser, is the planting of a few firuit trees, the 
cocoa nut being gencorally preferred. The drains are then 
dug, and plantains and ground provinons planted while 
the cottage is in course 61 erection. Thqr generalfy^ pay 
only about a half of the purchase money on getting poe- 
session, and in a year tlie balance should be ferthomiing; 
but there are some who cannot come to a final settle- 
ment within the year. The price is two hundred dol> 
lars per acre, or at that rate. They do not get a title, 
or transport as it is called, until eveiything is paid; so 
the proprietor incurs little risk in giving indulgence^ 
although he must lose interest, that being a con- 
comitant in money transactions, neither understood nor 
recognised by Blackie. The nmplidty in. the legal 
process here of giving an absolute title to real property 
has ofien struck me as admirable, when contrasted with 
the complicated and expensive measures neoessaiy to 
that purpose in the mother country. The transport (or 
transfer) is advertised thrice (three weeks) in the Go' 
zettej with the names of the parties who give away and 
who receive the proper^. Any creditor of the fi)rmer 
may stop proceedings by giving notice, in the form required 
by law, at the Registrai's Ofiioe, and the matter comet 
before the Court of Justice at its first sitting whero it is 
decided whether the objection is valid or otherwise* 1£ no 
objection stands on the books of the Registrar afker a 
third advertisement, the transport is passed by a jtldge^ 
who scans it carefully to see that the deed is per- 
fect in regard to le^ form, as well as substantially 
correct The name of the new proprietor is then reooided 
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Id oonnectifm with his aoquintion. The same form is 
observed in regard to mortgages. In either case^ the 
^'w^tnum amounts to only a few pounds for the Lirgest 
crtate in the Colony, or the heaviest mortgage. 

Mr* Brown came to me the day after the conversation 
I hdd with David, which has been related, and, with a 
fiKse ''wan with care,** tried once more to impress on me 
die p ro p r i e ty of keejMng up in the race of competition 
with our neif^bonrs. '^If we do not,** said he, ^^we must 
abandon more cultivadon.** '^Well, I^Ir. Brown," cried 
I, for the twentieth time, ''can you give me any better 
iKuranoe than when we last talked on this subject, that 
the rise in wages which you recommend so earnestly, will 
be the last.** "I cannot, sir, nor can any man; but 
the question is now simply, whether it is best, when prices 
are unprecedentedly good, to allow the estate to fall so 
fiur back as to threaten next yearns crop with almost cer- 
tain destruction, rather than raise wages to the rate now 
cmrent throughout the Colony.** "Which amounts 
merdy to tlus, Mr. Brown, stated even in the strong 
manner you have just done, that, because otlier planters 
are carried away by their sanguine disposition, I must be 
so also; it appears to me a most injudicious step on their 
part, and I am very reluctant, very loth to give in to it, 
indeed.** "You are unquestionably better able to judge 
than I am, sir, of the chance we have of long enjoying 
the present prices; but you are aware that opinions are 
divided, even among those who are best able to under- 
stand the question.** "I see your inference, Mr. Brown; 
but the strongest argument you can urge b imdoubtedly 
the foUy of our neighbours, and the consequent risk, from 
their abstraction of our people, that we lose a crop I 
shall decide soon; in the meantime, I have not made 
up my mind.** Even if he is a man of comprehensive 
understanding, the manager of an estate is still subject to 
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those influences which afiect mankind in general, and the 
most prominent among these is selfjnterest. There is 
moch zeal for the proprietors among managers; and the 
reason is to be fonnd in the fiict that, by acting on it, 
they are enhancing their own reputation; but the mana- 
ger's character is to be raised by increasing the crops, 
without reference either to prices or contingent expenses, 
for no one inquires whether an estate is managed eo(mo- 
mically or otherwise-— the actions of the planter are 
measured by the size of his crops and the condition of his 
fields. We cannot wonder then that they should be 
more particular in regard to what, in every sense, espe- 
cially concerns themselves, and that they should always 
indme to pay such wages as would give them an advan- 
tage, even over their neighbours, in r^ard to labourers. 
We cannot expect them to identify themselves with the 
proprietors, and sink their own interest entirely in that 
of their employers. It is not in human nature, for their 
character is at stake. 

One feature in the new state of exbtence is beginning 
to give us great annoyance here. Scarcely a ni^t 
passes without some boisterous quarrel, which distiubs 
the whole plantation, and rouses us from sleep, the man- 
sion-house being only about a couple of hundred yards 
fix>m the Negro village. There is seldom any mischief 
done^ for the heroes have all the scolding propensities 
which we observe in those of the Iliad, before engaging 
in battle; but the parallel holds good no fiirther, inasmuch 
as Homer's men proceeded to woric in earnest, while oun^ 
content themselves with the war of tongues throughout. 
It would be a veiy amusing sight, no doubt, for one whose 
fortune did not depend on the people^ to watch closely 
their demeanour on such occasions. They are exceed- 
ing sensitive in regard to themselves, but they cannot 
feel so acutely for their neighbours. It is not to be looked 
for. The ladies, in general, are the fire-brands among 
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them; e» tmo dUa omnsi. One day I was standing on 
tlie path leading from our village to the field, where they 
irere going to work, when a man came along limping as 
if his fi)ot had picked up some thorn or similar annoyance. 
A woman whom he passed, tickled by his uncouth gesture, 
cried out, ^Heyl Quaco^ you da go dance in a field, da 
new eaireil disha, eh?** Quaco laughed with the laugher, 
and passed on; but there was one behind who could not 
brook this insult on her husband's dignity. She came 
ttrai^t up to the other lady, calmly deposited the basket 
which held whatever articles she took to the cane field 
with her, and then her hoe, on the ground, and forthwith 
opened fire, setting her arms a-kimbo, with^-'^You 
laugh my man, eh — you laugh my man, eh, mamma — 
di, manmia?** ^Kay, sissie, me no laugh bad — da good 
laugh me laugh** (meaning that she was joking). ^^ You 
is a vile nigga mamma, no bit of lady bout you; dat is 
what you is.** The other had hitherto been cool, but she 
now sprang to her feet, and assumed the same belligerent 
attitude as her opponent* ^^You say me no lady, you 
8au<7, good-for-notting Congo dat you is.** ^^Me Congo P 
exclaimed the first then, in a very shrill tone, as if this 
had been the climax of impudence; ^^me Congo! da 
Hard you is. You know bery well me dooble Creole; 
yon is Ebbo, dough I nasty Ebbo, wha savee, eat dem 
mattie.** Their voices rose to a crying pitch, as one 
pungent recriminating remark followed another, till the 
quarrel ripened, and they formed a nucleus for their 
friends and relatives as they passed to work, who, instead 
of keeping aloof as sensible persons would on similar 
occasions, all took part in the strife of scolding, and it 
was an hour afterwards when the mass of them appeared 
in the field, while the principals did not come at all. 
Hius it ii; a silly, childidi dispute is eveiy day involving 
periiaps a hundred people in a wordy squabble that 
annpjs us for two or three days. 
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Proprietors and managen, to say nothing of overseen 
and finemen, haye long left off interfering in tbem, find- 
ing that their influence was as nothmg to the inflamed 
passions of a mde people. If thejr actoaUy pit)ceed to 
blowsy which happens sometimes when thej are dnmk, 
then the stricken party next day sets oat to coUect en* 
denoe, and to calculate the value of his assault, in the 
way <^ damages. Several have been to me after sudi an 
affiiir, to tell particulars and inquire how much I thou^t 
the beating they had got ^was wort** (worth); and^ 
generally, unless there was something bad in the casoi I 
appraised the property at a low figure, to discourage this 
absurd sort of speculation. It grieves me to say, that I 
am now persuaded there is also a change fi>r the worse in 
their morals, in the &ce of our immense church establish- 
ment, and the schools which are so liberally scattered 
over the province. The orgies which they hold at ni^t, 
and which the high wages they receive enable them to 
keep up in a manner suitable to the inclinations of a semi- 
civilized population, are both firequent and licentioas in 
the extreme. I have had ocular proof of what I now 
record; for, resolving to try eveiy means to put down 
such meetings as Mr. Brown represented them to be, and 
which his authority had been altogether unable to sop- 
press, I marched deliberately into one of them to ascertain 
whether mine would be more effectuaL They had been 
dancing for nearly the whole ni^t, and it was about 
three in the morning when I surprised them, in a large 
building, consisting of three cottages thrown into one by 
removing the partitions, a liber^ they had taken without 
leave some time before, and whidi we found it convenient 
to wink at firom fear of disgusting them with the place; 
there they were, overcome by sprits and fiitigne, lying 
along the fioor indiscriminsAely, men and women. I 
tried to rouse them; but if I succeeded, the party tamed 
sullenly firom me, and instantly relapsed into his ktfaaigic 
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state of repose. The women, perhaps ashamed of their 
oonditioii, could not be prevailed on, hy any means, to 
lift their &oes from the floor. As I gazed on this dis- 
gusting scene, which was illaminated by an expiring 
lamp^ I began to be aware, from certain unmistakeable 
soonds, that my presence had caused as mnch anger as 
soxprise. At last, a tall fellow whom I did not know, 
and who was evidently frY>m another plantation, started 
up with — ^'^Chal massaniggal buckraherel whansefor 
he here, ehl" looking impudently in my &oe; at the 
same moment, a voice whispered behind me— ^^Massa 
better go.** I took the hint immediately, recollecting 
some tales of irreverent, not to say dangerous, treatment 
which proprietors had met with when they intruded on 
similar meetings, and with the same laudable intentions. 

Jakuaby, 1841. 

We have now been more than a year in this, to most 
of us, new country, and have become colonized; all of us 
having had what is called the seasoning fever, which in 
our cases was mild, being rather of the intermittent than 
the remittent form, as the doctor said. My wife has 
been for some months veiy earnest with me regarding 
our eldest daughter, whose health, she insists, is suffering 
from anxiety and uncertainty. She is indeed paler, but 
so is her sister; all European women become so in warm 
d im at es , It is not difficult to see that Charles has, with- 
out absolutely declaring himself, let them all understand 
the state of his aflSscdons, and my poor wife^s brain has 
been in a state of excitement since she perceived that her 
dan^ter was inclined to reciprocate, if she got a little 
encouragement. With some, marriage is a singular 
triumph for mother as well as daughter. My wife is a 
mother of that description; but I knew my giri would 
many no one, except the object of her aflbctions, even to 
her mothei's triumph. Pondering on the matter 
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long and anxtoudji I at last came to the readutioD of 
opening my mind fully to Charles when he made his 
propoeidsy which nothing but suspicion of me and my 
strict principles^ kept him firom making some time ago. 
His &ther never threw out a hint regarding it, of course, 
although his son's attentions were the subject of conTersiH 
tion throu^out the Colony. 

As Greoige kept his bodu with great exactnessy he is 
able to tell me (within a trifle) tl^ result of last year's 
proceedings. The crop was 210 hds. of sugar and I89OOO 
gallons of strong rum, including the molassosi which had 
all been distilled; nearly three-fourths of it were made 
since the prices rose so considerably, and consequently 
the gross rerenue was veiy high in proportion to tlM 
quantity of produce. It amounted to within a little of 
£10,000. The hbom account came to 12,500 dollars, 
or about £2,700. The other current expenses, such as 
coal, casks, &C., wear and tear of buildings, with salaries 
to the Whites, amounted to fully 8,000 dollars more— the 
total was nearly 21,000. Altogether the expenditure in 
raising that crop reached to £4,500. The nett income 
of my estate then, for 1840, was fully £5,500. A better 
return than I got (or many years previously, from 500 
hds. and rum in proportion, notwithstanding the vast 
increase in the expense of producing. No man can be 
surprised if the planters in general, who^ for the last two 
years, have been sinking money, should be exceedin^y 
devated on finding that a balance of neariy the same 
amount which had been previously on the wrong was 
now on the right side of the account. Those who had 
looked forward in despair of improving their affiurs 
without the help of the imperial government, b^pbi now 
to pray inwardly that the latter will let them alonc^ 
for they know by experience that it is more likdy to 
give in to clamour against them, than petitions in their 
&vour. 
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It cumot be daued, that fcr those who haye fidth in 
the jnatioe <^ the mother oomitiy, the pro spec t is now 
rerj inviting end that the genend opinion inclines to 
this bdie( the oontinned demand fcr, ^^ ™e in the 
Talne of estates, soffidentlj indicate. I am one of those 
who felt nneas^ firam the yerj commencement of this 
altogether nord (at least of kte years) state of the mar- 
ket; and I am not sonj now that there are some iqppear- 
ances of a decline, not likely to be amsiderable, but 
sii£5cient to q>erate as a damper on the specolatiTe 
excitement which {nevails. There is probably another 
reason why the crop of last year has turned oat so welL 
I was fi)nneriy in the practice of shippng all the sogar 
to my respectable friends in London, Omnium, Dibs, 
and Rhino^ but having been advised to try the Greorge-> 
town maiket, I did so, and finding it decidedly better 
than any in Great Britain, I continued to sell the produce 
there^ finom June 1840. By doing this, the planter has 
the advantage of obtaining the highest rate which mer- 
chants will give in order to get their vessels loaded, and 
generally there are some who^ from want of interest to 
obtain fright, are fiun to speculate in produce; in fiict, 
there are respectable firms who do it regularly. The loss 
by leakage on the voyage is also saved; and, in short, the 
gross benefit is estimated at firam thirty to fifty shillings 
per cask. By hr the majority of planters are unable 
to avail themselves of the local market, they being bound, 
by mortgage, to consign their produce to British houses, 
and in their ships. 

A sort of deluskm prevails in the mother country re- 
garding those debts <^ the planters. The idea <^ impro- 
vidence and extravagance being generally associated 
with that of a West Indian, debt is invariably r^ipunded, 
among those who are unacquainted with the colonies, as 
the lesohs of those fiulings in him« Now, there are ex- 
trmragant pefsons in the West Indies, who get into diffi- 
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culties from their own felly; but in fitf tlie greater 
number of cases, the debt is contracted when the estate is 
bought, which is always done here in the way of specula- 
tion, not of investment, as in England* A man has 
£5,000, and he wishes to buy a property worth £20,000 
perhaps. He applies to a mercantile house, and obtains 
a loan equal to the sum he possesses. He has thus on 
hand £10,000, and it is paid to the seller of the estate. 
For the remaining £10,000, he gives a first mortgage 
to the same party, and comes under contract to pay it 
by instalments; and to the merchants, he grants a 
second mortgage for their £5,000 on the same estate, 
and becomes bound to pay them off in a wpace of time 
calculated to commence in its instalments when the 
seller is paid off; and he is held bound by the same 
contract, to ship all his sugar in their sIiJps, and to 
consign it to their house in Great Britain. I should 
say that this mode of purchasing plantations ob- 
tained till within the last few years, when the qrstem 
of cash transactions, made necessaiy by the impaired 
credit, under existing circumstances, of every cokmist, 
was introduced. According to the old custom, it was 
calculated that a purchase thus made, should dear itself 
in from seven to ten years; and in many instances not 
more than a fourth of the price was paid down, so well 
was it understood that the estate should pay the instal- 
ments by its crops, as they became due. AH those who 
had bought property about the time when the slaves 
emancipated, are thus, at the present moment, 
unliquidated instalments, vaiying in number and amount 
with the terms of the arrangement under which they are 
due. My friend Wellingham is oppressed by a mort- 
gage left on his proper^ by au unde who bequeathed it 
to him, and also by several annuities to mors distant 
relatives, so that he has feund great difficulty, up to last 
yesTi in paying the interest of the fermeri and the full 
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amomit of the latter; wUIe the mortgagee for nine years, 
oootented mth interest alone, had threatened in June last 
to fioredoee on an over-dne instalment* To him, there- 
ibce, and many mor^ this sadden rise in the market has 
been the means of averting positive rain in the meantime. 
As to public matters, the greatest excitement has pre* 
Tailed, and the governor of Trinidad, Sir Heniy Madeod, 
is here at present to allay the ferment, and reconcile the 
d ifl Sttences between the Executive and the Colony in its 
rq wp cse ntatives. The former refused an immigration 
ofdinance; and the latter, impelled by absolute necessity, 
avowed that without more labourers they could not ven- 
tore to levy such an amount of taxes as was required for 
the purposes of the government, because they could not 
see tiiat the inhabitants were able to pay them, and they 
lefbsed to furnish the supplies under the circumstances. 
The Colonial ^Cnister, finding himself in a dile^mu^ got 
cat of it by sending Sir Heniy as governor pro tempore 
ei re naiOj to make an arrangement with the Colonial 
Bepnesentatives, which was effected in a few days, one 
party granting a civil list and the necessary funds, the 
other guaranteeing an immigration ordinance, with pro- 
visions, though not satisfactory to the planters, yet such 
as they saw ^ey could only obtain at that time. It was 
•tniMPfig to observe the demeanour of our ruler in abey- 
ance in the meantime. He was literally like a bear 
socking his paws; and I am sure would have been highly 
pleased if Mr. Briar and his brethren had gone off in a 
hurricane to the antipodes. It is scarcely possible for 
the governor of a Colony, under the Whigs, to be popular : 
however keenly he may feel for the suffering people, he 
must conform, in practice, to the rules laid down by his 
master; if he reoKmstrates, then the latter will say, 
^This fidlow has been Intten by the rattlesnake, we must 
look for another.'' By this phrase, it seems the Whigs 
that he has motjpiiei a knowledge of the true 
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interests <^ tho Colony^ which, roqairing a difibrent line 
of policy, is not the sort of infinrmaticm they wish to hmre, 
and theiefiyre they insinoate that he has become too in- 
timate with the planters, and is adopting their prgodioes. 
The fimiily.of the present goycmor, althongh he is not 
liked, are justly appreciated throughout the settlement, 
and most descorvedly, for the ladies are not only verj 
agreeable in their manners, but highly accomplished, 
and in every way fitted to adorn their position in the 
province. The governor, personally, would be more 
popular, did he not consider political opposition as directed 
towards himself rather than lus office. A man who can- 
not draw a well-defined line of distinction between the two^ 
must always be thinking himself ill-used, when the 
ofiiending person has not perhi^ even thought of him as 
connected with the question in dispute. Our worthy 
representative of the Colonial 'Mhnster (to call him ihe 
Kinff 8 is rather hyperbolical), cannot conceal the dislike 
he entertmns fi)r the colonial members of our Combined 
Assembly in general, which he signifies by a peculiar 
and expressive grunt, when their names are mentioned 
in his presence. This has its disadvantages; fi)r instead 
of being surrounded at his table by thearistocnicy,sudi as it 
is, of the Colony, he has none there save the gentlemen 
who hold subordinate offices under liim, with occasionally 
a professional man, and tlie officers of the garrison, who 
are not the people in whoso conversation anything is to 
occur likely to throw light on the condition of the settle- 
ment, either by anecdote or matterKx&fiict contained in 
the news of the day. Most of those who are fiuniliar 
with the inmates of government-house^ in fiict, knowing 
the bias of the executive, adapt their discourse to the 
taste and fi^elings of its head, as polite people generally 
do. Thus, all iiifbrmation to be gleaned casually and 
without premeditation, of those who are best able to give 
it, and which is the most effectual in convincing^ is shnt 
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^^^^ fitmlinn. Benaonstnuices find petitions are rooaved| 

^^^Hfer existing drcnmstanoes^ as attempts of one class to 

^^^^^io onjnst and nnfidr advantages over another; and 

^ &Iea of protecting the Negroes, who are really the 

^'^^^'csa on plantations^ absurd as it is^ still prevails willi 

^^ official meni so as to be paramount over eveiy other 

^r^^i<derataoD. There is, in short, a wide space between 

^'^tter and the planters, and in this slough, as it maybe 

^^_^^ of distrust and disbelief every statement of &cts is 

tobekst 

July, 1841. 

change in the aspect of the market already noticed, 
^^^imed out more serious in its extent and probable 
than was then anticipated; and the alarming 
of the late debate in parliament, has produced a 
reaction on the unfortunate planters, who are all 
6t ^^^^^ning now to perceive that they are in the position 
^^^w^^^^ frogs in the fiible, and that their destruction, if not 
<y^ ^^^^ ^ ^ pe^lc of England, is considered a matter 
itx^^^^Nety trivial consequence in the mother country. In 
melancholy triumph of my anticipations over those 
ly neighbours, I can perceive that the forebodings 
ch led me, a man of fortune almost indejiendent of the 
'K>nies, to exile myself, will be ultimately realized; and 
although I have that impression on my mind, I can- 
bring myself to sell the estate and return to England. 
fact, the time has gone over for that, because, although 
^^ estate was sold at a high figure in May, I doubt if a 
l^ood price could now, after the lapse of only two months, 
1^ diCained for any plantation. Such is the absolute 
diange that has at once occurred in the opinions of all 
men here, only eleven or twelve months afVer their hopes 
had been elevated in the same proportion, but on very 
diflRsient grounds* 
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The latter position was like a castlo in the air, as it really 
¥ra8y resting on the extraordinary exdtemont consequent on 
a sadden transition from despair to hope. The finrmer is 
like u fearful pit, which, in whatever way the planter 
tarns, threatens to swallow him ap. The debate reveals 
the state of feeling that prevails among the popular re- 
presentatives, who must be understood as giving utterance 
to the sentiments of their constituents, and thej are 
unequivocally in favour of the admissioQ of slave-grown 
sugar. 

Thanks to Sir Robert and the Conservative par^, we 
are safe in the mean^e; but what security have we for 
the fiitiu^? Our countrymen collectively, with a great 
deal of talk regarding justice and generosity, seldom 
illustrate their claims to those qualities by any striking 
uistance of either. The compensation, so odled, given to 
the planters, they glory in representing as an act of gener- 
osity ; while, in point of fiict, it was a selfish spoliation of 
one particular class, to raise the reputation of die country 
for philanthropy. Little calculation is necessary to 
prove that. In terms of the Emancipation Act, appraisers 
were appointed by government to adjust the apportion- 
ment of the £20,000,000 ; and they were expressly directed 
by the act to take the average rates at which sales had 
been effected in the colonies during eight preceding 
years, from books in which such sales were recorded* 
This being done by them, it was found that the slave- 
holders got, in their respective shares of the compensation 
fund, just eight shillings and fourpcnoo sterling in the 
pound of the real market value of their property, so fiiirly 
ascertained; and, notwithstanding their strong remon- 
strances, they could not make ministers nor parliament, 
to say nothing of the people, understand that property of 
a much higher value than that of the slaves who culti- 
vated it, was to be endangered by the act And does 
not the proof of what I have said regarding the British 
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natimi laying daim to a diameter whidi really clocs Dot 
bdong to it, find ccmfirmation doubly strong in the fact, 
that after wresting finom us three-fifths of one spedes of 
proper^, and in all probability rendering all other pro- 
perty in the West Indies worthless by the same deed, it 
is now apparently resolved that measores shall be adopted 
which will consummate and ensure the rain of the planters, 
because by them sugar may be obtained a very trifle 
cheaper I Is there philanthropy or justice in this manner 
of proceeding? I say it is now resolved, because the 
duuracter of the ddxite is in itself a demonstration that a 
great change has taken place in public opinion in r^ard 
to our question, and that of slavery. John Bull has got 
rid of the stigma by sacrificing us, and as, in his short- 
sightedness, he cannot see that he will be blamed fi>r self* 
ishness and inconsistency, he chuckles at the idea of get- 
ting the artide as cheap as his neighbour, while he can hold 
up his head and say — ^Thanks to the munificence of 
Grreat Britain, there is not a slave in her dominions.'' 

It is to be hoped that some time must elapse, breathing 
time fi)r the miserable colonists, before this act of national 
tei]^venation can be carried into effect; and, in the mean- 
time, that we may be enabled to get labour imported boS- 
fidcnt to supply. the loss of it, which has been caused 
by emandpation; as an earnest of this, we are already 
reaping the firuit of our new ordinance, in large arrivals 
of PcMTtuguese finom Madeira, the Colony paying the cost 
of their conveyance. They are chiefly located on tho 
coast, until it is ascertained that they are fitted to stand 
the dimatc^ the fiict being doubtful still, finom the difier- 
eot results, as detailed by those who had them on their 
estates^ when only a fiaw had been imported. 

The price of sugar in the colonial market of (George- 
town is oeariy at the current rate of the first half of 1840, 
£rom the unexpectedly large quantities that have come in 
finsii the East Indies. Yetitwastobe antidpated that a 
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stimulus would be given thereto the manufiictovc of sugar 
by British machincryi on the equalization of the dotieSy 
and the general expectation among thoae who were 
acquainted with the subject, of greatlj defidont cnqia 
in the West Indies. Foreign colonies are also extend- 
ing their cultivation of the article, in the belief thai 
Britain must be reduced to the necessity of being si^iplied 
by them* My two neighbours are quite chop-fiJlen. 
Bidley has been ill fiom extreme depression caused by 
the news; while Wellingham has the most desponding 
cheerless look tliat can be woU imagined. 

In the month of March, his son, encouraged by the 
aspect of the times, made proposals in fimn fiv mj 
daughter; and I, in conformity with the plan I had long 
before resolved to adopt on this occasion, firankly, and 
without reserve, told him the state of my mind regarding 
him. He received it with perfoct good temper, and the 
most engaging submission, declaring that he was well 
aware of those infirmities in his nature, but as his dis- 
positions were good, he hoped to correct them in time. 
He then told me that he acted with the full sanction of 
his father, who proposed that they should live together as 
heretofore; and, ^in order to make me peifoctly indepen- 
dent, he would raise my salaxy as manager to two 
thousand dollars, wliich, he thought, with other coosider- 
tions, might do well enough." ^Well, Charies,** said I, 
^^as I have been candid with you on one side of the ques- 
tion, it is right I should be so also on the other; I have 
stated the principal objections; I liko you and your 
fiither, and if you promise to keep yourself under com- 
mand, and do nothing of consequence without the advioo 
of your seniors, I shall not oppose your views— your 
success of course must depend altogether on Oraoe." His 
eye brightened at this, and I could perceive he was sura 
of his object From that day, my poor wifo^ who has, it 
may be whiqpered, less mind than either of herdawghtw^ 
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was in a flaiUar of cxdtcment, which, to keep the house 
qoiety I was oblignl to alkji by getting the aflUr siraiigod 
as spoedHy as was consi&tent with pioprieiy. They wero 
married early in April, and they seem now to be as haj^ 
as people so situated generally are. But now, when the 
ftospcds of the {Jantcrs have been blasted as sodd^y 
as thqr were excited, I begin to rc^)ent me of the fiK^ty 
with which I gave in to my wi^s remonstrances — the 
Wellinghanu^ solicitations — and, not the least, poor 
Crracc's looks; but, after all, it may only end in want of 
fertmie. He is yoang, strong, and possessed of talents 
which, if properly applied, will always enable him to sap- 
port a small establishment like his present one. I have 
^ven her, daring my lifi;, an annuity, which, joined to 
Charlcfl^s salary, makes them comfortable. 

Old WcUin^iam is ime of those characters who are lively 
in company firom making !m exertion to be so^ bat who 
generally shan gay sode^. My fiinuly often express a 
wish to see more ofa man who is so agreeable; bat I know 
he ii fieqacntly digrs and weeks when hiswords are few,and 
his eye averted from the world. Ridley is very difierenU 
I cannot say of him that he takes ^Fortune's buffets and 
her smiles alike ;" but he enjoys the latter to the Ml ex- 
tent, and he meets the former with a stem composure^ 
like that of a brave man in presence of an enemy whom 
he has to encounter. Such is he now. I met him two 
days ago^ and he came up with a sad smile. ^Well, 
ndghbour, I do fear — in feet, I always felt, as it wero^ 
that you would be partly ri^t in regard to prices, the 
rise being so sudden ; but who would think that the ques- 
tion of introducing the sugar produced by slave labour into 
the British market would be entertained by even a minority 
in a British parliament.'' <<My friend," said I, ^self- 
interest being the governing motive in the actions of all 
meoy yoa should have dipped deeper into human nature 
befoe you made up your mind to rely so much on justice 






predominatiiig over if* ^Bnt,'' said he wnprtjcntlji 
^ the nation, if it sanctiaiis at an j fbtore time audi a 
gnmt crime, deserves to be aoooonted infiunoos tliioag^^^ 
all conntiries in the dvilizod workL" ^ Wdl,'* answered 
I, << what of that? WiU themana&ctnrcrBof ikigiaiid hug 
themselves k» cagcriy on carrying their measores, bocanse 
the character of the nation may soflfer ? Bodies of men, 
Ridley, will do thuigs that individuals would shrink 
firom with loathing and aUiorence. There is, perhaps^ 
not one <^ these Manchester men — not even Bri^t hbn- 
self, or Cobden — who would singly reduce to misery 
and starvation his next door nd^bour, to promote hii 
own views ; but, collectively, yon see they do not hesitate 
to immolate a laigo body of their countxymen." ^ And 
that," said Bidky, ^ just amounts to this, that they can 
halloo each other on to any mischief which they, indi- 
vidually, would not dare to think o£ Yeiy like the dif^ 
fisrence between the man who will not venture to destroy 
another when he is alone, but, aided by two or throe more 
like himself, will attack and overpower him anywhere: 
just different shades of guilu" ^ We are becoming too 
severe," said I ; ^^ but, to return to my ori^nal position, 
the workings of sdf-intcrest in a party so strong as the 
moiiufiicturing is in England, must ultimatdy prove dan- 
gerous to the state: it is an inq)erium m w^perio — a 
power capable of ruling the rulers <^ the land." ^ Aye^** 
replied my friend bitterly; ^ John Bull will find in time 
that this cuckoo >vill prove too largo for his nest" ^Thej 
have long desired to open the ports of the worid to their 
goods, at any injury they may inflict on what maj 
be called the bulwarks of our constitutioii; and noWi 
drunk with prosperity, they aim at rivalling in rank and 
power, as well as wealth, the hereditary legislatorB of the 
land ; but, finding that public opinion is too firmly eata- 
bhshed m £eivour of the ktter, their next object will be 
to pull them down to the level of themsdves." 
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Wo had many such conTcrsations* Wcllinghaniy since 
^%hc bad accoonts arriyod, has rather kept out of my way, 
Mmt he pretends, although it is with a sunken eye and 
^ksponding ^"isage, that things arc not yet so desperato-^ 
^Chat West Indians are always in the clouds or in tlio 
'mod, ncrer preserving a happy equilibrium, and that tlio 
"maimty in our fiivonr b still overwhebning in parliament. 
!H]S son, sanguine everi redoubles his assiduity and atten- 
tion. Ridley says, except himself, he does not know a 
manager who works so luuti; indeed, his wife complains 
that he over-fatigues himself in the field. The impres- 
sion wliidi has been made on tlie public mind, may be 
explained by what I have described as existing in my 
own immediate circle. Merchants, who are like the 
mimosas, extremely sensible of the slightest touch (fironi 
adverse times), b^n to shake their heads and look 
ominous to those who are either their debtors already or 
wish to become such. One thing is universally talked 
o^ a reduction of wages to a suitable rate. Tlie planters, 
paralyzed by this suddenly re-opened prospect of a gulph 
likeljr to devour them, loudly exclaim that they cannot 
now afibrd even the rates fixed by the tariff of 1838, to 
say nothing of the rise which the high prices of last year 
enabled them to give; and the Negroes, on the other 
hand, not being able to understand how wages should 
depend on the price of sugar, but fancying that die buckra 
country is full of money, arc, with the suspicion that 
naturally belongs to their class, inclined to believe that 
the Whites wish to take advantage of them. Unhap- 
pQy, the head of our executive, who ought to set them 
ri^ in that respect, is too much disposed, whether firom 
ignorance or necessity is of no consequence, to take the 
same view of such questions. 

Mr. Brown, not having been able to keep pace with his 
more ardent ndghbours, on account of the restraint im- 
poaed on him by me^ complains that tlie crop has sufifercd 
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much from want of laboorersy to which I repljr philoso- 
phically, that I can hotter afford to have a bad year than 
most of my neighbours^ and as some must suffer loasy 
seeing that there b not a sufficient number of kbourers 
for the whole, it is better it should (aiSl <m me; to this ha 
only answers by a singuhir stare, as if to ascertain whether 
I could be in earnest. Although many lefl him for 
higher wages, they have since manifested an inclinatioii 
to return, if he would meet them half-way, by giving 
half the amount of the rise in addition to tlie old rate ; 
but he has remained firm, in order, if it be possible, to 
keep them to habits of a more settled nature. Negroes 
are like children, as I have oflen said, in their fickleness, 
and, in fiu^t, generally; but in one thing they show a sort 
of cat-like steadfastness. I mean in attachment to what 
has been long their home. There can be no doubt, how- 
ever, that the propensity thc^ now indulge in to a great 
extent, of roving finom place to place, and remaining but 
a short time in one, will ultimately eradicate the finding 
of partiality for their original locality; and this propensi^, 
being a sort of restlessness consequent on, and arising out 
of their altered condition, is too strong to be checked by 
any other consideration whatever. It is really an aston- 
isl]ing sight for one just finom Europe, to witness the cool 
indifference with which a request is received regarding 
the performance of any particular sort of work* The 
greatest aversion is also shown by the people here to do 
anything alone, so that on all occasions it is necessary to 
send two for any job, even if it cannot occupy more than a 
few minutes. They are always ready, too, ¥rith an excuse 
fer it. The best way to illustrate anything is to state a 
feet in point The following occurred to myself. An old 
carpenter was desired by me to take a hammer and a 
couple of nails, and £Mten a board that had got loose on 
the railing of a bridge. ^Massa tell mangea (manager)?** 

M 
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Xof it is not necessarjr for rach a trifle; go directly.^ 
"Who me sha' take, sa?** ^Whjr^ what do you mean? 
can't want anybody to help yon to drive a nail?^ 
old mani after staring a little, came dose up to me^ 
id inserting the point of a fore-finger among the wool 
his heady in order to give force to the illustration, 
Massa savea catch 1 — se with one finger?'' inquired he. 
But as I said already, a man who has been accustomed 
see the poorer class begging for work as a favour, is here 
by the unnatural necessity that exists for actually 
"V)^ging people to work for wages far above the value of 
"tteir labour. What can such a state of affairs end in, 
"Imt ruin to all depending on these labourers? Unless, 
^Sndeed, the subject of immigration is taken up by govern- 
ment, as a question in which the nation is interested. It 
IS true, we have gained something by the ordinance; but 
we would have both Asia and Afirica opened to us, as 
wdl as the islands in the Atlantic and the countries of 
Europe. From the experience we have hitherto had, I 
fear the worst from the powerful confederacy against 
us. The Aborigines Protection Socie^ has now taken 
on itsdf the care of all people on the face of the earth, I 
suppose, under this very comprehensive designation; and 
a strange thing it is, that a number of gentlemen, most of 
them seldom out of London, should be seized with the in- 
clinati<m to rule mankind in this manner, especially that 
portion of it which knows just as little about the patronising 
society, as the latter knows of them. It b an easy thing for 
those men, over their wine, to sit in judgment on their fel- 
lowmen — to damn the West India planter — save the New 
Zealand cannibal^ and hug themselves in the belief that 
th^ are acquiring reputation for themselves hj such 
omnipotent deeds. But while the world laughs at them, 
there is stin an excepti<mal portion of the political popula- 
tioD, who find their account in leaguing with, and 
those their simpler brethren; and they are our 
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deadly foes, the anti-oolonial frctkni of Britain, powerfbl 
already, and yeariy adding to their dangerous influence. 
The N^roesy now in a position to exact their own 
terms fiom the unhappy proprietorB, are fully aware of 
the advantages they possess. This they show in their 
contemptuous treatment of the Madeira people who come 
here. A few of my folks had gone to a part of the coast 
where some of these yellow buckras are located, and had 
fidlen in ¥rith them at work in the fields. ^ Wdl, Trimy" 
asked I of one on his return, ^you saw the Portuguese ; 
what do you think of them? can they work well?* 
''Yes me see dem; massa, for true dem buckra?** ''Cei^ 
tainly they are buckras; why do you ask?** ''CSaae^ me 
tink say, dem bucks (Indians); such nasty, good-ftr- 
notting buckra, me neber see; sailor sdfghentlemenober 
dem; dem must bo de bucks of the White contree.* 
''Ahl Trim, you don't like them; you think they will 
bring down wages, eh?" ''Dem shan't," replied Trim, 
¥rith energy; "before dem sha' bodder we, we sha' fi^t 
them, so send um back, good-for-notting buckra trow- 
away (castaway buckras); dem begga, too, N^ro g^ um 
bittal (victuals)." This last vituperati<m alluded to a 
singular feature in the character of the Portuguese, who 
are not only exceedingly industrious, but so fond of 
money that th^ are unwilling to spend any portion 
of their wages, and actually beg so long as they can obtain 
something by it It is evident that they excite the 
jealousy of their black compatriots; and tUs may be bj 
their diligence, for it is said that they are so anxious to 
acquire riches, that they work too zealously under the 
burning sun, which they ought to avoid, selecting the 
mornings and afternoons for their tasks, as they have been 
earnestly advised to do. But I <mly speak of them firam 
hearsay: if they can stand the climate, they will prove a 
blessing to us. I have heard of some cases of m a lignan t 
fever among them, and it is said the medical men apprehend 
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agieat deal of ackness fiom (heir habit^ which are filthjr 
in the extreme, and the hard work, which they will not 
be diasoaded fiom. 

We have obtained, besides those inhabitants of Madeira, 
a host of people fiom the West India Islands, tempted 
hy the wages and the free passage in conjunction. A 
huge prop ort ion of those are but indifferent subjects, who 
periiaps aTail themselves of the terms to get a ramble in 
the land of mud, as our Colony is denominated hy the 
isknders. They are chiefly Barbadians, and some are 
said to be good men, while others are the very refuse of 
that place. We have an agent there, and in other places 
where there is a likelihood of obtaining people ; and it is 
suspected that those officers are not so particular as they 
should be in their selecti<m. But, in truth, they have a 
difficult part to play, and a battle to fight with almost 
ereiy man of any note in the places where they are re- 
cruiting. Labour is scarce in every part of the British 
West Indies, even Barbadoes, where the population is 
extremely dense, and the wages not one-third of ours. 
Still, sugar requiring many hands, and only a certain pro- 
portion, as with us, bemg constandy at work, the planters 
and others in want of servants, look with bitter jealousy 
on their abduction by our agent. In the meantime^ 
while measures are anxiously pressed forward by the 
planters to increase the supply of manual labour, no 
means are spared to diminish the necessity for it by 
mechanical improvement. Perhaps the most successful 
€t the hundreds which have been suggested, are those 
which convey the canes from the punt to the mill— cane 
cttrierB,eachachainof paddles fiistened together by links 
and lods^ revolving round a wheel at one end, and a 
drum at the other, and resting <m a strong wooden frame. 
It is worked by the steam-engine. The canea, being 
thrown on it from the punt, are drawn up by its revolution 
W dbe miD, in such manner that they fidl in eoEactly 
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between the crnshing rdlers. It aaives the labour of 
several persons, the canes having been previoiislj canied 
on the peop W heads to the mQL After they are erosbed, 
another improvement^ equalty valoable, comes into play 
for the removal of the megass or crashed canes, <^nw«»titig 
of a track railway^ with a gradual ascent, till tl readies 
midway between the eve and the top of the kg6 or 
bam, where the megass is deposited. On this firams^ 
tracks loaded with the latter (into which it drops fiom 
the mill), are palled up by means of a strong rope throog^ 
a palley between two posts at the apper eoctremity of the 
ndlway, where is a platform to receive the track on 
attaining its proper elevation; and from this jdatfimn, a 
horizontal railway goes the whole length of the log^ 
along which the track is pashed by two men, ontil it 
reaches the spot where it is to be emptied, which is done 
by opening its sides (they being on hinges for the pap- 
pose), and allowing Uie megass to fidl down. It is also 
wrought by the engine. 

Various schemes have been tried to h^ten the labour 
of carrying the dried megass or fuel to the fires under the 
sugar boilers or coppers as they are called, but thej have 
invariably been defeated by the obstinate adherence of 
the Negroes to old practices, there being no possibility 
of doing this by the ordinary steam-engine of an estate. 
Tram-railways were made, and tracks placed on them; 
but the Negroes preferred the original mode of canying 
it on their heads in enormous bundles, although they 
could convey twice as much in the other way in a given 
time. It was long ere they could be prevailed on to use 
wheel4>arrow8 for any purpose, such being the inveterate 
force of habit, and everything with them goin|^ by a sort 
of impulsive instinct, above their heads. It is said that a 
proprietor imported a dosen wheel4)arrows some yean 
tgy, and selecting a few of the most intelligent of his 
people, showed them how they wele to be used* After 
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many <<dial dia'sl** and <<hehl heh'sl** thej began 
^^"^^i^dle them ai if actnallj in fear; but massa had nc 
turned his backi than they all stood still, and one 
fidriy lifted the barrow on to his head, exclaiming 
upon massa for bringing that ^new something to 
wl we.** Wheel4)arrows are now in general use, 
V and the desire of being like the Whites is gradu- 
^^'Verooming prejudices in general. Some veiy strong 
Jkenuckms feelings of this sort still linger among 
» and oftheseyperliaps the most absurd and dangeroui 
^^ belief in the siqierstition of Oln. The influence 
^ * '*iat which they observe to obtain among the 
certainly had some efiect in diminishing 
juth in the power of those who practice it; but^ifit 
^one thiS| it has alao taken away part of the fear with 
they regard such characters. This is observed to 
case among the CreoleSi who are disposed to be- 
that every African is an Obi man, especially if he is 
old and very ngly, and they do not scruple, on the 
test oocasiony to beat him unmerdfullyi if they think 
be done with impunity. I have an African of this 
f and already he has been twice beaten in that 
', although I could not perceive that he had done 
^'^thing to ofliend the young scoundrels who attacked 
The first, I took to task for the offence, and de- 
ded why he had dared to maltreat a man old enough 
be his grand&ther. He shook his head, ^Da man no 
^jod.** « Why is he not good?" "He savee kill people." 
^Did he wish to kill y<mr '^Massa, tha' 'toiy no good 
iar talk; da man no ha' God, he ha' debbiL" "And do 
you think he has power to raise the devil on you?" 
"Hehl no good for talk." "If you thought he had that 
power, you would not dare to strike him; you do it 
because yon wish to show your matties you are not 
afinid of Obi; now you shall pay Goliah four doUars for 
that beating or go befoira the magjbtrate^*' He paid 
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the money. The next, I tent to the stipendiarjr, and he 
was fined in six dollars. 

Thejr have a sent of ill-defined idea, that the Ohi man 
has power bj his art, to destroy some persona who are 
not Christians; and thej think it Terjr grand to beat liini, 
as it shows they are like bnckras, and not afiraid of him. 
But Tio Negroy whether Creole or Afirican, likes to qpeak 
on the subject of Obi. There is a latent fiwr of some- 
thing lingering in their minds in ccmnection with that 
yQlainouSi and, at one period, cruel superstition, which 
shows that the light of ciyilization is yet contending with 
aboriginal and dmmerian darkness in their minds. I wmj 
this of the Creoles. The Afiricans still belieye in Obi 
with pristine fiuth, although some of them have an idea 
that the Christian religion, under certain dicnmatanoes^ 
will prove too strong fi>r it 

Januast, 184S. 

The downward tendency in prices, was arrested about 
the middle of tlie bygone year, when they were still a 
shade higher than in 1889. The feeling of distrust and 
despondency, which was great in proportion to the mag^- 
nitude of the evil, and the sudden manner of its approach, 
has been partly removed by the usual effect of time. But 
there is a prevailing sense of the impossiUli^ of doing 
anything under existing prices of labour; and the pro- 
prietary body, unanimous on this pinnt, agreed to have a 
general meeting in Greorgetown, to fix a new tariff, with 
a code of regulations suitable to the exigencies of the 
case. This meeting has just taken place, and the pai^ 
ticulars having been arranged, it was settled that ^strict 
meetings should also be held; which, adopting the rates 
of wages and the regulations agreed on, should alter them 
to suit any peculiarities that mif^ exist in each locality, 
it being impossible that they could apply m the 
manner to all places. 
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Whibt this b going on, the Blackies preserve an (munooB 
silence^ and David tells me thej will not give in to the 
regolations; and, strange to say, although he is a sensible 
mani I cannot make him understand the uigency of the 
necessity fiir a measore of this sort ^^ Yon see, David, 
if the sugar I make sells for no more than twenty thou- 
sand dollars, and if I pay more than that in expenses, I 
ifon't continue to make it" ^Certain.'' ^Well, sugar 
win not rise— the price is higher now than it was before 
the great first of August, so we must not look to that, then 
the only thing left us is to reduce expenses." ^^Certain; 
Imt wages no all." ^The other expenses of an estate are 
all as much reduced as possible, (even the salaries of the 
Whites^) many of them depend on the cost of articles in 
Europe, such as coals and staves." ^^AU true, massa." 
^Then you see that we cannot help this reduction — it is 
fi)roed on us by absolute necessity." ^' Massa remember 
I Udd him befeie time, if ^liite people don't gib good 
money, N^ro won't worik?" **I remember it quite well." 
^Da so he stand (so it is), Nigga," said he, energetically, 
^will not work in dis here country for leetle money; I 
don't care who know it, me say so." I knew he was per- 
fectly in earnest by his aspect ^^Then, David, you must 
allow, nevertheless, that we are obliged to do it, you see 
that" ^No, Ikfassa, me don't see dat; me tell you true. 
The long or queen, wha they call um ? before he make 
new law for Nigga, must know beiy well he can't work 
without good money; if sugar no bring good price, let the 
queen give the plantation massa dem money to pay the 
people; da he do um, da he take um finom plantation 
make he finee." I thought for a minute on this strange 
proposaL ^And do the Negroes really talk in that way, 
David?" ^Every one talk so: they no have story wid 
sugar; if de queen hab power take away slaves, queen 
lunre power to pay a' we proper." Here, thought I, may 
rolen leani alesson in practical wisdom, finom ^babes and 
soddings" in intellect 
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The pbdn meaning and tendency of David's reaaoningi 
which be gives as that of his conntrjrmen generally, is this, 
that a goremmenty before it nndertakes a great measorey 
affectingtheinterestsof so many people as the Emancipa- 
tion Act doesy most soidy have calculated the cost of its 
i^peration in eveiy way, and resolved that this shall be 
paid by the ooontiy genendty, withoat allowing the nn* 
fixtonates who are operated on, to bear the whole 
expense. It is an excellent commentary, considering the 
quarter it comes firom, on the measures of government tar 
die last d^t or ten years. It may perhaps remind the 
reader of the Sierra Leone anecdote regarding a poor boy 
whose 1^ a charitable surgeon took off for nothings to 
save the individuaTs life, and whose mother hrooght him, 
as soon as the stomp was well, and laid him down at the 
soigeon's door, saying — ^ After massa cat off poor boy 
foot, me come see what massa give for support him." 
But David's remark goes farther than that. He has fiuth 
in the wisdom of the king (tliis word comprehends 
ministers, parliament, and every ruling power), and he 
thinks he is prepared with money to carry out honestly, 
and ¥rithoat loss to anybody here, the purposes of the 
Act. 

The Negroes invariably look on the White people col- 
lectively, as having only one interest; hence their coolness 
towards Scoble and others who manifcstod what they con- 
sider a very suspicious leaning towards them, when thcj 
should naturally be all for those of their own colour. 
They also are of one mind as to the lawfulness of slaveiy; 
and they would consider the taking away of slaves fincm 
a man, exactly in the same light as forcibly depriving him 
of his estate in land, unless the most ample compensation 
should be made. They are accordingly mystified entirely 
as to the proceedings of the imperial government; for the 
intelligent of them know perfectly well that the propria 
tors only got about two^fths of the value of their bond- 
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^ Slttveij bong the lot of tbe many in Africa^ they 

^ disposed, bj tnditkm or ezperienoey to regard it as 

y^ Aatnnd state of society^ and the jnoper position of the 

^^OQiv, esnctty for the same reason that the En^ish- 

^^ loolcB on freedom as his iHrth-right, because it was 



inheritance of his fiithers. I have never heard a 




\ 



«. ^B^r^ say that it was otherwise than nnjnst to emancipate 
*^^ wiUKNit paying their price; bat some, having been 
with the Radical doctrine^ insist that we were 
enon^ finr p ro p er ty that was unproductive. David, 
r, is not one of those* He knows what the article 
have fetched in the market, and no sophistry can 
him that it was not worth the market price, 
^liimsd^ as he proudly told me^ was apfHraised in 1882 
--^SOO guilders of our currenqr, or about £360 sterling, 
was known to be a good man and a good driver. 
to resume the conversation — ^^You think, then, 
that the king (queen you mean — it is a lady) must 
infermed herself on every point connected ¥rith this 
and that she ¥rill not let the work stop without 
what money is required to pay what you call pro- 
wages." ^ Yes, massa, de queen and her council hab 
much wisdom to do big thing like that in such loose 
dat would be worse than Congo Nigger." ^Then 
think that all this firight among the proprietors, and 
meetings, are just for nothing — no good reason?" 
'Yes, da so dem say, dem say buckra want to fool them 
plenty money in dem pocket." '^Now, David, 
^^ou can't bdieve that; do you not think it possible that 
'^he planters are not supported by the queen as they ex- 
"pected?* ^Perfaiqps (dionbtin^y) may be so^ massa." I 
knew perfecdy, by the tone in which he spoke, that he 
did not agree with me. I was aware also that reasoning 
with him was entirely out of the question, until something 
should ooenr to staf^^or him in what is at present a point 
that he pins hb feith to. After a short panse^ he went 
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on — ^^Dem say governor no 'gree with the plantation 
massa; he no think wage too much.'' ^Ajl do the 
Negroes hncj that to be the case.^ ^Massa no hear 
some go to his office? dem sajr, so he teQ them*** ^I 
can*t believe that, David; he ooold not do anything ao 
fiur wrong, and so contrary to fiicts." ^So dem say; me 
no know.'' And thus oar conversation terminated. I 
was really akrmed by the kst piece of news, having 
generally fimnd my foreman conect as to what was r^ 
ported. 

IfC Febbuabt, IMS. 

The greatest consternation now prevails over the 
Colony^ in consequence of the cessation fixnn labour which 
has occurred on the universal adoption of the rate of wagesy 
with the rules and regulations, by the proprietary body. 
It has been produced, as much by the very singular conduct 
of the executive, as by those measures which were forced 
on the luckless planters by grievous necessity. The 
Negroes flocked to the government office, where they 
were talked to, either by the governor or one of his chief 
officers, in that sort of undecided manner, which, with a 
rude people naturally suspicious, is almost sure to mi^ 
lead. Instead of bcdng told plainly, that the planters 
had each a right to frame what regulations and rate of 
wages he thought proper for his estate, and to consult 
with his follows as to what was most proper, which is 
all we did — the Negroes were informed that the mat- 
ter would be consid^X3d, and so forth. We soon learned 
that it had been considered in a manner we little ex- 
pected — that a copy of what we had agreed iqpon as 
our new code of plantation wages and regulations^ had 
been formally sulmitted to H. M. Attcnmey-GeDeral^ to 
ascertain whether the document was not ill^al; in other 
words, whether means could not be found to force as 16 
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abandon those changes we deemed essential to onr pio- 
aervatkm from rain. It b proper to say, that the 
govenMMT objected to the roles, not to the alteration in the 
wages. It would bo thought a most ^rannical thing in 
En j^andy if the lord-lieutenant of a county would inter- 
pose his authority between a master-manu&cturer an4 
his wcnrfcmen, in regard to the establishment of regular 
hours for labour, so as to have all hands employed at once 
— the occupation of cottages belonging to the fixrmer, or 
anything^ in hdj which was purely matter of bargain b^ 
tween the two parties. We have been accustomed to 
arbitrary measures from our governors, and this did not 
startle us so much in itself as being an indication of the 
gubernatorial feeling, but as a sort of corollary to all the 
proceedings of the executive hitherto^ and an explanation 
of them. It looked, in fiu^t, when taken in connection 
with the apathy of the government in regard to immigra- 
tion, as an evidence that ministers desired to keep up the 
hig^ rate of wages for the benefit of their protegees, the 
N^roes. It is not surprising that the planters should 
entertain such opinions, knowing that the opposition of 
the guardian Anti-slaveiy Society to immigration into the 
sugar colonies, is ostensibly based on the belief that a re- 
duction of wages will ensue upon it; and being aware also 
of the immense power which this body, in connection with 
the cotton aristocnuy, now has in the councils of the 
nation. The thinking portion of them feel that they are 
under the feet of this powerful confedenuy, and that 
every danger is to be apprehended from the grasping^ 
<me-sided, sel^aggrandizing ideas which have got absolute 
possession of its members. A strike was to be feared, 
and it was fully anticipated by the proprietors; but one so 
fostered and encouraged, cannot fail to affect them deeply, 
when they take into consideration its probable conse- 
quences, and its duration under such circumstances; for 
how can they calculate on the resumption of labour aft the 
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neoessaiy reductioii, if the people beliere the goramor, 
and conBequently that omnipotent power, aoooiding to 
their belief the queen, to be against anjr alteratioii that 
wonld rednce wages. 

I have heard the governor and his satellites argue, in 
a conversadonal way, that the Negroes required very hig^ 
wages, and, in fiu^ could not exist without them, owing 
to the high price of fix>d. Hejudgedof the latter by his 
own experience, and by the same very singular mode of 
analogy adduced by the anti-slaveiy folks when they speak 
of the hardships of the Negro's case. It is not long since 
one of them, in telling a sad tale of a fiee African who 
had been entrapped by a vfllainous ship captain into 
slavery in the West Indies, asked triumphantly at the 
close of his story — ^^^How would an En^tsh gentleman 
like to be seized on his own estate, amidst all his enjoy- 
ments, and flung, mangled and fettered, into the hold of a 
ship, and forced to toil all his days in a foreign land." 
The tale was bad enough, without the absurd attempt at 
comparison where none could be. No beings can be 
more unlike than the wild, naked savage, following the 
impulse of his passions, and scarcely endowed with reason, 
and the highly-refined and intellectual gentleman; but 
one requires to see both in their proper state. The 
strange fiishion adopted by travellers, of giving hi^^ 
sounding titles to the headmen of savage tribes, misleads 
the people of England. Judging from what they see 
and hear of kings and princes nearer home, they can- 
not imagine any who bear those attributes to be so 
widely difierent from them; consequently, any daxk-oom- 
pleodoned man brou^t from Asia, Africa, or America^ is 
an object of veneration with them, if he has one of those 
grand designations, although he can scarcely bear the 
dothes rendered indispensable by the dimate^ and r^ 
gards with a keen, hungiy looky the children he passes on 
thestreets. 
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But Uus does not ooncem our governor. The articles 
his boder Iniys in the marketyoost him considerably more 
than thejr woold in London; but no labourer is expected 
to five IHdb a gentleman. Indeed| the state of sode^ 
here is now snch as to produce that extraordinary condi- 
tion of the lower dasses, and it is just what we sufier 
from; but the inference from the governor's observation isy 
that he cannot get hoi, at a lower rate. Let us see how 
the case stands. The fi)od which the N^ro enjoys more 
than any other in his natural state, is the fruit of the musa 
or plantain tree^ with some seasoningi such as salt fish or 
poci^ with pepper, &c The allowance fixed under the 
suctioa of the protector of slaves in fixrmer times, and 
confirmed by the privy council, was, per week, three 
pounds of sdt fish (cod), or fi>ur pounds of herrings or 
mackerel, and two bunches of plantains, wdghing, at 
least, ihirty-fivo pounds each, fixr fiill-grown people, or 
rather finr all who were above twelve years old; and half 
those quantities fixr children under that age. Now, take 
the case of a man with a wife and three children. He 
win require for them ten and arhalf pounds of salt fish, 
and seven and a-half bunches of plantains. The price of 
fish is at this moment at about twopence per pound, and 
that of plantains at one shilling and sixpence per bunch; 
the aggr^ate cost of a wedc's food will therefore be 
thirteen shillings. The wages of the two, for only twelve 
tasks ft-week, will amount, at one shilling and eightpence 
each, to twenty shillings. But this cannot be accounted 
more than half of the benefit the labourer derives finom 
his connection with the proprietor. He has a cottage 
worth four dollars, or sixteen shillings, a-month (four shil- 
lings »-week), and as much garden ground as he chooses. 
The latter advantage, in hdj renders the expense of plan- 
tains unnecessary, for he can raise either them, or ground 
provisioiis^ perfectly sufficient fiir his femily, by a few 
mmtaf vrofk on each day. It is quite true that if the 
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Negro most drink Madeira and diampaign^ and eat of the 
moat delicate viandB, this pajr will not suffice; but any 
one may see, bjr the above calcolationi that he can affixd 
a great many things which the poor, shivering haid- 
worked peasant of Europe knows only by name. Yet 
the worst of this saperflui^ is the eflbct it has on the 
morals of the people. 

Those who, in accordance with what I have just said^ 
are disposed to judge the Afiricans by a European stand- 
ard, would do welly in thinking on thmr present state, to 
fan<7 the case of so many schooUboySi with more podcet- 
money than they can dispoae of without injuxy to them* 
selves. This is an evil that all parents and guardians are 
anxious to avoid, by limiting the amount to the lowest 
sum compatible with the due suppty of those articles 
which are necessaiy to the healthy, moral, and physical 
enjoyment of the youths. 

But he has stiU other advantages. On many estates, 
the same privileges are continued which the slaves enjoyed; 
a medical man being provided finr them, and nurses in sick- 
ness; a certain allowance of rum had been daOy given to 
each, until the legislature very properly put an end to it 
lately, by imposing a tax on the ccmsumption of the article 
within the Colony, and limiting the sale to houses licensed 
for the purpose; a salutary measure, as a check on 
drunkenness, and a principal source of revenue, legiti- 
mately derived, to the Colony. It has been alleged 
that tfie taxes press severely on the labouring population; 
but, I presume, no person who is unprgudiced, will say 
that two shillings per gallon on rum is a high impost, 
especially when the object of its impo6iti<m is the benefit 
of the Negroes themselves. They still get the liquor at 
a rate too low to prevent them fixnn drinking more than 
is good for them. It has been called by some of the offi- 
dal people^ the poor man's beer of this province, and they 
urged that as an objection to the tax, but the eflbctof the 
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two on mankind is rery different It is a strange argn- 
ment to bring fbrward, as it suggests immediatelj the 
borthens npon what is bona /ide the poor man's beer in 
England, and who has nothing to spare from his wages 
wherewith to pay for it. The price at the licensed liquor 
store is only one shilling per bottle, duty included, of 
proof spirit Allowing grog to be oneof their necessaries, 
there is just another upon which a tax is paid, which 
is salt fish, and it amounts to about one fiurthing per 
pound, being comprehended in the twopence mentioned 
as the price of it A man thus pays on fish three shillings 
and threepence per annum more than he would if it was 
untaxed. There is also a slight duty on the requirite 
articles of clothing, (two and a-half per cent, ad valareniy) 
which, in our climate, are few for labouring people. On 
gay and fine garments, it is just, if they can buy them, 
that they should pay a corresponding rate. In shorty 
with the adrantage of better wages for four hours' work 
than Englishmen get for twelve, they have their food at a 
cheaper rate, and pay no taxes except what we have speci- 
fied on necessaries, while the Englishman pays duty on his 
malt, sugar, tea, coffee, chocolate — the two first, and one of 
the three last of which are considered by him as indispensar 
ble, and which, excepting malt (or rum), the Negro gets 
fiee of any burthen whatever. They are too lightly 
taxed, when we consider that the public expenditure 
has been so enormously increased by the operation of 
the Emancipation Act in their favour, for hospitals, po- 
lice, jails, and penal settlements, together with teachers, 
dei^^rmen, paid magistrates, and a host of other of- 
ficers, who were all either created expressly for their 
behoof, or rendered essential by the measures adopted for 
their benefit; and when reference is made to the value 
of labour,as contrasted with the cost of the articles required 
by the labourers. But the xmhappy planters do not wish 
to curtail their enjoyments, if the mother country shall 
oontiniie to think them innocent; they only wish to have 
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such prices fbr their producey as will enable them to sup- 
port the expense of coltivation, and give them where- 
withal to provide food and clothing for their own families. 

The crop of last year has, in accordance with I^Ir. 
Brown's predictions, fidlen considerablj behind that of 
1840) having been only 155 hds^ with 13,000 gallons 
of ram, and the expenses being increased, the loss on the 
year has been about £1,500. Some of my neighbours 
have been more unfortunate, the largest amount sunk 
in the district, in one estate, being £5,000 : an enor- 
mous sum, and a loss truly startling^ when we consider 
that it may be of frequent occurrence, so long as the culti« 
vation is kept up. 

Wellingham has had a better return, which, with the 
profits of 1840, has put his mortgagee into good humour, 
and the whole family, including the jroung wife, seem to 
be in excellent spirits. Ridley, however, has fidlen back 
a little, though not to the same extent as I have suffered* 
He Hterally puts his shoulder to the wheel; and now 
that I know him better, I con perceive that he is labour- 
ing under great anxiety, which he masks under a hear^, 
bluff manner. He is one of those who direct their atten- 
tion cliiefiy to the quality of the work performed, and to 
the enforcement of the strictest economy in the routine 
of the estate; and he finds it necessary, in order to satisfy 
himself that his views are properly carried out, to be in 
the field while the gangs are there, because he has found 
that the overseers are useless in keeping the labourers to 
the honest and fiuthful discharge of their dn^, their 
authority, conmiands, and remonstrances being alike dia- 
regarded. As manager of his own property, he finds 
that he has infinitely more weight with the people than 
another person would have who was not at the same time 
proprietor. 

Negroes have a sort of hereditary respect for the lofds 
of the soil; and, while they would openly deride an over- 
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fleer, and quietly offer a passive resistance to the directions 
of a manager who did not suit their tastes, they would 
yield obedience readily, so far as they will do so now, to 
the dictates of the plantation massa« But while they act 
thus, they are by no means insensible to the absurdity of 
any solecism in plantership, which an inexperienced 
proprietor would be guil^ of; and it is a angular fiict 
that, although they will ruin an estate by the careless 
performance of their tasks from day to day, they do not 
like to woric under an unskilful planter. On an estate 
near this is a young manager, preferred to the charge on 
account of his relationship to the proprietor, whose 
acti(ms have lately been severely criticised by his neigh- 
bours. About a fortnight ago, some twenty or twenty-five 
men, with their shovek on shoulder, came to me, in 
absence of Mr. Brown, to offer themselves for hire. I en- 
tered into conversation with them in the usual way, 
asked their terms, and so forth, and, finally, whence they 
came. I learned that they were from the plantation I 
have just alluded to^ and I then said that although will- 
ing to take all the good hands who offered themselves, I 
did not like to deprive a near neighbour of his ablest 
shovelmen. ^'Why do you leave him?" There was a 
dead silence for half a minute; and, no older man inclin- 
ing to speak, a little bustling youngster of about twenty 
came forward — ^^'Massa,** said he, ^no use for tell lie, tha* 
nyung (young) mangea no ha' sense, he da play h — 1 
yander." Then they all opened like a pack o£ hounds. 
<<He mad.'' ^Ke let in salt water for kill cane*" <<He 
boil sugar borrout (without) lime," were the phrases, 
among twenty others, most distinctly heard. ^But," 
said If ^if you do the work well in the field, what is it to 
you if he sp<nls the cultivation ? you have nothing to do 
with that." ^Massa," said the same youth, ^we no want 
estate to hab eraeUrt'* ^Indeed," was my reply; ^I 
shonU think it is what you care very little about; it is 
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notorknis that all of yoa now do the plantation work veiy 
badly; if you wish your own to have a good diancter, 
why don't you do it as well as in theold time?** ^O dat 
is oder ting." ^Why?** He would not answer, but I 
could do it for him. Individuallyi they like to indnlgB 
their indolence by doing their tasks in the easiest, and, 
consequently, the worst manner; but they are all piDiid, 
and each would like to see his comrade doing the woric 
properly, although he will not, because he wishes, in 
speaking to a friend on a neighbouring estate, to be able 
to crow over him, and to tell that his cultivatioQ looks 
better, and his crops are larger than those of his nei|^ 
hour. It has often struck me that the Nq^ is the 
proudest of mankind, and the most sensitive in regard to 
aggression on his self-esteem. 

It may be imagined that this feeling m^t be turned 
to good account, by proper management on the part of 
the resident proprietors. It has been found, however, by 
Ridley, and I suppose all the rest who are in immediate 
charge of their own estates, that they can only control 
the disposition, so sis to make it advantageous, when thej 
are in the field and literally standing over the labonrera, 
which is absolutely impossible at all times, because there 
are always two gangs on every plantation, and frequently 
three or four; but if there was no more than one, an in- 
dividual would find it almost impracticable to watch every 
turn of the hoe or shovel made by thirty or forty pec^ile 
at a time. The overseers on those estates where they 
are least attended to by the Negroes, can do no more than 
make a memorandum in the morning of the position oc- 
cupied in the field by each person, and, in the aftemooii, 
he is enabled by it to take down the manner in which the 
labour of each has been perfenned, and the amount of iL 
If the manager believes, firom what he knowsof his people^ 
that the bad work may be made better, he directs those 
who are reported as malperfonners, to go over it again 
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iajy otherwise wages will be stopped. From what 

^heady been said, it will be understood that the fte- 

t repetition of this order will go fiir to depopulate an 







is tma^ that if the planters coold be nnanimonsi and 
sej an possessed the requisite firmness to hold out 
^ientlj hm^ this evil might be amended; but when 
^ODsiden the state of trembling anxiety in which men 
"^rhose ifleans of ezistenoe are at stake, and alsoy the 
which a sbg^e person of weaker nerves than the 
would produce among people so constitutedi by 
from the line which they had all agreed to fol- 
one win not be surprised that the planters cannot 
tarn a discipline of the nature required. I fear, in 
present attempt to lower wages, we shall experience 
impossibility of adhering to our own rules; it is 
whispered that some planten, alarmed by the 
s jHPoceedings, have postponed the introduction 
reduced rate on their estates, 
am interrupted by my friend Wellingham. He tells 
that last man brought him a letter from the house 
hdds his mortgage, couched in the most friendly 
and intimating that so long as his crops continue 
^)e as good as the last, they will be as indulgent as they 
ly can; and ^Charles,** continued he, ^'is quite 
guine as to our ftiture returns.^ '<I do not doubt it," 
^^{died I; ^Charles is generally so. But pray, what do 
^^ur merchants say to the expenses of last year?" 
^lYhy," said he, with a sigh, "they do say that they 
>ere very great; but they have hopes of, in fact, they 
inculcate feicibly, the necessity for retrenchment." "Of 
oonrse; but can they tell you how it is to be done? any 
abatement hinted at in fights and commissions?" "Nay; 
that we can hardly expect during such times; besides, it 
would only be a drop out of the bucket" " But by those 
dfopa the bucket is filled." ^Unless we can reduce 
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wages, an other reductions will not aTail ns." ^Tme; 
but if the merchants do not relax a little in their demandsi 
how can we expect the labourers to give in to our 
schemes; if mortgagees claim their bond| withovt re- 
ference to the difficolties of mcNrtgagers, it is with a bad 
grace that those same personS| as planters, insist oo a 
redaction of wages." ^I believe people generallj think 
that it is in vain to continue the growth and manufectnre 
of sugar in the present state of the labour market, even 
if all other expenses were brought down to one half of 
their current amount." ^'Indeed, it is doubtful if that 
would turn the balance in their &vour ; still, on principle, 
eveiything that lessens cost must be tried. There is 
much privation endured by many proprietcnrs in order to 
carry out their plans of economy. I heard yesterday of 
one who had been accustomed to keep a carriage and pair, 
and who sold them lately, and has nothing but an im- 
proved sort of canoe to travel in now, whfle his wife most 
stay at home, or go to town, or anywhere else she may 
wish to go to, in the schooner of the estate." ^I praj 
God," said Wellingham, mournfully, ^that the mere loss 
of comforts may be all that the bulk of our body may 
have to endure; but if we are not borne out in our hopes 
of better times, those hopes that we must entertain, or 
embrace destitution at once, what is to become of us 
aU?" 

^^ You are aware," said I, ^^that I have had this ever 
present to mind since the year 1838; 'and I am now so 
sensible of the danger we are in, that I have resolved 
while I can yet do so with honour, to settle the few thou- 
sand pounds that remain in my banker's hands on mj 
wife and children, leaving still a considerable sum with 
my merchants to give the estate a feir chance of better 
times, by canying it out, if we are doomed to get out of 
our present precarious position.** ^Ahl Premianiy* 
replied my friend, with a look of deep despondeney. 
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^when one in my situation beholds one in jowfBj and 
one who^ besides, is both prudent and energetic^ thus 
seeing nothing but disaster in prospect, what niaj I not 
expect?" "Forpve me, WeUhigham," said I, **we are 
brothers, and like brothers we should speak openly to 
each other; yet pardon me if I speak plainly to you. I 
fear that Charles is, even now, indulging in his naturally 
sanguine and hopeful disposition, to an extent fiir beyond 
what present appearances warrant; and although I say 
it not, I may believe that this state of feeling will aflbct 
his mode of management In short, Wellingham, I fear 
Charles may imagine that in raising large crops, he is 
doing everything, so long as the mortgagee is satisfied." 
^But, my dear firiend," was his answer, ^^is not that a 
great deal? The planters, as a body, are straining evexy 
nerve to keep up their estates, even at a great loss, until 
the coming of a brighter day; the mortgagee is a sort of 
embodiment of the existing evils, for they bring him pn^ 
minently forward, who^ but for them, would be in tlie 
background." ^^What you say is perfectly correct; at 
the same time, you must allow that the mortgagee will 
consider it to be unbusinesslike to continue this state of 
affairs long, and you know he is a planter as well as 
yourself and will readily perceive at what cost you are 
consigning so much sugar to his friends in England." 
He was deeply distressed. ^^My dear Premium, what 
shall I say? Ghod knows all this and more has occurred to 
me ofien." ^I know it; I know you to be thoughtful 
and considerative, but I perceive also^ that you are driven 
faj despuir to drown reflection, and to put off the evil day 
faj any means in your power. This is the first time I 
have spdcen to you in such a manner; take it as a proof 
of vaj esteem, and believe me when I say, that I would 
not have done it had I not been sure that jovl would de- 
rive benefit fimn it." ^But how, my friend?" cried he 
wildly; ^I think, as God shall judge me^ that I shall have 
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no time &om my merchants if the crops fiill ofF.** ''Do 
yon think, if a certain portion of the mortgage was paid| 
that the holders of it would give you any considerable 
time 7^ '^I know they would; for twelve thousand ddlars 
they would not ask me a question about it for two years — 
these were their own words.** '^Thenlshallgiveittoyaui*' 
said I quietly. Poor Wellingham stared at me as if he 
did not understand what I said, while his face became 
pale, and his whole frame was shaken by a viable tremor. 
'^What did you say, Premium?** ^I said, my dear 
Wellingham, that I would stretch out a hand to assist in 
dragging you out of the mire," replied I, with a smile, 
''on condition that your manager shall not practise any 
expensive means to force large crops hereafter.** 

He grasped my hand, shook it warmly, then turned 
round and left me abruptly. "Strange,** thought I, 
"that a man of such well-known benevolence should be 
surprised by a good action from another.** 

But Wellingham speedily returned, and in the warmth 
of his gratitude, poured out his whole soul to me. It was 
a painftd picture he placed before my eyes by his vivid 
representaUous of tlic horrors (arising from importunate 
creditors, and want of money for any purpose) constantly 
present to him, and operating on a disposition remarkably 
sensitive and deeply tlioughtfiil. He went away an 
altered man, and left me musing on the many hundred 
scenes of misery and woe, such as he had described, then 
occurring in the British Colonies. "Alas I** thought I, 
"what have the great ones of the earth to answer fori 
and what an inconsistent thing is the wisdom of man I 
one day, enacting a law to make the stealing of a hand- 
kerchief punishable by death; another day, consigning 
thousands to want, to starvation, by depriving them of 
their property, also by act of parliamentr 

I had soon to hold a very confidential convers a tion 
with the mnif as well as the father, who^ hurried on bj 
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his impetnooa dispositioiii arrived in about an hovLtj ao- 
oompanied hj his wife. The latter, after Charles had 
expressed, with his usual warmth, all he felt and all he 
hoped from mj firiendlj efforts in their favour, began to 
speak in a manner which surprised me. She had always 
been disposed to look beyond the surface of things more 
than women usually do; and I perceived now that since 
she had linked her fate with that of a deeply-involved 
planter, she had devoted herself to the study of the 
plantei^s business, and of what is called the West Indian 
question generally, with the view of guiding and assisting 
her husband in his arduous pursuits, rightly judging that 
the influence she possessed over him, might be exerted to 
keep in check that impatience and thoughtlessness which 
formed the only blemish on his otherwise excellent 
character. 

^My dear father,^ said she, after Charles had opened 
his mind fully and frankly, and with tears in her qres, 
^yon are always thinking more of others than yourself; 
and I know it was the apprehended diminution of my 
mother^s enjoyments which brought you out here; but I 
wish to point out to you that you may cany your anxiety 
on that head too far, which you will unquestionably do^ 
if you incur the risk of losing health, as well as proper^, 
in the severe struggle wo are all engaged in." 

^I have judged deliberately," replied I; '^but I am aware 
the world will say exactly what you hint at, and probably 
ascribe to me, besides, the weakness of avarice or ambi- 
tion." <*Theu could you not go with mamma and Jane, 
settle yourselves in our dear old home, and leave George 
to represent you here?" '^And do you, my girl, desire 
this?" ^God knows it would cost me many a. severe 
pang; but when I reflect on the advantages you would 
all derive from it, I am not so selfish as to desire to keep 
JOQ here." ^ Yoo have thought over our case^ and you 
belieTe I can do no good by remaining" ^Like all 
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others vrith whom I have oonyened, exoqydng the orer- 
sanguine (glancing at her hiisband)^ I do not ahandop 
hope; yet I have little confidence in the justice of the 
mother coantiyy which alone can save us." ''Yoa 
haye nearly expressed my feelings and opiniona. I ooih 
tinue to hope^ almost against my deliberate judgment; if 
the calamity implied by the total lelinqaishment of Iiope 
was less dreadfol, I imagine we would not ding to it so 
pertinaciously; but we are now like men on a wreck — to 
give up all, even the most remote expectation of being 
saved, is to let go our hold and embrace destmctioa ; 
therefore we grasp it to the last. It is true that by re- 
tiring now, I might live in England, but not in our 
former abode, my love; that we must give up all ri^t to 
soon, and it would be in avery humble manner, ocnnpan^ 
tively, that we could now reside there. In shcnrt, the change 
would be so great, and would so affect your mother, that, 
actuated also by tlie same feelings as my unfortunate 
feUow-sufferers, I dare not attempt it. Thq^ have more 
comforts in the meantime, and let the wont come that we 
apprehend, they shall not be in want.** 

''But, my dear sir,** said Charles, ''jrou might sell the 
Fortune, and realize something considerable in addition 
to jTOur funds in England.** ''Well, Charles, you have 
stated another difficulty which I find it extremely hard 
to overcome. TMs estate was valued in 1832, by sworn 
appraisers, at £105,000. I got £25,000 of compensation; 
how much of the balance could I obtain by a sale?* 
"Why, perhaps £20,000." "Perhaps £20,0001 more 
likely £10,000, instead of £80,000. Here again the fiunt 
hope that remains occurs to me, and whispers— -'I>(m*t be 
so foolish as make the sacrifice, it would be monstrooa;* 
and really, as I said before, althou^ calm reflectioa 
pcnnts it out to me as the safest course, I cannot faring 
myself to adopt it." 

But if the fomOy be ruined," said Oraoe^ "and — ^ 

p 
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^That cannot be^ dear, fixr I am gmng to adopt measures 

immediately to secure mj fiunOj in something—*^ ** But, 

deaxest fishery" said she earnesdyi ^recollect that it 

^woold not save you from the operation of the law if 

joa were mined.'* ^Nay, my girl, let it take its course; 

I am no bankrupt now, but a rich man, therefore any 

measures I take to secure my iamfly against the schemes 

of a reddess govemmerity are not only justifiable, but 

perfectly honourable.'' ^^But," faltered she, ^'a jaill'' 

^The bankrupt laws will sare me firom that. Now, my 

children^ yon are thinking more of me than yourselTes." 

^And so we ought," cried Charles, warmly. ^Well, 

^wen,** eried I, cheerfully, ^I hope, as I said, I still hope 

lor better times; so do not let us make ourselves wretched 

while there is yet no cause." 

Ist July, 1842. 

The strike among the labourers continued till the end 
of Mareh, when, dispirited and worn out by the opposition 
they met with firom their people, countenanced, if not 
wilfully, at least effectually, by the executive, the planters 
gave way, and one aficr another resumed their labourers 
at the old rate of wages. When one remembers the 
destructive effect of time on tropical cultivation untended 
by the hand of man, the dreadful anxiety with which a 
l^anter beholds his cane fields, week after week, assuming 
motQ and more the appearance of so many patches of 
ground in a state of nature, will be at once understood. 
If the weeds get fairly above the canes and destroy them, 
which they must do if the latter are unweeded for some 
months, the loss of one crop at least will ensue, and, at 
the same time, the planter must be subjected to a great 
outlay in replanting the several fields; and how, in such 
times, could the impoverished sufierers accomplish this, 
most of them with capital and credit already exhausted? 
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I have never in England seen 80 mnch eneigjr db- ^ 
played in bearing up against aevere distress, or such ^ 
indefatigable ingenuity and industry in meeting difficul- 
ties as diey occur. It is wonderful how they do not sink 
under thdr intolerable burthens; but faith, and hope 
based on it, keep them up. Their fiuth (I speak of the 
mass of proprietors here and in the mother conntiy), is 
yet unshaken, and they expect good out of the evidence 
given before the Distress Committee of the House of Com- 
mons, although they perceive that the anti-col(Hiial fiurtion 
are openly deriding it, and declaring it to be monstroosty 
over-charged. And such is the prevailing ignorance in 
England of what is going on in the colonies, that tbej 
will succeed in nullifying all that has been said. In this 
province there are two hundred and twenty sugar estates; 
of these, it is not expeciiGi that more than twenty wiU 
this year make any dear revenue. They are^ in point 
of soil, superior to the rest. In fact, for the same ex- 
pense of labour, they wiU give twice as much sugar as 
many of tlic remaining two hundred, and a omsideraUj 
larger proportion than all of them. Those fertile plan- 
tations, also, are generally the largest, which natmraUy 
arises out of the good quality of the soil, that having been 
the inducement to proprietors to purchase more slaves 
and extend cultivation, '.rhe expenses are always oompara> 
tivcly less on large than small estates, fiir obvious reasons. 
The wear and tear of buildings are less in proportioii 
than on smaller properties; so are the salaries to Whites^ 
also, and several other items of expenditure. The large 
plantations on the coast, therefore, with their rich land, are 
those which are successful in the strugg^ with advefse 
times. 

The governor was openly charged in court, by Mr. 
Briar, with thwarting the constitutional endeavours of the 
planters to save themselves from ruin; and his exoeOencyy 
getting angry, said to his clever government secretary, 
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that the Honble. member was personal ; but the other 
Teiy sagelj shook his head, thereby recommending quiet- 
ness. There is not a planter, in the Colony who would 
refuse to back Mr. Briar in his assertion, in so fiir, at 
least, as information obtained from the people interested 
would warrant them in doing so, for the N^roes did not 
hesitate to say that the governor supported them in re- 
sisting the measures of the proprietors. 

The mortally having been vexy great during the last 
twelve months among the Portuguese, the Court of 
Poliqr has, with as much wisdom as humanity, stopped 
the bounty on the importation of people from Madeira. 
This, of course, puts an end to the hopes of the planters, 
at present, from that quarter. Indeed, many have arrived 
at the conclusion, which, in fact, forced itself on them, 
that those people are unsuited to the labours of the field, 
both frxmi constitution and habit. But some other 
oountiy must be found where the sugar-growers can look 
Sir labourers to supply the existing deficiency. Their 
enemies have succeeded in closing almost evexy place 
against them. The conduct of the anti-colonial confed- 
eracy in regard to immigration, throws the most violent 
proceeding of any other party into the shade. It avows, 
as strongly as the plainest language can do, that they are 
actuated by hostility to the planters, not by any interest 
they feel in the Negroes of the West Indies. If the lat- 
ter was their motive, would they favour, as it is known 
they do^ the Liverpool people in their efibrts to introduce 
slave-grown sugar? And again, if they keep out immi* 
grants firom our colonies, do they not indirectly injure the 
Negroes they pretend to protect, by bringing on a state 
of afiairs which will render the introduction of sugar from 
Cuba and Brazil indispensable. 

In shorty everything shows that the destruction of our 
oolooies is the object at which they aim, because, this 
being e&cted, they imagme they will haw unrestricted 



interooune with fixreign ooimtriesy and an immenaelj in- 
creaaed demand fiir maim&ctored goods. PoUqr^ aiiort* 
sighted as wickedl It is grasping the shadow, and 
dropping the substance. By the time the ookxniea are 
mined, the manufacturers of fordgn nations will stand 
prominently forward in competition with those of Britain; 
they will drive them out of the continental mazfcets by 
the advantage they derive from cheaper labour, and the 
men of Manchester will then find that, in destroying us^ 
they have lopped off a limb firom their own body. Shut 
out by other nations, the colonial market lost, and the 
demand at home greatly diminished by the eflfisct of their 
suicidal policy, they will begin to feel the evils they have 
brought on others. 

An incident occurred a few days ago^ that gave us all 
some amusement. We were just sitting down to break- 
fiist with a preacher of the Missionary Society, who had 
stepped in after visiting someof my people^ when George 
arriving as usual, fi^om the field, informed us^ with a 
grave, anxious face, that ^^Toby was in a troDchy and 
had been there all night." ^Dear me,** cried my wife; 
**poor thing; I am so sorryl" "Poor, poor, Tobyl** said 
Jane. "Have they taken him out?" I enquired. "They 
are about it now. He is very much exhausted, and I 
think must die. They are trying to get some warm por- 
ter down his throat" After a few more observations of a 
similar sort, Toby was forgotten ; and, in due time^ the 
minister departed. I shall relate, just as it occurred, a 
conversation which I had two days after, with the stipen- 
diaiy magistrate of the district. "Pray," asked he^ "did 
an acudent occur at Fortune the other day?" "No; 
not at Fortune." "I was told a man had been drowned 
in a trench." "No such thing happened there^ I asniie 
you." He looked much surprised, and proceeded to teD 
me that the missionary in question had infenned hio^ 
saying at the same time^ that as the fiunily seamed to 
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treat the matter with great indifference^ it was probable 
thej would not think it necessary to hold an inquest. 
The truth flashed on me at once. ^'Inquestl** cried I, 
^inquest on an oxi But, my dear sir, Toby is not dead; 
this worthy, humane preacher was no sooner gone, than 
the whole fiimily were round the patient, and they suo- 
ceeded in restoring him." I lauded heartily; but the 
magistrate shook his head. I knew what he meant to 
signify by the motion; but being determined to incur the 
censure of no man willingly, and to walk the path of life 
without jostling any one, even a political teacher of the 
Word, I would not speak any longer on the subject 

This Toby is an old ox, nearly blind, that has been on 
the estate for twen^ years, and is an object of care and 
attention with us aD. He comes every day to the kitchen 
door for an allowance of plantains, and while there, is 
caressed by all who see him, even the Negroes. He is 
the only animal I ever saw them fond of, excepting their 
dogs, and they have a high opinion of his sagad^, which 
th^ declare by saying, ^^Toby no stan' like cow, Toby 
people." By which they mean, that he is more like a 
man than a cow. 

We had last week a marooning party into the bush b^ 
hind my cane-fields, consisting of the Wellinghams and 
Sidleys, with two other fiunilies, besides ourselves. It 
was to be a hunting party, the ladies merely being on the 
groundi and under shade, to witness what part of the 
sport chance might throw in the way, and to assist at the 
luncheon afterwards. They had been provided with rods, 
however, and a couple of boys to bait their hooks, if they 
diould choose the amusement of angling, the trenches 
being all foil of fish. Indeed, the country is remarkably 
prolific in that article, for if a pond be dug anywhere, and 
filled bj water firom the douds, it will, ere many weeks 
pasi^ be aUve with fisL Mustering immediatdy after 
cofiiM^ we reached our destinatioD in carriages, the roads 
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and bridges finedy admittiDg that aooommodatioiii about 7 
o'clock A^f . ; and the ladies being lodged under the 
umbrageous fbUage of a large tree, near a canal, the 
ground around which had been preriously cleared of all 
rubbish and long grass, and furnished with tables, chairs, 
and eveiything. that could be required, we set about the 
business of the day. On such occasions, dogs of all 
from the fox-hound and harrier to the small Indian 
like animal, which generallj, maugre its appearance, has 
a good nose, are brought into use. It will be understood 
that although the word hunting is used generally to de- 
scribe the sport as practised here, it is more properly 
shooting. Yagers go with the dogs into the places that 
are to be searched for game (abandoned fields, which had 
been once in cultivation, are usually selected), while the 
sportsmen, with their guns, are stationed at the difiersnt 
^^coigns of vantage" on the outside; and when a dog gtvea 
tongue, being on the alert, they follow in the diree- 
tion of the sound, the beast, whatever it may be, always 
going straight away firom the pursuers, and it often hap- 
pens that it comes within shot of two or more of the 
party, who have approached the place which the baying 
of the dogs indicate as that most likely to be chosen by 
' the animal to issue firom. 

Many minutes had not elapsed, after the dogs were laid 
on, when the deep-toned voice of an English foxhound 
reminded me of scenes in another land; but presently, a 
noise arose that would have bonified the antique lovers 
of the chase, being a compound of the most villanous 
sounds that ever ofiended ear; the baying of a noUe 
hound, blending with the yelp of terriers, the uai of hal& 
howl half4>ark of the Indian dogs, and a regular bow-wow 
ficom various curs of low degree. Thedamouriq^qproached 
my quarter, and Ridley, who was nearest, moving rapidly 
towMxb me, seemed to believe that the game, whatever it 
was (for there is no possibili^ of seeing it until it reaches 
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tlie detred groundy the shrubs and high grass being so 
dense), wooU break covert near me. I stood still with 
mj piece codradi untfl a gallant red doer bounded on to 
the dam, and without pausing a moment, sprang across 
it. He was no sooner out of the line of Ridley and my- 
self ftr he was between us, than we both fired; and, 
springing first into the air, the animal fell down dead* 
A shout of triumph announced our success. 

In the course of a few hours, we had four acouries 
(tbej look like a cross between the hare and rabbit), two 
labbas^ and the deer. There was another deer put up, 
whidi Charles and George followed in the direction of the 
rirer, after having fired at it, for this animal always takes 
to water when it is hard pressed. The young men, fol- 
lowing dose on the dogs, came to the water edge just in 
time to see it neariy half across; nevertheless, having 
some hands with them as eager as themselves, they jumped 
into a battean they found not far ofi^, and continued the 
diase. There is much excitement, and some little danger, 
in a water-hunt after deer. The creature swims rapidly, 
and turns sharply round to evade its pursuers, throwing 
them out finequently to a great distance. Negroes gene« 
rally have spears, made of bayonets or cutlasses, fastened 
to the ends of long poles, on those excursions, which, when 
the animal takes die water, are very useful, for they launch 
them with great efiect, although, in the excitement of tlie 
moment, the thrower is very apt to capsize the unstable, 
keeUess batteau«-an occurrence by no means uncom- 
mon. They do not like to take guns in such a chase, 
probably being afraid that accidents may arise from the 
hoiry and eagerness of the party. The sportsmen, in 
this mstance, were doomed to be disappointed; for the 
deer, bring a powerful and a wily one, turned immediately 
on seeing the pursuers, and made for the land, which, 
after two or three dodges, he succeeded in reaching; and 
wheie^ afier deliberatdy shaking himself, and giving his 
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head a to0i| he cantered off kisiu^ as one who kneir hit 
position. The dogs ftOowed on the aoanty bat he eacaped 

them* 

We were meny that day under die greenwood tree. 
The cares of the world were tat a while for go tt en, the 
y/rordB ^sngar'' and ^labonr'' being as strict^ prohibited 
as if a three-guinea dn^ had been imposed on them. 
The young men pelted each other with oranges^ until 
they began to feel they were rather too hard; and the 
old oneS| meantime, stuck fitft to the weU-oooIed Madeira, 
my wife and the other dames looking on, and joining in 
the joke and laugh with the rest, until Bidley, who is a 
powerfid whistler, struck up a scnrt of imitation quadriD^ 
that set the young ones to dancing. Such pio-nics are 
highly relished here. The extraordinary influence of a 
bright dkjy contrasted with the deep green of the tree 
leaves, and reflected firom beautiful flowers, which hang 
in gigantic festoons firom parasites on the loftiest branchei^ 
together with the splendid plumage of the birds, twitter- 
ing gafly fiN>m spray to spray, tending to hdghten the 
'enjoyment of every one. My fUend Bidley, being an 
ezccdlent marooner, promoted the mirth of the party in a 
thousand ways, and always when the hilarity began to 
flag^ started something new. Observing that Greorge was 
less vivacious than the rest, he Bliq;>ped him on the shoulder, 
and uplifting his voice, burst into song. 

We had a hear^ laugh at his extemporaneous produo- 
tions, and I remarked to Mrs. Ridley that her husband 
was coming out in a new character, that of song-maker. 
^There ain't nothing,** said that lady, '^that he ain't up 
to^ if you only try him. Why, the other day he played 
on the banjar like any African Negro; and when he was 
some years younger, before the bad times, he could dance 
all their dances.** ^Qhl for shame, my dearl don't ex- 
pose your husband.** ^Ain*t it true?** enquired she^ 
with great gravi^, for that good person never lauj^ and 

Q 
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s^donn nnilesi not because she is sad or morose, bat simply 
she eiyoys anything without thinking it either 
or proper to make the fiu^ visible. I should 
lia;ve mentioned before that, besides our neighbours, we 
bad Mr. Brown the manager at this party; and the fore- 
SMOy bdng a great hunter, was also permitted to find a 
aobstitole for the day, and to assist in the sport. He and 
the rest of the sable qportsmen were regaling themselves 
a litde Mfni bom the buckras, and I could perceive they 
were nnidi amused by Mr. Ridley's remarics, especially 
when the banjar came to be spoken about, and his general 
prowess as a mimic of the TSeffoes. There was a sort of 
w hb pcr in g among them, and then David rose and came 
ftrwaid, lauf^iing heartily, with a banjar in his hand, 
wfaidi he presented, without saying a word, to the ^^Mount 
umauu^ We all saw that his skill on that instrument — 
not quite so well known to ears polite, as the fiddle of 
Paganini — ^was fully appreciated among those who loved 
it best; and no White person can enjoy a burlesque or 
caricature of the Blacks with more zest than the latter 
themsdves, if it is a White who is the performer. He 
acquitted himself on this occasion so much to the delight 
of the Negroes, that they actually rolled on the ground 
in the ecstaqr of their laughter. His production was a 
sort of song^ quite in their style, detailing the adventures 
and mishaps <^ two lovers who were both ^'fooled" by a 
coquettish damsd, the whole being narrated in their 
dialect. 

Ut OCTOBEB, 1842. 

EvEMTB are progressing in regular succession since the 
torn of last year. Proper^ is evidently feeling the 
change in public opinioo, if we may judge from the sales; 
but certainly it is not yet veiy decided. It is a blessing 
wfaidi I think the climate confers on the inhabitants of 
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the tropic8| that hope b ever entertained hy them em 
under the most grievous misfortune. But for it, men 
could not exist under the accumulated evils that aie 
heaped on them in the colonies; wheie, over and abate 
the ills that flesh is heir to in all parts of the world, thej 
have to enduxe a torture similar to that su£fered faj the 
mouse in the paws of the cat, the object <^ both powen 
apparently being to try how much the victim can bear 
before it sinks. The simile cannot be carried out, indeed, 
because we are not yet destroyed, as the mouse generally 
is, by a e(ng9 de graee. But the sad foot is present to 
the mind of every colonist, that his adopted oonntij is 
only considered by the dominant party of the state, in the 
light of a somethmg to be used in promoting the interests 
of the mother country, when that is possible. And when 
the unhappy Colony humbly represents how the parent 
can assist the child, and begs that it may be done^ its wf^ 
plication is regarded as a sauqr piece of impudence, and 
the reply is — ^^'It will be injurious to the interests of Eng- 
land." The Colony rejoins — ^^^But it will save us from 
ruin;" and the answer again is, probably — ^^It will raise 
the price of one commodity half a-fiurthing per pound," 
accompanied by a stare at our presumption, as much as 
to say — ^^ What is your ruin to us? are we, each <^us, to 
pay sixpence a year to save you finom it? What though 
we settled you under those privileges and immunities? 
Pshaw I we know better now; we repudiate thenu* 
When the Yanldes raise their tariff against the men of 
Manchester, the ay is still— ^Cut them off fieom the 
West India trade, and that will bring them to their 
senses." The question is not deemed worthy of ccmsidei^ 
ation, whether die inhabitants <^ the West Indies would 
not be ruined by such measures, althouf^ that, in all 
probability, would ensue. 

In fiict, neither the people of Britain generally, nor 
their representatives in parliament particularly, can undes^ 
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stand the sofiisriiigs of oolonistSy becanae ichej axe not 
bron^t before them hy a feroe which most make an 
hnpression. The vi$ a tergo is tLe rule of actioHi not the 
neoessitjr of a case; and so long aa thb continues to be^ 
justice will qoail before self-interest, as she does now. 

It is the general opinion, that the Negroes are graduallj 
becoming more insolent as they feel their importance. It 
is the nsnal way in which human natore manifests itself 
mder such dreomstances ; and it would be strange in- 
deed if they did not become sensible of their consequence^ 
cajoled and flattered as they are, in order to get the 
paltry modicum <^ labour which they will condescend 
to bestow. But an instance <^ pride and insolence which 
occurred lately, will better illustrate the style of their be- 
hayiour. One day, the old man who, though innocent, had 
been twice beaten as an Obi man since my return, came 
with another, and a third complaint, of a similar attack; 
but this time^ the aggressor was a stranger who had only 
been a few days on the estate. I had him brought before 
me, and proceeded to question him in the usual manner. 
As the dialogue is extraordinary, I shall record it Terbfr- 
tim. <<Did you strike this old man ?** ^'Idid.'' ^'And 
why?'' ^It was my pleasure." ^^Then, sir, for that 
brutal act, it is my pleasure that you leave this estate 
inunediately; and you may depend on it, you shall hear 
fiom the magistrate wherever you go.'' ^My goodnessi 
is this the way to speak to a gentleman. By OadI you're 
a fine fellow tmlyl" ^I thought you were a labourer, 
not a gentleman," said I, taking off my hat, and bowing 
to the dignitary; ^but since you are such, take yourself 
off at once, here is no place for you." ^ Weill damme, 
this impudence beats codt^ghting. I is a gentleman as 
good as yon, dou^ you have a dirty plantation. I shan't 
go." He was a Barbadian, and spoke tolerable En^^ish* 
I found that the fellow underrtood the kw better than ^ 
when he positively refused to quit the place. The case 
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was represented to the ma^stnte^ and his asBauU and 
determination to stay where he was, both tried at oooe. 
He was fined for the first, but the worthy magistrate 
fi>iind he could not be tamed ofl^ as he was the guest of a 
woman who had a house on the estate; and thus was I 
fiiroed to keep a rascal who annoys the whole populationi 
his woman excepted, because the law, in its seal tor the 
black people^ did not provide finr any contingeDcy wliose 
remedy would infiringe on their right to hare the entire and 
finee use of their houses. In Britain, tenants of homsea are 
not allowed to receiTe and to haibour bad sulgects. The 
magistrate said it was a hard case, but until some months 
elapsed he could not interfere. We shall get rid of him 
in three or fi>ur, I should think; within that time he may 
be as insolent as he pleases. 

Nothing, after all, is to come of the Beport ct our 
Distress Conmuttee. Why do ministers grant those com- 
mittees, and put the country to a great ezpensej, if the 
evidence taken by them is to be disregarded? The exist- 
ence of distress, unprecedentedly severe, has been proved 
completely and clearly; yet we are to have no measure 
of relief not even a relaxation in the immigration prohi- 
bition. It is true^ the Exeter Hall Association have put 
fi^rward their opinion, that the assertions <^ honourable 
and upright gentlemen, of high standing in the com- 
munity, are to be disregarded, because their representation 
of our case is ^too high-coloured ;** that is to say, it does 
not accord with the declaration o£ John Scoble, and it 
does not suit the views of the party to admit its truthful- 
ness. It has ever thus been with the unhappy plantets. 
When a rich man is seen to roll past in his chariot, who 
has an estate among us, our considerate countrymen say 
to each other, <<Talk of West India distress, indeedl look 
at thatl** as if they had not, in their own country, tot one 
man with a carriage^ a hundred in a state of semi-starvap 
tion; as if one case was a type q£ the whok^ when, in 
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fiidy the indhridiial is most likely a man to whmn the 
plantatioa is a mere bagatelle in comparison with his 
landed wealth in England* 

We have always been judged hj the exceptional case. 
How would Jdm Boll lookif we expressed our belief that 
lie and all his fiunily were murderers to a man, because 
ereiy newspaper has an account of a murder in it? Yet 
dus would only be fiur retaliation. 

A great number of Portuguese had been imputed last 
year, buty in consequence of thdr habits, serious sickness 
bnoke out among them, which, it ia said, the medical men 
of the districts where they were located all predicted. 
Instead of Allying the necessary amount of their wages 
to the purchase of wholesome provisions, they picked up 
hod where it could be found; and, in many cases, the 
principal article of diet was the wild Tanya root, an 
edible remarkable for its pernicious efiects on the bowels. 
A great many contracted dysenteric aSections from its 
use^ and died in consequence. But the want of proper 
nourishment^ in conjunction with the hard work which 
hi^ wages excited them to^ induced a bloodless state of 
the system, revealed by pale lips and wan complexions, 
which predisposed to a low nervous fever, resembling 
tjrphus, that carried off more of them than all other dis- 
eases put together. Robertson tcUs me it was necessary 
to treat it differently from any other form of fever known 
in the colony, wine and stimulants being frequently re- 
quired almost frxim the beginning. 

Althou^ they are now pretty diffusely scattered over 
the province, I have not had any of them, being desirous 
of avoiding the painful and onerous charge of superintend- 
ing die acdimatation of such people. It is said they are 
enraged in Madeira at our legislature for withdrawing 
the bounty, they having no dread of the dimate, and be- 
ing too poor to pay Aht their passage. The same dreadftd 
diflfeolty, of course^ still continues in providing^ on each 
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morningy for the necessazy wofk of tlie day. In fiict, h 
is evidently on the increase, a state of affiurs which is the 
neoessaxj result of circiinistances. While there is scarcely 
any addition to the population, there are sereral fiesh 
causes in operation to keep the laboorers Stoat the fidd; 
the principal of these hdng the purchase o£ land fay a 
very considerable portion of them, who, in their neir posi- 
tion, will not work even so continuous^ as they hum 
hitherto done since 1838. Sereral fimiilies fiom the 
F<xtune are now located on lands bouj^t firom me. The 
whole hundred acres haTO been disposed o^ diieAy to 
people from the coast districts, but they are not yet fidily 
settled, and, consequently, are occupied with their hooses 
and grounds. We have not fimnd many of them, up to 
this time, on our field list. 

The Portuguese begin to discover that they are better 
adapted to other occupations than those ct husbandry. 
They are gradually settling into the town, in the serenl 
capacities of huckster, carter, and porter ; a few are seen 
perambulating the rural districts as pedlars. Being all 
rigid Catholics, they are interfered with in thttr leakma 
exertions to acquire riches, by the number of Sainti^ 
Days, which are strictly observed by them. I meet them 
on the road occamonally, and, if the weather is fine, fice- 
quently with guitars in their hands, which they touch as 
they move along. In pasang their little shops in town, 
one is very often assailed by the sound of this instrument, 
accompanied by the voice of the performer, which to my 
ears is fiu: from being pleasant. They sing with a sort ^ 
whine^ resembling the howl of a dog between anger 
and surprise. In speaking the same peculiarity adheres 
to their voices, and the Negroes are perfect in their 
mimicry of it. I fiiequently overhear a co nv ers a tifln car- 
ried on between two of the latter in a most eztraordinafy 
dialect of the Portuguese;, wherein the whine is faroof^ 
very prominently and successfeDy out. . . 
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Thb nme diihearteoing state 3f affiun, generally, and 
inaeaang downwaid tendency in my own case. 
Oeoige^ poor fiDowI this morning presented his annual 
xeport €Q tlie year's acooontSy with an anxious, down« 
catt looik^ as if doubting its effect upon me. The crop 
showanoimpiOTementon that of the preceding year, and 
the prices lumng been considerably lower, a laiger defi- 
ciency is the result. Crop — 152 hds. of sugar, and 
li,000 gallons of rum. Loss on it, £1935. <^ Well, my 
hoj^ said I, not without a deep sigh, ^'I was partly pr&- 
pved ftr this; the reality, nevertheless, is firightfiiL I 
seed not attempt to say odierwise.'' ^I have seen," said 
Geocge^ ^within the last fortnight, the proprietors or re- 
pceoentaiives of the eight nearest plantations, and there is 
not one <^ them who will have a dear revenue from crop 
184S; at the same time some have lost less than we 
have.* He named all the parties specified by him. The 
Ui^iest figure in this blade list of loss was £3000, the 
lowest about £250, the ktter bdng that of Ridley. He 
is known throughout the district to be exceedingly parti- 
cular regarding all outlay, but my neighbours tell me 
that Brown has the same character, and this entirely ao- 
ocxds with my own opmion of the way in which the estate 
is conducted; but it is agam aUeg^ that I give more 
sDowanoes and indulgences to the gang than other pro- 
prietors; yet, when I sum up those, they amount to a 
mere trifle. In ruminating on this subject, we are in- 
variaUy thrown back on the glaring feet, that three-fifths 
of the direct outlay is paid in labourers^ wages, besides the 
expense we are put to finr houses to lodge them, doctors, 
(I continue the medical man,) and little things without 
number, which are not at all under our control in the 
p r esent state of the labour market 

Taking this iqppaDing fiict into consideration, and sup- 
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posing the estate to be properly managed, the next thing 
that stands forward most prominently in reckoning iqp the 
drcnmstances fbr or against the proprietor^ is the aoQ; 
if it is poor, it requires twice as moch working and wiD 
yield, after all, less than rich land. Here is a dreadfid 
drawback in these times, which is already operating ban^ 
fully, because the loss on such scmIs, the expenses being 
infinitely larger than the value of the crop^ causes the 
rapid abandonment of field after fidd, until but a small 
proportion of the ori^nal cultivation remains. Then is 
a considerable extent of inferior land in the Fortone^ 
among the abandoned fields; but those which are kept xxp 
are in general productive. ^And what says Chariesl^ 
inquired I of (George. ^He is hopeful that, as his kias is 
.not very great, only £500, his mortgagee will not 
grumble^ especially as every thing looks well oa the 
estate.** ^^Yes, he is always hopeful; and, after all, it 
is well for him, since it does not lead to acts of feDj, 
dther on his part or his fother^s. Many a poor aool, 
Greorge, is utterly overwhelmed bom wanting that 
holdex^up of the wretched." ^^And dying," said he, ^if 
tales be true. There is poor old Blank, a few years ago 
worth hundreds of thousands, creeping about like the 
shadow of his former self; and I ooidd name more.** 
^* And so could I ; but why should we dwell on them? 
pass a few years, my boy, and the instances c{ men wlio 
have anything will, I fSrar, be those which are quoted. 
It is a comfort to have you to talk to^ and I can speak to 
you now as fireely as if you were of my own age.** ''I 
am indeed glad, fother," replied he, with a more cheer- 
ful look, ^ to see that you preserve your equanimi^ 
throughout Afler all, we are well off, so have a better 
chance to keep our ground till the good times arrive." 

It is still dius with him. He never doubts that the 
times will mend ; he is only afiraid the change may bo 
distant << Well I well I be of good heart I hope you 
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observe my cautunii and take care how yon let your 
mother know any pardcalars.'' ^^ You may be quite easy 
on that headi finr she does not inquire into any thing ; 
but Jane^ I feari has some apprehensions, although she 
is too discreet to ask questions. I am not sure that Orace 
does not let her into her secrets." ^ And if she does ; it 
is a proof that she may be in possession of them with 
aaiety. Grace has, indeed, risen in my esteem since her 
mairiage; she is a noble woman, Geoige," said I, en* 
thnsiasdcally. ^The devotion with which she, a girl 
acc u st o med to look on the amusements as the occupations 
of life^ has made herself fully acquainted with her hus- 
band's afiairs^ and counsels, assists, and comforts him, 
laboriously undertaking all parts of his duty which it is 
possible for her to discharge, altogether declare her to 
be an extnKMrdinary character." ^^Charles, I £mcy, begins 
to be less sanguine as to their ultimate escape from diffi- 
cnhies, for he had yesterday a long conversation with 
young Benston regarding Australia, and, being present, 
I thought he listened with more earnestness than usual 
to his details." ^Benston has some brothers there, has 
he not?" ^ Three ; and, until lately, they all did well ; 
but the accumulation of capital, he says, in the shape of 
stock, has affected their markets so much, that they have 
been doing nothing for the last two years. Many of our 
ov e rsoc T B are already turning their eyes to Canada or the 
United States; and I am sure in a short time we shall suffer 
from another evfl— the want of white superintendents for 
the estates." ** That is another necessary and inevitable 
consequence of our condition ; for no young men will now 
oome here, and, in the course of nature, many of those 
employed will be taken off, so that, even without emign^ 
tkm to other places, our present number of white agricul- 
turists will be diminished from year to year." 

Here Mr. Brown came in with his customarv wishes 
and salutations on the arrival of a new year; and I ooold 
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perceive that his eye quailed and his oountenaiioe fell, as 
the former lighted on the paper in mj hand. ^Maaj * 
thanks to youj Mr. Brown,** said I, ^ for yonr good wishei^ 
which I am quite sure are perfectly sincere. I am sore^ 
also, that the state of affiurs exhibited in this black scroll 
is in no degree owing to want of care, skill, or attwitioni 
on your part." At these words the good fellow's yisage 
lightened up, and he began eagerly to give his ezplanatioiL 
'^ You will perceive. Sir, that the bad work done in the 
early part of 1841, after the routine of plantatioii woik 
was resumed by the people, has affected those fidds coo- 
siderably which were first cut, tlie return from thorn being 
much below that of the rest for the year; and the yielding 
throughout is worse in 1842 than in any one year since 
I came to the estate." ^ Which, I fSrar, Mr. Brown, pro- 
ceeds fiN>m the work being more inefficiently done.** ^I 
cannot say that there is any improvement, indeed, in their 
way of doing the tasks, although I did, as you knoW| at- 
tempt by vigorous measures to force them to do justioeto 
the fields; every task not properly finished, I did not pay 
for during one whole month, and at the end of that monUi 
(October) two-thirds of my gang went away. Absdlata 
necessi^ forced me to relax in this rigid exaction of 
honest performance, and they all returned." ^^The loss 
on this crop is more here than elsewhere; can you aoooont 
for that?** 

He paused for a moment, as if about, unwillin^yi to 
communicate an unwelcome piece of infbrmationi but at 
last he said, ^^I do begin to fear that the lands of Fortona 
are now approaching that state which will render them 
more unsuitable for cultivation under the present state of 
labour.** <^Do you think that they are exhausted?** 
'^They are now in that condition which, were labour abun- 
dant, would show no sign of being worn out, but, under 
our system of bad work, and little of it, I am afindd the 
relative return will be smaller.** ^Hoyrmuchhasitbesn 



last year?* ^Here is an aooount of tlie yidding of Uie 
difeent fieUsy tar the last 15 yean, fnrtracied from oar 
joumal, and compared by myseb. TheaTerageypieyioasIy 
to 1838, was 1^ hds. per acre; from *38 to '40j 1^; and 
from '40 to *42, indnstre, baidy 1 lid. The last yeai's 
yieUmft by Itself docs not ghre mow than three cpi^^ 
of a hd." ^That is a Toiy serious affiuTi** said I; ^yet, 
after all| it is nothing but what any <me may see at once 
to bo a neoessaiy result; — ^were we in Baibadoesy now, 
mannring would be a snffident remecfy fiir this eviL — 
What do yon think of it, Mr. Brown?^ He shook his 
head* ^According to every calculation I have made, and 
the practical knowledge derived from experience by our 
neighbours, the cost of collecting and preparing manure, 
and of laying it in the ground, vrould exceed the profit to 
be derived firom it. Had we labour at the BariMuioes 
rate, it would be downri^t stupid!^ and felly to ne^ect 
it." ^And we have no new soil now impoldered upon 
which to fiiU back. The expense of a polder would be- - 
greater, probably, than manuring for a year or two.** ^^If 
yon will allow me, Sir," said Mr. Brown, ^I shall try 
what we can do with one small field. We have a quan- 
ti^ of cane ashes on hand, and there is always a lot of 
dung fiN>m the cattle. We shall manage four or five acres . 
without much expense." ^^By all means," said I, ^^tiy it; 
try everything that can increase our chance of getting 
over this fearful crisis without absolute ruin; it is our 
du^." ^Exactly my opinion. Sir," said Mr. Brown; 
^and it seems to be the general one; for the shifts and 
sdiemes are innumerable and endless which one sees 
amcmg tho estates to keep up cultivation, and to work the 
ground better." During the ^good times," as they are 
now called, manuring the land here was never practised, 
because^ when fields showed signs of exhaustion, they 
woe thrown out of cultivation, and their places supplied 
by ground taken in from the viigm soil of the estate; and 
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this is stiQ done where there is spare land impoldered, (or 
dammed and indosedi) and requiring only to be deaiedf 
turned upland planted. But I sold all mj land that was in 
that state to the Negroes, believing that I had more than I 
could find hands to cultivate. I do not repent <^having 
done soy fer, according to our prospects and e^>ectatkiiS| 
I have got a great deal more by sellings than I can ever 
obtain by cultivating it It is a singular fiuTt, and at first 
view appears unaccountable^ that the Bazbadoes planten^ 
vnth a soil so much worn out that it requires to be re- 
newed almost eveiy year, keep their ground better than 
we do, with land that needs no manuring to yield good 
crops* 

It is the low rate of wages which enables them to hold 
out so well, coupled with the hi^ comparative pices 
which their sugar commands in the market, the latter ad- 
vantage being invariably the concomitant of a poor and 
long cultivated soil. How their wages are but one-third 
of ours is not so easily explained. It can only be owing 
(ibr no other satis&ctory cause has been assigned) to the 
extremely dense population of the Island; yet, it is veiy 
suiprising that the amor patricB should be so strong among 
the Barbadian Negroes, as to keep them at home on six- 
pence a-day, when, by sailing 500 miles, they could get 
twentypence, and all the advantages, besides, enjoyed by 
the labourers here. Nevertheless, such seems to be the case^ 
for very few of tliem have settled permanently here since 
the year 1838, though many have come. They have, in this 
cheap labour, an immense advantage, which enables them 
to make the most of their sterile soiL In regard to 
manuring, as it is a practice which has long obtained in 
the Islands, they have not to begin, as we have, in thia 
dreadful transition state, and to drill the people to it un- 
der advene circumstances. The Barbadian planters pro- 
cure manure firom England, in addition to what they col- 
lect on the estates in a thousand ways. Here^ inteUi- 
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gent men luiTe annred nie, that between the real cost of 
the labcmr, and the difficulty in getting the people to lay 
the mannie properly on the ground| if it increased the re* 
torn 30 per centy and they obtained the whole in the 
megaflB yard, withont being at any expense in collecting 
or baying it, the process wonld not pay; and there are 
many who have tried it on a small scale, certainly, but 
with a resnlt sufficient to satisfy them. This is one of the 
branches of agricnltore which the wiseacres of England 
condemn ns foe ne^ecting, judging, as the rule is in that 
co untr y , of everything by the practice there, without ad- 
mitting local or peculiar circumstances to have any effect 

David assures me that we shall have more labourers 
next year, in consequence of the landholders having got 
isp their cottages, and having finished the planting of 
their grounds; but, he says, I must pay a bit, or 4d., in 
addition to the conmion rate for the task, because these 
peofde have no houses fix>m me. It appears to be a prac- 
tice lately introduced, and forced on us by the scarcity of 
labour, lOn other exactions; yet it has the appearance^ 
rather than the reality, of justice; for we have no shadow 
of control over those settlers; and their labour is less valu- 
afak &om the uncertainty we are in regarding its continu- 
ance when we have it, or when it will be at our disposal 
when we have it not While they are domiciled on a 
jdantation thqr have generally some provisions in their 
grounds, which they do not like to leave abruptly, when 
thqr are not ready for raising. We have thus a slender 
hold, which assists a little in keeping them to their work, 
and, probably, wanting it, matters might become worse. 

The village, as it really is, which has been thus erected 
by a body of fireeholders, if I may so call those who have 
no tenure at all, is well enou^ if the cottages are taken 
■eparately ; but they aflSnd, on the aggregate, a good illu»» 
tnlion of the Negro character. Eveiy one wishes to be 
CQnaidaed ai the planner and builder of his own edifice^ 
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and to be not at all indebted to hia nei^boiir, either fir 
sn^^estion or design. They haTe a sort of jealoiuj in all ^ 
such matters that often goes a Indicroiis length. The 
villages bnilt by themsdves are invariably, in consequence 
of this feelingi without any unifiinnity, and scarcely in 
lines so as to constitute streets, one being ten feet in firoot 
of the line, another twenty behind; again, one will be of 
two storeys; those on each side of it only one; while the 
exterior is of every shi^ and finrm which the ingenuity 
of man can devise so as to be habitable. But con- 
siderable care is generally evinced to have the little plot 
of ground in finont neat and dean, with a firuit tree lieie 
and there within its area, and a footpath in the centre 
leading to the public road. I strove hard to keep them 
right in the formation of the town on this p r o perty, and 
my suggestions and remonstrances were endured at first 
quietly, but afterwards, they generally asked, like a cer- 
tain worthy Duke, if they could not do what they liked 
with their own, «,d in. very sulky, diasatisHed way. In 
my opinion there is as large a proportion of selfrconcdt 
in the ^^mental development" of the Negro, as in that of 
the most dedded coxcomb of Bond Street; their constant 
jars and squabbles almost always arising out of ofiended 
vanity. 

I am constrained to record here again my conviction 
that these people have not been improved in morals dther 
by the zealous efforts of a very eflfective body of deigy- . 
men which we have planted among them, or by the effiirts 
of local teachers — schoolmasters andmissionaries — whoare 
numerous in every district It has been customary fijr 
the organs of the anti-colonial party in Enj^d to brand 
the more enlightened colonists with the epithets, ^d»* 
bauched," and ^corrupters'* of their dependents; thoae 
persons always assuming that the more removed fimn 
dvilixation mankind is, the purer it will be. This is one 
of the theories of the day, just as plausible^ and in ewy 
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respect us hollow and foondatioiiless, as othersy which 
beiDg acted upon^ huny the empire on to its downfid. 
Would it not be well fer theso. tmifbrm defamers of the 
White inhabitants of the West Indies to consider what the 
habits of the masses were before those who are thus nn- 
sparinglj abused for cormpting them came among them 
at all? They cannot be ignorant of the feet, that the 
natiTes of Afbica, without exception, impose no restraint 
on the interco ur se of sexes, and the number of concubines 
kept bj individuals is to the extent of the means possessed 
by them. That they have brought this custom with them 
to the West Indies^ and that the young white men fix>m 
Europe have too frequently adopted it, I should think 

' cannot be disputed. But those unfriendly observers 
throw the blame entirely on the latter, and choose to 
overlook the fact that they are the corrupted, not the 
corrupters. I am very much inclined to the belief that 
men are pure in their lives in proportion to the stage of 
civilization in which they are to be found, at least up to 
a certain point. Vices are to be detected, among the 
semi-savage, at which the enlightened man will shud- 
der, and which the theorists of Exeter Hall would not 
believe, even if they saw. Since the days of Prince Lee 

• Boo, people who look into books for knowledge of human 
nature, form their ideas of rude nations fixnn that ex- 
traordinaiy character, and readily adopt the belief tiiat 
the innocence and purity of primeval times are to be found 
in eveiy place where the inhabitants go naked, and do in 
almost all respects nearly as the inferior animals do, when 
running wild, and without the pale of civilization. In 
many instances, such as that of the native Australians, 
they have certainly the same unconsciousness of doing 
WFon^ when committing what we consider an atrocity, 
which wfld creatures have on a similar occasion. This 
may be innocence and parity; if it be, the tiger possesses 
ilcm cf those qualities. 
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But I am often led away fitmi the point. I wish, to 
state here why I think the people are more wicked than 
they were ten years ago^ notwithstanding the pains taken 
to improve them, and owing to the great command which 
they have of money. More than twenty years ago^ 
the evangelical party in England, scandaliMd beyond 
measore at the state of concubinage which prerailed 
among onr black population, inculcated in every way the 
necessity for marrying them without delay, and the dif- 
ferent clergymen were spurred on to bring about this 
desirable event as often and as q)eedily as possible. These 
worthy men, finding that they might subject themselves 
to the charge of remissness in Uie discharge of their duties, 
and some of them, actuated, it may be, by the same ideas 
in regard to the moral effect of matrimony, proceeded to 
exhort their flocks to enter into the state, both privatdy 
and finom the pulpit; and the Negroes observing that they 
were likely to be looked on more fiivourably by their 
pastors, and that the ceremony was soflSciently short and 
easily gone through, were soon induced to be married in 
considerable numbers. It is said that several applicaticms 
were made to clergymen to undo the knot, soon after it 
was tied, and that the parties, finding this to be impnu^ 
cable, speedily disseminated the extraordinary informadon • 
among the rest, which led to some falling off in the 
monthly lists of marriages. 

Many of them declared at this period that ^Marry no 
for Nigga 't all, da buckra fashion;" and seemed to have 
a rooted aversion to it The custom of the Whites, how- 
ever, and the example which their increasing self-esteem, 
since the era of emancipation, has led them to adopt, have 
gradually established marriage on the same footing as 
among ourselves — an institution which all think thsy 
should experience once in their lives. They go throng 
the ceremony, but, I grieve to say, that in too many cases 
it is an idle fi>nn, in eveiy sense of the word. Thsy have 

8 
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genenllj been <m the most intimate footing before— per- 
lupe living together-— and it happens too often that they 
£aagre^ and, without xeqairing ihe sanction of the laW| 
weputLtB, and take new mates, according to the old Afri- 
am haUt. My wife has just been shocked by such a 
caae in oar own household. The housemaid and butler, 
bodi young, were married eighteen months ago; we 
gave them a marriage dinner, and some presents. 
Thqr continued in our service, occupying rooms in the 
effioea which were built for our servants, but, in the course 
ef six months, they began to fight, and the noise and 
tumult in their quarter became so finequent that, after 
repealed admonitions, I warned them off, and, finally, 
they went away — he, to town, to live with another wo» 
man; and she, to reside with a settler in the new village 
here. 

Unhappily, this is not the only instance that has oc- 
curred among our domestics within the short space of 
four yean. Our cook, a woman of about forty, six months 
ago, without any violent quarrel, deserted her husband, a 
man vrith only one leg, and went to live with the engineer 
of the estate— the black one, I mean, a youth of twenty; 
while his lawftd wife, a girl of his own age, by whom he had 
two chfldren, went to a neighbouring estate to reside with a 
mere lad of about sixteen, who had been working a short 
time here. The cook and her helpmate had been joined 
together for at least a dozen years. From these occur- 
rences in the limited sphere of my establishment, an idea 
may be formed of the extent to which such enormities 
prevail over the province. There is little doubt that 
when the tie becomes in the slightest degree irksome, no 
sense of improprie^, or feeling of religious awe, for 
the oonmiands of the Most High, will prevent them 
fimn separating. In many cases I have heard of, the 
sspa m ti on has been made with cordial good humour on 
bi^ adea. In general, the children, if there are any. 
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go with the mother; in fiurt, she usually bean the diiaf 
burthen of their mmintenance when the pair live together; 
and I am ^opinion that the wife is the moi« meritocious 
of the twoy in nine cases out of ten; the husband being 
commonly a tyrant, and forcing the wife, tnor€ mt^orumf 
to be Us slave in the house. He eontributes just what 
he chooses to the fonds required for supporting his fiunilyi 
while she must supply whatever is deficient^ or brmve his 
wrath, which is vented usually in blows; and he oquan- 
d^rs his gains among companions, or other womeoi in 
drinking and debauchery. 

As I am on the moral character of those peopfe, I may 
as well record another trait which has lately been bitni^t 
out. On many estates the planters have diaoontinQed 
the practice of paying the doctor to attend their labour- 
ers, and the latter, instead of making arrangements with 
the medical man to secure his attendance, with that re- 
liance on the Whites which has hitherto been part of 
their native, for habit is hardly a strong «iou{^ word to 
express some of their peculiarities, thniw the blame on 
their masters, when a ooroner^s inquest finds that the 
person has died without medical attendance— an did law 
wisely and humanely requiring that an inquest (or simi- 
lar investigation) shaH be held on eveiy <me who dies 
without being seen while ill by a practitioner. And socb 
is their indiflESerence to the fitte of each other, that too 
many have seen their nearest relatives expire^ without 
being at the expense of paying for a sing|Ie visit to them* 
They will call in a practitioner for thonselves, when. 
alarmed, but for those depending on them — their aged 
and infirm relatives — they will not be at the expense 
althou^ death must inevitably ensue. Even with their 
ehildren'e lives they dally in the same inhuman man-* 
ner, so that it is not going too- fisir when I say many- 
are annually lost in consequence of this apathy, in oon- 
junctkm wkh disinclination to part with moocy for m 
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p ur pose that does not promote their pleastires or their 
Tiews in any manner. The medical men tej to induce 
them to enter into agreements with them^ at the usual rate 
of one guflder each (or Is. 4d.) per mensem for adults, 
and half fixr children, for medicine and attendance; but if 
Aey soooeed in getting the arrangement efiected, it sel- 
dom lasts more than six months, the Negroes generally 
fidling to pay the stipulated siun after the first quarter. 

So much accustomed have they been to look to the 
"Whites fixr ereiything in sickness, that thqr thought the 
refusal to pay the doctor a great hardship, and, in some 
instances, comphunts were lodged with the magistrates 
against their employers. They still get wine and articles 
of nourishment gratis from the great house (or mansion- 
house), where is a resident proprietor, which is not at 
all a politic custom. They have abundance of funds, 
and to spare; it is time, therefore, they should acquire 
habits of self-dependence. Some medical practitioners 
in the neighbourhood of the larger villages which have 
latdy sprung up finom the sale of land, have represented 
strongly to the governor the mortality which has occurred 
firom want of attendance, during the prevalence of epidemic 
diseases. I heard of one village which had lost eighteen 
chfldren troim hooping-cough, not one of whom was visited 
by a doctor. Those gentlemen urged on his excellency 
the necessity tor some sanitary enactment, to make it im- 
perative on people to employ the usual means for the 
p r eser v a tion of life; and quoted instances to show that the 
governments of aU nations recognised the necessity for 
arbitraiy laws when public health was endangered, be- 
lieving that in such cases people could not be safely lefi 
to thonselves. Our own quarantine laws and local regu- 
latioDi during the existence of cholera will occur to any 
one as parallel instances. But his excellenqr, according 
to established usage^ could not perceive how the legislar 
thra or the coDecntive couldi in the existing state of affiurs^ 
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00 fisir interfere with the liberty of the snlgect, as to nied* 
die with his domestic arrangements^ and reoommenc 
what he had been espedalty, and in strong langoagey told 
hadfidled — remonstrances and recommendations. Doubt* 
less he thinks and beUeres that the planters and doctoiB 
have never taken any trouble in the matter. 

The jealousy which the executiTe manifests on all 0(v 
casions concerning transactions between White and Blad^ 
shows the feeling still cherished by the party in power on 
both sides of the Atlantic After the evidence whidi has 
been laid before the countiy, clearly demonstrating that 
the latter are the dominant class within the colony^ one 
would imagine that old stories of planter oppression and 
cruelty would no longer be credited* Still| howeveri it 
is the poIi<7 of our anti-col<mial fection to sow the aeed 
of distrust between the government and the planters, bj 
keeping up this delusion; and, knowing that in all local 
arrangements regarding labour, the feet is too notorioosy 
that the Negro has it his ownVay, they seize on any new 
ordinance that applies more immediately to the Black 
population, and denounce it as tjnrannical and unjust. 
Thus, government, by deferring to this party, is shadded 
in its power to do good, even to those persons whom the 
fection pretend to take esjiedally under their protection. 
Such has been the case with our vagrant laws, and every 
regulation devised fer the purpose of restricdnglaboorers 
in their propensity to wander about the province, and 
trespass wherever thqr have a mind so to do. 

The planters, of course, desired, by keeping them more 
at home, to effisct a wholesome improvement in their idle 
habits, and gradually induce in them something like a 
disposition to continuous labour. Such attempts have 
been either thwarted entirdy, or frustrated, by the man- 
ner in which the measures recommended have been ftit- 
tered down and limited. Yet the government seem 
anziooa to have some scheme submitted to them whidi 
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mNild assist in inducing regular habits of indnstiy, 
although thej will not permit of such stringent mea- 
sores as are in fixroe in the mother comitryy in regard to 
Tsgrants. Yarions plans hare been spoken of, such as a 
tax on idleness, or a fine on those who do not work a cer- 
tain number of days in each week; which would either 
be evaded bjr dinng the required labour nominally, not 
reallj, or enforced at the cost of much trouble and extra 
expense on the estates^ But this would be more arbitrary 
than any hitherto proposed, and would have little chance 
to find fiiTour with our firiends behind the curtain. In 
short, to any reflecting mind, the impossibili^ of obtain- 
ing continuous labour, where the demand so far exceeds 
the supply, must instantly present itself. Nothing but 
a species of coercion, either based on competition, or a 
position in the eye of the law which enables the planter 
to exact it, can ensure for the latter the attainment of 
this object, which ii^essential to his prosperity. No one 
in any country works for hire willingly. The disinclination 
to bodfly exertion is still greater in tropical than in tem- 
perate regions. When a man, therefore, can earn in a 
couple of days the necessary iiuids for a week, what in- 
ducement has he, except the indulgence of his licentious 
passions, to toil for the remaining four days. We find 
that some, who are hoarding up money for a particular 
purpose, will continue their labour finom week to week, 
until they have amassed the required sum. We find 
others, who are young men, engaged in the pursuit of 
pleasure, to whom money is necessaxy, and who spend it 
asfitft as theyget it; that is to say, if they appear indus- 
trious for one week, they are occupied throughout the 
next in gettmg rid of their earnings. It is thus that no- 
thing can be thought of (except positive coercion) in the 
absence of that competition which alone, by its healthy 
operation, can so adapt the supply to the denumd, as to 
iampom on the labourer the necessity for habitual and 
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regular industfy, that he may supply his kig^timate wants. 
In this alone, ako^ wiU be fiioiid the reme^ fiir the iDcreaa- 
ing licentiousness of our labouring popuIatioiK What, I 
would ask any one, could be expected of a people fiir whom 
others thought and acted previously^ when suddenly and 
without prepaiationy set free from the wholesome reetnint 
which had hitherto been imposed on them fay the plantation 
regulations, and who had never done anything without 
the guidanceandcounselofthdr masters— and especially 
when, in addition to the removal of restraint, they loiind 
themselves possessed of funds which they never dreamed 
of having the disposal of? The very natural eflbct of this 
rapid transition was to unsettle their minds, and derange 
the fixed habits thqr fi>rmcriy enjoyed; and, of coum^ 
under the circumstances (having it in their power, faj 
keeping up the price of labour, to perpetuate this state of 
affairs), what was at first a temporary excitement, baa now 
become their settled course of life. 

I almost tremble when I write it, but this being partly a 
record of thoughts as well as actions, it must go down. It 
seems to me extremely doubtful if the present population 
of this splendid province, as it has been called, can ever 
recover from the state of disorganization into which it has 
been tiirown by the measures of government I fear that 
to re-establish a prosperous state of our agriculture!, it 
will be necessary to import a new population, adequate to 
our wants, and sufficient to cultivate the land at a rate 
of wages which the proprietors can afford to pay. Doubt- 
less this would operate beneficially, in a moral sense^ on 
the present inhabitants, by rendering the acquisition of 
the means for debaucheiy more difficult. But I doubt if 
they will ever be brought to work hereafter for wages that 
shall enable the proprietors to keep up their cultivation 
without an accession equal to themselves. Whenlsaythis^ 
Imay avowat tiie same time, that since I left Eng^d my 
opinions have undergone littie change; but matten are 
certainly fidly worse than I expected* My hopes were 



144 

then dander of a soooessfiil issue; and although I am 
bone along bjr the tide of hope which keeps up my 
bietbieni when I am among themi I never sit down to 
write in this Jooznal without feeling in fiill force the 
gloomy natme of mj forebodings. I wonder if any of 
my fiiends have the same feelings of fiuth and hope in 
the mother oonntiy during the day, and of distrust and 
ftarwhen akme and in the watches of the night I think 
H must be io^ for among us there is a necessity to appear 
confidenty in order to prevent creditors firom beccnning 
alarmed; thus an artificial state of feeling is produced. 
^lat there is inunense sufiering fix>m deprivation among 
the mass of planters is easily observed; but the question 
ky whether this is felt to be permanent or tempoi'aiy. 
The truth may He between, or rather hope is entertained 
by one class, but with the other moiety (and the more 
thinking), I imagine doubt and despair predominate. 

I may mention a remark, made not long ago by an old 
ahip captain who has traded for many years to the Colony. 
^Well, Captain Fallin,** inquired a friend, ^'what do 
you think of us now? do you perceive any change?'^ 
^Changel by the L— d,*^ cried the jolly sailor; "ay! I feel 
it Why, few planters buy anything at all from me now.** 
^Yest yesi but I mean in appearance." "I tell you 
what it is,** replied the Captain, his ruddy, bronzed visage 
distended by a grin, "there is now a marked difference 
between two classes in the Colony. Blest if I can't tell 
a man who is on the civil list, when I meet him on the 
street, ihcf I never saw him beforel There are now those 
who have something, and those who have nothing, with 
a veogeanoel'* It is prebable that the worthy mariner saw 
more in the individual aspects of the community, than 
one who is constantly in it is able to discover; and cer- 
tainly the gentlemen whose pensions are secured by the 
dvil list ordinance, have a cause fer appearing with 
pJMsent and dieedul oountenanoes, which few not so 
fiivoured have. 
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It is raipriangy also, how Htde tliose pencms who ^ 
fed the pressure of the times understand of that iriiich is 
going on among those who do. Many of them enter ao 
trivially into what they have no direct interest in, that 
they hear of distress with the most perfect indifibrence, 
believing it to be nothing but a temponuy embarrassment, 
snch as we feel periodically from low prices. Hence the 
surprise, and even ridicaloy which a plain and feraUe 
statement of fects meets with too often from the official 
section of the legislatore. 

Thestateof the press is another misfortune. The un- 
principled editor, who conducted the newspiqper I already 
alluded to, with almost unexampled effironteryi went 
over to the official par^, after he had bespattered them 
as much as he could, if, indeed, the abuse rfsuch a person 
be not, in one sense, praise ; and probably the individual 
felt that gentlemen would be of this opinion when he 
so boldly ventured to laud the acts of government be- 
yond all reasonable bounds, after he had gone so &r on 
the other side. The non-official section came in of 
course then for his unfounded and vulgar denunciations. 
No person, on either side, ever thou^t that it was ne- 
cessary to reply to him. Most probably, all felt that, 
by doing so, they would place themselves on the same 
footing. It may be asked how a newspaper, which is 
avowedly inimical to that interest (the agricultural) on 
the prosperity of which all others depend, can find nu- 
merous supporters in the Colony. The feet may be 
strange, but it is nevertheless a fiurt, and a baneftd one, 
because these newspapers are received in En^and as the 
oigans of public opinion here. Thus men, not wdl versed 
(and who is at home?) in colonial affeks, taking their 
ideas from what they read as having come diiecdy ficom 
the Colony, have the worst o|nnion of the planters as a 
body of agriculturists. 

That those newspapers are the organs of a party, whidi 

T 
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mjj be in ccmnection with the powerfiil faction that is 
our destinji and that their rapporten are the Radicals 
ef the settlement^ who wish to poll down what they call 
die Flanten^ Lc^gislatinei is generally known, and the 
qaestion natmally occoxs to any man of ordinary mind, 
in what class can so many men blind to thdr own in- 
terests be finmd? The answer is, chiefly among those 
who have no connexion with estates, and who are dis- 
senters fiom the two established churches of Great Bri- 
tain^ and Tolnntaiies* They, nnhappfly, are too often 
opposed to lawfid role and right suprema<7, and they 
are headed by their dergymen on all occasions. I be- 
Heye the Wesleyan Methodists and the FlymoathBrethren 
IiaTe always eschewed politics, and conducted themselyes 
so as to command the respect of the community. They 
are the only exceptions I am aware o£ 

We have seen frequently, also^ that the jealousy of 
retafl mercantile men, who are not either proprietors or 
mortgagees, has been excited by the radical press against 
the planters generally. Now, it is really wonderful that 
so many shrewd persons sufier themselves to be led away, 
either by these newspaper mis-statements, or their own 
political notions. Surely no sophistry can induce thorn 
to beliere that their very commercial existence does not 
depend on the preservation of the estates. All the 
money which flows to them arises from the proprietors. 
AU the goods which are bought in their stores are pur- 
chased by the planters or their dependents ; the latter 
being a numerous body. What would be the conse- 
quence Q£ the plantations were abandoned) to those mer- 
chants? They would lose at once the great body of 
labourers as customers — ^the planters themselves — ^the 
tradesmen and professional men employed by them. And 
who would remain? Why, the gsntlemen on the civil list, 
incfaiding some of the deigy. 

And where would the taxes come from to support this 
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list? When the pUmten ue nuned the CSolonj is amu- 
hilated. In fiurt, they aie the Cdonj, and all other daaet 
are acoesfories^ becanae they owe their origin and their 
eziBtenee to the aettlement of the planten. It ia ea«f 
to trace the career of a pkoe like thia. Afiswent e rpei ii ng 
Dutchmen, after exploring the coast and the iiren, e^ 
fected a settlement Thej dammerl and planted their 
little territoiyy which extended as thej grew in nmnben^ 
and then they threw off their primitive simplid^, Evoj 
man, at first, was his own tailor, shoemaker, carpenter, 
cooper, &C, besides his own merchant Bot with in- 
crease of planters, came all those dasns and de- 
nominations of men which the dirision of labour had 
created in Europe; and, in the p rogres s of yean, 
confining themselves to their own department, the pro- 
prietors of the soil gave employment to the many pec^ 
pie who flocked to the settlement for exercise of their 
trades and callings, until the latter rose into such ooih 
sequence that they overshadowed their orif^nal creators^ 
and now they are disposed to look down upon, and to 
kick away the ladder by which they mounted to their 
present height If they succeed, they will be inthe poai- 
tion of the Irishman who placed himself astride on the 
bough of a tree, with his fiice to the trunk, to sever the 
former with a saw, and, of course^ came to the ground 
by his success. It is difficult to comprehend how so 
many men, who are highly intelligent, should be so fiur 
misled by pernicious party doctrines and dogmata. 

But a stranger here who devotes himself to the study 
of our internal economy, must be astounded by the mis- 
taken views of s(«ie, and the sbgular ignorance of others, 
concerning what is coming daily within their observatioD. 
No dt, in the pristine days of London, could be mora 
innocent of knowledge, regarding the rural districts ef 
Enj^and, than 'the Gtooigetown Cockney coooeming 
what is passing in the phmtations of the Coki^y, unless 
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M I said before, he is connected with an estate. This 
win acconnt fi>r the strange extracts bom letters which 
iqppear occasionally in the English newspapersi and also 
for a great deal of singular matter firom the local press, 
the best conducted of which have no means of testing 
the accuracy of the statements which they receive fix>m 
ooixespondents. And so long as the people of Great 
Britain are disposed to look on communications coming 
directly fiom the spot, in this manner, as more accurate 
and authentic than those which are made to the Par- 
liament, or Goremment, by the planters, or their repre- 
sentatives, such eiToneous accounts, whether they ema- 
nate fix>m party spirit, or are the effusions of men ig- 
norant of Uieir subject, and boldly advancing assertions 
at variance with truth, will be highly injurious. 

The statements which are advanced in Parliament, and 
the articles in British periodicals, which evince so much li^ 
mentable ignorance of our true condition, may be traced to 
the sources just mentioned. Of all people, we should 
be unanimous in putting forward just and fiiithful pio- 
tures of the state we are in, because, unfortunately, we 
have more enemies than firiends in England, and, conse- 
quently, the averments agabst us obtain a wider circu- 
lation, and are more generally behoved than statements 
in our fovour. So long as party spirit perverts the mind 
and misleads us, so long as agents of our implacable op- 
ponents are fostered among us, and so long as men who 
know nothing will write letters to be inserted in the joiuv 
nals of the mother country, we cannot hope that the in- 
habitants of the latter will arrive at a just condusioii 
regarding us. A Parliamentaxy bine book, containing 
evidence of our wretched state, has, in its veiy aspect, 
something so forbidding that no man who is not under 
the necessity, will devote himself to the reading of it^ 
unless indeed, he is <me of us. While it is so difficult 
to vindicate ourselvei book the aspenioiis of those who 
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aim at our destrnctioiii it is sorelj our dakj io gani 
against permitting alandevons aasertioiisy whelber eminat" 
ing ficom thoughtless ignorance^ partj spirit, or malignitjy 
to go abroad, as ficom the colonists themsdves. 

If we hck back into the proceedings of fixmer times, 
we shall find that we have been often accused on grounds 
furnished bj ourselTesy in the manner I ha?e just men- 
tioned; and there is too much reason to bdieve that 
such communications have in a great measure tended to 
induce that indiffsrence to our wdfiucoi and that i^Mtfhj 
in regard to our appeals to the Queen or the Pariiament, 
which we haYO had to strug^e against fiv many years. 
The unh'mited licence of the press (yaluable as it maj be 
in other places) operates pemiciouslj here^ both paUidj 
and privately. A de&med indiyidual can only obtain re- 
dress in the courts of law, in an action fiir damages against 
men who cannot even call the types theirown with whidi 
they disseminate their nuschievous calumnies. I say mia» 
chievous, only inasmuch as they operate at home in the 
way I have stated; but here, the editors of such journals be- 
ing known, are perfisctly innocuous. So little are their lu- 
cubrations attended toy that I have seen a member ol the 
court enter a room where a number of gentlemen were 
seated, and draw a copy of The Gvioma TSmu firom hia 
pocket, out of which he read, amidst the most noisj 
mirth, a slanderous article on himself in which he waa 
branded with epithets that would cause the nympha 
of Billingsgate to hide their diminished heads. No 
person in the Colony has any other notion r^g^urding 
those colonial followers of the metropolitan Sundqr press, 
than ^ that their tongue is no scandal;^ and if they did 
as littie harm in England, I should not have recotded 
here my sense of their peculiar style of animadyersion* 
The Royal CrozetU is the only newspaper which has besn 
tmiformly conducted with strict attention to deconnn, and 
a careful aToidance of personalities. As lor the gentle- 
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men who^ in thdr epistolaiy oorrespondenoey heedlesslj, 
and with singiilar want of ferethoughti pat into the hands 
of their enemies the stick which is to break their own 
head% the^ must be allowed also to take their coorse. 
There are no means of staying thenu 

« 

JuLT, 1843. 

The Colony seems to be now sunk in an apathetic statOy 
probahfy resulting from the sad experience it has had of 
the ntter hopelessness of all attempts to improve its con- 
dition* Men become habitoated to hardshipi as they do to 
ereiything else ; indeed, it is not wonderful if all co- 
knists should believe with Shylock, that ^'suffering ia the 
badge of thdr tribe.'' Certain it ib, that the feverish 
anxiety which, for years after 1838, prevailed about the 
time when the packet was expected, has now much sub- 
sided. She is not likely to bring good news, and she can 
scarcely bring any intelligence that wfll add to the dis- 
tress that exists among the planters. Wages, ficom causes 
which are but too obvious, show a decided tendenqr to 
rise in the meantime. Notwithstanding the arrival of a 
few stray people occasionally from the West India Islands, 
the labour of the Colony is diminishing, from natural 
causes, and the annual withdrawal of many people from 
fidd work. The deaths are not balanced by the number 
of youths and maidens who step into the places of men 
and women so removed, nor do the importations supply 
the deficiency. 

This is felt, rather than observed, on the estates, in the 
increasing difficulty the managers meet with in keeping 
up their gangs. 

Xi is astonishing how many strong people of the labour- 
ing cliwcs are idle, and how they pass their time. Some 
of them find their enjoyment in ^sitting down," as they 
call kp which means sleeping on benches in fiiont of their 
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oottagesy <Mr lying along and chatting. fiv hoan togedier* 
Women are fend of anniamg each otfier bjtdOingaloriei^ 
which resemble oar nwnery tales in their aimplid^. 
Thoj call them ^Nancy 'toriea,'' but why, does not teem 
to be easilj nnderrtood. Thqr geoerally relate to aome 
▼eiy trifling affiur. A conaderaUe nnmber of the men 
are constantly engaged in fishing and shooting by iMA 
they make a liydihood. The riTers aboond with fiah, 
which, when canght| are speedily disposed of to the 
people an estates at good prices. Shooting or him^ 
ing (for they are syncmymoos here) occupies manj idl^ 
dissipated, Negroes, who wander throng the ciilti?ated 
fidds, each with three or four dogs at his heels, and, aa 
may be readfly understood, do mnch injnzy, in feUowing 
their game throng the crops. 

Some resident proprieton keep a hnntsman each, fer 
the supply of their booses, and ficxmi the abundance erefj- 
where of deer, labbas, and acoories, the man general^ 
contrives to provide enough for his master and himself; 
for it seems to be a rule as well understood as the vulgar 
one, according to which the cook helps himself^ that the 
huntsman shall sell for his own benefit a portion of the 
spoil, although he is paid the salary of a domestic I 
tried this method of procuring food, but my sportsman, 
on the third day, having brought me a remarkably fine 
pair of wild ducks, and having been rewarded by an extra 
(^ass of brandy, had scarcely departed, when an old watch- 
man appeared with a complaint against the yackman (a 
coxruption of the Dutch word, I believe). ^ And whathaa 
he done. Captain?** ^^Massa, tha* man no good — he dam' 
rascal, for true," said Captain, wrathfully. ^Well,bntwluit 
hashedone?** ANegrohasalwaysawonderfullydrcnitoaa 
way of telling a tale. ^Massa, he no tief my plantain," 
(he was watchman at the remains of the plantain walk) 
— ^''mecan'ttellli^— benotief myfowl — henoKckme 
me can't teU lie.*" <<Well,but whatdidhedof' «Ilii^ 
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man go all aboat want make massa toolf make he tink 
he get plentjr wfld meat, but he too haj for search mn, 
ao he soot (shoot) mj dack| and take him home in a 
massa.** <<OhoI and where did he find them?" ^In a 
trench; me in a pUm' walk, he no see me, me see he beiy 
wdL" The colprit was tried| condemned on the clearest 
efidenoe^ and discharged* I never kept a yackman again* 
There was, not long ago^ considerable ahurm excited in this 
quarter bj the nnnsnally great ntunber of tigers which 
had been seen, or had manifested their dangerous pro- 
pinqoity, by canying off many pigs, and killing a cow. 
Thoee jagoars^ cr tigers as they are called here, are in 
reality leopards, being spotted, not striped; bat they are, 
nevertheless, fineqnently of very formidable size ; and we 
had the good iortone to catch one of that description, in 
a pit dog for the pnipose, deep and narrow enough to 
prevent the animal firom jumping oat after he had got in, 
with a Ihre pig at the bottom to entice him to take the 
downward leap. He was found in the morning, safely 
lodged, and with the pig half devoured beside him. The 
upward, sulky, glare of his dull, deadly, looking eye, as 
he beheld his captors, afiected the latter with anything 
but a pleasant feeling. A large strong cage was quickly 
prepared, so strengthened by innumerable bars and cioss 
pieces as to resist his attempts on it, and into this he was 
forced after the hole on one side had been gradually sloped 
by dig^ng, to admit of his ascent into the opening of the 
cage, so placed as to cover the mouth of the hole. Two 
steady, trusty, persons stood ready with loaded muskets, 
in case he should, by any accident, escape, and get among 
the crowd, which was very considerable. After a little 
he scrambled up into his den,- growling deeply, and b^ 
traying no ngn of fear, but something like a desire to be 
m the middle of the black mob, that beheld him with no 
dent manifestation of triumph. 
So sooQ as the Negroes were assured that he was weQ 
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secniedi and ooold not poenbly get jout, thej drew ntUf 
and almost all of them addrased him aepaxatelji in t 
ehorti pithj speech, ezpressive of their bdief that Ui 
plundering days were over, and their pigs safe firom tm, 
at anj rate. Thej then raised him up, and placed Urn 
in his domicile on a cart, in which he was co P Tejed to t 
shed near my housoy the whole cayalcade following in tha 
train of the spoliator, and exulting over him. Thebesit 
became evidently excited at last, from the restless manner 
in which he moved about his den and regarded the crowd, 
uttering a low, startling growl occasional^. Thenextdi^ 
he took his food well enough, but did not seem to become 
more reconciled to his change of living. In a tew days 
he appeared unwell, and one morning was fiiund stretched 
out quite dead in his cage. I was not very sorry fer the 
loss, for I found that he was an expenave pii^ firom the 
quantity of firesh meat he required every day. It was 
my intention, had he got through the transition state 
safely, to give him to a firiend in Greorgetown, who could 
have abundance of garbage ficom the danghterfaouse on 
which to feed him; as it vras, we flayed him, stu£bd Us 
skin, and placed it in my entrance-hall. When measured, 
he was feund to be nearly eight feet long^ firom point of 
nose to tip of tail — ^I think he only wanted an inch; and 
he was very strongly made. 

Indeed, the strength of their forelegs is astonishing. 
On a neighbouring estate, lately, a tiger made an attempt 
on a pig pen, placed within the square of the Negro Til- 
lage (contraxy to all rule, and the anxious vfish of the 
proprietor, but an evil he was obliged to put up with), 
and so strongly stockaded that he could not aooompBidi 
an entrance, althou^ he paced deliberately round, look- 
ing for a proper place. The night was not so &r advanced 
but some of the people were still moving about, and the 
prowler was observed. The hubbub which enaied both 
and alarmed the brute, and, finding ha could not 

u 
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gun hk olgecty he strack one of his paws through an 
opening in the palisades, hitting a krge boar on the fore- 
liead to fixrciblj that the part was literally battered in, 
and acampeied o£ Thej are frequently shot at night, 
bat yerf seldom in the day, being then hidden in the 
interior, among the primeval woods or distant savannahs. 
I remember an incident which occurred on one of my 
farmer visits to the Colony, and which I may set down here 
also. Itwasreported to one of my neighbours that a tiger 
had IdDed a cow and her calf behind his estate, and that the 
animal had been seen retiring into a little detached patch of 
bmshatdi^break. That gentleman convened a few friends, 
who were sportsmen, to search this spot, and until they all 
arrived, a watch was set on the place to see whether he re- 
mained; so that when we entered the little piece of bush, 
we were sureof finding him; but, after a tedious and anxious 
aearchy we fidled to unharbour the game. We had given 
vp aU hopes of seeing him, and begun to shoot parrots 
and bush fowls, when, suddenly, one of the party started 
out from beneath a tree, with a strange mixture of fear 
and surprise on his countenance; and, following the direc- 
tion of his eyes with our own, we saw the tiger lying 
along a bou^, within six or eight feet of the ground, 
and watching us, in that sort of crouching, eager man- 
ner which the cat exhibits under similar circumstances, 
bis tail wagging all the time, and creating a rustling 
among the leaves, which first arrested our companion's 
attention. Drawing back, until we all came firom the 
difierent stations near to this spot, we proceeded to put 
eadi a couple of pbtol bullets above the small shot with 
which our pieces were loaded, and then, cautiously ap- 
ppoaching until within fifteen or twenty paces, we fired 
at onoe upon the brute, and bron^t him to the ground, 
afar whidi ha was soon despatched* He was only about 
fat and a half long. 



155 

Although they do not seem to (bar the fiioe of many 
I have not heard of a well-aathenticated instance of attack 
made bj one on an indiyiduaL There are atoriea cnnent 
of people killed hj them, and the Negroes haye all that 
fear of *^tiga^ which it is said the Hindoos have of the 
royal beast of BengaL Bat I believe they will not Ten- 
tore on a man unless severely pressed by hunger, or ren- 
dered desperate by position. The Blacks say they wiU 
not touch the Bucks or Indians^ because they are neither 
men nor brutes. Doubtless this proceeds from the sov- 
ereign contempt which the former entertain fi>r those abo» 
rigines, and which they have taken eveiy opportunity of 
showing. It was a common saying of the Negroesi during 
slavery, when the question of emancipation was continu- 
ally agitating the Colonyi ^that Budora fiee^ good; but 
Buck fiee^ wha' dal cha! better be plantation sUve^ ferty 
timesl^ In fact, they do not comprdiend how the Indians 
can be styled ^free people,^ because their ideas of freedom 
have been taken from the appearance of those whom they 
have seen in that condition, and who, generally speakin|^ 
belong to the better classes of Whites. Naked Bucks, they 
consider loferior to themselves, and even a shade lower in 
status than they were as slaves, because of their physical 
debility, and unfitness to endure fiitigue. There are in- 
stances, however, where they have amalgamated and in- 
termarried (so to speak) with each other. These have 
occurred, chiefly, in the neighbourhood of Posts on 
the rivers, the holders of which are stationed theie to 
keep up our friendly communications with the native^ 
and, consequently, often have many settled around them. 
The gangs of woodcutters, too^ are forced by their sitaa- 
tion into continual juxta-position with them* 
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Anotheb year has passed, and brought ^no healing 
on its wing.** The crop of the Fortone seems to be nearly 
Btalionaiy in its annual amount| without any considerable 
liae or fidl, and the prices of tropical produce have not 
mdergone any veiy perceptible alteration. George has 
again brought up his balance-sheet, and the loss on the 
year is £1540. At this period, which, orer the Christian 
wixM in general, is one of festivity and enjoyment, I am 
doomed to fed all the horrors of my situation; fer, although 
I may know from the books previously, how the balance is 
to stand at this time, I cannot muster resolution to look fre- 
quently at them, so as to understand what the exact sum of 
mr misfortune is likely to be^ until this month comes, and 
along with it the necessity for knowing the worst. ^On 
the whole^" said Geoige, ^we are all in this quarter nearly 
as we were last year, in regard to losses; there is not one 
who has a net revenue." ^There is more misery than 
we can perceive^" said L ^The stem necessity for preserv- 
ing whatever remains of credit, prevents many a poor, 
broken-hearted man from unburthening his mind to a 
friend, as in former times, when our Colony was remark- 
able for the frank, easy manner in which planters spoke 
of their affairs, debts included.** '^I have heard many,** 
replied he, ^make the same observation; no one speaks 
now as before (my information Ib obtained under a sdenm 
obligation to secrecy, in regard to all but you), and even 
the most common operation of the fidd is now concealed.** 
^You nj Wdiingham Ib pretty nearly as in 1843?** 
^His crop was fully better, but the loss nearly the same.** 
^They seem to keep up their spirits; yet Grace, I think, 
often looks sadly on her little boy; die is inclined, na- 
tnnlly, to be thoughtful, and, of course, the state of a& 
fiun, which should cause any one to think, has a more 
visiUe operation on her.** ^But Charies, I am snre^ 
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answers your ezpectatioii, or, ratheTi has shown to you 
that joor fears <^ him were groundless.'* ^ Yes^ indeed, 
he has. Marriage has improved him mncfa. I do not 
know a more steadji industrioos person. A good4iearted 
man, Georgei who is thoo^tless and impetooosi will be 
generally improved by a senable wife, whcmi he loves. 
It is the selfish| improvident man, who is also heartlessi 
upon whom the helpmate has no hold ; he bdieves eveiy 
one who gainsays him to be his enemy, and, like a ^oOed 
child, insists on doing what he has a mind to^ without 
r^ard to conseqiiences, and their eflbct on others. But 
we have yet to see how Charles will brook the loss of his 
estate, provided the times do not improve^ and the moit- 
gagee insists on foreclosing. ^I fear the result of siidi 
proceeding on the fitter more than on the scm." ^ And 
so would most people; but these occurrences are commoc 
now, and use, perhapsy will lessen the efiect.'* ^He is a 
wngdlar man, the elder Wellingham." ^He is, 6eni;ge; 
an imaginative persony with deep feelings, such, they say, 
poets ar&— although, I should think, he has none of the 
fire, and less of the irritability which are characteristica 
also of genius." ^I doubt that,'' said Gkorge; ^my 
opinion is that our greatest poets had neither the stnmge 
sort of firo which consumes the possessor, nor the eccen> 
tricities which are so remarkable in second-rate versifiers; 
look at Scott, Milton, Shakspere.** <<WellI welll we 
are not going to discuss the merits of the British poets. 
The feet is indubitable, that Mr. Wellingham takes fen* 
dful views of occurrences, and gives to fects a colooiing 
which can only emanate from an exuberant imaginatioii; 
he scarcely ever sees things as other people do^ and I 
am in doubt whether he does not adapt his co n vers a tiosi 
to suit my ideas of the present state of the Colony, rather 
from good nature and deference to me^ than a settled 
convicti<m in accordance with my opinions.** ^He cer- 
tainly seldom thinks with other people^ but in this in- 
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itaiioe^ tat that rery reasoni he is more likely to chime in 
with joOf fiyr yoa axe aware that your notions on colo- 
nial affiun axe thon^t to be extreme^ and your gloomi- 
nen greater than there is warrandice for.** ^^ So I am 
pnai to midentand; they style me the male Cassandra 
of oar Troy.'* ^ Yes, and yoa would have been nominated 
long ago to the Coiurt of Poliqri if the Eiezers did not 
bdie?e that your deq>airing speeches and observations 
wodd have an injurious tendenqr." ^'Ahl you did not 
tell me that before. Then my doctrines have done me 
good serrice^ for, trust me^ to sit in that Court and com- 
bat incessantly die decrees of fiite, in the shape of Down- 
ing Street despatches, must be pretty much like the 
honiUe and ineffectual struggle which a certain aged 
Countess (innocent| yet condemned .by the foulest tyrant 
that erer disgraced a throne— our Haxry YIIL) made, 
bopdesslyi to the last against her legal murderer — ^the 
public executioner.'' ^Do you call the Colonial Afinister 
these fine names?" inquired George^ with a smile. 
^Figuratively, and a&r off, as you see. There are poli- 
tical murderers as well as physical destroyers; it may be 
a question which of the two offend most seriously against 
the eternal and immutable dogmata of justice; the malice 
prepense may exist with the former as well as the latter; 
and, certainly, when men in power suffer those who are 
under thdbr charge to be destroyed by measures emanating 
ficvm them, after proof has been adduced that this must 
inevitably happen, what can any one say but that they 
are actuated by foregone conclusions, which involve the 
probability of that contingency ? And does not the whole 
of theevidence givenbeforethe lateCommitteeof theHouse 
of Commons, tend to show, clearly and forcibly, that, with- 
out a large accession of suitable labourers to the existing po» 
pfolatioD, thecnltivationcf exportable producemust beaban- 
doiied,andoiirColonydestroyed?'' ^Theywillneveragree 
a colony as an integnd part of the empire^ and in 
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thatoonriststhewIioIeevO; we arewcrae off than if we were 
a weak fiireign natkm; becanse tlie neoesaty hr preaenr- 
ing tlie balance of power would compel our potent nm^tk^ 
boon to interfile in our fitvoor; aa it is, we are oonaideKed 
by the latter to be a fragment of Great Britain, and, aa 
aochi not to be meddled with more than Yoadnhiie or 
Scotland* We haye thus all the disadyantages of a cokn 
nial dependenqr, without the benefits that should aoooofr- 
panj them." '^Saving only ono— the command of thA 
British maikety without whkh we could not esst at the 
present moment** ^That is rendered, indeed| eaaential 
to our existence; but by whom? The Teiy people who 
proTo such harsh protectoiSi in general; they fiirced a 
system on us which we fi)ietold would be ruinous^ and 
raise the price of sugar to them considerably.'' ^ And a 
large, and still increasing party are now ciying out about 
the difierence between sugar in En^andandontheCoiH 
tinent. At a meeting near Liverpool, lately, a fiunoDer 
inyeighed against the iniquity of prohibiting fioeign sngari 
and told the meeting that, but for the duty on it, he 
would manure his land with the article. Doubtless, he 
had been told by some of our friends of the relative prices 
in Cuba and in Jamaica, and, relying on having it at ten 
pounds a ton, he found it would be as cheap as guano." 

^Have you looked over the lists of the estate that I 
gave you?^ ^^I have; and I find that theie has beeoy 
indeed, a greater number than on any preceding year 
since my return; but the aggregate of labour obtained is 
not increased, according to this other document, and, of 
course, the presumption is, firom the longer list of namea 
without a corresponding addition to.the work done in the 
fields^ that the people have been more unsettled, and run- 
ningy even more than formerly, fimn one place to another; 
the Barbadians did not remain long.** ^No; Brown found 
that they were doing thebr tasks in&monsly, much worse 
even than our own ging, and allowed them lo go away * 
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^Wdlin^iam had aboat forty exceQent people from that 
islaiid; thqrdiffiBrTery much it would appear.** ^^Iheard 
of a jnoprietor to keward, who imported upwards of a 
knndredy at a great ezpenae^ and, in consequence of the 
want of a oontracty they set off to another planter, and 
engaged themselves to him immediately.'* '^ Well I our 
rokn will say it is not their fault; the man knew that 
contrac ts entered into out of the Colony were not valid, 
and he should not have incurred the risk." ^^Pretty 
much like telling a man who narrowly escapes drownings 
and catches a severe cold by the ducking, that if he 
had drowned quietly, he would have escaped the other. 
Men who are driven to despair must brave risks and 
incur danger, to avoid the certain destruction that awaits 
them; it is too much for the Colonial Minister to expect 
that we are to succumb to his extinguisliing measures, 
without an effort to save ourselves.** ^^It is difficult to 
tell what they expect; one would ima^e, sometimes, 
that they regard us as the ancient Spaniards did the 
American aborigines — as an inferior race of men, who have 
not only no right to the privileges and immunities which 
are enjoyed by our countrymen of Europe, but are in- 
capable of feeling the injuries inflicted on us.** ^^Poor 
Brown seems to have lost heart altogether. He speaks 
finequently now of Australia; and he told me the other 
day, that if he would make up his mind to abandon this 
sinking ship, and begin the world in another hemisphere, 
there are a half dozen more of the best managers among 
us ready to go with him. Brown is looked up to by his 
dass, and they have confidence in his knowledge of the 
worid.** ''I cannot be so absurd as to blame him; eveiy 
man must do the best he can for himself; but I should 
feel his loss to be a serious additional evil to us.** ^ He 
cannot bring his mind to it. There is something so ex- 
traflfdinaiy in our position, to unconmion in the circum* 
stances of a whole community going headlong to ruin, 
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that one always inclines to believe it cannot last, and that 
the consummation, after all, will not take place.** ^Brown 
has a little monqr; advise him to have it safi^ lodged in 
En^andy George; he speaks more unreservedly to 700, 
but you may say I recommend the funds to hinii aa the 
safest investment — unless it be a mortgage on land-«*whidi 
would give him little interest** ^He has shares in the 
local bank; they are at a discount, and thus he is alreaid^ 
in fer a considerable loss, but the sooner he seDa oat, be- 
fore they fiJl lower, the better.** ^Decidedlj; who 
knows how soon a mob-driven government may devise 
another scheme, in fiivour of Manchester, at our ezpenae? 
We axe by no means certain that the present evilB, in- 
tolerable as they are, may be the last that our mleni are 
to inflict on us.** ^I shall tell him what you say, and I 
have no doubt that he will act on your suggesticms; your 
opinions go fiir in this quarter.** ^Ayel ayel Gocnge^ I 
am the richest of our unhappy order in this small district, 
and money always gives weight to the opinions of its 
possessor, wonderfully enhancing the value of thenu Pass 
a few years, and they will ^sometimes think,* as Sir Andrew 
Aguocheek did of himself, that 'I possess no more wit 
than other men.*** 

An ugly accident happened in the field two days ago. 
A man was bitten by a snake of the labari kind, while 
crossing an abandoned patch near to that in which the 
gang was at work. The poor fellow saw the reptile^ and 
was immediately aware that he had been wounded. At 
first, the pain was trifling, and he walked easily throo^ 
a trench, into the cane field, among the people^ to whom 
he told his mishap. They have all a wholesome dread of 
snakes, and a man was instantly despatched fer the doo> 
tor, who, by good luck, having been on the next estate^ 
was here very soon. I went with him to see the pa^ 
tient, and I shall not soon forget the appearance of the 
poor man. The limb was much swolleii, firam the foot 



IM 

iqnrards; two digbt msrica, Uke acntche^ bring vinbte 
above the incle. His eyes were saffbsed; and there vis 
tnieat\j a great detennination, as it is called, to the head^ 
fiw, while we were there, his nose began to bleed. He 
complained nmch of the pain along Uie Ic^ and thigh. 
Dr. BobertBon proceeded instantly to exdte the parts 
immediateljr adjoining the wounds, with the marlced poi^ 
tim itself; after which he prescribed fireqaent doses of 
hartsbom, in water. He Uien walked into my bonae, 
tbei« to remain till the crisis was over, vinting the man 
erery fifteen or twen^ minutes. Nothing can exceed 
the attention of medical men, generally, in this Colony; 
bat, I grieve to say, they are very badly supported by the 
Uack nunefl, who usually show much indifference regard- 
ing those under their care. The doctor had great appro* 
bensiona in this case. The labari is one of our worst 
snakes, scarcely second to the rattlesnake or bnabmaster, 
both of which are as venomous as any that are known. 

This is now the third day snce the accident oo- 
cuncd, and the swelling, which yesterday was really 
fiightfol to behold, has evidently decreased a litUe. He 
has no bleeding at tlie nose now, but his eyes have still 
that reddish tinge, and his features seem to be partially 
swdled. I think there is a alight wandering, too, in his 
answers to quesUons, probably the effect of fever, which 
has been severe. The wound looks well, the doctor says, 
but he is afraid of m<»tification, now that danger of in^ 
mediate death is over. The snakes of the C<dony are of 
many varieties, and, fortunately, by fiir the greater nnm> 
ber an harmless, especially those which are fireqoently 
seen near hoiuea. The labari, it is tme^ is somedmea 
fixind in m^aaa 1(^^ and even in outhouses, but not 
often;, while the rattlesnake always ahnna the hannta d 
maa. Some time ago, a large one was taken ont of a 
tnnch, behind this eatat«^ dead, and bron^t bona by 
dn witdunan w a caricsi^, fiom ita km; it was- the 
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lai^gest I ever saw, being about az feet long and of en- 
ormoos thickness. The head of this xepcSe is e^eciaDy 
ugly, being laige and flaty and protruding over the eyes. 
The Negroes beliere that it can bite with its tail, or shak 
shak, as they call the rattle^ which is just a pgolongatkn 
of the vertefane of the back| with very litUe cartilage^ 
loose and dry, so that when agitated by the motion of the 
tail it produces a sound very like (like, and yet so dif- 
ferent!) the song of the grasshopper, so much aung and 
admired by the ancient classic poets. 

The indiyidual reptile in question, when thrown out 
ficom the batteau in which Captain brou^t it, was 
soon surrounded by a groups and they all aToided the 
tail. When I saw this, I told one of them to cat off 
and give the appendage to me. A sort of shudder 
ran throng them, and, to complete their wonder and 
fear, I coolly took out my knife, and looped to cut 
off the rattle. ^Massal jrou known tha' snake? da shak 
shak snake; he can sham dead, hehl hehl Massa 
Niggal" were the expressions I heard around me as I de- 
tached the ^alarum,'' for such it is; the animal shaking 
its tail, when agitated, by a sort of instinct, probaUy de- 
signed by nature for the protection of the unwaiy intru- 
der on the dangerous creature. The Negroes all exclaimed 
against my rashness, for they had an impression among 
them that it was not dead, only ^making bdievo.'* 

From the circumstance of those fell monsters keq>ing 
generally a&r from man, accidents of the sorti have just 
mentioned are of rare occurrence. In feet, I do not at 
this moment recollect of another as having happened in 
this district. Depredations are frequently committed 
among the ducks of the estates, by a variety of the boa, 
peculiar to this part of America, called the camoeny, a 
snake that takes his prey, generally, in the water, under 
which he lurks, with his head up^ so as to observe without 
being observed; and when any aquatic fowl is discovered. 
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be steals upon and seizes it. They are of immense 
sise^ it is said, in some localities. The largest I have seen 
was twen^ feet long. It had jnst swallowed a mns- 
ooTj dock, which it seized in the middle of a numer- 
ous flock| raising sach a noise as brought one to the 
Mpoi, who saw the snake, and gaye the alarm. He 
was shot by repeated fusillades^ but not before he had 
gotten the duck into his gullet. The. Negroes are not 
afiraid of them, and they eat them with great gusto. 

This one was no sooner floating on the water, without 
much motion, than the man who owned the prey jumped 
in and attacked him with a knife, ripping up his throat and 
8tomach| where he found his property, only half way 
down, and whence he speedily extracted it In &ct, the 
jMTotuberance caused by the bird was yisible from the bank 
of the trench. Notwithstanding its great length, this 
reptfle was not thicker than a stout man's leg at the calf. 
They are darker than the boas of the East, but beauti- 
fully marked, also^ with a yariety of colours; black, white, 
and brown predominating. Indeed, I would say, from 
what I have seen, that the venomous snakes are the most 
lerolting in appearance. The blood snake is understood 
to be of this description, and it resembles, strongly, an 
enormous earth-worm, being just of that colour, and 
usually from four to six feet long. There is another sort, 
of a deep grass green hue, and of similar length; while 
the coral snake, from eighteen inches to three feet, glides 
along among the flowers and shrubs, near a house, in the 
gay colours of scarlet, black, and white, which characterise 
the substance firom which it takes its name. The whip 
snake is the most familiar with man, being generally found 
near houses. It is so named, from the resemblance it 
bean to the thong of a whip^ and is perfectly innocuous. 

Some years ago^ when in the Colony, and visiting a 
bachelor friend, who lived in a retired situation, I was 
one day reclining on a sofe, and reading the house being 
peifeclly stiDi and no person nearer than the kitchen, 
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when a snake of this variety moved so sQendy into tbe 
room, tBat he was in the middle of it befiae I was awars 
of his presence. He seemed to k)ok finr some thingi^ as 
if he Imew the^ shoold be there^ insects probably^ Ibr I 
observed him to pick up a spider. At kst he e^ied ms^ 
and, raising his head, in an instant was coiled i^ in- 
stinctivdji for defence, but immediately afterwaids^ when 
I got on my feet, he retreated with great eipedition below 
the sidebosrdi and contrived to ensconce himsdf ao be- 
tween it and the wally that it was only after detadiing it 
the servants were able to dislodge him. I would not 
permit them to kill hun| and thejr were both sollgr and 
surprised, when he ^ded rapidly down the outer a(ep% 
and on to the lawn, without being assailed by eveiy sort 
of offensive weapon that mi^t come to hand. This one 
was about five feet long. Lizards abound about dwellings 
of all sorts in the Colony, and move alon^ fireqmentljy 
with great confidence in presence of the inmates. 

In &ct, but for the number of reptiles of various 
sorts, the insect tribes of tropical rc^ons would soon be- 
come too numerous to be compatible with the oontempc^ 
raneous existence of man; but, unfortunately, we do not 
appreciate, as we ought, the wise distributicm which an 
all-knowing and all-seeing Providence has made, of di& 
fercnt creatures to preserve the balance of life, in its many 
varieties. There is nothing more wisely ordered in tlM 
world than the manner in which it is arranged that life 
shall prey upon life, and one dass of animals depend on 
another, inferior in strength, for the means of mxp^ 
porting existence. A species of small ant, which literally 
covers the ground, may be called the tiny scavenger of 
this country, as thqr pick up evexything firom the earth's 
surfeoe, of animal substance, which the collective strength 
of their myriads can cany o£ They are devoured by a 
laxcer variety of their own species, besides other insects 
ana small birds; and the larger ants themselves constittite 
a considerable portion of the food of all sorts of Awls and 



166 

reptfles. I have said animal substancesi but, in fact, no^ 
thing can lie on any part of a rar&ce, that enters into the 
oompodtion of the nmnerous articles which contribute to 
the support of our firame, if the small red ants are able to 
vemore it, either whoDy or by piecemeal; and as these 
Utile cieatores are not allowed to lie on the earth| but 
must hj down their lires to preserve in exbtence others 
whidi are a d^ree above them in the scale of creation, 
it fellows, that a groat deal of matter, which would be 
Bosioiis to life, as prodnctiTe of disease, is thus prevented 
fiom rotting on the ground. We see the same rule ob- 
served in insects and reptiles of a larger size, each varie^ 
prqring <m that which is below it in the scale; and, as- 
cending higher in the gradation of the animal kingdom, 
we have beasts and birds of prey to prevent the inordi- 
nate increase of living creatures; while vultures and 
ravens are provided to take off those from polluting the 
sur whidi have been doomed to a natural death ; and thus 
is the balance insured. 

The manner in which the carrion crow winds his game, 
throws completely into shade the powers of the dog. He 
maybe seen a&r off, a very speck, seemingly on the edge 
of a doud, but bearing steadily on against the wind; 
gradually he fellows up the scent, until he finds himself 
in the neighbourhood of the object; then, commencing a 
aeries of gyrations, which bring him nearer and nearer to 
the ground, he at last sweeps along over the trees, wheel- 
ing in graceful drdes near the spot, until he perceives 
the dead animaL In the course of an hour, scores will 
be congregated round the place, all drawn to it in the 
aame manner. Our laws protect those birds, and most 
properiy, fay imposing severe penalties on the destroyers 
of them; hence their feariess manner in the presence of 
those who introde on them, when they scarce^ give 
themselves the trouble to go out of the way. It is the 
enly variety of the vulture^ in so fiur as I have heard, that 
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is ever seen within the colttvated parts of the setttement; 
in the boshi are those of the tribe whidi are to be fimnd . 
in other parts of this continent, among the rest| one thai 
is called <<Ejng of the Vultores." 

JuLT, 1844. 

Rumours are afloat among oar friends in Enjf^and, 
that government have in contemplation a schemeof immn 
gration from those places where laboorers can be obtained, 
into the West Indies, not limited, as at present, to par- 
ticular localities, the people of which are fimnd to be 
useless here. The fince of circumstances should haive 
brought this about long ago, had there not been a power 
behind the scenes strong enough to balance the daims 
of reason and of justice. P^baUy the cotton lords will 
begin to apprehend that the state of the sugar coloiiie^ 
rendered unnustakable by the crops now steadily remain- 
ing at about half of those obtained in better times, must 
tell ultimately on the demand fi)r their goods. That they 
should have such fears is very probable, they being ao 
remarkably shrewd, and tenderiy alive to thor own in- 
terests. 

It is impossible almost that such men can fiul to per- 
ceive that the planters, in the aggregate^ are now sup- 
porting their estates by the capital possessed by them 
independently of their West Indian properties, or fay the 
little credit they enjoy. With half crops, and double 
expenditure in producing them, it cannot be otherwise; 
and it is just probable that our opponents begin to per- 
ceive that their policy is reacting on themselves, tar all 
the outlay on estates eventually go« into the pockets of 
tradesmen and manu&cturers in En^and, excepting only 
the value of some articles of provision and timber from 
America. The clothing of the population, salt meat^ 
butter,' &C., and almost every item consumed as imported 
fi)od (excepting salt fish), besides iron and copper in 
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eveij ferm used by the plantations in machinery and its 
wear and tear, boiling-coppers, stillsi &c« — all those come 
Ctam the mother comitiy. If the supplies are chiefly 
fiom omr own comitiy^ it fellows that as the work prospers 
which gires rise to the demand, so mnst the latter in- 
crease^ and vice vena. 

I have shown that if the estates cease to work, the cnr^ 
rat which ftimished the requisite supply of moneyi is cut 
off at the fountain, and there will soon thereafter be no per- 
son to buy a single article produced by the men of Man- 
chester and Birmingham, because there can be no export 
trade, and those political economists will admit that, with- 
out it, there can be no importation of goods. Probably 
they begin to find that in sacrificing us to Brazil, they 
but part with the substance while grasping the shadow. 
But this matter-of-£ict way of reasoning is almost too 
much to expect firom them. Although they be plodding 
men of business, they seem to be as wild on this subject as 
the ardent and imaginative Oeorge Canning, when he 
waved his hand in the House, and proclaimed that he had 
''called a new world into existence," in allusion to the 
treaties he had made wiUi the thinly-peopled, and distracted 
Bepublics of South America, which might foe called a 
world, with reference to their population, on the same 
principle that an inlet may be called a sea. This newly- 
discovered field for mercantile operations, led to results 
which showed that the statesman and the manu&cturer 
were alike ignorant of the wants and resources of the 
few thousand people, so pompously designated by the fer- 
mer, and should serve as a beacon to prevent the latter 
fiom again deluging places with their productions, whore 
they cannot possibly be consumed. 

The Liverpool merchants trading to Brazil, if they 
•nooeed in getting tlie reciprocity treaty between that 
empire and Great Britain, which they have exerted them- 
felves to ffocnre^ will most likely fell into that error 



160 

along with their ndghboars. K the day should aime 
(bat Heaven avert it) when dave-grown sugar is admit- 
ted on equal terms with our owni and the manu&ctures 
of England are received into Brazil on conditioiM equally 
dvourable, we must imagine that the quanti^ cf goods 
sent to that country would be, in acccnrdanoe with the 
statements put forth by the fiee-tradersi enormous. 

Notwithstanding the hdy which a reference to our ex- 
port tables at the custom-house should oonvinee them c^ 
they persist in believing that this trade, even now, is mora 
valuable than the West India, and nothing prevents it 
firom reaching a very extraordinary hei^t, but the ezdu- 
sion of the produce of BrazO. They would stiU have to 
compete with the cheaper labour of the continent of 
Europe, and the lower frei^t (rather important items in 
the expense of manufacturing goods, and the cost of trans- 
porting them to the market), even if they weie admitted 
into Brazilian ports on the terms of the most finvoured 
nation. There seems to be something like infatuation in 
those men who desire to see their country forego all the 
advantages she possesses over every other nation in her 
colonies, which constitute an almost ample field in them- 
selves for the legitimate operations of oommerce,and whidi 
they would part with for the uncertain chance of more ex- 
tended transactions with peoples with whom the common 
incidents of life may set us at variance; and, in event of 
a general war, our country, so essentially manufacturing 
and commercial, must be financially ruined, wanting her 
colonies. Whereas, did she foster the latter, and ke^ 
within bounds the inordinate ambition of Manchester, l^ 
refiraining firom injuring other interests to promote thoee 
of that town, trade and manu&ctures would be kept 
permanently in a healthy and prosperous state. YerOy, if 
at this time Great Britain destroys her colonial empire for 
the benefit of the manufacturer and the foreigner, she wjll 
realize the foble of the dog and shadow, and she will cot- 

Y 
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off her VaahSy and leave the helpless trunk to struggle in 
competition with those who are strengthened by her 
maiming, and who will not abate one jot of their own 
pecnliar advantagesi oat of love, gratitude, or compassion 
to her* 

Still the colonial routine goes on; men, apparently 
wearied of appealing to the justice of our imperial govern- 
ment, quietly await the accomplishment of their destiny 
without clamouring for relief. Nevertheless, the indi- 
vidual eneigy of the planters is as active as ever, few 
months passing without some new invention to diminish 
the necessi^ for manual labour; which, alasl turns out 
as fallacious as its hundred predecessors. I fear it will 
be found impracticable to work the land here otherwise 
than by the hand, unless some new mode of culture, com- 
prehending a different method of planting the cane, should 
be introduced, and all attempts to do so having hitherto 
fiuled, the case seems hopeless. 

Thorough dnuning, according to the method in use at 
home, has been spoken of; but who can afibrd twenty 
pounds an acre for that purpose, which would be the ex- 
pense^ according to the lowest calculation? And, after 
all, it is doubtful if the water would penetrate with suffi- 
cient celerity through our stiff soils, baked as they are in the 
sun. Doubtless, if once established, the advantage would 
be immense, both firom its direct operation on the soil, 
and its fecilitathig the use of the plough, by doing away 
with open drains. The difficulty would be in breaking 
and pulverising the ground sufficiently at first, to open 
up a passage for water to the bottom of the drain; but 
if this was once effected, the earth would most likely re- 
main in an open state, permitting fineely the passage of 
air and water, with a wide spreading of roots. There are 
som^ however, who think that the power of the sun is so 
great on the stiff day soils here, that very finequent 
toniing op would be required to keep them pcormeable to 
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fluids; and, as tho canes take at least twdvo montht to 
attain to matority, long before tliejr reached tliat staj^ 
thejr wpnld snfier from rain lodging on the iarfiu» of the 
ground* Abu fkottrum tanUu compomne UUt. lb is not 
likely to be tried. The day is gone past for ezpensife 
experiments. There is an existing sample of the extent 
to which the Colony did go in that way some yean ago^ 
in the canal excayator, a machine for digging and dean- 
ing trenchesy which| had it succeeded, would have been an 
immense acquisition; but as it is (a fidlure), it has cost 
the Colony XTyOOO at difierent times, and engaged the 
attention of the best engineers, without the slif^itesi ptoa- 
pect fioi9 of success. 

I have mentioned that my friend Wellingham arranged 
with his mortgagee, and obtained a letter guaranteeing 
him from being molested for two years. The time has 
expired, and it is not difficult to observe that, notwith- 
standing all their efforts they cannot keep up their spirits. 
Charles has been, according to the uniform account of 
his wife, constantly in the field, to secure as much as 
he could a proper discharge of du^ to the proprietor 
from his overpaid labourers. His &ther, always a shy, 
retiring, character, has become more so than ever, and, 
Grace tells me, shuns the society even of his best firiends. 
^Ib there any thing in pardcular that distresses him — 
any importunity from his creditors?^ I inquired of her. 
^No, I am sure there is not," relied she, ^but the lapse 
of two years without any amendment in our position, and, 
consequently, the more hopeless nature of our prospects, 
afiect him deeply." ^Are you sure that he has had no 
communication on the subject of his mortgage lately?^ 
^Quite sure; but he has little confidence in the continu- 
ance of this unmolested condition." ^I fear he is rij^t, 
my ^A. These are not times for crediton to be meici- 
fid," said I, sOTTowftdly, ^but yon are prepared for the 
worst There is nothing that can come unexpededly to 
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yaa." ^It is trae^ my fiilheri" said she calmlji ^Chailes 
and I could manage^ I belierei anywhere, bat| I confess, 
when I think of others, I am sometimes overcome." At 
that instant her eldest boy entered, uttering a joyful cry 
on seeing grandpapa, and running strai^t up to us. 
She seized him, and sobbed conyuLuTdy as she held him 
to her breasL I turned aside, under a bitter emotion 
that was new to me, for this was the first time that she 
had been overpowered so suddenly and completely in my 
presence. ^Ohr cried she, ^but for these little ones 
(she has two now) and their grandfather, how well could 
we bear up against the calamities of the times, and even 
the parting with you and the rest.** ''Calm yourself my 
duld,** taking her hand and tiying rather awkwardly, I 
fear, to appear cheerful, ''there is still hope." "Say not 
ao^ nqr dearest fioher, you do not fed that there is, and 
trust me^ even you have not thought more deeply on this 
subject than I have. There can be no hope for unfortu- 
nates in debt, under such awful drcumstances." 

She said this with composure, and with the air of one 
perfectly assured of the uncontrovertible nature of the 
fret she had stated. "My dear," continued I, "whilst I 
have anything, you cannot imagine you shall be destitute." 
"Say not that cither, my fitther," replied she gravely; 
"you have duties to otliers besides me, and neither 
Charles nor I will suffer you to sacrifice more on our ac- 
count in this hopeless struggle." "But let us not antici- 
pate matters; sufficient for the day, you know," said I, 
feeling that I could not stand this scene much longer, and 
getting on my feet "Where is papa, Johnnie?" said I 
to the child, by way of introducing something dse. He 
replied that papa was still in the field, and would not be 
home for one good hour. He is just beginning to speak 
intelli^bly. "Tell him when he comes in that he must 
not stand so much in the sun. Will you?" "Anyone 
win tdl him that in vain, as you know already. I see 



I\ 



178 

how it is with joo^ bat believe me, it is not thus I sm 
dften ; we are sUmt-hcartedi and not disposed to snpcmab 
under the evils of an advem woildy beBeve md, nj 
fioher," said she, with a smile. ^Keep jonndves so^ nj 
darlingi and it wiU be worth to yon nntold xiches; how 
manji in this vale of tean, are lost fiom want of ttpar 
nimi^i and fiom drawing at the ootset of life^ a too 
flattering pctnre of their future careerl Those sanguino 
dispositions sufiisr most severdy bj dis^tpointmoit* 
^And you fear Charles rather than me. YouseehowweQ 
I know youy and can interpret your thoughts. Buthkfeelp 
lings and his ideas are so good| and his judgment so sound 
that — ^ ^K he only gives the latter feb-^dayi" interupted 
I playfullyi to assist in getting her out of her present 
moody ^he has a chance of dcMUg some good.** ^Eqp^ 
dally when he has a ready counsellor in me,* reqwoded 
she, with rather a sad smOe, and added more grmvd^ — 
^It is indeed so. Charles is naturally impetuous in all 
his actions; but so long as he holds me in the same esti- 
mation as at present, and submits to my remonslr an ceSy 
lus ardent disposition is in his fitvour." On my way 
home I reflected on what had passed, and felt convinced 
that she was right in all she said, and especially in the 
last observation. 

They have resolved on going to Australia when the 
anticipated catastrophe occurs; but they scarcely v e n U ir e 
to sp^ on the subject with Mr. Wellinf^uun, althoo^ 
it is understood that he shall accompany them. A 
strangely constituted thing is woman I tender, weal^ 
easily agitated in affiiirs of trivial import, but when the 
wel&re and happiness of those she loves are at stake, what, 
to her^s, is the boasted fortitude of mani and here is a 
striking illustration of the &ct WeDin j^iam has been 
stmg^ing fer years with impending misfortune, and in- 
stead of soaring above when it apimMches the acme^ 
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he seems to be sinking under it; while his daughter-in- 
law, a young woman reared in the kp of luxuiyi with 
every wish gratified and every whim indulged, until after 
she has linked her fiite with that of the man to whom she 
had given herafiections, she finds that she must inevitably 
be overtaken by calamity; then firom the hidden stores of 
her mind are drawn forth those singular qualities which 
otherwise might have lain for ever dormant, and she 
stands finrward the prop and support of the family in 
whose fi>rtunes she has involved her own, cheering her 
husband and his fiuher in their heartlesS| because hop&- 
lesi^ occupation — ^voluntarfly depriving herself of every 
superfluous article that her sister, even yet, considers al>- 
solutely necessary, and devoting herself to dimimsh ex- 
penditure in each department of the household. It is 
even said, but she conceals it, that she makes dresses finr 
the gay labourers of the estate, at the ordinary price, and 
with the proceeds contrives to clothe hersdf and her chil- 
dren* 

Let any lady who is accustomed to have a carriage and 
servants at cinnmand, with that indescribable appendage, 
half servant, half confidant, a lady's maid, imagine such 
a change, and she will shudder at it; yet put her to the 
proof, in nine cases out of ten, if she deserves the name 
of woman, she will endeavour to act as my daughter does. 
Success will not always follow the efibrt, for such strength 
of mind is not common to either sex, although in my 
opinion that, as well as good intention, is much more 
general among womankind than the world believes. I 
am proud of my child, bet her case often overwhelms me 
with afiliction, which I am obliged to conceal firom my 
poor wife, whose mind is of a very difierent order finom 
hsr daughter's; and I fancy my youngest knows that I 
do not wish to discuss the state of afiairs, either here or 
at Wdlingham's. She is a lively, light-hearted creature, 
and I dare say the fiiture does not give her mudi uneasi- 
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new. It was only tho other duy that myirile hegm to 
think ^Onioo was boooming too domesticated; we unit 
try to prevent her from shutting hefsdf op with ller duU 
dren ISce an ordinaiy dowdy wife; she is really aborethit 
sort of thingi and should not give way to it." 
I see less now of Mr. Ridley. Wh^herhefedstbeim 
1 1 hand of adversi^ to be more heavy than heretofim^ I 
know not; but he sddom comes to the Fortone^ and mj 
visits to the Mount are rare, because he is not oAai to 
be found within the house. When I saw him last he 
was in his usual spirits, and manifesting that pecoKsr 
caustic disposition towards the powen that be^ wfaidi 
he delights in.'' ^ Well, neighbour, Scott qpeaks of a 
son of ^ntter darkness;" I presume our ruler, how- 
ever opposite it may be to his general cognomen, should 
be dignified with that appeOation, fer he seems as 
much in the dark as ever regarding the unhappy sub- 
jects of his absolute rule.'* ^Anjrthing new lately to 
provoke your ire against him?^ ^Nothing in particular, 
except his uniform opposition to eveiy thing that is likdy 
to benefit the planter; the immigration loan, for instance.* 
'^He objects to that as unfair, because the import duties 
being the most productive of our sources of revenue, and 
the mass of the population our chief consumers, the ex- 
pense of bringing poople io compete with themselves will 
fell on the labourers. This seems to be the view wfaidi 
the Colonial Minister takes of it" 

'^Doubtless; <like master like man,'" said Bidkj. 
^The idea is still uppermost that we are oppressing those 
people, by whom we are, in reality, grievously oppressed. 
Can there be a more striking illustration of the manner 
in which our remonstrances— our evidence before Parii*- 
mentarjr Committees — the felling off in our crops— and 
the uni versally known feet that we are pr ogressing rapidly 
in the career of ruin — ara received, when they dimitly 
contradict the assertions of our enemies. The antMolO 
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nial party object to immigration) because it would injure 
the present population; the evangelical section declaring 
that a flood of barbarism so imported would throw back 
the people into their former condition of savages; and the 
rest roundly asserting that it would reduce the rate of 
wages^ thus avowing their feeling of unquenchable hosti- 
lity to the hapless planters, who, they knoW| cannot main- 
tain themselves if condemned permanently to the present 
monstrous expenditure.'* ^Not only do they so think 
and act, I verily believe, in perfect consciousness of the 
calamitous effects of their policy on the Whites of the 
colonies, but in utter ignorance of the baneful evils 
resulting from it now to the happiness of those whom 
they profess to support and protect. I do not think they 
are aware of the moral disorganization which has prevailed 
within the last few years among the West India No* 
groes, because I have not seen it stated either in Parlia- 
ment or dsewhore— yet the fiict is undeniable.** ''It may 
not be worse, for ought I know, than the profligacy that 
exists in the cities of England, which is extensive enough; 
but yet many of the good old ladies, who think they are 
upholding a well-behaved and moral population, would 
be conaderably shocked by some disclosures I could make 
to them." 

''Nay, Ridley, you are slandering our country. Un- 
kind, oppressive, she may be, but she is still our country, 
and, to do her justice, she has none, saving among her most 
abandoned, so lost to propriety as our demoralized people 
generally.** "And what is it owing to^ but the want of pro* 
per restraint?** "Undoubtedly; the want of restraint on 
grown up children, and the means we contribute, in high 
wages easily earned, to the fostering of their vicious pa^ 
flions and propensities by their gratification. I have not 
learned that this feet is known in England; butitshonldbe 
sent abroad universally, that one of the chief evils of the 
present destructive system is its oflbct on the customs and 
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habits of the labooriiig classes. A few yean ago the 
oondnct of these people was modi more correct than at 
present, I would say up to the year 1888> because disj 
were under some mlntaiy control; now, tlrajr cave not 
for the laws of Grod| nor those of man, in the int e t euuts e 
of the sexes. And crime is becomings eveiy year, mote 
preralent. Murder, which was fenneriy of rare oocnv- 
rence, is now coounitted fieqnently, and, in nine cases 
oat often, in consequence of quarids concerning women.* 
^ A very shocking one happened lately, when a wife con- 
spired with two gallants to destroy her husband; staD, 
that is a crime by no means uncommon in Rngland/* 
^Nevertheless, what I said is inc on trovertible. Until 
within a recent period, there was not a trial fer murder 
in our province above once, perhaps, in ten years; now, 
I am sure, we have one every year, and other atrocioaa 
ofiences against the laws, especially outrages on defence- 
less females, and female children, are alarmingly frequent. 
It is no palliation to say there are persons as bad in Great 
Britain, when the question is, whether the people we speak 
of have not been brought to thdr present condition by 
the ameliorating measures of the imperial government, 
whose intention certainly it was not to reduce them to 
the state of the vilest in the mother countiy?^ ^Thoy 
are no worse than when they came here, they, or their 
parents." ^Worsel my firiendl that is not the questicm; 
we condemned the clergy, twenty years ago^ for joining 
men and women together in matrimony, who understood 
nothing regarding it, except that it was the buckra feshion 
accordingto which a man took awife, with a little more cer^ 
mony than themselves, but nothing else, for they could not 
be made to understand the solemn and indissoluble nature 
of the tie. There were some with intelligence sufSdent to 
comprehend the nature of its obligations, but a small min- 
ority. The representationsof the planters were exclaimed 
against as intolerable tyranny,and the good peopleathome^ 
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judgingy as th<^ always do^ by what they see around them- 
selves decided that marriage would improve the Negroes, 
•8 it did the yoong men of their acquaintance, and the 
deigymen were stimulated to marty them all as &st as 
they posribly could. Well might tiiey ask, at sight of 
the candidates for admission into the holy state, with the 
melancholy Jacques, 'is there another flood toward that 
so many strange couples move hither I' Few of them 
were bound long ere the cord was dreadfiilly stretched, if 
not virtually broken; but, after all, they had got over the 
worst stage in their transition to good behaviour, and the 
marriages solemnized during the apprenticeship were much 
more generally productive of union and concord between 
the parties than those which were entered into ten or 
twelve years previously; in fact, until they had money 
tor all purposes, without reason to manage it properly, 
and time enough besides for any amusement, this improve- 
ment continued; now, as you say, they are &st approach- 
ing to the pristine custom of their African wilds.** 

^I believe," replied Mr. Ridley, ''that their propen- 
nties are yet those of a semi-civilized people; it is an 
old saying that we should not expect to find an old head 
on young shoulders.** "True! but that is exactly what 
has been assumed in legislating for our population; laws 
and institutions adapted to an advanced stage of civilizar 
tion, are those which have been prematurely imposed on 
it. In point of fact, the children of England are just as 
able to understand and keep our laws.** ''I must say 
the clergy of all sorts are zealous and active; no blame 
can be attached to them.** ''Certainly not; but when they 
see 'the nlken path of dalliance* open to them on one 
hand, and the rough and thorny one of uprightness on 
the other, is it to be wondered at if such people prefer the 
former, there being no compelling power strong enough 
to keep them on the latter, and the selection being with 
them.** ''It is of a piece with the rest Everything ccm- 



179 

nected with us aoems now to suffer under the extnoidi- 
nary poliqr the government have adopted towazdi the 
colonies, which is to raise up one class at the eipense of 
another.** ^And without being soflSdentljr acquainted 
with that which thej want to fitvoor. Now, Bidleji 70a 
have lived from bc^hood here, and no man knows the 
people better, — tdl me frankly — ^we are alone— have jon 
any hopes of the ftitiire?^ He stared hr a moment, like 
one who had suddenly presented to him a fii^^tful figure 
which he feared to lods on, yet was obliged to contem- 
plate. ^My dear friend,** said he at last, with a dg^ ^I 
am afraid to answer your question, it is one that I tremble 
to answer, even to myself, yet it will fince itself on us all, 
and I doubt if nine-tenths of the planters are not precisely 
thinking with us at this moment, though not aloud, as we 
are. I have no hope fer the fixture, Mr. Ptemiumr said 
he, with a solemnity which was striking in one of his 
generally checrfiil humour; ^have you any hopes of re- 
turning prosperity?** ^Scarcely now,** was my reply; 
^I believe it is still within the power of legislation to save 
us, but it must be by almost colonising the province. The 
present body of labourers have been allowed their own 
way too long to constitute hereafter a regulariy industrious 
people. But will any attempt be made? it is therein lurka 
theeviL I despair of the disposition to legislate eflfectually, 
fiiUy as much as in the effect of any measure likely to be 
brought forward, judging from what we 
^It is a sad world,** said Ridley, with a manner 
changed, and in a sunk voice. ^I may bless God now 
that I have no children, how often have I regretted it 
beferel but, at my age, to begin the world anew, is in- 
deed a hardship which, until within the last twdve 
months, I did not believe should ever fall to my loC Thera 
are only too many of us, however, and when a misfortune 
is general, individuals, they say, feel it less* I never lost 
heart till a fow months ago^ and really thought that your 
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fiirebodingB were oonstitational, and there are still many 
sanguine persons who talk of former bad times being fol- 
lowed by good onesi and sach common-place methods of 
consolation as are pecoliar to those who cannot think.^ 
^Not that alone^ my fiiend, but, believe me, many a clever 
man among us practises a sort of selfnleoeptiony bdng 
afraid to look steadily at the prospect his own mminations 
would present to him. And when sach a man meets with 
another of similar opinions, they talk each other into bet- 
ter spirits, and their wishes are fiithers to many a strange 
thought.'* ''It is too tme; my own drde of acquaintances 
can famish examples of such character. Even the majority 
of planters are still eagerly grasping at each new inven- 
tion, although experience might have lessened their fidth 
in all such; the rooms of the Agricultural Society are 
filled with plans and models.** ''Yes, many greedy pro- 
jectors have pr^ed on us in our distress; the most absurd 
schemes have been grasped at, as drowning people catch 
at straws; yet our enemies coolly assert that we are averse 
to improvement!" "Let them inquire into the number 
tried within the last ten years; it has been the custom to 
calumniate the planter in every way, and, among other 
assertions advanced, to insist that the mode of culture and 
manufacture were so rude as to disgrace civUized people. 
If they saw our cane-fidds, they might be satisfied; with 
regard to the manufacture of sugar, it is very singular 
that, although scores of new methods have been tried, at 
enormous expense, there is jet litde comparative improve- 
ment. I believe the soil has more to do with the quali^ 
of sugar than is generally admitted, and that a process 
like refining is required to do away with the peculiari^. 
But there cannot be a more beautiful specimen of skilful 
cultivation than a cane-field here, when the work has been 
properiy performed, at the right time— as they were seen, 
in fact, in former times. I cannot perceive how they are 
to alter the mode without the ptougfa, and, I fear, U will 
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never do here." ^I cannot see how it would wori^ when 
80 many open draina are in^penaaUe.** « And, under 
draining being oat of the qnestion ererjr way." 

^I have not inquired for aome time whether your gang 
has improved in any measore; in fiict, the question is 
idle." ^It is indeed. I have been constantly with theai| 
as you know; but what is to be expected fiom the most 
attentive and diligent manager, with all the overseen he 
can afibrd to keep, when every two labourers require a 
superintendent to themselves; they are altogether incoc^ 
rigible, and I find that standing over them^ except vdiile 
it lasts (and, as I said, wo can't have a man for eadi)| 
does no good whatever, for the m<nnent after you have 
left one to go to another, the former resumes his M couiie 
with increased zest; it is an evil that nothing but compe- 
tition can remove.'' ^I hear exactly the same account 
from all quarters. What a blessing now is a soil of the 
first qualityl On the Courabana coast the large estates 
are still making a tolerable return, thou^ not much moce 
than a tithe of their former incomes; land that will ^ve 
two hhds. per acre, under the present tillage, must be the 
richest, almost, in the world, jret, it is said, there ia such." 
^I met the proprietor of one of those estates when I was 
last in town, and he assured me that he had his rum dear, 
the crop of sugar, nearly 700 hds., paying the whole ex- 
penditure—a veiy handsome revenuel" ^Assuredly it is^ 
and I suppose there may be nearly a score of such plan- 
tations in our province out of the 800 that we possess." 
^ About that number. I do not believe there is a small 
estate now with a net revenue; I mean by 'small,' under 
800 hhds." ''It is barely possible." 

From that day, my firiend Ridley had to me an altered 
appearance, but he did not shun confidential c onver s ati on 
as before, excepting^ neverthdeas, ^yy^ffftrpirg his own at 
fiurs. It is whispered in Georgetown that he has already 
been forced to apply to the banks. He was always a 



182 

man high in character, both as a planter and an iudivi- 
doaly but it was nndorstood that his estate constitated his 
sole fortune, excepting, perhaps, a small som deposited 
somewhere, which, it is evident, is now exhausted. Greoige 
tdls me that the N^roes observed for some time that he 
was altered, — not so brisk in the field, and quieter every 
way; but, added Greoige, '^they will say the same of every 
proprietor now, for they are all under the same baneful 
influence, with few exceptions." It is quite dear that, 
however well eveiy man wishes to keep up appearances, 
the state of affairs produces its never-failing effect of de- 
predating property — estates which have been sold during 
the current year having fetched prices fully 50 per cent, 
bdow those of 1840. One estate which was sold in 1839 
(the Thomas) for £20,000, has been again sold this year 
for £8000. All the sales, in fact, and there are several, 
manifest neariy the same foiling off in value, thus silenUy 
dedaring the operation of our new sjrstem to be surely 
and progressivdy destructive of proper^. Individual 
planters, to preserve their credit, the only means lefk to 
them of maintaining estates, are obliged to bo silent and 
reserved, but each man feds his position the more acutdy ; 
and those who are creditors, not having the same reason 
to be extremely discreet, let hints drop occasionally which 
give our small community to understand how quietiy and 
insensibly the wealth of the Colony is dwindling away. 
I speak here, of course, of those who constitute the com- 
munis of Georgetown, for, in the rural district, among 
the sufierers themsdves, eveiy man has his '^silent sor- 
row," and, by means of it, he guesses at the condition of 
his neighbours. 

There can be no sign more unequivocal than the result 
of public sales as to the opinion prevailing among the 
monied men, who are chiefly merchants; neverthdess, the 
strange ignorance, which I have abeady mentioned as 
existuig among certain descriptions of people, does some* 
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timeSi thongli rarely, manifest itself in the pmchase of a 
plantatioui which is thought a vast acq[wisition, ftr the 
first month or so^ nntil the IncUess pordiaser disoofen 
that it woold be dear as a present, supposing he was boond 
to keep it up. Some radi specoIaUnn of this sort hafe 
snfiered raj^dly and severely, eren to rain, alieady, 
tempted by the apparently low prices of plantations. 
They cannot understand, it woold seem, that an estate 
now requires a connderable floating capital to wori^ it, 
by paying wages, and other current expenses. 

The merchants, whose accounts were formerly settled 
once a year, have been compelled to shorten credits^ and 
present them every three months. Thns^ unless a man 
has the command of money, he cannot get on smoothly, 
for on no estate are the canes ready t6r cutting in such 
regular succession, as to keep the proprietor in cash, even 
supposing the value of the crop to be equal in amount to 
the expenses. A man may thus say now, with great 
propriety, that he would not accept of many estates as 
gifts, on condition that they should bo cultivated under 
any circumstances. Such a condition of plantations, eadi 
worth, in former times, half a plumb, it is not easy to 
comprehend, without a little practical denumstration; and 
several have paid dearly for the experience. One man 
bought an estate for £5000, formeriy valued at £30,000 
— ^thought he had a wonderful bargain — and in two years 
was brought to a suspension of payments. 

lii Januabt, 1845. 



These is so little of novdty, and so much of i 
in the circumstances of the Colony and of myself that the 
task of recording them becomes necessarityiricBome^eq^e* 
dally when there is nothing in the prospect particnlariy 
inviting^ save the probability of immigration firam India. 
Doubtless, were we assured that this would take plaoe^ 
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oar spirits would be laised; but while only reports are 
drenlated by newspapers, we haye nothing to rely on bat 
the fiict of oar loan being allowed| which certainly implies 
an intention on the part of oar colonial government to 
grant a gradoas permission for its expenditare. Mean- 
timey the roatine of plantation daty goes on in the same 
hopelessy profitless manner. This month, the yeai^s loss 
is ascertained to be nearly that of 1843. I do not learn 
that there is any considerable difierence in the crops of 
my neighbonrs. Things move on in the same steady 
downward coarse. In order to avmd reiteration of par- 
ticolar losses, and cases of special distress, I shall set down 
an incident, illastrating the habits of oar Aborigines, 
which occarred lately, bat which we only heard of to-day. 
I find that this discnssive sort of writing, when I sit down 
to my Journal oppressed with care, has the efiect of re- 
lieving me. 

Some fiunilies of Indians, forming a small tribe, at no 
great distance firom as, have been in the practice of call- 
ing here on their periodical visits to Georgetown, with 
parrots, hammocks, and toys of various sorts which they 
take to market, and which, as being of their manufacture, 
meet with a ready sale. One of those families consisted 
of aman, his wife, and two children, and one of the latter 
was a remarkably fine boy of seven or eight years old, with 
more of fire andintelligence inhiscountenance than belongs 
generally to the Indians of this continent. He thus be- 
came a fiivourite with us all, and the party never took 
leave without some substantial gifts, in which Willie, as 
we had christened him, shared beyond his legitimate 
claims. After a longer absence than usual, the tribe 
called one day, and this interesting child was immediately 
missed firom the group. The fiither, on being question^ 
regarding him, merely shook his head, while the mother 
tamed away, and also remained silent We were struck 
with oonoeni, for we oerodved that the boy had died in 
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Bome sadden and nneipected manner. No JiKpiiriei^ 
howerer, oonld elicit farther information; and it was only 
this moming^after a lapse of some weeks, that we learned 
the fiite of the poor boy from the postholder whose xesi- 
dence is in their nei^booihood. The stoiy he told, and 
which he said he had learned from other Indians of the 
district, was this. An ande of the child had qoandkd 
with a man belonging to a separate tribe of the same 
great dan; and, in parsoance ct the cowardly castom 
prevalent among them, shot him from behind a tree, with 
an arrow dipped in woorali poison. His death, of coarse^ 
was instantaneoos; and the morderer fled. The ddest 
son of the safferer looked roand for ayicdm, and in doing 
so^ had proper regard to his own immediate safo^, fi^t^ 
ing being their abhorrence in general; and his eye one 
evening foU on this boy, the nephew of him who had 
killed his fitther, standing with liis little sister on the 
river bank. He strack him to the groand with a Uow 
of his dab, and then threw him into the stream, from 
whence he never came back. The other little one would 
have shared the same fate, had a noise behind not startled 
the man, who fled bom the spot forthwith. They most 
have blood for blood— ^death for a deadly deed." In 
this respect, they are like Uio nations of Earope in thdr 
rader state, our Saxon ancestors among the rest; bat the 
fond is managed difierently, for the latter went openly to 
battle to vindicate their injaries and avenge immdated 
relatives; while the former, eqaally impressed with the 
absolato necessity of having a victim sacrificed, never 
think of another method than private assassination. 

JuLT, 1845. 

LoOKiKG back into this Joamal, I find I have, ona^ 
coantably, taken no notice of Peersscheme of sagar daties^ 
and the admission of foreign fifoe-labonr prodnoe at lo- 

8a 
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daced rates into Britain. The fact ia^ this measure pro- 
duced no great impression on the planters; for if they 
were to be benefited hj a reduction of imports and 
increased oonsumptiony this was to be balanced by im- 
portations firom Java and other places to supply the 
increased demand. No visible eflfect has yet been per- 
ceived firom the operation of this act, and it has been 
little r^;arded. Men groaning beneath the weight of 
many gUmea^ do not feel the addition of a few pounds. 
Evils, whidi would have been felt fimneriy as severe, are 
now, under tlie predominance of a single crushing one, 
passed bjr unheeded. The rumours regarding immigrar 
lion firann India, are now more and more feasible, so that 
they are generally believed, and men are speculating 
variously, according to temperament, experience, and the 
infiirmation they possess, on the fitness of the Coolies for 
the operations of our plantations. Turn out as they may, 
thqr afford a chance of increasing the supply of labour, 
and therefore come within the range of those legitimate 
expedients, few as they are, which the instinct of selfrpre- 
servation prompts us to tiy. 

January, 1846. 

GfiORGE has presented his annual abstract of accounts, 
and there are still the same fearful figures staring con- 
spicuously against me. There is some singularity in the 
little variety that exists in the yearly drain on my capital, 
as it varies only a few hundred pounds, never exceeding 
£2000, or going bolow £1500. It is evident that the 
field operations, and the weather, as well as prices, con- 
tinue without considerable alteration. I have not benefited 
much by the village of small proprietors oa my estate; 
the veiy idea, probably, of its being expected that they 
would prefer thb place^ as nearest, causes them to go 
fiurther. Still, there are some who work regulariy. It 
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18 to be remarked that thoae who have bou^t land wen 
previously among the most indnatrioiify baft, it maj be^ 
becaiue thqr had that object in yiew. Some of them 
continue to be so^ others work hj starts^ like the bulk of 
our labourers. 

Those who are to be depended on as tolerably steady 
(but a small proportion, it must be allowed)| have usuaDy 
something in view, for which money is necessary, beyond 
the mere demands caused by dissipated habitS| and when 
they have acquired this, the natural diqpoeiticm too fire- 
quently manifests itself. There are very few who work 
industriously for several years— who have, in fiict, been 
continuously and regulariy at work since 1838. Any 
addition my field list has received fiR>m the village^ has 
been balanced by those who have left the estate, many of 
my cottages being empty. David says they have removed 
to go nearer Georgetown. 

Things move on in their downward progress. Nothing 
thrives but the Negro population, and they will ultimatdy, 
I think, be ^lords of all.** The landed proper^ already 
acquired by them is considerable, although Uiey have not 
got so for as to purchase entire plantations, except to be 
divided into lots among themselves, yet they have begun 
to rent estates or fields. They have not succeeded, 
hitherto, in these undertakings, although they have met 
vrith every encouragement fiN>m the proprietors, who 
would be rejoiced to discover that their*eneigies could be 
called forth in this manner. The same besetting evils 
adhere to them — ^want of forethought and steadiness, and 
the inclination to provide only for ^e passing day. Thus^ 
they cannot look forward to the lapse of a wh<de year, 
before they can reap the firuits of their labour in the sugar 
crop. They say they will die befixre the time arrives, and 
so woA for nothing. They have no ccmsideration for 
heirs and successors. 

There is little doubt now that the imperial government 
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have become alarmed by our oonditioii| and that extensive 
operations, in immigration from India, will take place 
next year, under their auspices. Opinions are still divided 
r^anling the Coolies, but, if they do not cost too much 
in bringing they must be an acquisition; everything will 
hinge on the expense of passage, in relation to their phy- 
sical power. The immigration loan of £500,000, secured 
on the colonial revenues, having been permitted by go- 
vernment, the ordinance has been passed by our Court 
<»f Policy. Ships have been taken up in England for 
Calcutta, and in March we may expect the first batch of 
these new people. Another method is to be adopted also 
with the natives of Madeira, which has been suggested by 
the urgent demand for labourers; with this, however, the 
mnthcMities have nothing to do. The planters, rendered 
desperate, resolved to try them again, and have imported 
them at their own expense, or are about to do so^ on the 
understanding that they shall enter into contracts when 
they reach the Colony. In this manner they hope to 
evade the law of contract, though at considerable zisk* 
but those who have arrived (who are not many) have 
readfly entered into written agreements, not only to i^ 
mam fer a certain fixed period, but untQ they have paid 
the money advanced for their passage. A great many 
are expected on those conditions during the cunent year 

and hopes are entertained that in this second trial they will 
agree better with the dimate. Wellingham is still floinir 

on, his mortgagee keeping off, it is behoved, like aS do 
rest, on account of the fc)w pfioe of knded pxt)perty. 

July, 1846. 
v^f^'^^^^T^'*"^!''^**^ 6odp««per 

lil for it IS onr imhr TOHt^i^i*^^ ^1 « . . r*^lf^ 
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unturned, I have embarked deeply in this species of qpe- 
culation. Besides one hundred IndianSy who are now 
located on the Fortune, I expect fifty Portogaese fiom 
Madeira in a month. To accommodate these stranger^ 
I have been under the necessi^ of building a new range 
of cottages, of suitable dimensions, and the cost has dipped 
deep into my remaining funds. The law, yerj properfy, 
requires that those dweUings shall be inspected by the 
stipendiary magistrate, before the people enter them, and 
that a certificate of their ample accommodation, and also 
of the proper drainage, and other local dicumstances, 
implying a salubrious locality, shall be granted by that 
functionary before the Governor awards the immigrants 
to the estate. And no planter can obtain them unless he 
employs regularly a medical attendant, properly qualified, 
by diploma, and there is an hospital, with the proper 
nurses and attendants kept up fi^r them. I was fertunate 
in getting mine, scarcely any of my neighbours having 
yet been so lucky. Mr. Brown has been brisker since, 
but he is sadly busied by the Coolies. They have 
all sirdars, who are geneially interpreters. One of our 
sirdars seems to bo a man of some education ; he writes 
well, and speaks several Oriental languages, and also 
English. He was (he says) a sort of teacher at Cal- 
cutta. Brown suspects him to be a great rogue, why, 
does not appear. It is evident that he has great influence 
with them all. They have only been here a few weeks, 
and have scarcely settled to their work. Indeed, they 
seem too fond of parading about in their long^ flowing^ 
white or party-coloured garments. 

In their general appearance, they offer a contrast to 
the Negroes, the latter being stoutly formed, while they 
are rather slender, and evidently inferior in muscular 
strength. They are very polito in their mannen^ the 
salaam with the hand to the head, in oriental ftshioDy 
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bdng always ready. In a tern monthsy we shall be able 
to speak of their qualities^as labourers. 

The Colony is now on the ^ict nwe* The planters 
breathe more freely; and hope, fi>r years a stranger 
among os^ is again illuminating the bronzed faces of oar 
• koken-hearted agriculturists. Truly^ the effect is some- 
what ludicrous, fin: every one is anxious to believe ihat 
cmr prospects are improvingy while, at the same time, ex- 
perience teQs all, that they are to have no faith in aught 
which comes from the colonial office. **Timeo Danaoi 
€t dona ferenUa^ quotes a thinking and cautious man. 
^Ohl** cries another, ^this is what we have always wanted 
•^-copious immigralion.'' ^Ayl** says a third| '^but it 
is rather too far to the east; count the cost ere you begin 
to 'fleer and rub the elbow.*" It ends generally, how- 
ever, in the way that may be expected when self-interest 
is at stake, with an elevation <^ spirits, in consequence of 
expressions arising out of tlie wish that it may be so* It 
is wonderful how easily most men are gulled by them- 
selves. The fact is notorious, that if aman tells afi&bulous 
tale, three or fi>ur times, he inclines to believe it, although 
he was the fiibricator, simply because he has been induc- 
ed, in order to give it moi^ interest, to represent it as 
true. How much more easy is it, then, fi>r those who are 
hunying on to ruin, to teach themselves that any new 
measure is to save them, although their calm judgment 
repudiates the belief. 

Mr. Brown is one of those who have the most extraor- 
dinaiy expectations from our fresh importations, and he 
spares no labour or expense to make them comfi>rtable in 
their new c ouniry. In this he is cheerfully backed by 
me^ and also in a frequent inspection of their houses and 
1m p wwr Miu g artides easenitial to their comfixrt, the cost of 
- u l i Mi is fffntX, and wiU never be repaid, except in the 
^*^JR1P4 dhat «a the Colony. Brown had tried every 

^ bodi in culture and maau&cture^ 
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without eflbct, tlie quality of the sugar being lOoe the 
quanti^, very little improved bj them. Li the last es- 
periment of manaringi he had been so far feftmiatit as to 
obtain an addition to the crop^ irfiich, after paying the 
expense of canjring the article ont, and scattering it on 
the field, gave an increased retom of about six doOan per 
acre f 25s.)| which decided him on using all the dung and 
ashesy together with rotten megassy which could be ob- 
tained by simply lifting them from where they Isyi and 
depositing them on the cane roots. The small letum 
will show that the additional cn^ would not pay tat 
making composts, or buying manure. 

Mr. Ridley has contrived to get credit finr twenty or 
thir^ Portuguesci who are to bo brou^t to him by the 
same ship that brings mine. It is, in fiict, a mercantile 
speculation. The merclumt makes arrangements with 
planters, before he despatches his vessd to Madeira^ so 
that when the latter arrives here, her passengers are 
taken off immediately, and indentured to Uieir l espectifo 
estates, the merchant being reimbursed the whole eoqpenses 
by the proprietor who ge^c the people. 

Skptembeb, 1846. 

We have now, indeed, received the eo>ig> de grace. 
The sugar-du^ bill of July last will remain on the pages 
of BritiBh history as a blot indelibly stamped, which the 
brightest deeds of former and of after times may gild, but 
never efiace. Poster!^ will read of the zeal with which 
a whole nation, actuated by the noblest and most philan- 
thropic motives, prosecuted the emancipation of our slaves^ 
even at the risk of injuring, to a ruinous extent, the un- 
fortunate holders of such property, bought under the 
national guarantee; every consideration seeming to be 
overlooked, in the two years preceding 1833^ but the 
attainment of that great object; der^^men preadiing 
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firam the pulpit with eyes swimming in tears — field 
preachen ranting in by-waySi ontfl their excited imagin- 
ations lereDed in scenes of cmel^ and bloodshed, the 
description of whidi carried their audiences beyond the 
bounds of reason ; in short, since the days of Peter the 
Hermit, and the crusades against heathenism, never was 
incfa enthusiasm displayed in any cause. Posteri^, 
perusing all this in the enduring Tolume of the historian, 
will turn over a veiy few leaves, and while yet glowing 
with the noble and patriotic ardour which a perusal of 
the glorious example set by our country to the world has 
excited, shall read, that Great Britain resolved to en- 
oourige slavery, and the Afirican slave-trade, because by 
so doing she will get sugar cheaper by three-ferthings 
per poundl for that is the amount, according to the most 
accurate calculation, which will bo saved by tlie consumer 
after the article has passed through the hands of broker, 
wholesale grocer, and retail grocer, who must all have 
their profits, and with whom the lion's share of the advan- 
tage will remain — and so reading, a blush, the burning 
blush of sluune, shall supplant the glow of patriotism on tho 
cheeks of our children's children. What is to bo done now? 
Tlie firightftd anticipation is realized. Our enemies havo 
done their worst — ^why, what can we do? "They havo 
tied us to the stake;" and, "bear-like, we must fight it 
out" or perish. The question is still the same— shall we 
yet bear up against tiiis mountainous burthen, so atro- 
donsly heaped on to destroy us? or shall we, indeed, end 
our career of hopeless exertion, by withdrawing from the 
wasted, destruction-doomed fields of our inheritance? 
Alas! the fact seems glaring — ^the truth clear as the sun 
at noon; but who, among our hundreds, can so wind up 
xeaolution as to leave those possessions, in better times the 
soorbe of wealth and of happiness, while aught is left, and 
flin^ as it were, all that remains to him of worldly goods, 
to the demons of our wilderness, the jaguar and the seiw 
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pent for a habitation? not onel The strng^e will be 
continued till, one .by one^ our destiny be aooompliabed, 
and the creditor, himself pcrhape to mn the same oonrse, 
has sdzed on the last fiurthing. 

It is said that the worm will turn when trodden on. 
Let not nations wonder at rebellion^ when the most 
patient dmdges of humanity, worn out by long suflbrinf^ 
and goaded to madness by wanton cruelty rush to arms. 
I never folt before so moved by indignation — never be- 
fore believed that a great empire, calling itself the cham- 
pion and supporter of fireedom and (sf the weak, could 
thus trample under foot the rights of both, adding^ at the 
same time, to those monstrous injuries, a scornful disre- 
gard of the feelings, as well as the almost suppliant-like 
remonstrances of the colonists. I defy the most laborious 
and indefatigable searcher for precedents, to find, in the 
histoiy of the world, a case of more cruel oppression, or 
any rebellion which was based on better grounds. Wbat 
was the taxation of America to this? tlie seizure of a 
fraction of property, in comparison witli the confiscation 
of tlie whole! But I am not trying to stir any ono to 
mutiny. Our bitter and powerful enemies know as well 
as we do, tliat such would indeed be absurd; and the 
ministers who cony their tyrannical and devastating 
policy into effixrt, are also fully aware of our utter help- 
lessness; were it otherwise, our treatment would be far 
difierent. Men may learn finom our fate, what the weak 
have to exp^t under the prevalence of the democratic 
principle, and the administration of a mob-ruled govern- 
ment. 

My follow-sufierers are so elated by the prospect of 
getting labour, that they seem to overlook this new cala- 
mity. This is natural. For many years, the want of it 
has been before their eya as their greatest evil, and the 
chance of its being removed, obscures or throws into the 
shade a misfortune of equal magnitude. 

8b 
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^My choler being oveil>lowiiy^ like the good Duke 
Hiiinphrey'8i by a ^walk round the qnadrangle^" I am en- 
abled to lesome my pen for the purpose of committing 
to paper my opinions on the position in which the sugar 
colonies are placed by this new act of aggression^ I trust 
dispassionately^ but it is almost impossible to think deeply 
under such circumstances^ without becoming much ex- 
dted. To expect coolness finom a planter in our sad 
sitnationy is like looking for smiles and a cheerful aspect 
in one at whose head the pistol of the robber is held, 
while his pockets are undergoing the process of evacua- 
tion. 

The first feeUng by which we are actuated, after the 
stunning eflbct of such intelligence has subsided, is that 
of surprise. We cannot imagine upon what grounds the 
wisdom of parliament has deliberately adopted a course 
which must destroy the colonics. We lose si^t for the 
moment, and in presence of the fcarfol reality, of those 
apprehensions we entertained previously, and which arose 
out of the dangerously increasing power of our enemies. 
We had contemplated the movements of the party with 
dread, but it was a terror akin to that which men have 
of death, and we flattered ourselves that the time was yet 
dirtant when we should be forced to succumb to their 
power. 

I speak now of those who^ like myself, see the measure 
in its progressive consequences. There are many among 
us so unthinking and so irrational, as to believe, notwith- 
standing all experience, that with copious immigration, 
such as we have, we may do anything. Thus forced to 
ponder over the subject, we are led to inquire whether any- 
thing but the pressure finom without could exist to induce 
ministers to propose, and parliament to enact a law, 
which, in the present condition of settlements struggling 
with evils originating in the recent manumission of their 
daves^ so great as to threaten utter annihilation, must 
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nooossarily consummate what the great energy of the 
colonists alone had hitherto prevented* One of two 
po8iti<ms must be assigned to the parliament and the 
goremment: Ist, They are forced to it by the irrenstible 
inflnence of the Anti-colonial or Free-trade party, and 
they belieye in the wisdom of indiscriminately applying 
the doctrines of this fiiction to every part of the empiie, 
withoat regard to peculiar circumstances; or, 2nd, They 
believe the sugar settlements to be in a state of unprece- 
dented prosperity, and able to do what they could not 
when in possession of their sUves, fiom everything being 
dieaper to the foreigner — compete with the latter in the 
market of Britain. 

Although the world will believe that the power of our 
opponents, irrespective of aught else, has been suffi- 
cient to carry out their purposes, I am of opinion that 
many in the legishiture were predisposed to think our 
situation improved by the Emancipation Act; and that, 
in reality, with free labourers, we are better able to copo 
with the Cuba planter than we were before. Any man, 
who like me heard Mr. Buxton, in 1833, reply to Mr. 
Godson, when the latter proposed to keep out slave pro- 
duoc from the British markets, must think in the same 
way. Mr. Buxton said that he would oppose the motion 
which was brought forward, on the ground (he supposed) 
that the British grower of sudi produce (cotton, for in- 
stance) as entered into competition with the foreign article 
in En^^and, would be placed in a disadvantageous posi- 
tion. But he thought otlierwiso — ^he believed that the 
British planter was now, when his sUves were to bo fiee, 
much better able to compete with every rival in the 
markets of the world. The cheers fiom all parts of the 
house, as this declaration was made, sounded in the ears 
f£ many thinking West Indians as ominous; but in the 
pressing existence of real evils, we lose si^t sometimei 
of those which are <mly in the distance^ and merdy appfi»* 
bended. 
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It 18 trac that thirteen years have passed over oar heads 
siiico that period| and tliat experience, in tlio meantime^ 
slionid have opened the eyes of many, especially those 
who were engaged in legislating for the colonies. The 
facts disclosed by the evidence taken before the Distress 
Committee of the House of Commons, and the despatches 
ofgovemorsi if laid before them, furnished proofr as strong 
as the most sceptical could require. But who^ unless 
compelled by some powerful motive, will study attentively 
the dull and dry details of a blue book? and how are we 
to know that those despatches which contain a true state- 
ment of the internal affairs of each Colony, are carefully 
and faithfully laid before parliament? Since the era of 
the Reform Bill, which virtually shut the House of Com- 
mons against our colonial proprietors, we are almost totally 
unrepresented in it. We have, indeed, a very few men 
who exert themselves there, but several of them are, like 
other West Indians in these times, hampered by the state 
of their private affairs, and obliged to cast a sheep's eye 
to the loaves and fishes which are at the disposal of go- 
vernment. 

Men so placed are not likely to stand boldly up and 
demand that certain documents shall be laid on the table 
of the House. The Reform Bill, by throwing over our 
boroughs to the popular party, has closed the only avenue 
by which the voice of our colonies can reach the ears of 
the people's representatives, and, as a natural consequence, 
the feeling of indifference to colonial interests is becoming 
more and more manifest every succeeding year among 
Members of Parliament. 

In the absence of all inclination to sifl the arguments 
on both sides of the question, the abstract theory that a 
slave cannot compete in any way with a fieemani so capti* 
vating in itself to the £ngliBhman,remainsuncontroverted. 
The minds of our countrymen dwell with exalting oom- 
jimoeoicj on the elevating power of thai oonditioii which 
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it is thdr glory to believe they enjoy beyond all other 
national and they point to it as the means of raiang their 
oonntiy to its high pitch of renown. Slayeiy being the 
opposite state of sode^i they regard as invariaUy pro- 
ducing a corresponding eflfect in lowering the energyi 
both moral and physical, and in destroying the capabiU- 
tieS| generallyi of oar raoci irrespective of every contiii- 
gent drcmnstanoe. The ennobling qnali^ of die one is 
represented by Nelson sweeping the seas of oar enemiee; 
the debasing nature of the other, by men in diains, toi^ 
tared and bleeding to (^ut the avarice of their cruel 
masters. 

That this disposition, so to view the question, has been 
artfully taken advantage of by our political antagonists, 
cannot be denied. Hence the miserable objects ezhibttod 
on pictures on the streets, imploring the pi^ of their fid- 
low-men, and exclaiming, ^Am I not a man and a 
brotherl'' with hundreds of others, all directed towards 
the attainment of the same object Our countrymen 
believe that slaves become virtually and bona fide the 
property of their purch&ders, and that they may be dis- 
posed q£ in any manner, which does not destroy life^ to 
the advantage of their masters. 

Thus, our opponents brought prominently forward the 
vested right of the owner in the blood, bones, and sinews 
of their unhappy slaves, leading the more ignorant to be- 
lieve that the planters could cut and carve on them as 
they pleased, so that they stopped short of murder. The 
&ci was carefiiUy concealed that for many years previoos 
to the Act of Emancipation, the extent of punishment to 
which the master could go was limited to that which is 
permitted by the Levitical law — forty stripes, lacking one. 
Beyond that they could not go, without incurring a rety 
heavy penalty . Criminals, by sentence of coorts of law, 
and magistrates, were, of coar8e,often much more asfmtj 
scourged. It has also been the practice to confoond the 
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oonditioii of sbnrorjr in the abstiract with that of those 
peofde who^ in the present day, are daves, and to ascribe 
to their position those moral evils which belong to the 
coontries fiom whence they wore drawn, and where they 
jnerafl aUke among bond and free. They are the evils, 
in fiicty of savage life^ and are weeds which nothing bat 
the hand of civilisation can eradicate. Man, in the wilds 
€£ Africa, is fiyond in a condition resembling that of the 
inferior animals, which intercourse with Europeans, in- 
stead of aggravating^ improves. The same may be said 
of his jdqrsical wants and reqnirements, which any reflect- 
ing person will observe most be better attended to by a 
thinking taskmaster, for his own sake, than by a mindless 
barbarian who acts only on the impulse of the moment. 

I should have prefiioed the last remark by observing 
that the bd is carefuOy kept back from our countiymen 
that the bulk of the African population is in a state of 
daveiy, and that those who are brought to the West 
Indies, are not stolen, but bought. In some cases they 
are prisoners taken in war, and of those, perhaps one in 
twen^ may be free men, if any but the chiefr can reaUy 
be s^led so, in that benighted land. It is certain that 
our agents on that coast cannot obtain labourers fix>m 
even the Elroemen, who are supixxicd to be among the 
few free people to be found there, without a dashj or pre- 
sent, to the head man, which can be regarded as nothing 
else than compensation for loss. 

Thus, ignorant of the real condition of the Negroes in 
thdr own countiy, and skilfidly managed by our enemies, 
the ideas of our countrymen regarding slaveiy, as it ex- 
isted in the British West Indies, became abstract notions 
of a social state which never had existence there. Chival- 
roos and sentimental ^Oroonokos,'' heroic and ^quivered 
diiefr of CongoP dragged from their peaceful and simply 
beantafbl and elegant homes, by some brutal dealer, and 
kept to hard labour by the lash of remorseless Qrrants^ 
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were the subjects on which their ima^ation dwdt, and 
the real nature of the change undergone by the objects 
of their anxious consideration was never truly presented 
to them in its proper coloursi until their ideas had been 
so deeply rooted, that matter of &ci statements made to 
tmdeceive them were looked upon as mere «r parte de- 
clarations of the interested planters. Indeod| it became 
much easier for the anti-skvery party to keep up the do- 
lusion, than for the wretched colonists to impress on the 
public mind a correct rq>re8entation of the Nq^n/s real 
oonditioni fiom the time he left his own savage land, untQ 
that when the question of his emancipation came to be so 
earnestly agitated. 

The anti-slaveiy a^tators rung the changes with great 
success, on innocent and helpless creatures, living in af- 
fluence, or even in princely splendour, seized by slave- 
hunters, and carried off to the West Indies. The general 
opinion became firmly established that the labouring po- 
pulation of our sugar colonies were all people who had 
been reduced to slavery by the planters and tlieir acces- 
«orie»-tho8laWeaIer». Our oountiymcn,rtai referring 
to and relying on, the statements of our opponents, were 
convinced that the circumstanocsundcr which theNegroea 
were obtained being such as to crush them altogether, 
physically and morally, their spirit was broken, and tlicir 
bodily strength impaired in a corresponding degree. 
From this to the next stage in this train of reasonings 
was but a step. It was soon believed, that by setting the 
slaves firee, there would be a sudden reaction, like that 
which takes place when a dog is roused finom his kennel, 
unchained, and led forth to enjoy the fireedom of his limba 
—ihe Negroes would be restored to thdr pristine strength 
and spirits, and the labour they would then perform would 
at least double that which they were fit for, as miserable^ 
brtdcen-hearted slaves. That this opinion did, and does 
prevail in the mother countiy, is proved by the debate in 
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While the creeps have duniniflhod to oiie4ialf of thor 
tanner annual anumnty since the era of freedom (1838,) 
the expenses of the Colony, since the passing of the Act, 
haye been increased five^d. The means of supporting 
expenditure having been removed to the extent of 50 per 
cent, this expenditure has, neverthelessy continued to in- 
crease gradually on the unhappy colomstS| and altogether 
from the operation of the Emancipation AcL 

The Custom-house returns will show that I am cor> 
roct in regard to the quantities of produce made since 
1838| and before that period. The Tax Ordinances of 
the Combined Assembly, and the blue books containing 
the Grovcmon^ reports will testify to my correctnesS| when 
I say that the current expenses <^ this province have risen, 
rince 1831, from £40,000, to folly £200,000, per annum. 
In locddng over those documents, the reader will find 
ample proof that the increase has arisen out of the Act of 
Emancipation. 

The principal heads under which it occurs are— immi- 
gration, with its concomitants of extensive hospitals for 
the reception of those strangers, which are kept up at an 
enormous annual cost — ^teachers and catechists for their 
benefit, and that of the emancipated classes, there being 
more than sixty clergjrmen, and a host of schoolmasters, 
for a population of 120,000 — a civil list, amounting to 
a great deal more than that of former years — last of all, 
a numerous, well-disciplined, and highly paid police finrce^ 
together with new jaSs and penal settlements, rendered 
indispensable by the disorganized state of society, and the 
rapid increase of crime. Lord Stanley, when Colonial 
Minister, with that candour which belongs to his charac- 
ter, administered a salutary rebuke to our local ruler, 
when he ventured to speak of the prosperity of the Colony. 
^It may be true,'' said his Lordship, ^that the labouring 
clnsses are in a prosperous state, but it is evident fitmi the 
great reduction in ^ quanti^ of produce exported, that 
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the Colony generally is not enjoying proeperily." I do 
not pretend to recollect the exact words, bnt that is the 
substance of Lord Stanley's remark on the subject 

It had been then, and is still, the practice of official 
men, whether principals in Downing Street, or underlings 
in the colonies, to represent the success of the Emancipa- 
tion Act as complete^ and, doubtless, the Grovemor of 
Demerara was surprised to find that his Chief was dis- 
gusted with, and repudiated] the meanness and chicanciy 
of the rule which he found established on taking change 
of the colonies. 

Since Lord Stanley's time, up to the latest period, it 
will be found that misrepresentation of our condition, to 
the parliament and the country, has been systematically 
observed. This implies either total ignorance of fiicts, or 
a desire to conceal them. We have shown it to be almost 
impossible that the former could exist. But mystification 
is doubtless necessary when men are determined to cany 
through ruinous measures, and to make blind the worid 
as to thcur effect. The anti-colonial and free-trade parties 
are now identical, and to the great power of the two con- 
joined may bo ascribed the rapid progress of these doc- 
trines; but when Sir Robert Fed became a convert to 
them, thoughtful people saw at once that they had ob- 
tained masteiy over the public mind. The straw docs 
not more surely indicate the wind's course than the con- 
duct of that sagacious statesman the strength of popular 
opinion on any great question. Besolved to bo carried 
along with it, he has, on all occasions, trimmed liis saQ to 
the breeze of popularity, and either wavered, as it was 
undecided, ot wheeled fiiiriy round, when it was unequi- 
vocaUy against him. The Roman thumb turned down 
did not more surely proclaim to the prostrate combatants 
of the arena the death that was decK»d them, than did 
PeePs averted fiice, in July hwt, announce their certain 
down&l to the hapless colonists; and not somuchfiom 
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the influence of the nuuii great though it be, as the prooi 
it furnished of the extent to which the minds of our coim- 
trymen were tainted hj fiee-trade notions, and their ac- 
companimentS| the doctrines of the anti-colonists, which 
were prevalent heSate the economists became so socoess- 
fiil in disseminating their pmson. 

In 1844, when he brought forward his fiee sugar 
scheme, he declared that the British planter ^oouM bear 
a little more competition;'' these are his own words, with 
the evidence of the Distress Committee before him, and 
a knowledge of our case, generally allowed to be greater 
than that possessed by other statesmen of the day. Thej 
should have been as ihe writing on the wall to us; but, in 
the simpKdty of our hearts, we could not imagine sudi 
base and heartless tergiversation to be possible, for he had 
only a short time before turned out the Whigs on the 
very question which he now warmly compliments the 

with all his weight, and all his eloquence. 

How is it possible that the colonies, too feeble before 
to contend with the foction of their enemies, can now 
make head against them, thus ^forced by those who 
should be ours," and the leader of the band of apostates 
among the most talented men of his timel It has been 
a task like the punishment of Sisjrphus to cany on the 
cultivation of our colonies for the last eight years. It has 
not only been labour in vain, because of measures finally 
accomplished and carried into effect, but because of the do- 
termination to lend us no assistance in any way, either 
in labour finom proper quarters, or by other means. We 
have been like men bound liand and foot and thrown into 
a stream, while our countiymen stand quietly on the bank 
and allow us to sink. But now, not contented with setting 
us adrift in that helpless condition, they come to the re- 
solution of throwing a weiglht on us, to ensure our going 
to the bottom — ^the very men to whom we turned our 
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imi^oriiig and ooofiding eyes aasistiDg to impoee the load 
that is to destroy us. 

I oomxiienced with the intention of tiying to discover 
the motives by which the nation and the government 
were actuated in bringing fixrwaid this measure, which 
fills our cup of bitterness to the brinii and I have no 
doubt that the two to which I have alluded, are jointly 
those that have }m)duced the calamitous result The 
power of that fiM:ti<m which has penecuted us through a 
series of years, and which has so wrou^t upon the sensi- 
bilities of our countiymen as to induce a belief that we 
are entitled to no commiseraticm, even if we were in a 
state of distress; but as it is, with wretched beings 
enfi»blod by slaveiy converted into firee men, and fiill of 
that eneigy which fineedom bestows, we are fit to meet 
the wmid in competition, althou^, as hcretofinre, we are 
so blind to our own interest as not to perceive it. And 
ministers having like most of their party, adopted the 
ficee-trade poli<7, take advantage of those feelings and 
opinions to cany into practice their new and destructive 
doctrines, without regard to consequences, deliberately 
sacrificing the former slave colonies on the altar of this 
idd for the sake of omsisten^, and of showing that no- 
thing shall be an obstacle or obstructiim to the general 
application of their system to eveiy interest throughout 
the empire. 

The countfy being thus impressed with fidse ideas re- 
garding us, and the party in power adopting the doctrines 
of firee-trade^ the leaders of that party (the ministry, to 
wit) were fixced also either to administer the government 
in consonance with them, or to resign their places. They 
would not permit the interests of the colonists to stand 
between them and power; and, wliatever their sentiments 
wif^t be in private, they resolved to take advantage of 
the natkmal ignorance and apathy, and sweep from their 
path atoDce^ thi% the only stumUmgbkKk in the wigr of 




Tliaoe liaivvi jxe treated in Cuba, in saw papec tiy 
fatbcr in aecordazbce with the tneatmeni dier haTe been 
tt CCiHtiJ i i t fd 10^ than the practice of Enropam gCDenDy 
towards their bcodmen, bat there isoureof sjntematic 
anaDgement in order to procure firam them the iitiiimt 
am o uni of worii which their phvscal pofwen are ^^■pab fe 
of xendering. There is no regard to comibrt, tar ihej 
have no houses thej can caD their own, the whole pop«d»> 
tion being driren into a baraoooo at m^ixtj like cattle 
into their pen, and taken out again in the morning to 
work* Bnt in one important item, they find it their in- 
terest to be hnrish; that is, in the sopplj of feed, nrfiich, 
being equal to the appetite ct the slaves, enables the latter 
to perform a task lengthened oat considerably beyond 
what their strength would otherwise be equal to. They 
ars usually firom suLteen to eighteen hours at work in r^ 
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torn fi>r this ampk noniuhmenty whik otin aro only four 
hoonoigaged for a hire, two montlis of which are equal to 
the whole annual cost of a Cuban dave. The planters 
of that ishind haTe thus four times the work for a sixth 
of the cost This is the advantage possessed by them 
over usy excluding the interest on the slave's pricCy which| 
the latter being so low, does not amount to much| and is 
for more than balanced by the power which the Cuban 
possesses over his labouieri which enables him to i^ply 
his labour when and where it is most required; whereaSy 
we are glad to get it at all, and in any way, even so as to 
please the labourer himself. 

The planter of Cuba, and (more especially) of Brazil| 
can rely also on having as many slaves as he may require. 
Much has been said about the manner in which they are 
obtained on the African coast; but the foct seems to be 
simply, that the bulk of the population there being slaves, 
the native dealer, very fi^uently a chief or ruler, buys 
them from all quarters to supply tlie European trader; 
and certain it is, that when hehasanumbercoUected,iflie 
is disappointed in finding a vessel when he takes them to 
thecoa8t,hekills them to save the expense of their main- 
tenance until the arrival, which may be precarious, of a 
ship. We may understand from this fiict, of how little 
value human life and slave prop e rty are in those barb*> 
rous regions. Some assert that parents who are free, sell 
their children into slavery when in want of mon^. 

It has been broadty declared by the AntMaveiY 
Society, that barbarian imnugrants are fit for nothing bt^ 
to corrupt the piescnt virtuous population. I Imagine 
this win be a difficult task. And as to the o^MbilitiM of 
those rude people^ we have learned fimn the beet of all 
teadiers, experience, that they are mfinitely mora tteaily 
and TCgolar in their habits than their mora enligbtenerl 
kindred. The amis a ma ss ed by those who have alraady 
ictumed to their own ooontiy, after bebg only a very 
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short space here, attest the truth of what I have said. It 
may be, that the high rate of wages induces them to 
labour so assiduously. Our rivals in Cuba and Braiil 
will bring it out, knowing that it is in them, at little cost 
and to our oonftision. However that may be, I fear it 
will be fimnd that our pnly chance of preservation rests 
on them. The expense of bringing people from India, and 
returning them, will amount to the price of a second-rate 
slave in Cuba or Brazil, and be in itself asuffidentbar to 800- 
cessftd competition, by thdr means, with the slave-owner, 
even if they should prove equally effective as labourers; 
a question which is, to say the least, doubtful, but, in the 
opinion of our planters generally, the powers of the Boaeal 
Negro are £eur superior to those of the Hindu. Indeed, 
a glance at ih&r physical conformati<m when in juxtaposi- 
tion, shows how strikingly nature has made the one 
superior to the other in animal power. The diflference in 
the development of their intellectual &culties may be in 
&vourof the Indian, in so £eur as mere quickness of appre- 
hension and general intelligenoe go, but in their reas(m- 
ing fiMmlties and habits of thinking, they are neariy on a 
par. 

Competition is out of the question between British 
planters with IGndus at the present cost of im})ortation 
and deportation, and current rate of wages, and the Cuban 
or Brazilian with African slaves, bought at four hundred 
dollars each for first-rate ones, and maintained at twen^- 
five dollars a year. The very idea is absurd; and it be- 
comes more so when we set seriously about refiiting the 
Exeter Hall arguments based on the debilitating influence 
of slavery. 

In doing this, it is only necessaiy to state that the 
Negroes, instead of being finoe people, in the full enjoy- 
ment of all those blessings which civilization bestows, are 
not only slaves in their own countiy, but slaves to savages 
not a whit superior to themselves in their moral nature^ 
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who have abeolatc power over them in life and limb- 
bones and rinews — (in the langoage of the anti-slaveiy 
party) to ose them up in the way most suitable to their 
bmtal tastes, and their fcrodons passions. Those shives 
have at least a better chance of being r^arded as human 
beings after being transferred to Europeans, although they 
be Braiflian or Cuban plantersi and who know tliat in- 
juiy to them, in their physical parts, is a corresponding 
loss to themselves. But the slaves thus brought to Cuba, 
instead of being those thinkings sensitive persons the 
people of England believe them to be, are, in reali^, not 
fiur removed 6mn the brute creation, and so &r from be- 
ing crushed and prostrated by the change in their posi- 
tion, are truly improved in everything which their exdn- 
sivdy animal nature hotds essential to the enjoyment of 
life. They have more food, some attention paid to their 
health, and the assurance that their lives will run thdr 
natural course. 

With the most complete control over the actions of 
men in this ccmdition, secured to them by law, the Brazi- 
lian and Cuban sugar-growers can laugh at the feeble 
and despairing attempts of the British planter to compete 
with him in the market of the worid, by the help of people 
fitym India, who are at liberty to woric as they choose, 
and fer whose services^ during five years, a bonus, in the 
shape of free passage-money, is paid, equal in amount to 
the price of a slave, and who are to have, besides, wages 
at an exorbitant rate, and all those expensive com* 
ferts, in houses and land, enjoyed by the present popu« 
lation of this proviDce. It is on this thai the question 
of competitioo, between BrazO and Cuba, and the British 
West Indies, rests^ and untfl it can be proved that the 
latter enjoys advantages of another §ofi than labour, of 
wfaidi ihB othen are not poswssed, it must appear to the 
unprejudiced observer a ease of competitioD between men 
who do their work by oMans of unpaid kboorem, awl 
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tnen who do theirs by mcaiui of people who are paid fiur 
more than the Talne of their work. 

Much has been said of our fertile mxiy as giving xm an 
advantage over our rivals; but this is altogether foonded 
in error; the soil of Cuba is eqnal to that of Guiana. 
The principal means, it would iq>pear, however, <m whicli 
the ministry rely to balance the advantages po ss essed by 
the slave-holder, are improvement in cultivation and 
mann&ctore. Neither Sir Bobert Peel n<Mr Lord Gzey can 
peroeiveor admit that the utmost exertions have been made, 
since the year 1833, in all the colonies, to improve every do- 
partmentof plantership, with 8ncce8socca8ionally,bnt gene- 
rally with disappointment, ariang oat of the extraordinarjr 
eflfort necessary to a beneficial resolt The most ngnally 
aocoessfbl schemes only can avail them in thdr distressed 
condition, wherein they have to contend with such finrmi- 
dable difficnlties; and the expense of conducting experi- 
ments has been latterly too much for men who require 
all their funds to keep their plantations in cultivation. 
Indeed, our colonists have only been too easily induced to 
try improvements before they were properiy tested, in 
their anxiety, like drowning men, to grasp at straws. 

But what an idle and siUy thing it is to ofiisr improve- 
ments to one competitor, as so many advantages over 
anotherl Surely the members of our cabinet cannot bo 
ignorant that any improvement introduced into a British 
settlement would find its way in a couple of months to 
Cuba and Brazil; and that the former, under the stimulus 
of American cajntal and American enterprise, is more 
eager in the search after, and more able to adopt any 
now plan that has a likelihood of proving beneficial, than 
almost any country in the tropics. In this very particu- 
lar, recommended so ferdUy by Peel, our rivids have a 
dedded advantage over us. It would be better tor vm, 
a, henceforth, no improvements could be made^ because 
we have neither funds nor credit to undertake theui while 

Id 
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the pknten of Cuba and Brazil^ in tlie height of their 
good fixrtnney and possessing the confidence of the moniod 
interest, can not only cany them into effect, but push 
them to any length which affords the slightest chance of 
inoreasing Uieir crops or improving their produce. 

The only hope that remains to the British colonists 
sieems to rest on an importation of suitable labourers to 
such an extent as will create healthy competition among 
tbemsehreS| and reduce wages to that daily allowance 
which is sufficient fixr a comfortable subsistence, but in- 
adequate to the present inordinate demand for the means 
of supporting a vicious and licentious career. The mora- 
list may say that it is wicked to bring a rude and ignorant 
people among such a demoralized poptdation as I have 
represented ours to bo. But they would prove of mutual 
benefit to each other. The new labourers, by their com- 
petition, would cut off from the present race that super- 
fluous supply of cash which is now their bane. And the 
latter, with their habits of semi-civilization, would operate 
bcnefidaUy m humanizing the wilder Africans (supposing 
they are to come here). 

For it wotdd bo idle to build a hypothesis on our pro- 
sent position supported by Coolies alone. The Hindus 
would require to surpass, as much as they are suspected 
to fall short of the Negro^ ere we could compete with the 
slave4iolder under the vast expenditure requisite to obtain 
them. The plan of keeping up our estates by their 
means, with prices guaranteed above a certain rate by the 
monopoly of the British market, becomes quite a different 
affiur when we are exposed to competition under such 
overwhelming circumstances as I have detailed. 

Coolies mif^t have enabled us to supply the home con- 
sumption, and with advantage to ourselves; but it is 
impossible that with them we can make sugar and sell it 
at as knr a rate as the produce of Cuba will be made and 
sold in Bn^bnd. It is doubtful if the Indian maker of 
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sugar on the European spUsmf wiD be able to keep hit 
ground against the slave cultivator. In fiict, we maj saj 
experience is against the probalMlitjry fiur if he could, the 
sugar of India would long ago have been mofe abundant 
in the markets of the continent, which were qpen to it as 
well as that of any other country; and if that be the casc^ if 
it turns out that the East India planter, with labouren at 
twopence per day, cannot support the competition, how 
are we to keep it up at twenty-pence to the same people^ 
and thirty guineas of passage-money fiur five yean^ aef^ 
vice, or six pounds a year in addition to the wages? 

We are thus driven to the conchifflon that the importa- 
tion we were so anxious to establish, which govemmont 
granted apparently with rductance^ and fixr which a loan 
was raised on the guarantee of the colonial revenue^ wiU 
bo rendered utterly abortive, and the £500,000, if so ex* 
ponded, just so much money thrown away, by the Sugar 
Duty Act of July last By it wo are thrown back to the 
position we have occupied since 1838, in regard to labour, 
while we are plunged into despair by bdng deprived of 
our market; and it must be apparent to eveory on^ that 
Africa is the only part of the world which by its positioii 
— 80 near to the West Indies, and itspeopleso well adapted 
to our wants — afibrds a reasonable chance of carrying us 
through in this arduous struggle. 

How the many thousands which are required can be 
obtained there, is a question which it is difiicult to answer; 
for, according to the best infi>rmation, we must rely on the 
efibrts of our cruisers as heretofore to supply us, the 
number of those who have the power of removing being 
comparatively smalL It is true that the increase of the 
illicit slave-tado will in itsdf multiply in its own ratio 
the number of captured slaves. And to what a humiliat- 
ing condition are our great nation and its colonies reduced, 
when they are brought to the necessity of trusting to this 
detestable traffic, to suppress which the national hoDoar 
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is pledged, tar the means of keeping our sngar plantations 
in existencel We give a spur to it sufficient almost to 
create such an enormity by act of parliament, and we 
send a fleet to seize the ships engaged in it, with the in- 
tention of bringing to our colonies the cargoes found on 
board of them. And unless we can discover more fiee 
peoj^e in the N^gro countries, the fact is undeniable, that 
the peoj^o thus rescued from the slavers are those on 
whom we must place our chief dependence in our ami- 
petition with the owners of the unfortunates who do not 
fidl into the hands of our men of war. 

I have been accustomed to look on Hume's plan of 
buying the slaves of Africa for the purpose of freeing and 
bringing them to our colonies, as unwarrantable, on ac- 
count of its being a sort of departure from our policy in 
rqi;ard to the slave-trade. But it is evident that we are 
now in a strangely anomalous position in relation to it, 
and it appears doubtful whether it would not be better, 
both morally and politically, to purchase the pec^le from 
those who would otherwise sell ihem to the illicit traders, 
than to allow the latter to get possession of them. But 
before I record my opinions on this very important sub- 
ject, I must give it more consideration, and shall therefore 
postpone my observations to a future period. 

I have already repeatedly remarked that the singular 
poliqr adopted towaxds us will have an operation varied 
in ibe rapidity of its development, according to the cir- 
cumstances of individual estates. The quality of the soil 
is the principal among these, and after it wiOl rank the 
purse of the proprietor. It is not difficult to understand 
why the man who has money within his reach has advan- 
tages over him who has none; and if one plantation can 
make 300hhds«of sugar from an annual outlay in labour 
of 12,000 ddkr^ while another will only have a crop of 
150 hbds. frxim the same aggr^ate amount of wages, we 
can easily perceive that the struggle to keep themselves 
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ap win bo more snooessfbl with the fixrmer than the ki- 
ter. ThoBy the process of destrnction thimi^^oiit die 
Colony win be gnidnal, as it has hitherto beeoi bat it will 
advance more rapidly now, with two agents instead of 
one to accderate its progress; and it is probable that, in 
two or three years, few estates will be in eadstoice save 
those which can prodnoe crops at the smallest compara- 
tive expense* 

It has been surmised that if only the best j^antations 
were cultivated by the same popuktioni the return would 
be better. There is one comdderation which would operate 
powerfully against that result. The working people of 
the province are now becoming rapidly tied, as it were^ 
to particular localities, mther by the purchase of land fer 
themselves, or fer their near relatives, the latter binding 
them as closely, almost, as if they were themselves fitee- 
holders; and tfiese small properties being scattered over 
the width and breadth of the land, it would be impossiUe 
to get their owners and their fiunilies moved about to suit 
the labour required on the few rich estates kept in culti- 
vation. This of itself is almost a sufficient damper to the 
hopes of the laiger proprietors, based on the ruin of their 
less fevoured fellow planters, and, in connection with other 
circumstances, will be found to be altogether destructive 
of them. Many have been abandcmed since 1838, yet 
we find that the demand for labour is on the inoneaae. 
Various causes are continually withdrawing people fixmi 
agricultural work, and the feet seems to be established^ 
that nothing, saving a weU sustained stream of good im- 
migrants of the right sort, can mountain any but a trifling 
extent of cultivation throughout the Colony. 

The distress so prevalent among this dass of proprie- 
tors, must now, of necessity, extend by degrees to all 
classes of the community, but, more especially, the con« 
ttderable body of poor coloured people who depend oo 
them; and the question will soon arise^ and stand ferwaid 
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fin* discnssiony of how tho enormous colonial oxpendituro 
is to be sappoited* The government party reluctantly 
agreed to import duties, having regard to the interests of 
their prot^ees, the agricultural labourers, and especially 
to the application of funds so raised to immigration pur* 
poses. But no tax could bo fidrer than one which fidls 
upon all alike. It was objected to on the ground that 
the Vegn^GSf as poor people, should bo exempted fixmi 
imposts of eveory description, and it was contended that 
the burthens imposed for, or arising out of colonial im- 
provements, were Intimately laid on landed proper^. 

This singular doctrine, which was grounded on estab- 
lished practice, having for its basis the long recognised 
principle that the planter is always the proper object of 
taxation, would not suffice in these times. Men who are 
ruined to advance the interests of the labourers, cannot 
perceive why the latter are to bear no part in the cost of 
their own advancement, and to assist in paying for a police 
to protect them (fiL\>m themselves), for poors^-houses and 
stipendiary magistrates, who are, in some sort, their pro- 
tectors, and various other expensive establishments for 
their benefit. Yet, if they were unable to afford this trifle 
of 2^ per cent, ad vahnmf on articles imported for their 
use, the colonists would not think of laying it on them 
in oonmion with themselves; but the fiict being notorious 
that they are better off in their position than the other 
classes, Uiere was no reason for exemptmg them. 

The time is likely soon to arrive, however, which will 
bring this matter before the official section of the Com^ 
bined Assembly, and it will be seen whether they will 
agree to finego a considerable portion of thdbr salaries, as 
fixed by the civil list ordinance, in order that the import 
duties may be remitted, as pressing too heavily on the 
impoverished inhabitants of all descriptions. Let us hope 
that when this trying hour arrives, as come it must, Mr. 
Briar and his firieods shall have no oocasioii to apidy the 
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/^ Tu Quoque"* to his political opponents, and to tell them 
that they, who were so anxious some yean ago to make 
food and clothing cheap to the labourQn, when they ex- 
pected to get the means of doing so finom the planters^ 
cannot now object to measnies having the eflbct of re- 
ducing partially their own allowances, when directed 
towards the attainment of the same great object — the 
cheapening of necessaries to the poor — at a time, too^ when 
almost all the inhabitants but themsetves came under that 
denomination. 

And the colonial minister cannot surely insist on the 
adherence of the Colony to a civil list ordinance, granted 
when the legislature fully believed and trusted in the 
faith of the mother country, to preserve for the planten 
that advantage in the British market, upon the cohader- 
ation of wliich alone such a civil list could bo granted or 
continued. The Act of July last is an infringement of the 
understanding that existed between the local l<^islatur8 
and the imperial government, when a civil list was con- 
ceded by one and immigration by the other. There was 
no stiptdatioh, indeed; but the very nature of such an 
arrangement implies that there should be no alteraticm of 
the circumstances, caused by one or other of the parties, 
which could impair the power of cither party to keep faith 
with the other. If a man is bound to render a certain 
amount of labour to another, and that other forcibly and 
arbitrarily, by his superior strength, ties up the hands of the 
first, he (the first) cannot be held liable to perform the 
work agreed on, either in law or justice. If he had been 
shackled by a third party, the caae would be different. 

The silent and imperceptible manner in which depre- 
dation creeps over the property of the Colony, is not the 
least startling among the many strange characteristics of 
the period. Men jog on, directing their eneigies so as to 
oombat the evils that are daily before their eyes, without 
•dverling to collateral drcnmstances^ until they are sod- 
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denly and disagreeably reminded of certain liabilities^ 
whidiy had their estates returned their valac^ would not 
have been thought of. The creditor, however, belongs to 
a class who watch the state of the plantation market, and 
he is fully aware that a debt of £3,000, which would be 
quite secure as against a property worth £20,000, is by 
no means in the same position when the property has 
fiJlen to £4,000, with the prospect of coming sdll loweri 
and becomes anxious to realize. In colonies, it is neoessaiy 
finr men to assist each other in the way of cautionry, and 
many securities, who thought their liabilities such as 
would never afiect them, are hastOy and l^ally called on 
to pay their friend's debt Many will not believe in the 
dumge of value which property has undeigone, until it is 
brought home to them in one or other of those ways, and 
they are^ as it werc^ at once aroused to a sense <^ their 
true positimi, and painfully convinced that instead of be- 
ing rich, they are become poor men. It would seem 
that althou^ iheyall calculated on losses arising out of the 
evils we sufiSer under, they do not look forward to depre- 
dation as the natural consequence of such a state of 
affairs, and are surprised to find that their wealth has 
crumbled away from thenii and literally dwindled to no- 
thing in their grasp. 

We must now look forward to a rapid extension of the 
ffg^t which meets our eyes eveiywhere— fields formerly 

beautiful in the deep green luxuriance of the cane, covered 
with sour grass, and buOdrngs mouldering in decay, the 

greenness of the cane piece being transphmtod to them, 

which previously sent forth vohmios of smoke, betokening 

Ae continued manu&cture of sugv, and where now «the 
deaot iopent dwells akme." 

The »«* MW7 <%atei occur eveiy pay^y, whicL 
fhn being monthly, have gradually increased in fre! 

qo«y, imta at kngth they have beoooie weekly. The 
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woik dxme on each daj being carefully measnred and ex« 
amined by both foreman and overBeer before it is entered 
in the labonr-booky it very rarely occurs that an error is 
disoorered in the entiy; but the labonrer, fiom keeping 
no written account of his tasks, is too often led astray by 
the treachery of his memory, and ho has neither fear nor 
delicacy to prevent him from taxing the Whites of the 
estate with cheating or robbing him; and in consequence, 
the paying of them is sometimes a scene of violent abuse 
on one part, and patient endurance on the other, while 
the magistrate is ultimately, in too many instances, called 
in to settle the disagreement' 

I hare been struck with the wonderful tenacity and 
deamess of David's memory on such occarions, fixr he will 
go over the week's tasks of almost every labourer if it is 
necessary, telling not only what sort of work he was en- 
gaged in, but the value of it according to the tariff, befera 
the book is appealed to, and I have never seen that he 
was wrong. lie does not scruple to tell those greedy 
and clamorous claimants that they are the robbers; and 
truly, judging from analogy, and ascribing to the mass of 
them the same advantages of memory, one is tempted to 
conclude that their claims are made in a perfect conscious- 
ness of their being wrong, especially when they are 
always on the right side for themselves. It must be 
allowed, however, that the majority are both obtuse and 
confused in intellect, and are fer from poesesnng heads 
like David's; and in their desire to make the amount as 
large as possible, they contrive to jumble tho work so in 
their non-lo^cal minds, that a satis&ctory conclusion is 
arrived at, and a larger figure impressed on their senso- 
rium than they are entitled to. Th^ submit to tho 
severe reprimands, couched in the most emphatic lan- 
guage of the N^gro vocabulary, which the foreman 
pours out with vast volubility on those occasions, with 
a degree of patience that contrasts strangdy with the 

2e 
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fierce defiance, both of speech and look, wliich a hasty 
word from an overseer is sure to call forth. 

They both fear and respect David, while they gloiy in 
being insolent to the White man, probably because they 
think it grand, and it pleases their vanity to act thus; 
but, at the same time^ they are aware that an overseer 
would lose his place, and be amenable to the law besides, 
if he raised a hand to them; whereas, the foreman, h&ng 
one of themselves, can keep up his authority, and repress 
insolence without fear of consequences. They know that 
he has much in his power, and they are aware that, being 
a strong man, he can apply the argttmenium ad honmem 
in a very summary and forcible manner, while a blow 
firom him is quite a different thing in the eye of the 
magistrate from one inflicted by an overseer. Nothing 
can be more striking than their bearing towards these two 
parties. As the views of the latter arc generally the 
same, the foreman sometimes fancies that abuse levelled 
at the overseer is meant for him, and proceeds to retort on 
the quarrelsome subject; when the latter, the instant ho 
perceives the mistake, will assure him with the greatest 
coolness that wliat he said was applied to the ^^obisha — 
hehl Buddy (brother) how you can tink me sha' talk so 
to you?** ^j die way, the Negroes are much more polite 
to each other than the labouring classes of England. 
They always style one another ^brotlier or siBter,** ^^unde 
or auntie," and sometimes ^ tatta" (daddy), according to 
age. This must have arisen out of their extreme sen- 
sibflity and wonderful quickness in making a quarrel out 
of any disrespectful word spoken to them. 

The following sketch of last Saturday's scene, may 
serve as a tolerable sample of a pay-day, though rathcnr 
more noisy than usuaL The manager sits down at a table 
with the field overseer and his labour-book on one side^ 
and the principal fi>rBman on the other. The labonr4)Ook 
if 80 ruled that there is a small compartment under each 
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dayof thcwock for cadi Uboareri in which the work done 
B inscrtedy and the names aie set down, ao that eterj 
one has his portion of those compartments on one line^ 
distinctly annexed to him. The drerseercaDs each name^ 
and the aggregate weddy amoon^ and the manager, 
with a bag of doOars before him, psocoedi to count out 
the som. 

The first doaen take their monqr qnietty. Then it 
comes to Dick Andiewa^ torn, whose name is called in 
connection with ^two doDars," bat he will not take the 
coin* ^Obusha, how you make nm no more two dollan^ 
di?" The overseer reads the entries of each day. He 
is absent one day, and he did not finish his task on 
another. ^Ma»a Niggal me no de a field Toisday. 
Baddy," applying to some one near, ^yoa no see me?^ 
bat meeting with no response^ and getting angry, he ad- 
dresses himself to the foreman, althoogh with marked 
hesitation. ^Da me yoa speak? da me yoa ax?** inqaires 
David, sharply, ^da me iiur watch yoa?" ^Baddy, whaT 
me sha' do? Backra go shcat poor follow, and no one 
for hdp mo; do, buddy." ^ Yoa want me tdl yoa where 
you dey, Thursday? You tief fowl (steal fowl) oa Wel- 
lingham (Wellingham's estate) tha' Thursday work da'," 
cries David, looking fiercdy at the other. A general 
titter testifies to tho correctness of the statement, and the 
abashed claimant, who doubtless thought his dmngs un- 
known, slinks away. He had actually been caught in 
the &€tf as it turned out afterwards. 

The business goes on smoothly again, till ^John 
Thomson, one dollar," is called out. ^Wha' you say, 
Obusha, one dolla' for sich man like me? Mangea, da 
so you go let white man cheat a' we? Massa N<^ga I — 
aich rabbery me nebba seel" Tho book is read to him, 
without canying conviction to his mind, — ^the money is 
tendered and refused — and although he has been little 
more than two days at work, he insists that he was pr»- 
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sent thioughout the week. David tells him distinctly 
all he did, but in vain, and while the dispute is still going 
on, a woman steps in, desiring the manager to stop John's 
wages, because ^^he owes her, and wont pay*'' The 
manager, on such occasions, attempts generally to eS&ct 
an amicable adjustment of the ^difficulty," but it often 
happens that the creditor ^^repudiates** the debt entirely. 
It is so with John Thomson, and the quarrel rises to such 
a pitch that both are ordered out of the house, and David 
says, ^no use fight any more with that man, he too bad; 
every Saturday he mdce 'ruction.'* **I think so too^ we 
must give him warning," responds the manager. The 
pair return, under pretence of having settled their dif- 
ference, but they are no sooner before the manager again 
than a violent outbreak occurs, and the foreman takes 
the man by the shoulder, and ejects him. ^^Stop, Mam- • 
ma," (the accent is always on the first syllable when this 
word is applied to a Negro woman) and David brings * 
forward two men who prove the debt, and the dollar is 
handed to her. 

John Thomson is called in, and told that he is to re- 
main no longer than the end of the month. This is of 
course received with perfect indifierence. It is necessary to 
select theworst and mostuseless subjectsfiirsuch examples. 
Good ones must be tolerated — ^men who work tolenbly 
well, though they are insolent; but this fellow was not in 
the field more than two days a week, on an average. 
About a dozen altercations, such as I have described, oc- 
curred on Saturday, and as many, more or less violent, 
may be calculated on ahnost every pay-day. It is but 
fur to say that the better porticm of the people, and they 
constitute the majority, conduct themselves with pr op riety 
and decorum; but even the best of them, ou occasions^ 
incline to find firalt with the sum due to them, althondi 
they will not be outrageous. 

It is the custom to select the feremon of estatei^ who 
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are of good character, to act as vestiy-men, and the ap- 
pointment has an exceQent efiect, fixr it stimulates them 
to hold themsdves up as patterns to those who aie nnder 
them. They are all proud of being thought pious, but, 
unhappily, religion with them is one thing, and morality 
another. The Negroes remind me sometimes of the 
Italian brigands, who inyoke their saints to assist them 
in committing a murder, (although they do not cany the 
blasphemous and monstrous doctrine so fiur,) fiur they have 
the same indistinct idea that it is only necessaiy to bend 
before the heavenly powers, in adorationi to accomplish 
their salvation, and that good deeds are not essential to 
the attainment of that great object. 

They are all anxious to learn to read and write alao^ 
and the progress which the children make is quite rapid 
enough to confute the American notion that they are an 
inferior race. What I say, however, relates only to 
quickness of understanding, and the power of memory. 
The fact remains to be proved whether they, in their 
present condition, or rather in their existing stage of 
civilization, can have the reasoning £siculties so developed 
by education as to make them appear equal to White 
men, who receive that advantage. I doubt it; and I fear 
that some generations must yet pass ere the original dark- 
ness clears away entirely from their minds. As it is now 
with us, the young Negroes are soon able to read ^indif- 
ferently well," but I am not aware that they get beyond 
that. I fear they have barely justice done them, however, 
for their parents fiequently take them away feom school 
in order that th^ may work, and that they (the parents) 
may draw their wages — much of the lig^t work on estates 
being done by boys and girls, from ten to fifteen yeaa 
old. 
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The balance against the estate is larger even than 
usual this year, which might have been expected fixnn the 
fjreatoatlayonCooIiesandPortugaese. I fear this grand 
experiment of Hindu immigration would not succeed, 
even if the sugar duty was unaltered. Brown, who has 
devoted himself to these people in every way, begins to 
think that they will cost much more than they are worth. 
He already declares that, according to a calculation he 
has made, the difference between the labour obtained fiom 
a Negro^ even in his disorganized state, is as three to one, 
compered with that of a Coolie. If three Coolies then 
are required to do the work of one Negro, and if they 
cost each seventy-five dollars to import, and the same to 
return them to India, it is impossible that their importar 
tion can benefit the Colony. The Portuguese were doing 
fully as well as we expected, untQ sickness began to ap- 
pear among them, and it is astonishing how rapidly and 
how banefully they were prostrated. The disease is al- 
most invariably a peculiar modification of what the doctors 
call the idiopathic fever of the country, assuming a form 
peculiar to the' Portuguese firom their habits of body and 
their manner of living. It is necessary to give them lai^ge 
quantities of wine and nourishing food after the first or 
second day, for there is a tendency to sink'immediately, 
and they need constant and unremitting attention, which, 
to enSxxe, I requested Brown to appoint an overseer, 
when the malady was most prevalent, to attend to the 
hoqiital exclusively, and the doctor was there every day. 
This continued three months, and, in fiict, is only becom- 
ing unnecessary now. Throughout that time, out of 
fifty-two we had never fewer than twenty ill, and six 
died. I believe the sickness has been more seveio here 
than with Bidkj, fixnn what cause it is difficult to ex- 
plam, the localities being both considered salubrious. 
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We were indefatigable in rapcrintending tlie preparation 
of food for themi and, indeed, an extra cook was intio- 
duoed into our kitchen, besides those who were in the 
hospital, to prepare articles for the sick; and I myself was 
twice ereiy day there to see if the overseer was d(»ng his 
duty. George frequently acted as hospital superinten- 
dent, and I am sure was as attentive and sympathising as 
any man could be. Indeed, but for the great attention 
that was paid to them, I think one half would have died. 
I have been painfully convinced of their penurious dis- 
position by several occurrences. It is quite evident that 
they come here to make money, and it is with reluctanoe 
they encounter anything that, even for the most necessary 
purpose, interfiBres with their long-cherished expectations. 
Throughout the province^ hope revived is rousing to 
extraordinary exertion, nothing being heard of but people 
going to this estate, and others to that in great numbcars, 
as landed from the East India ships, or brought by our 
own traders from Madeira, to be exchanged for a return 
cargo of sugar. There kb only the uncertainty that hangs 
over them in regard to their qualifications as field la- 
bourers; and, as usual, in such cases, there is a wide 
difierence of opinion among planters, some insisting that 
they work as well as the Negroes, but the majority de- 
claring that the labour obtained from them \a much less 
than that which is got firom the former. The Coolies not 
only do less while they are in the field, but th^ are even 
more irregular than tfie others in their attendance there. 
Sheer love of case, and fiivolity of disposition, seem to bo 
at the bottom of this; for, in so fiur as I have seen, they 
are by no means so much given to the use of ardent 
spirits as the Negroes, and their passions altogether are 
less violent, and more under control. Yet some of them 
are as debauched as any dass of people; generally, how- 
ever, th^ are temperate. The Negroes are not so in 
anything that is comprehended in eating and drinkiiig. 
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The qmntity thej derour occasionally of their &T0iirite 
fiw (oOf or salt fish and plantains^ brajred in a mortar into 
a solid masSy is trdy enonnoas, and surpasses the belief 
of the uninitiated* The Hindu, on the contraiy, with his 
rioe and fiesh peppersy is contented| although the portion 
be moderate. Probably this diffierencey acting on their 
physical confixrmation, may account for the variation in 
the degree of enei^ with which they respectiyely seek 
to attain their objects. 

Wdlingham has began to creep more out of his shell| 
doubtless expecting that he will swim with the flood that 
is to cany us all into the ocean of prosperity. He called 
here yesterday, and, with a timid sort of doubtful air, as 
if afraid yet anxious to hear my opinion on what was 
going on, began to speak of the immigrants. I told him 
that Brown's ardour was considerably cooled, and his 
hopes by no means so sanguine as they were six montlis« 
ago; and I could percciTe that his countenance fell, while 
he observed with a deep si^ ^it is what otliers hare told 
me alao^ and what some of the oldest planten predicted* 
Africa, after aD, will be our only rcfoge.^ ^ And tliat 
wide field, the wisdom of our goTcmment has shut ogalnsl 
us ftr the Toy reason that Mr. Hume would open It — the 
heathen barb arity of its people^ and thetr ctmHtifm of 
slarefy; the fiirmer, the &ctaon of oar enemies inuAdfn 
against as fikdy to be too powerfid fer the imprr/v^l 
mannen of oar pwauii popolatioa, and the rest of the 
Whigs aay it would tend to pmnoCe the AMtmn slere* 
trade.* «8o digr ai^; yet how they inin^ limmmAfm 
to bdieve ikmt alwHwliiiea, is wenlerfdl, if inm* U k 
almost mBpoaBble dat wm AnM m^ ff^ m mmy m U0 
oot«ambcrdKpopabtia»ef the West fAdM^oAd mlm$ 

paD dvm Ac ktttr to tfanr «vb |«m4; m Ar tXmmnf 
Ae Ml; mtaOT di dUto wW Um M A^M 
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Snrmam to Berbice, and fiom the French to our islandi^ 
where their fixrmer masters ceased to have proper^ in, 
and tried in vain to recover them." 

^All tme; our colonies are now like the British islands 
in that respect, and on the same footing; but thej say it 
will encourage the slave-trade. Hmne^s plan is to birf 
slaves in Afiica and manumit them, then to bind them as 
apprentices for five years in the West Indies, after which 
they are to return to their own comitiy. And, say they, 
the native chieft will make war on each other to obtain 
slaves for us.** ^Why, what do they now if they woold 
dosothen? is it not notorious that the trade is still carried 
on, and, instead of being brought finom slavery to fireedomy 
the unfortunates are doomed to undergo a dreadful voy- 
age, and after all, to endiue, if they survive, a condition 
scarcely better than that which was their lot in their own 
country." ^'Very true, indeed — there is no doubt abo 
that since the year 1838, the foreign slave-trade has in- 
creased, and as the Spaniards and Brazilians, who watch 
us narrowly, perceive that we are not getting over the 
Emancipation Act, they will engage more deeply in tho 
odious traffic" ^^ Still, wherever we turn ourselves, how- 
ever we exert ourselves, we are kept steadily in a sinking 
state by our enemies in England." ^They will agree to 
such immigration as this, aflier long importunity; and, 
without doubt, the government have faith in the Coolies, 
they expect they shall benefit us, and are glad that tho 
Auction have graciously permitted them to sanction their 
deportation." ^ Well I the question will come to be, 
whether they are to permit the slaves of Afiica to be fi:eed, 
or suffisr them to continue slaves in christian lands, after 
risking their lives in crossing the sea." ^That seems at 
present to be the prospect; but we must still exert our- 
selves to make the most of our Coolies and Portuguese; 
it may be we are premature in our conclusions." ^ Would 
to God it may be so; but it seems to me that the fidded 
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modve, ahould indulge in gcdden vinonsy arismg oat of 
this nnrestricted interoooxse of mankind. When the 
imagination is ezdtedi men do not pause to consider 
whether this state of affiiirs is practicable; but sordy re- 
flection would convince them that free-trade^ literallj and 
honafide^ is not in the nature of things, and that, to bring 
it about, not onlj the political and financial coinlition of 
all nations must be assimilated, but the ideas and modeof 
thinking among men must also be ncariy the same— « 
state of society which has never existed since the creation. 
The direct effect of it must be, if it really can be carried 
on, as our political economists insist, without recii»ocity, 
to reduce all nations to the same leveL Great Britain, 
being the hij^est in the scale of commercial natixms, has 
little to gain by this levelling doctrine; on the oontraiy, 
she has everything to lose. Her artisans and labourers, 
of all sorts, forming the basis upon which the prosperity 
of a country invariably rests, must of necessity be brou^t 
into direct competition with the labourers and artizans of 
other nations, in all of whom the rate of wages and the 
price of food are fifty per cent, lower. Now, with our 
national debt, it is certain that the price of most 
consumed by the people of England cannot bo much 
duced, while it is equally dear, that the rate of wages 
must be brought to a level with the average on the Conti- 
nent. On this fiict rest the whole of the evils that must 
spring finom the measures of 1844 and 1846. Trades- 
men must be ruined by competition generally, as the un- 
fortunate silk weavers, particularly, and some other 
branches, have been already. 

The operatives of Lancashire, and the peasantiy of 
the richest counties of Britain, being reduced to the con- 
dition of the serfii on the Continent, in regard to wages, 
will not bo able to purchase the means of supporting n»- 
turo. What comes next? — wo must ask Messrs. Bright 
and Cobden, the apostles of fi:ee-trade and low wages, for 
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of national credit or national honour, because they 
not raise sugar so cheaply as the slave-holderB of Brazil; 
who, besides, wiU take much more doth and iroui now 
that we admit their produce; and, here again^ their short- 
sifi^htedness comes in their way, for they cannot see thai 
Brazil and Cuba can only be advanced on the ruins of our 
own sugar settlements, and they will lose more than thqr 
gain. It b wonderful how that same ^tickling ana- 
modify,'' that self-worshipping and self4iggrandizing prin- 
ciple, blinds us to the evik of our own endeavours to ad- 
vance ourselves. But the liabilities of our country stand 
sadly in their way — ^taxes must be imposed to meet the 
interest of the debt. 

It is singular that they bring forward no scheme re- 
garding it. Could they but shift the burden on the land, 
in the shape of a land-tax, what would not be gained to 
the parfy? And to this matters must come, if their views 
are carried out, unless tlie already-sacrificed landhdders 
can get it modified into a thirfy per cent, income-tax, on 
the same principle as existing now. But this will never 
suit the middle classes, and all their policy will fidl to the 
ground, unless they can saddle some particular dass with 
the interest of the national debt, and reduce the public 
expenditure to the same comparative amount as that of 
other countries— thus removing the necessity for duties on 
imports. The people cannot see these sdiemes, which 
are firamed to benefit one dass exdusively, and remain 
always blind to the tendency of them to destroy the sub- 
stance of the rest. As my firiend Wellingham said cxkce, 
when we were discussing this subject, ^I fear the nation 
will only be roused to oppose the economists when a great 
many interests have been ruined, and it is deariy per- 
ceivod that they must all go in detaiL** 

Even the merchants, who think themsdves secure in 
the unmingled advantages that will accrue to them fixun 
fi^ee-trade^ on account of the impregnability of the navi- 
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gatkm laws, had better not be too confident They are 
the most prominent promoters of the new-fim^ed doc- 
trines after the mannfMsturers; we shall see if thej remain 
true to their prindplesi when the sacrificed colonies de- 
mand| as assuredly thejr will, the abrogation of these laws^ 
which have hitherto been regarded as the foundation of 
Great Britain's maritime supremacy. They cannot, 
surelyi in so fiur imitate the Bright and Cobden party, as 
to advocate those principles only which have a direct 
operation in enhancing the value of their property; and 
they surely wiU not repudiate them when it is fi>und that 
tbey shall have the same effect on that of others, when 
applied to them. We shall see when the time comes. 
Meanwhile, the colonies are too much occupied with the 
visionaiy advantages of immigration, to attend to the 
fearful calamity that has just been decreed them. The 
experience of the planters has hitherto declared uncqui-^ 
vocally in fiivour of African labourers— the few that our 
cruisers have rescued firom the felon gripe of the slaver, 
and brought to our shores, having surpassed not only all 
other varieties of imported field-people, but the native 
inhabitants of their own blood themselves, in regular and 
continuous industry, although they still fall short of the 
enduring, toil-defying power of the European wcMrking- 
man in his own countiy. 

The number of people whom we have drawn here since 
the year 1835 is enough to stagger our fiiith in indiscri- 
minate importation. More than ferty thousand have 
been added since that period to our population, and the 
orops are still 6tty per cent, less than they were previously 
to the passing of the Emancipation Act; yet wages evince 
a dedded tendenqr to riso-^-signs that too truly indicate 
the inadequaqr ^ our additional workmen. Still, the 
Coolies had only been tried on a smaD scale, and on a few 
estates, when the clamour was raised against the Glad- 
stone slave-trade^ as the fection too soocessfully styled the 
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emigration from India, and it was stopped, until latdj 
revived again under the care of the imperial government. 
Thnsi 8tiU| like drowning men catching at straws, we jump 
eagerly to seize the proffisred advantage, and I, with aD 
mj finebodings, and little hope of anything, am carried 
along by the side of popular feeling— I should say, was so 
carried, for I confess I am astonished at the indi£fereDoe 
which eveiywhere prevails regarding this fiital Sugar 
Duty Act 

I have conversed with many of our leading men, and 
members of the l^idature, on the subject, and they agree 
with me, that if government does not save us by immi- 
gration, we are certainly doomed; and some even &nqr 
that in the veiy ^nettle^ of this danger they perceive iho 
flower ^safety.** Notwithstanding the experience they 
have had of imperial legislation, they say ministers would 
not counsel such an insane act, if they had not some 
measure in store for us, perhaps unlimited African immi- 
gration, which will enable us to support the competition; 
others, deeply inoculated with free-trade principles, are 
sure we shall not suiFer so much as I ima^e, and a few 
maintain, boldly and ignorantly, that we possess advan- 
tages in our rich soil to counterbalance a host of evils. 
Such are the opinions of various parties in our little state 
— the last two being those of the non-agriculturists and 
liberal gentry of (jeorgetown. There are two or three, 
whom I could name, who see the measure in its proper 
light, and say nothing about it, because^ what would it 
avail them? They have no opportunity of remonstrating^ 
and nothing will be attended to now until the efiect of 
the Act appears, in the fisdl of prices ; and even then can 
we expect to get our feeble wail listened to^ amidst the 
tumultuous roar of Cobden's successful followers? ^As 
well might we expect the flood to hear the hist ay of the 
wretch whom it devours. AlasI whfle writing in my 
lonely room, and committing to this silent depositocy my 
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grievous impediments, were obliged to import, at their 
own expense, and at the risk of losing their money finom 
want of written agreements, more than half of the people 
I have mentioned, fiom such places as the government 
would permit them to be brongiht. Since that year, cer- 
tainlj, there is some appearance of a desire to promote 
immigration, veiy probablj in the extravagant expecta- 
tion that it will enable ns to suppcnrt competition with 
slave-holding and slave-importing planters, which thejr 
purposed even then to expose us to. And who, I ask, 
could think and write coolly under such drcumstances? 
It is not in our nature. If the man bo even placed in 
our position by the force of imagination only, he will re- 
coil with milled feelings of fear and anger fiom the 
picture presented to him. Rebellion in all ages would 
have been the result of such insufferable wrongs, if there 
was the slightest {nrospect of throwing off the yoke; but 
the powers that be rely no less on the weakness, than the 
known loyalty of the West Indians. If the latter had 
been willing and able to alarm the government by an 
affidr such as the Canadian one even, ministers would 
not have dared to trample on and destroy them. But this 
vein must not be indulged in; I must pause till '^the 
heat be passed;** and, luckily, I hear my firiend Bidley's 
voice in the gallery. 

I resume my pen to record our conversation. It 
seemed that he came expressly to find some relief in talk- 
ing^ although with one who, in his opinion, sees things 
in the worst light; but since that day when he so firankly 
declared his own sentiments, he does not shrink finom 
mine as he did. Nevertheless, people desire to be com- 
finrted or cheered, although by words that are but wind, 
and thus few like to converse fineely with me, who have 
no reserve on the subject of our condition. ^Fine 
weather,** said he ; *^ those showers will tell on the young 
canes; singular, that though cursed by man, we are 
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sapremely blessed by Providence; the oldest inhabitanto 
say that thej do not recollect such a series of good years 
in regard to weatW during their lives, as that which has 
followed the year 1838." ^ It is remarkable. I think 
we have only had one rather severe dry season in all that 
time— troly, my friend^ a watchfnl Providence is required 
when man is so reckless. WeU, what do yon hear now?* 
<<The opinion gains ground that we shall have African 
immigration to any extent, subject to some limitations as 
to looilities.'' ^ Ay; those limitations are just the point 
on which the whole must hinge. We have been allowed 
to do things before under limitations; but can you trace 
the report to any authority?' '^ No, none whatever ex- 
cept the conjectures of some recently arrived passengers.'' 
^ I am glad of it, for the people here should not assist in 
deluding themselves — ^it is enough that others practise de- 
lusions on them— they cannot obtain so many people as 
they either expect or desire from Africa without buying 
them. Look at tlie report of our own agent at Sierra 
Leone — a clever, intelligent fellow, who devoted himself 
to the business for which he was sent, and who is now 
here. We cannot get free people, in a country where the 
bulk of the population aro slaves, either readily or 
abundantly. The Kroo coast seems to be the only lo- 
cality which affords a reasonable prospect of them, and 
the whole of its inhabitants would not redeem the West 
Indies, if transplanted there." ^ There are free people in 
Africa, it seems, but so scattered, that it is extremely 
difficult and expensive to collect them* 

''How do your Indians get on?" «Why, just as be- 
fore. Brown is kept m hot water by their childish fri- 
volity, and the Uttle work they do in the fields, after he 
has succeeded in enticing them to it— the&ctis, they oet 
as much by one day's work as will purchase rice iS 
pepper for a week, and why should they imkr «Thev 
have nJlicking felfcms at Success, who drink an J ^«J3 
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as well as the NegroeSy and prett j much like theniL* 
^ And how do they get on?* ^They probably do mon 
than yours. The calculation there is, that one Negro 
does as much as three— here Brown says oneAfiriesn 
does as much as four Coolies.'' ^ So he has said hi* 
terly; in iact, onr Hindus don't improve." 

^ My Portuguese," said he, ^ are useless as field peoplsi 
two-thirds of them being now in the hospital— ^they can- 
not stand the fidd work." <<I bcf^ to bo assured of that 
also; for, oven here, the fondness of money is becoming 
insufficient to keep them at it. They are availing them- 
selves of every saint's day that turns up, to be idle." ^A 
rascally set they arel We cannot get them to attend to 
their sick relatives, and, if they die, they are left by them 
to bo buried, as strangers may think proper; but a thing 
occurred the other day which I would scarcely have be- 
lieved if any person liad told me. 

^ A woman had a child very ill with a dropsical afieo 
tion, that the doctor could not reduce except by tapping 
which was done; but the disease returned, as it goneralty 
does; and when the woman observed it, sho remarked 
that the boy was going to die, and very coolly took him 
out, laid him on the road, and deserted him. The black 
sick nurse found the poor thing lying there, and took it 
to the unnatural mother, but she ordered her oS, and the 
nurse brought it forthwith to me. From what I knew of 
them, I feared that the mother would destroy it, and di- 
rected the nurse to keep it at her own house carefully out 
of her reach. It was a boy of about four years old, and 
in a couple of weeks he was better (apparently because 
he was away firam his parent), and going about the door, 
where the jade espied him, and, seeing that he was nearly 
r ec o vere d , did not hesitate to demand him with the 
cooles t effiontery. But I cannot allow of his restoratioo 
until wo see fiother." ^ They have little natural afieo- 
tion. I have heard of worse instances than this of 
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jouis; neverthdessythqr are an aoquintioii in their waj; 
they force some Negroes to the fields, who would other- 
wise be porterB, cartersi and jobbers of all sorts, aboat 
town; and they will do wdl enough at the boildings of 
our estates.'' '^Thej make capital sugar boilers; I 
have two in my copper wall, who are the best on the 
estate. But we can get plenty for in-door labour— even 
Gern^ans will do for that" ^ Ay I it is the bkzing sun 
that makes the difficulty, and there is no one but he who 
seems to have been designed by nature bt the tropical 
agriculturist — the Afirican Negro that wiU cultivate our 
fields properly." ^ But what security have wo that thqr 
would not follow the same course as our present ineffi- 
dent Negroes, if they were here for any length of time?* 
^We have no way of avoiding that, except bringing 
them in such numbers as will keep wages at a rate suffi- 
cient fi»r a comfinrtable subsistence, but not fiv the pur- 
poses of indolence and debauchery." ^ Well, well I it is 
not difficult to fi>resee the termination of it alL I think 
I am steded to stand the worst How are the Welling- 
hams?" ^ Why, as usual, they do not seem much more 
than generally anxious." ^ You have not heard the report, 
then r ^ What is it, in Grod*s name?" ^ Nay, nothing 
specially relating to them. It is said, in fiu^t, that the 
house he is mortgaged to, along with other planters, has 
sent instructions to their agent hero to foredoso all who 
owe more than one instalment" ^My firiend," said I, 
after a pause, during which I felt a choking sensation in 
my throat, ^ it is what we have looked for. Mortgagees 
most act « men u«iaUy do in their pcition. Iwondcr 
they have kept off so long." ^ And what will they gain 
now?" ^Why, the estates of their debtors, and, along 
with them, the chance that remains, if there is any, of 
returning prosperity and fimner prices of plantations. 
In fiict, they keep up the latter now; and it is no more 
than fiur that they should have the chance, such as it is^ 
of benefiting by better times." ^ Is nothing due to the 
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poople who hare strng^ed so long and anxioudj to pi»- 
aenre them?^ '^ A laige sum, the value of the pr o p er ty^ 
minus the compensation monej, is due to Wellingham bj 
the British government; but, assuxedlji the mortg^igees 
are not bound to have an j consideration tar hinu Yet^ 
they have been considerate^ and even liberaL* ^Few 
men can reason so cooUji under the drcumstanoesi Mr. 
IVemium; but it must be allowed that you are ri^L* 
^ It is too frequently the case that crediton are futimated 
by their conduct, without any reference to circumstances 
— ^why, they must act in this manner unless the dd>toc^s 
interests are to be preferred to their own; and if you look 
at the value of proper^ now, as amipared with what it 
was when these mortgages were passed, you will find 
that the holders of them must lose immensely, even by 
obtaining the estates.** ^ There is no doubt that our 
proper^ has been taken fiom us in an insensible, impei^ 
ceptible manner, by the gradual depreciation whidi has 
crept on us; and a most singnlar state of aflSurs it is that 
miJ[es a man who yet has no debt, and seven yean ago 
was worth £40,000, to be considered worth no more than 
a few thousand dollars now.** ^ Yet such is the case.** 
^ I see you are going — ^I shall go with you as fiur as 
Wellingham's. 

I found the femily, for the first time during many 
months, in the forenoon, all at home. They looked grave^ 
and it was evident had been discussmg some veiy interest- 
ing question. I was not kept in suspense; for my daughter 
whispered, while she took my hand, ^We have just 
heard the report; we are quite resigned.** She looked 
very pale, but quite calm. Charles had that sort of ap- 
pearance which a man has under an infliction which he 
wishes the world to believe he despises, while, at the same 
time, he feels it bitteriy, and his fether was wo-begooa 
and wretched in his aspect ^Well,** said the latter, 
^you come to tell us the news, I suppose; our destiny is 
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soon to be aooompUslied. Johnflon has just infonned us, 
on the best authority — that of our mortgagee's agent-^ 
OodPs win be donel'' ^Bealljr, after aD, my GAeadB/' 
said If as finnly as I coqU, ^this is no great misfintone^ 
if yon consider the matter properly. The Scotch have 
a proverb which dedarea that it is better to hare a cah^ 
mity realised than ahntys impending over ns — ^Better a 
finger off than aye wag^nj^'' is the originaL Anditwas 
never better qif^ied than in this case. Yon cannot sitA 
fer more than yon have endnred for the last three jmn!^ 
^Qnite tme,* cried Charies, afanost sternly, ^that is es- 
actty what I am always sajring.** ^Come^theni the worst 
ofit is parting with near and dear idatives — anmipleasani 
dreomstano^ oertainly^bnt wUdi yoong people^ e^ectaOy 
in this age of tiansmigrstioiiy are almost nmrersally 
doomedto.* "TTes, indrnd,'* said Gnc^ dieerily, <<and 
thisfionilyis not parted, it is only I wfaodiaU besqiMUV 
ated finom my fiumly— 41 Amgi dal by marriage I was 
doomed to undergo abea^* Hcrvoieefidteredalttlli^ 
and that alooe betngned to othen the inward erootfem thai 
was gnawing at bcr heart, and, as I coold pcteetvc^ Strug' 
gling with her natval strength of miiKL ^AkV said 
Welline^iam, qoite ovcrcxMM^ ^diis spot hm witnessed 
the hqipiest dsys of my fife; and hcie aay aa^d wife kA 
me for a better wedd; hcic^ too^ aay only duld Cfvtsaw 
the 14^; ead tkns to leasa il, as ootcasi and a \$^fg/urV 
«My dear WpTliii^w, das b nei Bhe yoor ishmJ pMfa^ 
sopfaied BHBMr of teeemi^ dK bdbts of a DaMsOy 
worid; look roaad yaa, aad see how aMay aMa, as M^ 
IB positioB, aad as happy ia oswy fdatioa ^4 tdup mm 
Mw, or wiB be aiBB, cxadtiy as yea ant. Uk^immJIk^ 

safe !• ate am felawiatfr ia vaar feelslaM. vIm iMMUii 

beaMBslteaa|aareriMMdad/w,fedtfMlMyifert 
from das daeaMfesMs whicfc a vteaew aad af^#%ll4 

mm mtMu4tAmimm%^km mmtmmmi^ 4m 
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severest calamit j. Y<m shall be with your son^ that is 
yomr principal oonsolationi and yon have the means of 
estaUishing yoandyes in another and mate fixrtonate 
land." <<Thank8 to yon ftrthat^mj dearest fiither,* said 
Graoey now also weeping; ^I am sore yon have nrach 
dimintshed yoor now scanty store tat this paipose."* 
''And what if I have; are yon not one of ns? are we not, 
Wellingham, mie fiimOy? What woold yon think of 
settling widi my wife, whose health| as yon know, is not 
so good nowy in some sweet, retired cottage in Old Eng- 
land — Charies might take a fiurm.'' ''Nol byHearenr 
burst in the latter, widi a savage and fierce gacolationy 
''I sit not down a denizen <^ that conntiy which has re- 
duced us all to starvation.'' ''Charles, dear Chaiks,'* 
whispered his wife soothin^y; and in a moment his better 
nature got the mastery. "FcMfgive me^ fiithen, fer trul^ 
I know not what I do.** Thus saying he abnq^lj left 
thenxMu. 

"Poor feBow," said Wellingham, "he has been blaming 
himself incessantly within the last twelve months, since 
our fate became certain, for linking one he holds dearer 
than himself with his wretched fortunes, and to-day, I 
^think, he is nearly distracted." "Ho does me wrong in 
that," replied my daughter, "for I entered on the duties 
of a wifis, as my father knows, with a fiill knowledge of 
the evils we were likely to encounter, and a determina- 
tion to assist in combating them; but it is in vain to sug- 
gest those things to him now." "And you have been 
to him and me, my child, the solace and comfort of our 
lives; as God shall judge mc. Premium," cried bo ener- 
getically, "I do not believe I should have been here 
now, had we wanted your ministering angel of a dangh- 
ter." "Then," said I, widi tean, for the first time during 
the painful interview, in my eyes, "then has she fulfilled 
her hi^ mission, and I fjiory in my child; it is the dark 
hour of 8u£farmg not the br^t sunshine daj of pioqperi- 
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fjf that proves what we aie. But whj should Charles 
be 80 sensitiye? he was, like eveiy man in the Colony, at 
the time of his-marriaf^ sanguine in regard to the future; 
he did not antidpate times like these, and it is little else 
than follji or morbid sensibility^ thus to allow the faults 
of the imperial government to rest on his head^ as acts of 
his own. I feaxed the temper and rather volatQe nature 
of your son, when the marriage took place; he has fnllyi 
by his subsequent conduct, removed those fisars, and cstar 
blishcd himself in my confidence and good opinioui and 
surely he is aware that it is so.** ^I know noty** replied 
his wife, ^but he is one of those who seek for applauso 
within tfiemselves entirely. Not that he does not highly 
appreciate the good opinion of you both; but still his mind 
is so constituted that he is unhappy unless he can try his 
conduct by it, and acquit himself.'' ^Therein doth he 
not defer, as he ought, to the experience of others. Come^ 
ChoriesI'' continued I, as he returned, apparently com- 
posed, ^sit down and let us discuss, quietly and temper- 
ately, the subject of the day." <*I beg your pardon, all of 
you; but at times, I confess, I find it difficult to comport 
myself with unvarying and unruffled composure; now I 
can do it, however, and permit me to say, Mr. Premium, .. 
that I fed a great reluctance to settling in England. I 
am a Creole, as you know; this is my native country, and 
if my Grace and I find that it is no longer a place for us, 
I would implore her to let our future tent be pitched in 
a foreign land.** <<And that land is Australia— so it 
was formeriy arranged. This proposal of mine is made 
because of Mrs. Premium's state of healtlu which has only 
latdy become indifierenf* He did not speak, and I 
could perodve that his wife's eyes were sufiused with 
It was not difficult to guess at what was passinir 
_ _ .' mind. «Charies has ktdy," said WdlinriianJ 
-tafanadWtotoaB^^^ 

Bntish Mmister^ and his ideas regarding Australia have . 
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nndei^ne an entire change** ^^Indeedl He has not 
stated that to me; and I was regarding Australia as the 
hist resource." ^But^ Charles, this is but an unnuinlyi 
not to say childish feeling which must soon go ctL^ He 
shook his head. ^Bely not on that, Sir; victims of op* 
prossioui widi passions like mine, are not soon reconciled 
to the destroyer.** ^^ Why, this is the language of insane 
rebellioni'* said Wcllingluun; ^<for God*s sake, Charles, 
keep yourself under control, and teach yourself to speak 
and act with moderation.** ^I am calm, you see, and dis- 
posed to speak quietly; still, it is my wish to giye free 
utterance to my sentiments, where I may with prudence^ 
and, in so doing, perhaps find rdiof fix>m the pent-up fire 
that almost consumes me.** Observing that his eye 
flashed and his nostril dilated, as he spoke, I was in doidit 
whether he could stand the ordeal that he wished to sub- 
ject himself to, but I felt, after all, it was better the work- 
ings of his mind should have firee vent, and advised him 
to conceal notliing that he dther felt or desired. ^I 
have only to say that my father misunderstands mo alto- 
gether, if ho thinks such absurdity as resistance to the 
power that overwhelms us ever entered into my calcula^ 
tions. I merely meant to avow that my dislike to Eng- 
land, as a residence, has token deep root within the last 
year, and, if forced to live there, I believe I should deem 
every man I met a foe.** ^I really did not think as I 
spoke, Charles. I wished to see you command yoursdfi 
and converse like a reasonable person. Bebellion I Alas I 
it would indeed be a tempest in a teapot! even if every 
colony, firom Canada to Guiana inclusive, engaged in it.** 
^Never for a moment, I am sure, has the thought of it 
been entertained through the wide spread settlements — 
yet much has been said, in language more violent than 
you ever heard me use, against those who have reduced 
us to beggary.** ^If such are your feelings towards all 
places above which the British flag waves, where would 
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you dioosc a Pcsidcncc?** inquiiXKl I. "Therein I am 
willing, and so is my wife, to be guided by your wisdom 
and exixnriencey" looking at his father and mo; "but tho 
kindred states of America seem to offer tlie most pleasant, 
as well aA the most profitable prospects, for one whO| liko 
me, is young, strong, and not unwilling to exert Iiimself.'' 
"Their manners and customs, Charles," said his iatlier, 
"are not those we have been acdustomed to, and I scarcely 
think we would find the people so agreeable aa you imar 
gine.** "But, Charles," said I, "it strikes mo Uiat your 
conduct now is at variance with your general behaviour. 
You are the least of a selfish person it has been my lot to 
meet with; would you desire to drag your father, and 
perhaps your wife, to a country they would not prefer?" 
I saw Grace watch him, in groat anxiety. It was evident 
that she would select her native land, if the choice was 
with her. 

"I am sure my fiither has no partiality for the old 
country; but, I confess, I have felt many a pang, fix>m 
reflecting that poor Grace might do violence to her feel- 
ings, in order to indulge me. Yet what can I do, l^Ir. 
Premium? I distrust myself. I feel that I would be 
always embroiled with the hard-hearted inhabitants, 
who would regard the feelings of a ruined planter as 
little as his fortune which they destroyed." "You must 
learn, my son, to do like others who live in the world. 
No man meets no one in life, except those ho likes." 
"True; but few men either can submit to be first knocked 
down, as we have been, and then abused, as we are likely 
to be." "Keep aloof fi:om such wretches; they are not 
fit fer society; only control younelf for the moment that 
chance throws you together, and avoid them like pesti- 
knce afterwards." He Aock his head. "It is easy for 
you to talk, and it would be easy for me, also^ to appear 
coovincod by your alignments, but I have that within me 
whidi it incompatible with a rosidenoe in England— I 
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YMiton ia wpaimg of die planlen in oar £itrict, fint 
jifWKoj d her attention, and op talking aoii o iMl y with Jamc^ 
the latter, bj degroci, let her know aD that die had 
learned; to^ withmt Tczing mc, thej spoke to each other 
on the sohjeet, and tbos became gradnaDj pcepared tat 
ihfi wofBt that ooold hqipen — and the fint portion of 
which I had now to annoonoe. Sitting down with mj 
wife, in her own foom, I began to remind her <^ fonner 
prirate oonrerMtions aboot bod ncwi^ which we mi^ 
expect from home, and the, who was intentlj regarding 
me, lieariog a deep si^ exclaimed, ^It is oome now 
tlion. Jane saw it m yoorfiices the moment the cairiage 
drore op* God's wiU be donci and let ns be thankfiil 
that we are all spared in ererjrthing but this workfa 
goods.^ ^I am rejoiced, bejond measure, my dear, to 
see you roceiro the intclligenco so composedly-- i^ indeed. 



you know what it is." ^^ Perfectly. You have not been 
able to blind us as yoor good natore prompted. Welling- 
ham's estate is to go under execution.** ''Even sOy" said 
I, much surpiiscdi and no less pleased. ^Sinoe you be- 
haTe with so much fortitude and resignation^ half of my 
uneasiness about it is gone. Wealth is not happiness. I 
feel for old Wellinghami rather than the young ones. 
Charles can earn a livelihood, and his wife can suit her- 
self to any state of sodety." ^^Ohl BartoUi do yon 
remember how proud I was in En^and of that girPs 
superior appearance; beautiful in persoui and elegant in 
manners, how few were her equals! Now, she is thrown 
fiom the sphere she was bom to adorn, and destined to 
be one of the drudges of creation; it is yet hard to bear.** 
<<It is so, my love; but persons whose opinions are worth 
regarding will think more highly of our girl now, than 
when surrounded by admirers in a crowded drawing 
room. I do; and I can safely dedare, that I have had 
more gratification in beholding her amidst domestic dis- 
tress — ^I mean as a woman, apart from her own suffer- 
ings — ^than at any time m our gayest days. She is the 
model of a good wife; and if you only heard how Wel- 
lingham speaks of herl" 

^Thank God, Jane has declined all proposals in this 
unhappy land; she is yet left to me.** There was no 
contending against this display of disappointed female 
pride. Glad was I to allow her to run on in her own 
strain, until she had exhausted her bitterness and vain 
rqiinings. At last I told her that I saw no prospect of 
any propriete in the Colony getting out of the dreadful 
state we were all in, except by total rum, unless, indeed, 
they have funds independent of their estates, and they 
have resolution to stop short in hying out, to uphold the 
Utter, and e*cn let them go. « You see, my dear, the 
advantage of a Uttle caution. That £5000 1 settled on 
you, and whksh is now safe in England, wUl, come what 
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rnqr, keepjoafiram wani." I aid this to make sure thai 
ahe had tha p ampeet fiiDj befixe her of our tataan dea* 
tinj." ^I care not Sat myael^ Barton; God know% I 
can life on little^ if I am pot to it (ahe had never tried 
jetygood woman);iti8fi)rthegirisIfed.'' Andinthia 
ahe wasy donbtleaB, perfectly anooe. ^But, ohi how 
thankfol weihoiildbe that our Urea ara^aredy in a cli- 
mate where death is so common. Look at the caae af 
those miserable Hnidicaonsy mined aln^ and two-4hivds 
of the fiimO J carried off about the rerj time their estate 
was sold by eiecctjon,** ^ We ar^ indeed, blest| in com- 
parison with them, and many others How many fiuni* 
hei^ fermocfy rid, are on this day without a homel 
Bot now, my dear, go down and spoak with Grace; she 
went with Jane into her room; and spoak fieely whatever 
yon think; have no reservation or oonoealment-^only do 
not hint at her nnfartmiate marriage, it mi^t have hi^ 
penod had she been united to any one. Of this yon mi^ 
be sure, she has a good husband, and by no means repents 
of her choioe^ even under present afflictions." ^I shall 
be severely tried, but you may trust me in regard to re> 
proaching her ; how could you imagine" — ^Nay, nay, 
don't misunderstand me; how can yov imagine I could 
mean such a thing? You reproach yourself incessantly 
about her marriage, and I feared you might do so now; 
pray, avoid it, for she is even proud c^Charies, and, after 
all, barring his strange temper, he is a fine, talented fel- 
low." ^Well, now that I understand you, I shall aet 
about this painful interview with great circumspection — 
painful it must be, for she has always ccmcealod finom me 
everything which I heard even firom strangers, doubtless 
fiom the kindest motives." ^'Ohl doubtless." 

We were that day a sorrowful, yet united femily; bat 
the gravest of the par^ were, unquestionably, Wdlin^ 
ham and Mrs. Premium. The former seemed to be un- 
able to withdraw his mind finom the contemplation of his 
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her danghter. IfeartlierelK 
first meetiiig than I expectody 



had great difficoltji after repeated bants <^ sorrowi in 
hingiiig her mother to a state of compoBure. She had 
foigottea altogether nqr caotioDs, and loodly bbuned her- 
self for destrojing her dan^ilec^s p rospects in life^ until 
the latter, stong by bcr remaiksy firmly and emphatically 
told her that she did not rq^ent, for a moment^ of what 
she had done;, and were it to do agun, she would many 
Charles. Indeed, she said it had all been predicted, every 
thing that is to hi^ipen, by her fiUher, as of probable oo> 
cnrrence, and she, being guided by her afiections instead 
of ambition, did not hesitate as to her choice* This 
had the efiect, and the good lady, beginning to recover 
fix>m the grief which the first sight of her child occasioned, 
reodlected the purport of our conversation, and matters 
went on better. Jane tdid me that Grace, on this occi^ 
sion, she was sure, cared for nothing but Charles. She 

was anxious about him, for his manner was disturbed, and 
his whole demeanour altered; he looked, in fact, like one 
at war with mankind* If ho recovered his usual state of 
mind, she would think what is to happen — ^nothing; in- 
deed, it is only what they all expected, and wherefore be 
overcome by it? 

In the evemn^ forming a fimiily circle without a single 
person with whom it was necessaxy to be guarded, the 
conversation became soon interesting; for eveiy on^s 
mind being occupied in the same manner, we desired to 
find relief in talking over the engrossing topic ^And 
now, Charks,** said I, <<you have had time to inflect on 
all that was said this forenocm. What do you say to tiy« 
ingEn{^? Isaytrying; ymur fiuher agrees to h, md 
your wife desires it Speak not, Ghace; you did not loll 
me so^ MTertheless I know it.** «And so do I,^ mM 
Charfca; « and I have suspected it since I fii»t '^JJ^T^ 
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fed as I do now.** ^If I have ever led you to bdieve 
that I had another wish than yours in this matteri it has 
been nnwillinf^yy'' said Grace, rerj gravely; ^fanit since 
it has been observed that I would prefer England to 
America, it does not in the least alter what has been my 
intention — ^to do exactly that which will tend to p romo te 
your happiness, without regard to my feelings.'' ^ My 
dear Graco,'' said Charles, ^can you imagine me so selfish 
as to permit such a course? I must say again, it is be- 
cause I have not fiuth in myself that I wish to avoid ool- 
lirions widi those who have wrou^t our ruin* I am 
quite aware that what I say may appear silly, and very 
like boyish impatience; and if, after fully disclosing my 
feelings and sentiments as I have now done^ it is thougjht 
advisable, and most likely to promote the general happi- 
ness <^ the femily, I am willing to do whatever you 
choose." 

^I expected this,** was my answer. ^I knew you would 
see the felly <^ repudiating your country; fer, after aD^ 
she is your countiy, and contains millions who sympa- 
thise with, and would save the unhappy planters. Think 
of that They ore not all of the Manchester school. 
And if you meet with one of the latter description, 
surely, unless he is rude to you, you can restrain your 
dislike of him, and behave like a gentleman.** ^ Really 
Charles,** said Grace, with a smile, ^^you are like a 
quarrelsome schoolboy in this matter; but now that you 
have put yourself in^o tlie hands of our seniors, all will go 
right I confess I am happy now.** Charles came round 
to her — ^ And is it possible that your happiness was in- 
volved in this question, and yet you would sacrifice it to 
humour my caprice, if it is sudi? OhI how silly yon 
have often made me feel I how miserably below her who 
is my guidel and never more so than in this instance.* 
So saying, he kissed her hand affectionately, and yet ro- 
spectftdly, at which we all smiled for the first time that 
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day witli anything like glee; and old Wellingham re- 
garded them both with a beaming look of warm ap- 
proval. 

^ Charlesy'' said ho, faintly smiling, ^' tell ns frankly 
what has given rise to this suddenly increased hatred of 
Eingland." ^Surely," replied Charles, quickly, ^<it is 
not necessary to ask that. All feel as I do, but few so 
intensely — so engrossingly; and on that, I believe, lies 
the whole difference. But I will relate to you an anec- 
dote, whicli, perhaps — ^I will not say positively— first in- 
duced me to think that the atmosphere of Britain, tliough 
cold enough, in all conscience, might be too hot for me. 
While there^ I was either at school or college, and I left 
it very young — as ignorant, in fiict, of men and manners as 
a youth could be. So I cannot speak of the people from 
experience. But, a few months ago, I met Donald 
Campbell at a dinner party in town — you know ho only 
returned about that time, after an absence of a year — 
and he was relating^ as all our visitors of Europe do, the 
singular things he had met with. Among other stories, 
he had one of an incident at an ordinary, or table dClioiSy 
in Liverpool, at which all were very agreeable, until, in 
the course of conversation, it came out that Campbell 
was a West India planter, when a surly man, who had 
scarcely spoken before^ said abruptly, ^Planter, eh I hope 
you treat the blacks better— <an you make them slaves 
yet? — flog them well, eh?' Campbell, you are aware, is 
veiy good-natured; so he laughed at this as a capital joke, 
and told him the flogging was all over — ^ Worse luck 
ours.* < Worse luck yoursi eh? By G — dl if you had 
your deserts, you would all be flogged to death. Pay 
twenty millionsi ehl and you are ruinedl Sarve you 
right' And he struck his fist on tlie table, looldng 
round finr the a[qmbation of the company. < Surely, sir, 
yoa are joking^' said Campbell^ veiy quietly. ^Noy sir, I 
iiever joke. My opinion is that eveiy planted^ must be a 



S49 

raacal — take it as jou like.' < Shamel shamel' cried one 
or two^ while Campbell rose 000II7 enough, and strock the 
brute to die floor. < Gtentlemeui* said he, then, to the 
rest — * a few years ago, I was a man of good fortune— -I 
am now on the brink of ruin, by the agitation of such 
men as that,' casting a lode of scorn on the humbled 
anti-colonist — ^'that is my apology for this rude be- 
haviour.' They were candid enou^ to say he was ri^t, 
and his opponent got a hint to move off, not without a 
card firom Campbell, however, but nothing more came of 
it Now, such a thing as that would, I fear, bring me 
into a scrape that would make you all wretdied.* 
^But, don't you see the feeling was against that brutal 
fellow?" said Wellingham. <<WeD, well, I am schooled 
good manners be my speed." We were all much better 
now, and even rather cheerfuL ** You should kiss your 
wife's hand again, Charlie," said George—^ 'the rod,' you 
know." ^ 'They prate of scars who never felt a wound,' 
— but this is no time for jesting, Greorge," said Charies, 
more gravely; ''we must settle our future proceedings 
even now. Do you not think so, father?" "The sooner 
the better; for we do not know how soon the provost- 
marshal— that gentleman, who has had the misfortune to 
become grey, and be obliged to use spectacles at sixty, 
which is believed to be his time of life, may be among 
us with his myrmidons. You are aware that he has op- 
posed the projected reform in his office, on the plea that 
it would very unjustly diminish his emoluments, after he 
had been made prematurely old, at the above age, by our 
dimate. Thus the underlings of government still seek 
to batten in our impoverished Colony!" "I heard of 
the absurdity," said I; "it is of a piece widi the rest. 
This man, a subaltern officer in the army, has enjoyed a 
place worth £2,000 per annum for a length of time^ and 
when it is found the business of the office can be done at 
an immensely inferior cost, he coolly objects his own 
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Id Ehr)^ » HiU UMtf^ 
moodisoC If W piii ywi wider w gywU i ilki i »WiW«»v 
wfajTy ym cm all cone kae—dwiv k fwm WMH^t^^ 
^What jom waj m perCscdy jusl,* said Wfllii^am, 
though it cEd not snike ma at first I ftar I am liko 
Charles — a fitde impatient xaaAeat tha droomatancca.^ 
^Barton, Barton,** said mj poor wife, who had k«pt 
wonderfullj silent, ^ are yon going to send mo off in ihi« 
manner, without even consulting mo?** ** Mjr dear/' «lild 
I, ^the doctor told yon a trip to a cold ollmata will 
soon be essential to yon, and I tfiought wa had dliOttflMMl 
the matter then." << Trao cnougli, but yott always in- 
sinnated that yon were to go also; and I shall ruti gfi 
without you— thaf s flat** ^We sliall saa, tbraa or fimp 
months after this; there is really no naoassity ti^r fmMhH 
hasty arrangements." We than cntarad into a fulil^ 
lengthy disCTsaon on the stata of tba Cokmy f^m^Mff 
and that espedaDr of our own aafiuinUui^jim m4 hMm^ 
boors, eadi comnmnicatiiig wImI pmik$dtm i0 m4 
learned at dtSiiat tanca smc* dba kuA mm§ itf^^ ^ 
the new Sogsr Daly hA% wA m iftktt$ M mm \m fmm ^ 
plonddaAaadKaqmiafaMn^ Mimm^m^km^Hk 
tftut wfwMBim nas NBa ipwas wwwj w saw yittm^w^ ^Avwswy 
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peroetTe thai he had received a blow too severo fer his 
senatiTe nature^ and effivts were required to induce his 
firiends to bdiere that he had got o?er the wocst. 
Qiailes still preserved, though somewhat modified, the 
dogged, soDen look whidi he had the iidiole day; while his 
wife^ with an even flow of checrfid oonvenation, or of 
ocmsecntive observation rather, which was wonderfhl, 
strove to make ns all as comfbrtaUe as posnblc; and 
she did sooceed partially with all, tbou^ her mother 
could scarody do anything but watdi her, with a tearful 
eye, all the time they were with us. 

Jane, however, ably seconded her sister; and they 
graduaUy led us aD out <^ this miserable countiy to the 
meny days <^ chiUhood in their fiitheriand; and after 
taDdng over old stories for a little— ^ And why not revive 
those days? We are poor, but we shall be happy, happy 
as the rustic people around us," cried Jane; ^we ouf^t 
to rcjcHce that we shall be so much better off than manj 
rfour wretched acquaintances; it is a sin to rqwe— is it 
not, papa?" ^ It is, my dear. Under our drcumstancei^ 
you are right to be as cheerful as you can— <nr under any 
drcumstanoes; for it is not cmly against the Divine com- 
mand to give way to despair, but it betrays a weakness 
in our nature, based on a selfish principle— for there are 
few so stricken by misfortune as not to be less severely 
hit than others." ^ All things should be judged by com- 
parison, suffering like the rest; and ours is nothing to that 
of twenty I could name in a breath," said Grace. ^Oh! 
my dear duld," cried her mother, ^how can you?" 
^ Dear mamma, just listen, while I show you how happy 
we are to be: — ^We shall have a nice fiurm, with a pretty 
cottage and a large oak tree, near a brook, exactly like 
that we had in other days; and the children shall play 
under the tree, as we did in days of yore; and you shaD 
behold them as you did us; and you will be so happy " 
Mamma smiled through her tears at this. ^^ And Jane 
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shall sing that song whidi papa wrote when he came 
here, about the two countries and their inhabitants.'' 
^ I shall sing it now^" cried Jane, getting up, excited by 
her sister^s enthusiasnii and looking at me for approvaL 
^ Traljy my deBr/* said ly ^ I think the music may do 
goody" glancing at Wellingham, who seemed at times 
ijuite abstracted. Jane ran to the piano^ andy speedily 
arranging her musici sang one <^ those effusions— half 
comicy half serious— that I wrote in better days for their 
amusement, and meant to warn them against the gay 
life which they had been told the West Indians gene- 
rally led. 

Mabch, 1847. 

A PAMPHLET has just appeared, written by <^a planteri" 
which has caused a great sensation throughout the pro- 
yince. In it the writer points out the effects <^ the 
Emancipation Act on the crops of this Colony, which 
have been diminished by one half; and, as the conse- 
quence of such a falling off> a fearful depreciation of pro* 
perty, which he clearly prores by quoting the sales of the 
same estates, at difieient periods, during shivery and 
freedom; winding up the whole by stating all the 
sales which have occurred since the year 1888; from 
which it appears, that up to 1840-1, the prices continued 
to be good; but, after that year of high-priced sugar, 
there was a gradual decline in the value of estates, 
until, in 1846, they were reduced to one-fiflh of the 
prices obtained in 1840. He then shows the utter im- 
possibility of competition with Cuba and Brazil, to which 
we are exposed, under such adverse circumstances; ez* 
posed, in feet, at a time when nothing but a lemedial 
measni^ in the shape of additional labour, could save us 
from ruin, even under the protection we enjoyed, as the 
cooseqiieiiee of emandpation. The mad policy of our 
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government cannot fail to strike ererjr one, on peroang 
this unpretending pamphlet It is diflicolt to aocoont 
fi>r the excitement it has caused here, for the truths 
stated are exactly those which came under the obaerra- 
tion of eveiy man; perhaps with many it merely gare 
utterance to their own hidden and secret thon^its; 
while, with others, not given to thinking it placed their 
case so strongly before them as to arouse attention and 
create alarm. The anti-colonial gentry am<nig us are 
furious at the author, a veiy quiet, unassuming character^ 
who keeps aloof as much as he can from puUic a£Bun^ 
and denounce his production as tending to cause unne- 
cessary alarm. 

One Badical paper declares it to be downright nan 
sense, for the Colony is just on the ^ turni" and com- 
mencing a career <^ unprecedented prosperity, under the 
auspices of free-trade. Beally, the madness of party is 
the most singular of all varieties of the disorder. One 
could scarcely foncy that it would go so £aur, in the teeth 
of facts staring every one in the fiice. But while the m*- 
jorily of the colonists unite in praising this production, 
they seem to overlook the object of the author, which| as 
he explains in his pro&ce, is to draw attention to what ha 
considers the only means by which the Colony can be 
saved from complete ruin; and these are, the removal of 
all restrictions in bringing people from Africa, and per- 
mitting British subjects to purchase slaves there, for the 
purpose of emancipating and bringing them to the West 
Indies. 

He proposes, in fact, the adoption of a plan similar to 
that recommended by Mr. Hume, by which the West 
Indies may be preserved, and the cause of humanity and 
of civilization signally advanced* He also dedarei^ un- 
equivocally, that without this measure it will be impos- 
sible, in his opinion, to continue the cultivation of sugar 
in the British settlements. 



I lii:¥e alreadf tud that I beotated M to the pi^^ 
of adopting a scheme like Mr. HmiM^i^ od aoooont of ite 
being a departure fiom the line of poliqr and the position 
we had taken np in regard to the daTe-tnde, and mij^t 
giro fineign nations reason to saj that we were erading 
our treaties, and acting with insincority towards them. 
The beneficial effect, of it <m the Negroes I never doabted| 
thoo^ that is exactlj what is called in qoestion by the 
anti-colonists. There can bo no doobt either that the 
min of the sogar colonies can be prevented only by snoh 
a measore. It may bo doubtfid if even it shall soooeed. 
The fiict is, that if it ihaU not, nothing else eon. 

In order to gtre a dear and distinct record in these 
pages of my ideas <m this important topic, it is' necesiaiy 
to take a view of the present state of the Afirican popu- 
lation, in regard to the slave-trade. The new^Nipers are 
already teeming with aoooonts of the impetus given to it 
by the Sugar Duty Act of last year, and preparations 
are making by parties interested in Cuba and Braail| for 
cariying it on with a vigour commensurate with the 
grand olject to be attained ofdouMing their crops, under 
the enhanced prices of produce, and thus quadmnliiig 
the revenues of their estates. It is impossiUs to dottbi 
that these statements are correct; Cir, if the (rfanteri and 
merchants of those co untri e s feund it to be of so fmndi 
advantage to them, when sugar wae at a l#/w prica, him 
great must be their inducifmeni now, when tfcw MlUk 

1% cannot be dodbled thai dv OMet of IMva irW 
swan widi dsfcn^ aad that dM d mm W/ fcif imfimUl^ 
tenor win U incwssd in the aaaie f^ ^^f Nt l Am, t 4h 
not doubt ala» that w« iini httftt ^ aMM Af MMudk^i^ 
MBit Ike ye^ai^ M ^ikm «/ «to «aa. 1^ 
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nd, m boA CMe% Ae kmgk to be Uocblad 
ikNMaidi of BikiL The abnlna npiraHo of tiM 
tnJe by d^ of w«^ Lawuj i Afiica ead Bnai^ wiH it 



But no fitiOBti mni wiD mjiljy fien diet mfimtiiiiile 
ciiminilin ce^ dat die AmUjiiw of fiee-lnde ihoaldbe 
eppGed to dns elMwiiinatioOy end die iweti wididniwii* 
We mi^ 18 wdl «ty to i sngBao, tbit, if he cumot 
core hk petaent ndieiDjy he ihoald iDoir the Jwne to 
deitraj Um It onoe; or to i ftlon, thit, beome ire ci»» 
not put m end to die oommisBon of die crime tar whidi 
he is coaTicted, we resohre to let him go imponished. 
But what cire die cotton lords of Minchestar? doubdess 
those mischievoiis men-of-war interfere with the sile of 
broad dodi and tnanperji which ire nsnaDj exchanged 
for slayes, and thus dior operations are thwarted. I 
firmly belieye that we shall have them, hereafter, endea- 
Yooring not only to remore die btockade, but the treades 
under which it exists. Sndi persons, widi Cobden and 
Bright at their head abroid, and Mihier Gibson as their 
representative in die cabinet, will raise the ciy of hu- 
manity to doak dieir proceedings, while their actions 
clearly show that no dass of men can be more resolved to 
advance their own interests, irrespective of eveiy other 
consideration* 

If it is allowed, as I think it most be^ that however 
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much the traffic may be crippled and impeded I^ the 
activity of cruisers on the coast of Afirica, it most, as a 
necessary oonseqoence of access bdng permitted to the 
Enj^iah sogar market, continue to such extent as to take 
off many thousands annually to Cuba and Brazil, but 
especially to the latter count^i unless means axe devised 
to strike at the root of the evil in its very stronghold. 
And it does appear to me, that a measure such as that 
recommended by Mr. Hume, carried on under the super- 
intendence of the governments of France and Great 
Britain, would be most likely to efiect that purpose. 
France, in consequence of what is now going on within 
herself among the friends of emancipation, will soon be in 
the same poation as our own country in regard to her 
colonies, fbr the latter will be forced to emancipate their 
staves^ and, consequently, the same deficiency in the ao- 
eustomed labour, will impose on her the necessity for e& 
fectnal measures to supply what it wanted. The two 
nations must either adopt some scheme to give the plan* 
ters hands to cultivate their estates, or come to the reso- 
lution of allowing thdr sugar establishments to perish. 
And whether we regard this plan as one calculated to 
benefit the West Indies, or to promote the cause of hu- 
manity and the civilization of mankind, it will be deserv- 
ing of attention. 

In conmdering it, with reference to the latter, we must 
never lose sight of the fact that the purchase of the Afii» 
can slaves hy the persons whom the two governments 
appoint for that purpose, would be followed by their 
manumission on the spot; and that those men, thus re» 
deemed ficom slavery for ever, would inevitably fidl into 
the hands of the iDidt slave-dealer, and be dragged, at 
the hazard of their lives, and through shocking hardships, 
to unmitigated bondage^ or be butchered on the coasts 
nnless thqr were thus to fidl under the nierdfhl protection 
of lawial antbority. The opponents of the scheme dwell 
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withasortof homnroii it^ becaiue it is actoallj renewing 
the daye-tradey and puidiasmg human Uood| bones, and 
sinewB. In all ages, the act of setting a captive firee has 
been aooounted hdj; and breaking asunder the chains of 
the slave has been esteemed a deed of inngnUr beneficence 
and magnanimity, when accomplishedi as it would be in 
this case, at the cost of individuals. In the ehivalroiis 
times of Europe^ men devoted themselves to the redemp* 
tion of their oountxymen, enslaved bj the heathen, as an 
atonement for crimes. It is natoral for ns to revolt, at 
first, firom the purchase; but let any man put it to him- 
self, whether, if he had a brother who was a slavey he 
would not consider it a good deed to pay down his pricey 
and knock off his fetters. 

Wotdd any man pause at the threshold of the captive's 
dungeon, the two being so connected, to inquire whether 
he was not about to infiringe on a grand principle^ by 
buying a man? It is almost absurd to suppose that any 
such person exists among those who are worthy of being 
called men. On the contrazy, the wretch who would 
hesitate for a moment, under such circumstances, would 
be regarded as an outcast from socie^ — and most de- 
servedly. If the principle is morally and religiously right, 
it applies equally, and with as much force, to the case of 
the poor, firiendless Negro, as that of him who is brother 
to the noblest minister in our cabinet. The slavery they 
endure in Afiica is of the most cruel and degrading de- 
scription — ^their lives being at the disposal of their lords, 
themselves savages, and accustomed,^ both by habit and 
disposition, to look on their slaves' in the light of cattle, 
and, as unworthy of feeling or commiseration, to be slaugh- 
tered with as liUle remorse. That this is matter of fiict 
can be ascertained by reference to any traveller who baa 
visited the head-men (kings, forsooth!) of any of their 
tribes. 

Let us place in juxtaposition the condition of a Negro^ 

8k 



after lie bat been nld to ooe of those iDidt deidersi and 
that of another who hai been taken up bj onr goTem* 
mcnty and rmlf f in' " < ^ ^ iMiwnnittiA The wretched 
shive, being transfatred to the ireafd, is fixoed to aqueen 
himadf into a wpmee wfaidi hb hoij oocopieB entirely^ and 
in which he lies exadfy like a hning in a band, with 
the thennomeSer at blood heat, and the atmo8[diere im- 
pr^nated, to a pestilential degree^ with eThalrtions fiom 
hondreds of bodies so packed. The constant and ezoes- 
sive perspiration creates an inunoderate thirst, which all 
the water the ship is aUe to cany can only irritate, not 
allay — and this of itsdf is a species of tortore almost in- 
tolerable. Throo^ioat the voyage, even if it is fiivonr* 
able, no alleviatkm can take place in his distressing sitoi^ 
tion. The poor wretch may die in his place, and lie days 
befisre his body is removed. I believe this occun on 
almost every passage. Bnt, if the weather is boister- 
ons, the incessant jostling^ caused by the rolling and 
pitching of the vessel, aggravates, to a state of perfect 
agony, the miseries of his former condition. Many of 
them die under the consequences of a gale of wind. If 
he is attacked by sickness, he has scarcely a chance of 
recovery, as one may imagine, under the circumstances, 
and dysentery is a prevailing disease among them, owing 
to the bod quali^ of the food (generaUy a mess of inferior 
rice, perhaps half boiled) with which it is customary to 
supply them. 

In Aaxt, it is computed that a third or fourth of their 
numbers at embarkation, will be lost on the voyage, b 
ordinary cases; and the foct is too well ascertained, that 

the ruffians m charge of them have, en sundiy occasional 
thrown them overboard when the ship was diased by our 

cruisen. I^uBiiert behold hhn with his fclfcws,m4w, 
sickly hwkmft and dejected, m the baiieoon^ at B^ 
or Cuba, waiting for pnrcfaaasn. He is handled Khd » 

cowm the same positipii, and at Isogih is taken effcr« 
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planter to his estate^ where, we have it from undoubted 
eridence, he is fiiroed to work sixteen out of ererjr twenty* 
fimr hoars, and, in place of a comfortable cottage in which 
to repose for the few miserable hoars he is allowed to 
deep, he is driven with the rest into a sort of stodgrardi 
with an open shed, where, like any other cattle, thej are 
locked op for the time of rest permitted to them^ — no s^ 
parate houses being granted to particular fiunilies. This 
promiscuous huddling together of them, like inferior ani- 
mals, is universally practised — in Cuba, at least The 
poor creature has no hope of alleviation — ^no relief to look 
forward to — except in death. 

Now, let us see the other picture^^ — ^Thcre is a man, 
manacled and tied to his comrade, with a dogged, saDen 
look, as if expecting, yet not caring for some dreadful 
doonL He is handed over to the white man, who tells * 
him he is finee as the wind of heaven, but, as the price 
of his freedom, he must work for five years in the West 
Indies, during which he will be paid for his labour at a 
rate much higher than he could form any idea of; that 
he should be allowed to choose his master at the end of 
every month, if he desired it ; and the law would protect 
him in every right and privilege which all men enjoy 
there; then, at the end of the five years, he might return 
to his own country, rich in money, but richer still in the 
civilization he has acquired, and in being admitted a 
member of the Church of Christ. He fells prostrate, 
overcome by bis good fortune, and, on rising, his aspect 
has undergone a wonderful transmutation — hope is there 
now, and the joy of unexpected happiness. He is taken 
to a vessel fitted up with the most scrupulous attention 
to the comfort and the health of its inmates, and bound 
by the Passengers' Act to carry no more passengers than 
three for every five tons of her burthen. There is a 
medical man, with a suitable number of nurses, to attend 
him in illness. His food is carefuUy provided; and to 
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the cooking and distribotion the ntmost attention is paid 
bj the officers of the ship. The Negro feeb at once that 
he has entered <m a new state of exiBtenoe, compared with 
which his lifis in the African wilderness was as darkness 
to lig^t. This continues with him. 

On landingi he is hired I^ a planteTi ^dio places him 
in a sabstantial cottage, with as mnch garden ground as 
he chooses — Amushes him with what articles he requires 
on the instanty besides his working implements, and tells 
him that he shall be supplied regularly with provisicmi^ 
until he has learned the manner in which his countrymen 
boy their own fixxl; and, finally, that he shall be paid as 
his comrades are paid, at the rate of twenty-pence for a 
task easQy done in four hours. Behold him on the after- 
noon of his first woridng day. He is sitting at the cot* 
tage door — his work being over — and he is tuning his 
banjar with an expression of inward satisfiustion and coiv* 
tentment which the sun of Afirica nerer beheld on the 
▼isageofaslaTe. 

Id a desert kme, mischance had rooted him; 

TnimfHaakted now to this soft Tale, 

like the green thorn of May his fbrtone flowersl 

To be the property of any man is the hardest lot as- 
signed by Providence to a human being. But to belong to 
a savage, in a country where neither law nor justice is 
permitted to interfere between the two^ is to be con- 
ngned, by cruel destiny, to the very acme of earthly 
miwiy. We find, accordin^y, that the degraded crea- 
tures, when first brought into communicati<m with Euro- 
peans, are exactly sudi as a lon^hereditaiy course of suf- 
fering and subjection would make them. Scarcdy re- 
sembling^ either physically or morally, the enlightened 
inhabitants of a ctviliaed country, they strike the latter 
with astonishment And it is a fiict wdl known in the 
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West IndifiSi that the poor wretches, on coming to the 
colonies in toanet times, rqdoed exoeedinf^j on finding 
that, when thej committed a transgression whidi re- 
paired conectioO| thej were flogged, and not beheaded, 
I have oftm been tc^ by Africans — ** Bndom coontiy 
good^-no cot head — floggee no more;** whidi phrases 
express exactly the same sentiment 

It is from diis condition, then, that it is prop osed to 
reseoe them; and the proposal is regaidedwith horror by 
the Mandiester school, whose gooda now finrm the medimn 
of exchange between the Brazilian dealer and the native 
slaveKmner. They are shocked, in the first plaoe^ at 
the idea of simply pnichasmg men and women, whatever 
may be the motive; and, in the next jdace^ becaose the 
African chie& will have, from the opening of this new 
market tar their slaves, an additional inducement to en- 
gage in wars for the purpose of acquiring them. But, 
does it not appear, on the first view of the case, that if a 
powerful king should drive the whole of a neighbouring 
tribe before him to the coast — a tribe who were the slaves 
of a rival chief— to be there sold to the Europeans, and 
emancipated instantly afterwards, the tribe in question par- 
ticularly, and the cause of humanity generally, would gain 
immeasurable advantages? But ihej say again, battles 
must be fought, and many people slain, before one nation 
could obtain possession of the slaves of another. It is 
doubtful if such wars are undertaken; but they are not 
likely to be bloody when the object is to take captives; 
and we have the authority of travellers for the fiict, that 
the slaughter occurs when the captors have been disap- 
pointed of a maricet on reaching the coast, where it is the 
custom to put their prisoners to death, to^save the cost of 
maintaining them until a slaver arrives, that being geno- 
rally higher in amount, even for a fow weeki^ maintow 
ance, than the fow yards of paltrjr Manchester doth, or 
the Birmingham musket given as the pricey vronid saJBoe 
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to repay. Bat the melancholj &ct is too well known, 
that the inducement ahready exists which an extended 
market affords. And the question reallj to decide upon 
is, whether it is better to allow the captives taken in those 
wars (if such there be) to be carried as slaves to Brazil 
and Cuba, or brought, as finee people, to the colonies of 
France and Great Britain? For, if we consider the ad- 
vantages which the oommissionerB of those two countries 
would possess over the illicit trader, there can be no 
doubt that, in a short time, they would obtain possesrion 
of the market, and drive the ktter altogether out of it 
Instead of bringing their slaves for sale by stealth to the 
coast, and concealing them there, the chiefr would fetch 
them openly, receive their price, and see them manu- 
mitted immediately. 

Treaties might be entered into with them, by which 
they would be bound to produce their slaves at periods 
specified, when vessds would be prepared to receive 
them, and the certainty of getting them disposed o^ with- 
out the dehy now attending their transfer, and the con- 
sequent expense^ would be sufiBcient to secure to the 
emandpatoTB a monopoly of the trade, and, together with 
the operations of the fleet, which can by no means be 
dispensed with fer a time, in a short space to put down 
altogether the present barbarous and destructive system. 
The number taken off from the coast of Africa, as free 
labourers, would certainly not exceed that which must be 
cairied away by the slavers under the stimulus of the 
new Sugar Thxty Act, which, it is computed| will average 
from 60,000 to 100,000 a-year. It may be doubted, in- 
deed, if the agents of lawful authori^ would take so 
many as those of the brutal traders; nevertheless, it is 
unquestionably in their power to get whatever propoN 
tion may be judged proper, by the means which I have 
just mentioned, and by giving a price as hidi as that 
wUdi is customary with the latter. Now, if this be the 
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case^ as it seems indubitably to be, what becomes of tbe 
aigament that we would create wars bj the new demand 
for slaTss? 

I cannot perceive thatany measure^ except therestontioo 
of his fimner protectbn to the British sugar coltiTaliori 
would be so successful in uprooting the dreadful enormitjr 
which stands forward at this moment — the finilest blot| 
under all the drcumstances, <m the honour of Great 
Britain. We have entered into sdtemn treatiea with 
fixeign states tar the suppression of it, and, like the thief 
who hoodwinks his victim bj a fidr show of honesty and 
candour, while he is meditating how to rob him, we offiar 
a premium to the brutal smugglers engaged in the hor- 
rible traiBc, in order that sugar may be three fiuihingi 
per pound cheaper to the English consumeri and we sii 
as many as we can of those who are bou^t by the 
dealers, and do with them precisely what we mig^ do 
without subjecting them to the risk of a murderous voy- 
age, and a perpetuation of their enslaved condition. 

I am interrupted by the rapid galloping of a horse into 
the court, and by exclamations of grief and surprisCif — I 
sit down, after an interval of two days, to record the 
dreadful incident which has overwhelmed us alL The 
horseman proved to be a messenger from my eldest 
daughter, who despatched him, scarcely knowing what 
she did, to summon me in haste to her house. The man 
told, in the same breath, that his old master was no mora 
— ^he having been found dead in his bed-room, a few 
minutes before he came away* It is impossible to describe 
the effect this shocking intelligence had on my fiunOy. 
It was some time ere I could bring them sufficiently near 
a state of compo«u» to permit of my leaving them far . 
Still more painful scene. I found Grace in a firame of 
mind that did surprise me, although I knew the power 
she possessed over herself on such emergencies. She re- 
quired it all, for her husband was frantic. Hehad thrown 
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hmiflelf on hb fiubef^s bodj, and, bat fiv her, on the first 
impolse of his eonated feelingBy it is haid to tdl what mi^t 
have happened. I finmd Bobertaon with her, and speak- 
ing in a soothing strain, while Qiazles loj' on the floor, 
his body oocasionallj agitated, as if bj some coDrnlsire 
mo?ement— but he qpoke not a word. I tried to ronse 
him to sdf^ommand, bat he mec^ raised his head, and 
cast on me a soowl, in which grie^ deqiair, and eren 
anger wore strangdj blended. ^Ohl CSiarksI my has- 
bandl* cried his w^ <<win yoa not tpeak to me-nme?'' 
and she^ as if {^nng way also to the emotion with which 
she had hitherto strog^ed so socceasfaDy, hty down be* 
ade hinu Soddentf , the victim of woe^ patting his arm 
nrnnd her, bust mto a passion of tean^ and die doctor 
whiq)ering that he would be better now, we withdraw 
together. 

Bobertsoo then, in answer to my anxioas inqairies, told 
me that llr. WdUn^iam had never coosolted htm aboitt 
any iDnesB, and he had learned fiom Kfs. Charles and 
the servants that he jfipeared, particularly within the last 
ten days, in veiy low ^lirits^ bot there was nothing dst 
about him to indicate sidmeas. I could not fkil to pST' 
ceive that there was wv^^} uiiliaiiasiiii€iH about the 
doctor, as he talked in dus manner. ^In Go^s name, 
theD,''saidI,«wfaatkitr <<This; which I found in the 
room," replied Bobestson, after survejmg me keenly to 
see^ I soppoae^ whedier I was cio mp ose d enough, and be 
drew ficom his podwt a vial, labeOed, ^PriMsic Add^ 
Poison.'* I ftit a ^w«t»*M i^mmi me, like a Ui^dit, at this 
unenected infteffifleoee^ and sank into a A§if^ e draudil 
of cold watery ftomfdy wdminkunif revived nm U^ 
standy. «Do ihgr know itr asked ^eafifly, ^Vo«^ 
«Thank God kr that" « Jnst my opifl£m,'' said lim 
doctor; *% fad^ I would hMs kept it from you, ttf nil 

other person has ascB thb fiital ptoof of tlM unhappy deed I 

kM miKk neenniad wkh her huAand. 
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and none of the aerrantfl can read. Bnt thero is another 
eridence, and only one. I finindthis on the table.** So 
saying) he handed to me a note, sealed, and addressed to 
me. Instantly opening it, I read the few fellowing 
words: — ^^'My Dear Preminm, — ^I am <me of many vic- 
tims to the times. I cannot bear up against my evil tat' 
tone. Yon or Robertson will be fost here, and no one 
before yoo come will be in a fit state to examine into this 
room. I rely on your discretion. Farewell, my dear old 
finend; may God bless and presenre my chOdmi, fecgm 
me, and permit ns all to meet in a better worid. C. W.* 

Tears fell fest ftmn my eyes as they dwelt on this fetsi 
scroll. ^AlasI poor WellingfaamI yoor sensitive natnrs 
was an too firail fer the mighty burthen fete had imposed 
on you; and your son, stronger, yet so much the creaturs 
of impulse, what is to become of him, fer he regarded his 
fether as part of his own being! ** ^True,** said Bobert- 
son, who entered into my feelings, and sympathised with 
them; ^it will be dreadful at first, but we have nothing 
to fear; his mind is strong, and the firm beliaviour of 
his wife will gradually bring him round.** 

It appeared that the court had, two days previously, 
issued its ^^flat Exeeutio^ against him, and the myrmi- 
dons of the law must, of necessity, be within a day or two 
in possession of his estate. No one had told me of it, for, 
in feet, it was a matter of course, and just as certain of 
occurrence as any other event. I thou^t Wellingham 
resigned, and perfectly prepared. But his <dd servant 
told me he spent many a solitaiy hour at his wife*s grave^ 
and his opinion is, that parting with that spot troubled 
him more than anything else. We agreed that the cause 
of death should be concealed, and that the secret, known 
only to us two^ should be inviolably kept I had no doubt 
of Robertson's discretion; and it was a relief to me to 
think that I had it in my power to save those who were 
dear to me the mimy of knowing it. While we were 

2l 
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8tin speaking together^ a servant mentioned that Mr. 
Ridley was in the drawing-room. We went down and 
found him, with mingled concern and consternation on 
his honest countenance. He had galloped over on the 
impulse of the moment, to learn the truth. ^It is, in- 
deed, a sad and sorrowfiil event,'' said I; ''but God's will 
be done!" ''So sudden; what has it been— a fit?" "Just 
so^" said the doctor, readily; "something of that sort." 
After making many kind inquiries for the fiunily, and 
ofiering to look after the estate in the meantime, the 
warm-hearted fellow left us. 

For some days I made that house my principal place 
of residence, and had the satisfaction of seeing Charles 
gradually regain his self-possession, under the skilftd and 
assiduous guidance of my daughter. The estate was put 
under sequestration two days after the ftmeral, and Rid- 
ley relieved firom the charge of the cultivation, which he 
had entered on with zeal and alacrity, although he had 
much to do at home. My own affairs demand my most 
anxious attention. The crop of this year promises indif- 
ferently, and the sugar market already evinces a tendency 
downwards. It is evident that I shall soon be among the 
majority of planters, and burthened with a plantation 
which cannot pay its expenses; while the ftmds I possessed 
elsewhere are exhausted. I may be thankfiil that my 
mind is of a difierent stamp firom poor Wellingham's; 
but I cannot help feeling as if I were an altered man, 
and, truly, the change firom wealth to poverty must pro- 
duce a revolution in a man's moral condition. It is scarcely 
posrible that one can possess the same ideas, the same feel- 
ings, or the same habits, when circumstances operate so 
pow e r fi iUyon his external andphysical relations. Whatever 
it may be— whether my health is beginning to feil under 
the load of anxiety with which it has long been oppressed, 
or a gjloom is settling on me firom contemplating the past 
and the ftitnre in conjnnctioo, and pioducing that chuige 



S67 



on the man wbidi I hsre just been qiealdng o^ I know 
not, but thmgB are i^pearing to me nndcr a new aqpect 
My fiunQj must go to En^and, tar mj wife is fiur fiom 
being well, and it is desinUe that she and the WeDing- 
hams should be remoYed, in a month or two— but I really 
cannot more— it is jnst the crisis. One year will decide 
whether it is possible to do anything in this nnhappy 
jdaoe^ and it is ri^t that I should make the trial, although 
I am satisfied already that, nnder the immediate infloence 
of finee-trade and of Manchester, little short of a miracle 
will prove adequate to the vast diange that most occur — 
first in the minds, and afterwards in the measores of these 
on whose fiat rests the destiny of our colonies. 

Three weeks have now ehq)6ed since Wellingham's 
nnhappy death, and his son is again fit for the active 
duties c^ life, although shoddn^y altered in appearance^ 
and grave and moody in manner. I am almost dafly 
throwing out hints and insinuations to lead them all gra- 
dually into the belief that I must remain another year in 
the Colony, in wder that justice may be done to my af> 
feirs, and eveiy remaining chance allowed them. Ridley 
has just been with me. He has been fortunate enough 
to meet with a man who has feith in the mother country, 
and in our powers of competition, and who has actually 
ofi*ered him four thousand pounds for his estate. ^It was 
sold for £50,000, twenty years ago,** said he, ^the land 
and buildings being valued at half of that sum. I am, 
therefore, ofiered less than a sixth of their cost before the 
passing of the Emancipation Act; and for the other half 
(the value of the slaves) about £10,000 were paid; so that, 
if I accept this sum, the loss on the property, inflicted by 
the British government, will be £36,000." <<Be wise in 
time, my fiiend,'' said I; ''would I had taken what I 
could get some years ago I You are losing yeariy; put 
a stop to such losses, and keep what you have.'' ''It is 
my own opinion," replied Ridley, with tears in his eyes; 



Ae kvUip ii gnt^ 9hut ao aiwdi 
dioaduu maetj*^ to Mfjui tM 
woni wffUkk 

^Tt is loo IHK^ mj dev Bidlej, nd I can onty mj 
that im ne aH aEke; ^ denon of dmtnictioii •ems to 
haifo taken pcMMMB of our niktB.* ^Batlrar,* said )m^ 
with g^8teniBfr qnes^ ^'die fiuntidsm of theoiyy and the 
spirit of partj. I was htdj reading 'Humphrey Clin- 
ker/ and thm I met with the description of a prime 
ministei^s levee^ which struck me ferdblj. I mean the 
scene where Mr. BramUe, whfle waiting in the ante-room| 
p ero ei Te s the Turidsh ambassador enter with his drago- 
man, whose arriral being announced, the minister, then, 
in the hands of his barber, rushesy with the cloth under 
his chin and his fiioe covered with soap suds, to embrace 
the amazed Turk, and then returns to finish his toilott 
The ambassador, wiping off the soap^ addresses a hw 
words to the dragoman, turning up his ejres at the somo 
time, and Mr. Bramble, being curious to know what bo 
said, makes uiquiiy, and learns that he had exclaimed 
piouslj, ^Holj Mahometl no wonder this nation prospers, 
when it is governed bj a council of idiotsi' The only 
difierence between that council and the present seems to 
be^ that their measures are not alike successfuL'' ^Yesf 
truly our present cabinet should stand high in tlie esilma* 
tion of a true Mussulman — who bdicves that &iciotM 
perKms act under the inqmtion of Heaven^^ ^ J eaii* 
not think, after an,** rqiUed my friend, ^that mli$klm§ 
really believe in those monatnms tboories whiefc turn y990» 

pounded to them by the antMoiomd iiMSlfon, and iiv^ 
by that power, wUch m aO a^es has mmtmrn A^P 

« Yon mean, of oomaa, tlM power friMi UMH «^W^; 
unseen, piriies dism and dio notioii to i wi r or ^l^ / ^| 

mean the strangsie pof^, wlUb gh'^w Imt i^ ^M^Ain^M^ 
fiir, kttaiy, tUs has Won inviiiaUr fl^ mm ^ mmf 
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Bill, wfaiA wrfiHMwd die ptednmimmce of the dcmocn^* 
tic princqile^ and, oonseq[iientty, of die maniifiKtiiniig in- 
terest, in die decisions of pexliaiiieDt. In ftcmor tinie^ 
we luid membefs of perBammt; we hsve now del^giles 
sent thefc^ not to cipm s i their own opinions, delibenitefy 
snd mstardy considered befixe being adopted, whidi, 
as edocated men, ther aie able to do^bnt to stale the sen* 
timfnts on die guvetuinent of nations taken vp hj igoih 
imnt men, who aie neither abk nor willing to w«i^ deln 
beratd^die aignments for and against a m easur e^ and 
who baid for what thejare told, hj demagognes more 
knowing than themsdres^ is far their own advantage."' 
We had a long c onversati on, whidi ended as all con* 

her Mjgesty's adTisers; which, thoogh certainly finding 
Tent in sodi observations as I have just lecofded, ii^ by 
the rec^irocation of opinion, moie excited in the main. 
Smety no one can wonder at sodi a stale of feeling 
am<mg men who see their fertnnes, in most jntitmrfs 
created b j themsdves, wwefi away bj no act of their 
own, but by the deeds of othersy firom their grssp. Poor 
Bidley seems dreadfully crest-fidlen. I imagine his des- 
tination will be Cuba, from some inddental remarks that 
dropt from him. I believe he wiD take the paltiy som 
offcaned for his once fine estate, and withdraw far ever 
firom British role. 

Ut JuLT, 1847. 

The donds are lowering more and m<»e gloomily on 
our political atmosphere. Prices of produce diow already 
decidedly the influence of Cuba on our n^wrk H . A feel- 
ing of despondency has taken possession of the most san- 
guine, and those who laughed at the fears of othen are 
now really alarmed. Although few in number, they are^ 
among the {danters, those proprieton whose estates^ bom 
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die adrantaget of nngnlailj ridi soQ and other local 
caoaei^ liaTe, even vp to tliis tiiiiei giren a dear rerenne 
to them; and among other daiwewj those who can tee 
that their f i osp mij depends on that of the agrieoltnral 
interest 

My fiunilj^ with great rdnctance^ have agreed to pro* 
eeed to En^and without m^ and thej are to sail about 
die middle of this month. Charles is again Umsd^ but 
I rely dziefly on his wife to keq> him in a state of eqna* 
nimitjr under the distre s sin g dreomstanoes. I bare not 
disguised fipom dieni my anlid|»ations of complete min In 
this Colony; and they wiD go with an ndentaoding 
that die small som I have set i^Mot will conslitiile their 
wholefertone. Whether die soothan ports of Eofope 
may not better s«it boA it and my wiCi^s coiistiloti^ 
may be a ^nestioB for coHideffstioB; bat tb^ wiD be ionie 
time at home after Acir arnvd, mUsas dbe deetofs ^sfder 
it otherwvep 

GeofgB lOMM «tt M^ mhI I i—pi i i j 1m wfll 1m» 
to take nnwEate dkafge «r db piMlMtiMi, 6r Htmftf 
Bk« • pad mliErr ■ aeitm, «b» ««• M* mmmMt 
dootiagadr partly and iiycimiwtMtt to ^ |(mw»^ 

lm\,egmtolotktMaart»«amrhm4»f1m0m»U' 
prngitmrnto i' \1k»\mf4mn»nf^k»^imm 
withMiqwier j ai igwi i f UttAhtmrnfmy^ftmnhtk 

yikhammtmmm0fimwik,i^m>Mft^Um*»M, 
kf 4* Bitfifi fim^t^ im »0m » M***- 
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to eoafim aD thifc I lamed tnm odief , 

doVB IfgJUdlllg DOB cfaflKi CK pWlplB. As OMD to 

eoo^ete wUk dbe voboil aatifw of Afiica in tioptal W 
booTy diejr itaiid imjuj n uie moio jwitiuMy widi ngui 
to Aar iwmif liton^ as oojrioi twdro jouus to ■M&indM 
a g iiriJif J tyfiitiiwt of Europe. Thoir pkjacal infe- 
PDOty ii ewiStBBt to the Ncgpoo t h a md f ci . IftheHbft- 
dn is better ahk to Maud die njsof the wan, he is not 
stwiug e i ' Qt so Strang) as die man of Madaia. Our 
urgBBt noctwMtj has tanprt ns fearihlly to be cantJons in 
bnngiiig all sorts of people^ or Esther waaj sort, saf« 
Aftiransi to our shores. We hsfc^ after great hdMmr, 
and overcoBDong nnidi opposiboH| been permitted oj go> 
feimnent to raise a kian to die extent of £500^000^ ix 
the pur pose of importing Coolies finom India, and retain- 
ing them, after fire jeanf serrioey at die cmrent rate of 
wages in the Ccdonj. The expense of bringing diem is 
seve ntj- fiTO doDan, and of retoming them, die same; in 
an 150 doDan, or £16 eadi passage; altogedier, £SS fiir 
one Iffinda. It is compoted bj those who hare had 
most experience of them here, that, taking into aoooimt 
their finequent absence born the field, and the wori^ they 
do while thej are there^ three of them will be reqnired to 
perform, in one year, the tasks which one Negro^ even in 
his present disorganized state, does on the average. We 
are thus paying, in as fiu* as r^aids the cost of import- 
ing and exporting those people, as much as ahonld bring 
ns three efiective men, while, in reality, we have only 
one; and we are under the necessi^ of finding booses 
for ninety when accommodation for thir^ should be sa& 
fident, with everything in the same proportion. 

And these are tho labourers with whom we propose to 
compete with native Afiricans, bou^t at four hnndied 
dollars a-head, and kept at the rate of twenty-five dol- 
lars (the cost of maintaining tliom) per annnm^ while 
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tbqr are wrought nxteen hours a-daj. We will give the 
anti-oolonial party the fiill benefit of the interest on daye 
property cm which they dwell so mnch, and still the cost 
of die dare win not reach 50 dollars per annnm; whereas 
oor Coolies cost ns fiill j more in the expense of bringing 
and sending them awaj (which| spread over fire yearsy 
amoonts to 80 dollars per annum, without interest on the 
money adyanced)| and, in house rent, at the low rate of 
two dollars »-month — the twenty-pence fi>r ererj day he 
works being the additional cost of the Coolie over that of 
the Negro. But when we consider that one slavei well 
fed, will, in sixteen hours, do as much as the Hindu in 
six days of continuous labour, we can discern the hope- 
less nature of the present struggle at once. What an 
idle thing it is to exclaim against the immorality of the 
Spaniards, and their cruelty, when our own country is 
the sole cause at present of their oyerworidng and killing 
their sUves. If they do so, is it not to the people and 
parliament of Great Britain that this great fact is owing? 
Is it not to them the planter of that island is indebted fer 
the high price he now gets for his sugar, as compared 
with what he received formerly, and which makes it pro- 
fitable for him to use up and expend Negroes bought 
— thanks to the increased slavo-tradel — at throe or four 
hundred dollars a-head? Theterm ^free-trade'' was never 
so much misapplied as to this shameful encouragement of 
the sUve-trade. It is like settling a fight between an 
armed and an unarmed man, and giving it the name of 
a finee, just, and equitable settlement. The Cuban or 
Braalian planter is triply armed — ^the British sugar- 
grower naked and defenceless. A Spaniard cased in 
mail, and trampling on a miserable American, would be 
a fit emUem of their relative position. 

The men of Cuba, among whom are minted a great 
many shrewd, calculating Yankees, have been trying 
ewy method for years back to make the business of 




n mtfoaammwm mSmar wmaul m ngad to Mm 
powcn. b k a wcD knovB &ct Alt ft hocK^ to 
cxteDt, win pre iimtawl lalwr for iaucM e J 
wod* Tijc pwirtfT of Cgbft iwitjuiiw uic mdc wut frooi 
fetJiiig higeiytheBoplK^gro. ThektteriiiBcqiftble 
of looking fciw juJ inlD fiiUuilj ; the pRoent k all tluit 
!■§ limilwl liciiHigi pctiiul Ibbi to oontcnplale* If be 
IMS the praped of gettiiig mh coonoooi diniiff or si^h 
per fitmg bong iniinit hii pnnapal cn|ojriiieni-*he ii 
monDj supported dnong^ioat his eid nooi tadc m wd m 
better fitted, bjr ample Doarishinent for it, phjsicallj. He 
has none of thai wear and tear of mind which prejs on 
the body, and which, in drilized man, ariaes finom deep 
thoo^t and the exercise of reasoning powers, not pos- 
sessed hj the other, to say nothing of those sensibilitiesy 
arisingoot of an artificial state of society, that are totally 
unknown to denixens of the wiMemess. 

One of the most popokr theories in Britain is, thai a 
skve can nerer compete with a firee man, and it has its 
origin in that disposition of Englishmen which I haTe 
jnst mentioned. They imagine either that firee Negroes 
work like Whites in Europe, or they take the case of a 
man, such as they see in their own ooontiy, employed in 
agricolture, finroed off by people of a difibrent race, and 
compelled to labour, fisttered, and in constant terror of 
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tlie whip, and of death itself— the case of one reduced 
fiom compensated to uncompenssted laboor — finom a home 
of happiness and comfiirt to a place of filth, miserji and 
human degradatiooy die yerj aspect of which is enou£^ 
to break the sfint and pandyze the strength of the nn* 
happ7 individuaL It is always assumed that the slaT»> 
hdder reduced them to die oonditioa of staresy and upon 
this the theory rests. The spirit of die man being cmdied 
and broken, by the diange in his conditaon, his physical 
powers are diminished according, and it implies thai 
the penon preriouslj ooeopied another and a better posi- 
tion, before he came into the posscsrion of White men« 

Now, when the &ct is known that the eoodttion of the 
slaye in Cuba is better than that of the same pefKm in 
Afirica, we wif^ tmcj that die theory, like other dog^ 
mata founded on imaginalioii, would toffle dawn from its 
baseless eleralion. Butthi^it seems tobe tnqMSsiMefor 
our co untr ymen to undci stai ML An idea once implaiiled 
in theirsensorinmisiSlBcultcffemoriL JotmBiiOaski 
himself <<ConUIw«kashardif Iweteaskrer and, 
with a shake of Iw head, grateljraBswefs^yo.'' Jfilfs 
toidhim, ''TliatisanuBfoirwayefpwffiagiheftMe ytm 
are a man wcD ofl^ and haffj m every ttliatitm t4 Ub^ 
and a ratiooal penoa Mfi t0j0mkrmw^ jmi mumUmp 
and to sink under mmbitmmt, tnm IPiKig m kf if k 
should overtake yoiL BwLmilkm^smmiti^mmmmkli^ 

tm»-^A)aMamfctUm^amfm^mmtmii4ii(Wwm 
—and he canel. Eke yw, aAkt hi mmW fcy ^t^m^^t^in^ 
hb presei^ with his pait fltaatiMu W^timwiitfm4 
7^ g^ jlaiy ^ W9A tmm him. Tk^if mm ^ m t^^tm 
taken fium s wRSdbel cart€f> wW a t a n^i hm^ i^ * 4#^ 
ma's tfabl^ whose he Si Ui$^ M^ h mmi Sh ^, 
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iamr or §wt hamaf laboor par 
Tk |lHiv«f OAft en M an 
kcBAelpwal tsML WUktlieaDBe- 
are datrayvd Irjrtfe zaok vioeai of dietrapici^ 
dKW of tkfc idaiid are kqA benlifiiDjr den; wluleov 
cmei oftm «poil ai the mill fitvot want of lyBMk to grind 
dwoi off and o o ndnrt die iMmfifln re of aogtf, die pco- 
cev tnere ii gone vbnn^ witti mobnu^and undefiaft^ 
tag p ropriety. Tbe abaohite eontnd wUdi die da;r»- 
hoUer powcMcg over die actxms of his labourecBy gnr<68 
him an adrantage over the culthrator hj free hibonri 
which, in fiict, renden it doobtfol i^ eren under the moit 
abundant snj^ j of the ktter sort, the oompeCitioD coold 
be soooeasfbD J carried on in oar ookmiea. It is an ad- 
rantage so great, as to take precedence of aD others 
enjoyed by the Cuban or Brazilian, even the cheapness of 
kboor itself; and it is just the want of it which, in free 
countries, is finind to be the greatest drawback. In the 
densely-populated plains of Hindostan this is the case. 
Nevertheless, in order to give the two systems a fiur trial, 
as against each other, the importations of labourers should 
be £reed finom all restrictions, and those imported who are 
most likely to tn^intmin the struggjle against dieir kindred 
in sUreiy; and this brings me back to the subject of 
African emigration to the West Indies. 
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From the obfiervations I haTe alieadjr made on this 
topicy it will be seen that I belieye the caose of philan- 
thropj would gain more eren than the British sugar 
planters, bj the adoption of a scheme like that of Mr. 
Hume's. The effect woold be to bring those poor, de- 
graded oatcasts of creaticm fiom the bmtal darimess in 
which they are plunged, into the light of Christianitjr, 
and within the pala of law and civilization — to throw the 
strong shield of British protection around those who^ in 
their own fell land, are at the merqr of ruthless and easilj- 
inforiated savages, and without an earthly power to save 
them. 

If this fiict is doubted, let the writings of all the tn^ 
Tellers who have visited those benighted regions be con- 
sulted — ^fix)m Mungo Park down to Mifeod, Rankine^ 
and the latest writers on the subject in general. The 
customs of the chiefi seem to resemble, in some respects, 
the funeral games of the ancients, inasmuch as th^ con- 
sist of ceremonies in honour of deceased relatives, at 
which men are sacrificed to the manes of the departed, 
so that they may serve them in the other world. On 
these occasions they have dances, during which, if an 
individual makes a false step, so that he loses his footing 
and fidls to the ground, he is instantly withdrawn fix)m 
the circle and beheaded, the accident being considered an 
evfl omen. It would appear that a certain number, in 
proportion to the rank of the chie^ must be immolated 
immediately after the death of a near connection, and to 
them it is customary to give messages to the dead before 
they are despatched. One of those authors relates the 
story of a kin^ whose mother had died, and who had 
sacrificed a respectable number of victims, each having a 
special message to the deceased; but, after sending off 
the last, he suddenly recollected some wotAm that ha 
should have given him to convey to her, and, calling an 
attendant, he delivend the jMf^Mryl to him. The poor 
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fellow, not being prepared for the honour, was leiaed with 
fear, and dedared ^that he did not know the waj." ^I 
wfll show you the waj," cried the dignitaiji fbriona at 
anything like opposition, and, so sayings he nnsheathed 
his sabre and struck off the victim's head at a blow. Is 
it to be considered a crime, even in Manchester, to 
rescue people firom being, in life and limb^ at the uy&nj 
of men like this brutal savage? Is the mere fiict of pay- 
ing a sum of money to deliver the wretches fitxn such 
cruel bondage a crime of so deep a dye? We have seen 
the mist of fenatidsm bewilder many good men; and we 
can understand how an excited and disordered imaginap 
tion may mingle fiction with truth, in such a way that, 
by their obscured feculties, the one is not easily separated 
finom the other. 

But here is nothing to mystify the plainest and most 
matterK>f^ict understanding ; — ^the question simply it 
whether it is meritorious, or the contraiy, to 
the most wretched people on earth form the cruel o pp r o s- 
sion they endure, and to place them among the happiest 
peasantry of the known world? I am much better satis- 
fied as to the good effect which this scheme would have 
on the tribes of Africa, than the planters of the West 
Indies, unless the operation of the plan be accompanied 
by some measure of protection, for a time, to the latter 
against the slave-dealing foreigners. In feet, there is 
reason to apprehend that, before the good effectscan have 
time to manifest themselves the cultivation of the West 
Indies will disappear altogether, if the unequal competi- 
tion is forced on them stilL At this moment, estates are 
chiefly kept up by creditors, who know that a return to 
prosperi^ is the only manner in which their outlay can 
be recovered. Therefore, they risk more, in hopes that 
the good sense of the nation will again vindicate itself 
and cast off the pernicious, new-fengled doctrines of the 
day. But when they give up hopes of this Uessed con- 
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The fint step would be to enter into traities with the 
chiefii who at pmmi npfij the Cohan and BraziUan 
dayen with cazgoea, on audi a baae aa woold render it 
adTantageoos for them to adhefe to them. Thisy and the 
eatabliahment of agents in suitable localities, woold en- 
sue a constant soppljr; while an emigration scheme^ to 
soit the dxcomstancesy and under the siqwrintendence of 
the goyenunents of Fnmoe and En^^and, woold hare to 
be oonstmcted immediat^i in accordance with which the 
Afincans would be removed in comfint to the Colon j, 
whether French or F<nglish, finr which thgr are designed. 
Contracts with such rude people are out of the question^ 
at least, until thgr have been tor some time in the West 
Indies. They wOl understand thai thej are to remain 
where thej are placed, tar a certain term of jears. The 
particulan of an agreement thej cannot comprehend; 
but it oertainlj would be desirable, and of great import- 
ance to the planten, if thej were bound to remain at 
least one jear on an estate, after thej have acquired in- 
telligenoe enou^ to understand the nature and obliga- 
tions of the arrangement. It would tend to confirm them 
in settled habits; and the nature of our cultiration is such 
that we should be assured of the number of workmen we 
are to hare far a jear, in order to know what extent of 
cultivation we should keq> up finr that length of time* 
But, supposmg an those preliminaries to be arranged to 
the sati^iction of the authorities q>pointed bj the im- 
perial government to siqwrin tend the allocation of the im- 
niigrBnt% we shall fi>Dow them to the plantations, where 
Ihej are to min^ with the settled inhabitants. 

It must be expected that the people imported under 
this sjstem would be diffiBcent bom the captured Negroes 
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whom we get occasionaUj now. The hitter, fioia having 
been detained at Sierra Leone, or some other port, for 
adjudication! perhaps a length of time, have, fiom mix- 
ing with Europeans, got rid of much characteristic wild- 
ness and feroci^ of appearance, which, if thej were 
brought directlj and without impediment, thej would 
possess, and which in &ci distinguished them in a mariced 
manner Srom the Creoles in former times. If thqr oome 
in a few weeks from Africa, they wfll not onlj have the 
indigenous aspect of the rude natires there, but be 
unable to speak anj christian language; and, as the 
ntmiber of Africans in the West Indies is now yery li- 
mited, it maj happen that considerable batches maj be 
located on estates, where none but themselves can con- 
verse in their native tongue. The Creoles would disdain, 
if they could, to ^^ talk country'' to them, as they BtyiB 
the different Ghiinea dialects. This, by limiting their in- 
tercourse, would be a fovour of the planter, whose object 
would be to keep them from acquiring the idle^ spoid- 
thrift habits of the old inhabitants; and, for this reason, 
the more rapidly they are imported, and the more they 
are kept apart from the latter, the better would it be, un- 
til their numbers and their more industrious habits should 
preponderate over their more civilized compatriots, with 
their idle and reckless propensities. It is evident, if 
they arrive in small parties, as they have hitherto^ that 
they will be absorbed into the mass of idleness and pn^i- 
gacy which now exists in the colonies. 

To preserve to them that disposition to labour in- 
dustriously for money, which the native African, in so 
for as we have proved him, possesses, they should come 
in such numbers as to admit of their being settled on 
estates in considerable detachments, so as to form a small 
community among themselves, accessible to the Whites 
through an interpreter; and, among the latter, the 
dergyman wiD be our best and moat efiectnal agent in 
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humanizing and keeping them right As thejr acquire 
the English language^ thej will mix with other descrip- 
tions of labourers; but still| if thej are in sufficient num- 
bers, they wiQ prefer the society of those who are bona 
/de countTTmen to that of Creoles. The difficulty will 
be, probabljy in graduallj reducing their wages to the 
sura which will enable the planter to compete with his 
daye-holding rival. It will be impossible to begin with 
that amount; and they cannot be made to understand 
the efiect of competition in reducing allowances. In 
hdf the same difficulty would be experienced in settling 
wages by fixed rule, that we encountered in 1842; and 
labour must just, like other marketable commodities, con- 
finrm itself in value to demand and supply. 

Thus, some time must elapse ere the latter is sufficient 
to satisfy the fbrmeri so as to reduce the rate of wages to 
something like the amount which mi^t afibrd a chance 
of competition with slave-growing countries. During 
that time, and until it is ascertained that labour sufficient 
to bring wages to the rates current in Barbadoes, of 6d. to 
9d.per diem,is imported, it is to befisared the chance, which 
might otherwise be given to the colonies by the measure, 
would be lost, unless some protection should be allowed 
them. Every year this is becoming more necessary, and it 
is probable that the first of firee importation would be the 
moat txying in the fearful crisis. What number of steady 
labourers might be necessaxy to keep up the crops of 
British Guiana at their former amount, may be pretty 
nearly guessed at by referring to the population lists of 
1830, and preceding years. The number of the work- 
ing dasses of all ages then, including children and invar 
lids, may be stated, in round numbers, at 100,000, of 
whom 25^000 mig^t be able4>odied labourers. This is 
not one yearns anticipated importation into Brazil of 
amngg^ slaves, who are all strong penons. But say 
tlial the importataon in fiunilies^ which is the method that 
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deed mnit eone ofcr Ike iCate «f Wot Infia aflUn eve 
enj one weald dunk of incuiiing tbif bcge eipen£tare 
fiv the poipoie of czeating propertf , now snlijected to 
such sodden and ndnoot depfedation. The Hmits of 
enltiyation are, therefixe^ confined — fint, faj the number 
of estates; and, seoandtyy bj the extent of impoldoed 
land belonging to them. 

It u tnie, in existing plantatknsy the Tiigin soQ within 
the dams is not exhansted. There is jet a ccmsidenble 
breadth on manj of them; but the most fisrtfle maj be 
said to be now in cnltiTation. On the coast, some, bj 
the terms of their original grant finom the Crown, ha^e 
right to what is called ^a double" or even ^triple 
depth** — ^that is, thej can have, bj applying fiv them, 
crown lands behind their estates and in bush, to the ex- 
tent of 750 or even 1,500 roods in length, bj tlie 
breadth of the pkntation itself; or, in other words^ % 
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oontiniuilxmoftlie latter to those extents. Andtheonlj 
expense (which is still Terjr gieat) required in taking in 
gnnind aconding to this ri^t, n thai of impolderin|^ 
trenching clearings and planting. But most of the coast 
plantations are ahead j oq their second depth, and the 
distance firom the buildings n fennd to be inoonTeniently 
great; so that, without erecting new work% there is littfe 
chance of considerable addition to the cahiration in that 
waj. 

We can thus with us make an approach to ascertain- 
ing what number of eflkctire labourers will be required 
to accomplish that which has so long been a desideratum 
in the West Indies — the adaptation of supply to demand 
in the labour market If we take into consideration the 
number of cotton and coffee estates, now irretr i evably 
abandoned, which employed a considerable proportion of 
our slaTe population, and make allowance for improve- 
ment in the industrial habits of our present woridng 
classes, we shall find the requisite acquisition not so very 
finrmidable as might, at the first ^ance, be imagined. It 
would be absurd to set down any precise figures to decide 
the number, for the most minute calculation on the best 
data must still be ocmtingent on circumstances which we 
can neither ocmtrol nor foresee. But the fiurt is indis- 
putable, that the vast tracts of fertile ground so much 
talked of fay the anti-colonial party as available, are 
literally closed to the planters, no less fix)m lack of capital 
than the impossibilify of gaining by bringing them into 
cultivation, as much as if they belonged to the empire of 
Brasil; and thus a woridng population, equal in colleo 
tive strength to the fonner slave one, is all that is re- 
quired* 

The system recommended, which implies a residence 
of no more than five years of the immigrants in the 
Colony, may be in finrour of the planters, inasmuch as the 
phoe of those who had become indiffisrent to labour, firam 
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having amassed what to them wonld be wealth, mmt bt 
occupied b j firesh hands, eager to fellow in the nme 
track. It is to be remembered, that the wages of the la- 
bourer, if he is industrious, ferm a Terjr inoonsidenUe 
item in the list of advantages. He has many ways sf 
acquiring money, such as cultivating what extent sf 
ground he chooses during three^fths of the day; lais* 
ing stock, of all descriptions, on the firuits of labour so 
bestowed, namely, pigs, poultry, and, in some localitM^ 
cattle; and when they have a HtUe capital, thera is a 
savings-bank to receive it on good intecesL 

The NegrO) after five years of industry under those 
circumstances, would be in a condition to return to his 
native country in every respect a new beings and, in the 
eyes of his savage kindred, a man to hold hi^ pbos 
among the loftiest of the tribe. But, in order that they 
may retain the habits and ideas of dviliaed life, in so fiff 
as they have acquired the latter, it is obvious that thef 
should settle together in numbers sufficient to heep Jsp 
those habits, and to spread among their countrymen the 
knowledge and the civilization they have acquired. For 
this purpose, it might be neoessaiy to establish, in those 
countries whence the slaves are chiefly obtained, ferts 
with small garrisons, around which the returned emi- 
grants might settle, and from which, as from a centre^ 
the light of religion and of European manners might 
spread among the rude sons of the wilderness. By 
training them to arms, they would become able to defend 
themselves against the attacks of neighbouring chie&i 
over whom their superior intelligence would give them 
decided advantages. It must be borne in mind that, in all 
barbarous countries (look back six hundred years to our 
own), warfiure is the usual state of society — strangen and 
enemies are synonymous terms. It is only, after thedi^ 
fusion of knowledge and the dawn of civilization^ that 
hospitality begins to be thought a virtue. Distrust is the 
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instinct of wild people, to preserve them from those who, 
like themsdvesy are occupied entirely by strife and blood- 
shedy and who have no sense of honour, and no feelings 
of componction or pity. The sjrstem thus established 
would promote trade and commerce no less than the 
cause of humanity. The towns which might arise round 
those ferts would become nmrts for the exchange of 
European for Afirican commoditieS| and the advantages 
arising from it to all parties would be the best guarantee 
of its endurance and ultimate success, either as regard- 
ing the extinction of the illicit slave-trade, or the civili- 
zation of the African tribes. The planters, willing to 
make any sacrifice to save the small remnant of their 
proper^, would readily take on themselves so much of 
the expense as should justly be charged to them; but it 
is probable that the government would have to advance 
the whole of it in the meantime, both cash and credit 
having departed from our unfortunate class. It is well 
known that the price (or ransom rather) is a mere 
bagatelle. The passage would be the most expensive 
part of the whole business, and its cost can be Easily and 
readily ascertained. 

I am at this moment decidedly of opinion that no mea^ 
sure less comprehensive than that which I have just 
sketched can save the British sugar colonies firom ruin; 
and that even the restoration of our former protective 
duties, unaccompanied by some such scheme, would 
prove inadequate. Such being my sentiments, it is di£5- 
cult to tell why I linger here. Those more deeply versed 
in the workings of the human mind must explain the 
mystery. Certain it is, I cannot bring myself to give up 
everything, and it may be that, unconsciously, hope ex- 
ists within me, in spite of absolute conviction, the result 
of long and anxious consideration. 

My fiunily have gone from me, and I am left, almost 
alaoe, to struggle with the calamities of the day, and the 
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Afiietn dsfe-lade. In fiKl^ it qipesn to me to be tlie 
ooljr method bj wfaidi it cm be ttopped; ead I do not 
knoir dnt more waj be mid, becanoe die diiBcolty of 
mpiHf ing it culiielj bjr aimed Tcmeli has boon afanoit 
uui f c f m fl)r leeogniied; indeed, it ii geoenllj bc B ete d to 
be impnctieable. The qaeataon then will maqftj be^ 
whether it is better to nmaom thooe nnfiNrtonatei^ or aDoir 
them to fire and die in a state of sUrerjTi as I haiTe said 
abeady. The men of peace, who tAj on the inflnencfi 
of opinion, wiD think that skrerjr must soon cease all 
orer the workL This is the way in which En^ishmea 
reason, and haye reasoned since the slaye-trade became 
iUegaL 

But the miracnions establishment of this new state of 
society thnm^ioat the known world, is not a whit more 
likely to occor bocanse they think it shall or shoold do so; 
and the advocates of war in other cases, are not likdy to 
recommend hostilities, by way of enfixrcing treaties in tht^ 
instance, in ponishing the gnil^ depredators as pirates. 
Without some strong measure, therefiMfe^ the trade mnst 
continae, and go on increasing ontfl the planters of Cnha 
and Brazil have a monopoly c^smnur-crowinir. For what 
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oonntry can stand against them under such advantageous 
circumstances ? The belief that any one can, as I have 
already said, b based on one of the wildest haUudnations 
that ever possessed the mind of man, and b disproved by 
the very &cts of the ruin of our colonies, and the con- 
tinuance of the African slave-trade — I mean, the fimded 
superiori^ of free over slave-labour. 

I have derived no comfort from my immigrants. Nearly 
all the Portuguese have left me— -in fact, only a few sugar* 
boilers renuun ; and the Coolies are also much diminished 
in number. They are a quiet, frivolous race, like harm- 
less children. They had little, with two exceptions, of 
the devotion to caste which characterizes the natives 
of the East; indeed, they were most likely people of no 
cast originally, and the greater number were Christians. 
The sirdar, whom I mentioned as a superior character, 
occasionally preached to them in one of their own 
tongues, as a Christian teacher. It was whispered that 
this man had been of high caste, but, for some reason 
that remained undivulged, he had lost it. He certainly 
had great sway over his coimtzymen, and they looked up 
to him with reverence. His wife, also, had an appearance 
much above that of her compatriots, from whom she se- 
cluded herself generally. I often noticed the taste with 
which this couple had adorned their cottage and garden 
with all the flowers they could procure and transplant, 
and the singular degree of harmony and retirement that 
reigned around, which was caused by their living apart 
from almost eveiy one. I am particular in my remarks 
about them, for the poor feUow was taken suddenly ill and 
died, and his wife, after attempting to destroy herself, fell 
gradually into a state of mind bordering on fiitui^, and 
was thus fi^uently seen wandering about the fields ao* 
oompcnied by a pet deer, either singmg or speaking to 
her departed husband. After the lapse of a few weeks, 
ahe was missed one mominf^ and, in a short time^ found 
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''O Sadil mj lost onel I still see joa hera^ 
Eadi flower that I gase on 's the fiioe of mj dear; 
Each tree that we lored, has thj ferm fai its ahadei 
On paths where we roved, thj foot-prini has staid. 

'*A11 things that we cherished are still to be seen; 
Alone 70a have perished, and gone from thi 
The humming-bird comes to our rose-bower stiO, 
And moomfuU J roams, while he sings throii|^ hi 



'^The &wn jou did rear, now has lost all his pridi^ 
And droops his fine ear as he walks by mj side; 
Then stamps he and snorts, as he still did ctjon, 
When, to join in his sports, joa were wOed to the door* 

''O Sadil joor lone one is weak, weak and low, 
Mj head is so stnunge grown — ^I cannot tefl howl 
The man who is skiUbl, talks wisel j in Tain, 
He teDs them Fm wilful, that grief turns mj bnin. 

**The soft wind blowing, wafts a note from the dof^ 
Where palm-trees are growing— the call of my ]o?el«« 
To rest then I yield me^ stUl drsaming of jou, 
The palmetto will shield me from fiistAlHng dew." 
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She had patsed to the land where Sadi was gone, 
For her heart might not stand in this world alone; 
And Peris of Ind, at the place of their sleep. 
Axe heard in the wind, oft to wafl near and weep. 



jAmiABT, 1848. 

Mr wife and fiunily have remored on account of her 
health to Italy, the dhnate of England having been found 
too severe for her weakened frame. Charles and his wife 
are likely to remain in that delightful ooontiyi for one 
of my old friends has ofiered to establish him there as 
partner in a branch of his house, fer which he considers 
Charles's talent fer business generally will soon qualify 
him; and, in the meantime, another of the house will be 
joined with him. I am most grateful fer this attention, 
which is the disinterested act of an old femOiar friend* 
There is no change in the condition of the Colony. Lord 
George Bentinck, having given notice of a motion fer a 
Committee of Inquiiy into the state of the Sugar Colo- 
nies, has again revived the drooping spirits of the planters, 
and evidence is to be collected, and persons appointed 
to go home to lay it befere the Committee, which it is not 
doubted will be appointed. In all other respects, we are 
the same— gradually losing more and more of our pro- 
perty; fer me, the past year has been the worst I have 
yet encountered, and doubtless it must be the same with 
others, when prices have been, fer six montha at leasts 
nearly on a level with those of fereign countries— the ex- 
pected and| inevitable result of free-trade. My crop haa 
been about the same as thai of the lix preceding years, 
or rather about the average of them, and the Ums ia iUBy 
£ifiOOvpoaiL 
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Slit Mabci^ 1848. 

It u vepreaented by those connected with our Cdoiij, 
who are watdiiiig the p roceedmgi of Lofd Greofge 
Bentbid^i committer that a remaxkaUy streng case has 
been made ont in ontT* one month's ntting. The wit- 
nesses fiom all our possesrions tdl the same tale of deqi 
distress. Snralj we are jnstilied in entertaining some 
di^gree of hope nndor sndi dreomstances. Bnt^ God 
he^ nsl our wtmg^ with the fiiction is like that we are 
engaged in with the slaTe-owner — altogether unequal and 
nnfiur. It is the combat of giant and dwai^ in both 



I am now worn out b]r care and sidmesB. Anzieljis 
a po w e r fu l assistant to climate in faringnig on and kee|^ 
ing np disease. Intermittent ferer has laid its gcwtp on 
me^ and obstinately retains its hold. I must leaTe this 
soeneof want and woe. I hare not qpirit to enter more 
of mj now utteffy hopeless obserrations in this sad i^ 
positoiy of my thoo^ts and deeds. In a few months I 
hope to be on the pleasant shores of the Meditenranean 
sea; and, in three weeks^ I shall bid a sorrowfid adieu to 
the magnificent Jhorince of Guiana. 



Emd of thb JoxtbkaJm 



So 



CONCLUDING REMARKS, 



BY THE EDITOB. 



And with a sad heart does your friend saj fiyreweO to 
yoQi old Barton Premioml May the fiur scenes and 
soft breezes of Italy be as balm to yoor wounded spiiit 
and your shattered frame, finr a better man never withered 
under the blight of colonial misrule. ' 

It is singular how accurately his fiirebodings in the 
journal have been ftdfilled| although some of them were 
evidently thrown off in the bitterness of a heart fretted to 
a degree of morbid sensibili^ by harsh usage. The r^ 
port of Lord George Bentinck's committee, with all the 
evidence taken by it, and constituting^ perhaps, the 
strongest case ever laid before parliament, has been almost 
utterly disregarded by the ministry, who, indeed, were 
candid enough, when the appointment of the committee 
took place, to declare, in the person of Lord John 
Bussell, that the line of policy to be followed by them 
being already marked out, they would not depart frem 
it. We have also heard the colonial minister declare in 
his place, that the measures adopted by government, in 
regard to the colonies, have hitherto been wise and ben^ 
fidal, notwithstanding the tmanimous testimony of sooras 
of witnesses, given before two ocmmiittees of the House ol 
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CommonSi at difiiBrent times — a space of many years in^ 
tenrening between the periods of their sittings^— during 
which the distress continued steadGststly to increasey and 
also^ notwithstanding the respectful and fercible repr&- 
aentations of the planters themselyes. 

We have heard Air. Alilner Gibson, the member for 
lifanchesteri propose to cancel the treaty with Brazil for 
suppressing the slave-trade— a fiict which| I am surO| 
^Ir. Premium never really antidpatedi although, in a 
moment of bitter exdtementi he has said that sudi would 
happen. And, to crown the whole, even now, while 
these sheets, bearing testimony to the ruinous effect of 
slave competition, are passing through the press, the 
newspapers are teeming with rumours regarding the fu- 
ture proceedings of government, founded on the report 
of the slave-trade committee^ which, if correct, clearly 
ahow that the sugar colonies are finally and irretrievably 
consigned, whatever the consequences may be, to the in- 
fliction of fibee-trade practice, in every department where- 
in they are assailable, even to the extent of fi:e&-trade in 



Let no one say that such rumours are wild and im- 
probable* Nothing could appear to be more so at that 
time than the admission of slave sugar to the mar- 
kets of Britain; yet it was carried triumphantly by the 
same party. The removal of restrictions on the cultiva- 
tion of that article, which they were determined to have 
in krge quantities, was a natural consequence, and one 
to be looked for when the relative position of the two 
pardes, the injurer and the injured, continued to be the 
same, only changed by the increased strength of the for- 
mer and the more marked weakness of the latter. 

We might have anticipated that the men who, in 
1846, laughed at consistency and former professiims of 
philanthropy as obstacles to the prosecution of their de- 
sgns^ woold be ready in 1848 to p ers eve re in the new 
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Great Briuin asomedlohcfBelf anctof sathoritfin 
the matter of the African tiare-lnide^ whidi, ahhoug^ 
emanating fiom exoesshe zeal in the caaae, dugoated 
ftreign nations with her. She inAted on ipairhing aQ 
Teasels on the Afirican coast, and p n u a ecute d her plans 
with so mnch zeal as to excite the national jealoosjr of 
more than one oonntiy, whidi, in &ct, led to the adop- 
tion of the present sjstem at a recent period* 

What wfll ministers sajr to the Fkench Bepohlic when 
the question of withdrawing the two aqnadrons comes to 
be arranged? WiD thej firankfy wkj that the same partjTy 
which has for fifij years pretended to adfocate the rig^ 
of the Negroy fimn philanthropic motires alooe^ has doiw 
taken a difieient riewof theqoestion, and is deteRnined 
to dass the slaTo-trade among those great items in the 
category of the political economisti^ whidi are to be 
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fi^ fimn all restriction whatever? What eke can be 
said? If the fleets cannot suppress the trade, no man 
can deny that thqr obstnict it. Their presence b a restrio- 
tion at least as great as those protecting duties against which 
the partjr wage incessant and unrelenting war, and, 
doubtless, appears to them exactly in the same light. 

Their manifesto appears in the shape of a '^ Report" 
bcm the Anti-Slarerjr Sode^i in which the withdrawal 
ii earnestly recommended, amidst the usual quantity of 
verbiage and sophistiy with which all their opinions are 
promulgated. 

Foreign nations cannot fail to perceive at once the 
striking inconsistenqr and the vast power of the anti- 
colonists. They cannot fail to obse^e that the same 
men who formerly plagued the world with their ranting 
and outrageous philanthropy, are now to trouble our na- 
tion with principles opposite to those which they formerly 
professed, and which their immensely increased strength 
enables them to avow, not only with unblushing ef^ 
fix>ntery, but with the most absolute confidence in the 
success of their endeavours to cany them into practice. 
Foreigners must perceive that pure motives of philan- 
thropy have never prompted the actions of those men; 
and that, firom the first, their proceedings have been 
studied and arranged, solely with a view to their own in- 
terests; and that our great empire has been drawn in, by 
enlisting the best feelings of our nature in tlieir cause, to 
cany out the measures of this par^ in the first plaee; 
and now, when it has waxed so strongs we should not 
wonder if the mask is more loosely worn, and power re- 
lied on to bear it through in the second, and scarcely 
disguised attempt to destroy our colonies. 

It should not be said, perhaps, that the anti-colonists 
desire the ruin of our sugar settlements, and perhaps 
such is not their wish or anticipation. They may think 
that it is possible for them to keep their pontioni while 
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tlieir gnmd object, the il f an cc m ent ct bniffk colonies 
if abo attamed. Bat men who most hare ao^aiied tome 
knowledge of the nhihe conditioii of the two^ can 
aearodj bdiete lodi a itate of affidn to be powMe. 
What paxdet idlwiing people^ who are akogether firee 
fiom pngndio^ ii die imdenating hoftilitjr thqr hare 
ahown to die nonnUe plantm^efen when thqr were 
pvoftnted bjT thcff powefy and at tbnr mocjr* ^le beet 
of dieniy die Buxton^ Laahington% ftc^ttopped when 
fmfiifiprtiflii wv efiectedy and* like xational men twi 
tme pfaflanthropirti^ sappocted the plantefii as wdl as 
the fijrmqr sbiTesy in all attempts to pro c ur e ameiiofating 
measures. But thej were soon obliged to leare their 
ibrmer fiiends in diigast, and to wididrsw fiom the asso- 
ciation. It is wdl known that the latter passed a resoln- 
tkm Innding itself to snj^Mvty bj eveij means, the admis- 
sion of slar^fr-grown sugar into ftritain. A depntationy 
consisting of Mr. Scoble and two odmsi had been pro- 
yfkfoatj sent to Lofd Bron^bam to procur e his co-open^ 
tion in this most extnofdinaiy morement, but that 
sharp peer received them with indignation and smpfise, 
and in the correspoiidence which followed, he tdd them 
he did not believe before that ^three sane men ooold be 
fonnd in the sode^i to bring forward soch a pr(q)06ition«'* 
This was the first faring departure fimn their former 
poli<7, in 80 fiur as r^ards the welfiune of the Negroes. 
But since the passing of the Emancipati<m Act, scarcelj 
a measure has been proposed for the planten^ benefit, which 
thqr have not opposed with all their power. Free immi» 
gradon— oitlinances firamed to ensure social order, and to 
promote habits of industry — and, in short, evenything 
that could be beneficial to the agricultural interest, met 
with their fierce and unqualified hostili^. The argo- 
ments adduced by them in support of this last great 
attack on both planters and Afiricans, are^ as im^tA be 
expected, singdar. It is said that the fleet has forced the 
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lUve^raden to enter into more extensive combinations. 
Why, if this is an objection to it, it is one that applies to 
its c^cacji and proves it. One might as well say that a 
police force is injorioos, because it causes thieves to be 
more cautious and cunning. But although it be true 
that the trade has been shockingly increased since the 
■quadnms of France and England were joined to sup- 
press it, no unprejudiced person will say that it arises 
fiom the mere existence of this fiust Is it in human 
nature that a direct obstacle would induce men who for- 
merly kept aloo^ to engage in the business? — ^that be- 
cause a formidable fleet scoured the Afirican seas, hundreds 
■hould risk their fortunes, merely to have the pleasure of 
dieating and evading those ships of war? We are called 
on to believe this by the fiee-traders, who keep back, 
while on the topic, although it b brought forward after- 
wards, the real cause of those combinations of men, and 
which every one foresaw would have the eifect— the 
Sugar Duty Act of 1846 (and anticipated rise in the 
price of sugar by Brazilians and Cubans), which, instead 
of loss and mishap, the prospect offered to them by the 
■hips of France and England, holds out the most tempt- 
ing promises of prospective wealth. The immediate 
efiect of this act is well described by Dr. Cliff in his 
evidence before the Sugar and Coffee Committee. The 
price of slaves rose at once (he says) in Brazil, and a 
great impetus was given to the slave-trade. In one year 
after it was passed, seventy thousand slaves were imported 
from Africa into the Brazilian empire, whereas only a 
rvj fow thousands had been imported in any one year 
previously. This gentleman was a planter of that 
conntiy, and one who had formerly been engaged in the 
■lave-tede, and was thus well qualified to speak on the 
subject The free-traders and their witnesses bring for- 
ward tables to show that the number of people illicitly 
eanied off fiom Africa, has been regulated invariably by 
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the price of sugar — a fiict which we haye always aasarted 
-»and yet, in the fiice of it, they opeai oar mariceta to the 
sugar of the slaye-owners. It is wonderful that in 
making this acknowledgment| they do not perceiTe how 
awkwardly they are sitoated. It is exacUy what the 
colonists have always dedared to be the case; and on 
this fiu^ rests the charge of inconnstenqr and want of 
philanthropic feeling against the Anti-Slarery Society in 
particolari and political economists in generaL It was 
the higher price obtained in En^and than on the Conti- 
nent which gave the spnr, as we feretold it wonld, to the 
slaversi and has corered the seas with their Tessds. 

It is to be doubted whether the eflScacy rather than the 
ineffidenqr of the fleet is not the cause of hostility to it. 
We must judge of this by the number of capturas, not 
by the numb^ of those who escape; for if we <Mi^«^«ti» 
the extent of the trade by the latter, we must beliere that 
it IS increasing rapidly, and that the ships axe not doing 
their du^, if we at the same time are led to beliere that 
no more are taken than before 1848. We must, as in 
former times, be guided in our judgment, by the propor- 
tion which the captures bear to the number of vessela 
engaged in the trade. Admiral Hotham, the witness 
whom they especially delight to quote, estimates the ships 
in the slave-trade taken by our cruisers at thirty per cent, 
of the entire number engaged in it. We must give all 
the weight in this instance to the evidence of the admiral 
which has been attached to it in general, and we think it 
will be held to be conclusive; no man will believe that a 
heavy blow, and a great discouragement is not given to 
any trade, when a third of the capital employed in it is 
lost every year. The other naval o£5cer whose testimony 
is brought prominently forward is Captain Watson, who 
confirms the admiral in regard to the proportion of cap- 
tures, by tables, but who unhesitatin^y de^ '!ares against 
the removal of the fleet. Thisofficer inveiidis with oreat 
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earaestness against the description of vessels sent to the 
African coast, which he describes as the worst fitted up 
in the British navy. He speaks from experience, and 
so many strange things have come to light, that it would 
•carcely excite surprise if this fiict should be traced also 
to Manchester influence. 

It is too probable, judging horn antecedents, that the 
nation will submit, in tlus instance also, to the domina- 
tion of the free-traders and anti-colonists. It is to be 
feared that the same indifierenoe which prevailed when 
it was observed that the hostility of the party to the 
West Indies did not cease with slaveiy there, and that 
the object aimed at was to raise up foreign colonies and 
countries into great consumers of our manufactures, even 
if our own colonies should be annihilated in these efforts to 
obtain their ends — that this indifference will be mani- 
fested now, is to be feared, especially when the question 
of economy is so forcibly dwelt on, the sum of £600,000 
being annually spent in keeping up our share of the 
fleet It is but lately that a question of economy would 
be tolerated, when brought forward in opposition to the 
lights of humanity. It affords another instance of the 
fearing inconsistency of anti-colonial animosi^. The 
aom <^one hundred and fifty millions has been destroyed 
(I think we may now say, utterly) in the West Indies to 
promote the cause of humani^; and this comparatively in- 
significant amount of six hundred thousand is, I may 
Tenture to say, scarcely more than is annually lost now 
and expended by the luckless capitalists connected with 
the West Indies, in the vain hope that the estates with 
which they are connected may yet be preserved as profit- 
able investments. Can a countiy, can a party, then, say 
conscientiously that economy renders firee-trade in men 
necessarjr, ferdng us to disregard both the rights of hu- 
manity and of our deeply-injured colonies? Taken in 
connection with Mr. Milner Oibson^a motion for repeal* 
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India, on the West India plan, and by means of Hindu 
labonrersy are about to desist from their hopeless exer- 
ti<msy in utter despair of supplying the article at so cheap 
a rate as the men of Cuba and Brazil, and after giving it 
a fiur trial of three years' duration. From the same 
quarter, we find that the attempt to raise cotton there, in 
opposition to the slave-holders of North America, is an- 
nounced to be a fiulure. All things conspire to show that 
the struggle between free and slave labour terminates 
generaUy in fiivour of the latter, even under the most fii- 
▼ourable drcumstances to the former. 

In order more ftdly to show his unrelenting spirit, the 
colonial minister is actually doing what is merely glanced 
at in the journal — ^not predicted — ^in regard to maintain- 
ing the present enormous expenditure of British Guiana. 
Finding that the colonists were enabled to make a stand 
against him behind the rampart of their constitution, he 
has instructed the governor to have a bill prepared which 
virtually breaks down this obstacle to his views, by ad- 
mitting to the franchise a large body of voters, who, it is 
understood, will support the views of the imperial go- 
vernment as opposed to those of the planters. This is of 
a piece with the rest 

Eari Grey takes on himself to assume that the enor- 
mous annual outlay entailed on the Colony by the mea- 
sures of government, are a proof of prosperity; that the 
yearly increase of expenditure forced on the hapless 
colonists, and drawn from their constantly diminishing 
resources, arises from increase of means and substance, 
while, in too many instances, it comes fix>m the capital of 
thoae who are scarcely able to procure the necessaries of 
lifo. What can be expected from a minister who has d^ 
dared the pdiqr of government for the last ten years, in 
regard to the colonies, to be ^ wise and beneficial?'' 

Thus, the loyalty and ready obedience of the colonists 
to the mother ooontiy are turned against tbem, and used 
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by their political opponents as an instrument in oppress- 
ing them. They should have protested against the many 
schemes for the benefit of the labouring dassesy whidi 
have raised this expenditure to £220,000 per annum, 
when they were brought forward, without a guarantee 
that the property of the colonists should not be 
impaired and rendered unproductive. They are now 
at the mercy of those who seem to have aiMitn«<i 
for their motto the famous saying mentioned in the 
journal {muUUo nomine). ^^Delenda est Carthago^'' seems 
to be ever present to their minds, and always the rule 
which prompts their actions. 

There are too many cases among the wretched colonists 
which are the counteivparts of my firiend's; and he has 
expressed himself to me in the strongest terms, since his 
return to Europe, against the strange hallucination which 
prevails among the planters, and the influence of which 
he succumbed to while among them — ^I mean that of en- 
tertaining a hope that they will yet be able to compete 
with their rivals of BrazQ and Cuba, either through the 
agengr of Afiican labourers, or some other which the 
wisdom of parliament, or the justice of the great body of 
their countrymen, will concede to them at the eleventh 
hour. 

The delusion is perfectly natural, because a case like 
theirs is not to be met with in the annals of Grreat 
Britain, imless it be that of the Darien expedition. But 
they are not exactly parallel either. There is no national 
jealousy aroused by the West Indians, nor is there any 
cause of hostility to them; but they are merely over- 
whelmed by an opposing interest, which, although fidsely, 
thinks it is to gain by their loss, and which has proved 
immeasurably stronger than they throughout the arduous 
struggle. 

Mr. Premium was a man who, as he himself dedarea, 
possessed an ample fortime, independently of his Weal 
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India estate, and if he had been able to combat the deln- 
aon, and dispose of it immediately after the ftdl emanci- 
pation of his slayesy at any price, he wonld haTe been 
still a rich man. But, alUiough a person of sound judg- 
ment, he was carried on, from year to year, to lay out 
money, under a hope, of whose existence he did not seem 
to be aware — ^for he always professed to haTe the gloomiest 
anticipations — ^ontil eveiything went fix>m him, and he 
kft the unhappy Colony to his still ardent and energetic 
son, who is bearing up against insurmountable hardships 
and debts, which are increasing yearly, and how he can- 
not get rid of his estate. 

It has been computed that the annual amount drawn 
from men situated like Premium on his arrival in the 
Cdony in 1840, and from mortgagees under this delo- 
sive hope, continues to be still nearly half a million ster- 
ling for the whole of the sugar settlements. 

It is wonderful, indeed, that faith in the future should 
remain so firm and immutable after the sad experience of 
80 many years. There is doubtless much of that sort of 
calculation on which Sir Robert Peel relied, when he 
told them that the slaves of the West Indies would soon 
assert their fireedom, and then the British planter would 
be restored to his former position of equality in circum- 
stances with his neighbour. ^Mercy on us," says the old 
baronet in the play, ^a happy man when his brother^s 
throat is cutl** But the moralist need not start at this 
doctrine; it is neither new nor based on probabili^. We 
have had the same prediction any time since the aboli- 
tion (by law) of the African slave-trade^ when it suited 
a man to make it. A Negro insurrection has never 
anoceeded, except in St. Domingo^ and there success was 
owing to the war of colours that prevaQed in the island. 
The Blacks are not able to anange a systematic risings 
and to mature it so as to ensure a successful result. They 
]iaf« neither discretioo to keep the secret, nor mental 



303 



fomea to c onifif c and comhine > plot whiA wwJd 
f o h eod the UM J o rit J €f their miBben^ and enable tliem 
to riK ai one bodjr and to owpofwer the Wfaitei* 

It » a piijr Sir Bobcfty in hb benofdeni dene to oooH 
6rt the ni li wi i ita on hit deKrtioo cf them, ooold not hit 
OD lomething mem mtkhriar jf and it is a proof that he 
fislt thoe was nodmig dee to be Hid. Indeed, thejweie 
probably fiaSfy awaie of the fivt when he left them. 
Colomrts hare not to leant that iat% whether creeping 
thingi or talking »hiteiimen| are i^ to leare a anking 

ifaqi^ and th^ are deqity eenable of hit inetinctife fiKnItjr 
in fcraeeing danger. 

It is diflimit to refrain from expressing an opinion on 
what Mr. Pre mium has emphatically termed the only 
means of muring the planters^ althoog^ these lemaribi 
hafe extended too hr afaeadjr* It is certain that many 
West Indians ihronk from re c ommflndtn g this measore 
to Lord George Bentindfs Conmiittee on acooont of the 
odinm in wfaidi it was hdd among the people of thia 
coantzy, and even some of their own body. 

But he has pot it in the proper lif^t. As it is indi»- 
potable that the mass of the people in Africa are in a 
state of dark and hopeless slaTeiy, the term Bansom is 
better applied to the transaction which removes them as 
free men to a free coontiyy than that of Purchase. At 
the time Mr. Premimn made the entiy in his joomal 
which contains his opinions on this sobject, the proceed- 
ings of the two committees which have since sat, or were 
then sitting, were of course unknown to him. Much has 
come to light since he settled in Italy, and it is known 
to his Editor that he is more and mors confirmed in 
his views since the evidence taken by the Slave Commit- 
tee has been from time to time published. 

If it is admitted that slaveiy exists in Africa to soch 
an extent as to extend to nineteen-twmtiethsof the popn- 
latioui as is confidently asserted| surely the diflSBcence of 
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opinion which has existed should not continue. Any 
man can picture to himself what the misery and sufferings 
of a human being must be when bona fde a chattel in 
possession of a sayage, whom the merest accident may 
rouse to a pitch of fury — ^whom inebrie^ may tempt to 
torture for amusement — and who can, without check or 
oontroly so deal with his abject property as any prompt- 
ing emanating from those moods may suggest. 

But the strongest reason is unquestionably that stated 
in the journal^ idthough what has now been said seems 
quite enough to excite the sympathies of all humane peo- 
ple. Yet when, along with it, we become aware that a 
great trade is now carried on in the interior of Africa 
to provide a sufficient number to supply the demand on 
the coast, created by the ships of Cuba and Brazil, we 
are naturally led to believe that a measure which would 
meet the poor wretches there, and convert their prospect 
of a dreadful voyage and a perpetui^ of slavery, into one 
of freedom and happiness, would be more agreeable to 
our feelings than anything else. 

That they would derive incalculable benefit, whether 
bought on his own land firom their barbarous masters, or 
on the sea coast, cannot be doubted* That a system of 
redemption from slavery would have any other efiect than 
taking off the gangs of those who now regularly supply 
the davers, there is not the slightest reason to believe. 
It is a chimera with which the imagination of our 
countrymen is affrighted by designing men, and which a 
little inquiry would soon dispel. This being the case, the 
question is, simply as Mr. Premium says— whether it is 
for the advantage of the African to allow him to go as a 
slave to Cuba or Brasil| supposing he has escaped death 
by massacre to save expenses, or to take him, as a free 
man, to the West India colonies, there to remain no 
more than five years, unless he chooses to fix his resi- 
denoe for a longer period among the well-paid people of 
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those lettkments? There can be little doubt on whidi 
tide the adrantages prepondente. 

It ia as dear also that it would prove the most effectual 
means of entirdj suppressing the cruel and detestable 
traffic in slaTOS. Itwoddbeoompleteljinthepowerofths 
two great nations^ who are now engaged in keeping it in 
check| to control and command the cargoes sent ftr sab 
to the coast There would bo no concealment nor diffi> 
cultjof anjsortin making the necossaiy anangementi 
with the dealersy and the fedlities affiirded in consequence^ 
together with the risk incuixed from the hostile flecte coo- 
tinuallj watching them, would soon diife the smugg^ 
fixMU the coast of Africa. Unfinrtunatelyi this is a ques- 
tion which is more likely to bo settled in aooordancewith 
fedings biassed bj wrong inftrmationi than a cool and dii- 
nasstonate judmnentt based on true knoirfedfle q£ cimDa> 
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